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LETTERS 



Lf.iter I. 


% 

4 My dear Friend, 

I am glad to find that the beloved traveller called 
at your house, and gave you so much of his company. Cold 
as the weather was, did not your heart burn within you ? 
burn with zeal and love for that all-glorious God, wiiom he 
(excellent man !) so faithfully serves in the gospel of his 
son. 

May Mrs. * * increase in humility, be more convinc- 

ed of guilt, more sensible of depravity ! and then she will 
grow in every other grace. Proud minds suffer the curse, 
imprecated on the mountains of Gilboa ; while bumble 
souls are like the vallies spread forth by the rivers ; or as a, 
field which the Lord hath blessed. 

I think you sliould not have sliewn her the free remark 
which I made ; it was well meant, and she is well dispos- 
cd, but human nature is very, very depraved. And per- 
haps there is no greater instance of it, than our profanencss 
to take offence at the least disparaging hint ; nay, some- 
times to fancy ourselves wronged, it we are not extolled 
to the skies, I heartily wish, the blessed Jesus may giva 
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this young ladv, the ornament of a meek and humble spi- 
rit. 1 hat, bein'; lowly in her own eyes, she may be exalt- 
ed by the great God. 

I see so much indigence, and so many distressed objects, 
tliat I begrtidc myself all unnecessary disbursements of 
money. Who would indulge too much, even in innocent 
and elegant Amusements, and thereby lessen his ability to 
relieve, to cherish, and comfort the Lord Jesus, in his af- 
liictcd members ? . 

1 wish you could have preached at Collingfree. My 
poor people long for the sincere milk of the word. You 
would have a cottgri^ation, all of them honoring you, most 
of tliein honoring you, most of them attentive to you, and 
juimy of them ectified by you — It grieves me, it pains me 
at iny very, sfuil, that I am dismissed or rather cut off, fror.j 
tlic honorable ami delightful service of the ministry. — IJut, 
to be resigned, perhaps, is better than to labour ; and'^u 
adoriiig submisiioti for me at least more proper, than a zea- 
lous apjiiication. O ! may 1 bow my head, and dutifully 
fiand in ll.o lot, which the Almighty Sovereign pleases to 
L-- .rgn. 

Ever your’s, 
JAMl'S IIERVEY, 


'*■ 


LKi TKd II. 


London, Satin'daj; N!ght. 


Jhj dear I'ricnd, 

I Congratnlafe you on Miss * *’s recovery. 
Why do VGu cab In r * * * ? ’lis a strong temptation to 
vanity. She must be cVepIy ballasted with humility, not 
he puffed up with siicli a title •, which assimilates her t* 




ISTTEltS. 


293 


/ ’ 

be ‘ of the most lovely and accomplished characters that 
cvc ^,.as described. - 

•Wj? that we all maybe recovered from that lethargic 
indu ftce, which deadens our attendance to the one thing 
need *.*1 !— -what a God have we 1 how immensely glorious ! 
and l.'W little do we reverence him !— what a Saviour I 
how unutterably gracious! and how little do we love him 1 
what promises I how inviolably • faithful ! yet how feeble 
is our hffiance in them ! — W|hat a heaven ! how transceii- 
dently delightful ! yet now languid are our desires of it ! — 
O ! that the blessed, blessed Redeemer may baptize us with 
the holy ghost, as with a llaming firel to quicken, aniiiiate, 
and kindle into a glow of devotion, these benumbed souis 
of ours ! — I must add no more, only with great sincerity, 
though in great haste. 


. I am, 

; ^ 

Your most affectionate Friend, Sic. 

JAMKS IIERVEY, 


LF.TTER nr. 


jlfy very dear Friend, 

I AM surprised at what you say, relating to dear 
Mr. * * *. What evil hath he done, or wherein lias ho 
offended, that disestcem should be Ihs lot ? Yet wliat are 
such instances of contempt,- compared with the reproaclie'* 
and insults offered to the all-glorious Redeemer? (Jod, f 
trust, will bless his sermon; and so much the more, as it is 
regarded by some people, with an evil eye. Oh ! what a 
comfortable considerat ion R it, that the success of our dis- 
courses depends not upon our own ability, which is as no- 
thing ; depends not upoh the favour of rpen, which is very 
capnciousj but depends wholly upon the influence of that 
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, almighty spirit, whose presence is unlimited, oncji.ble^wcr 
' uncontroulable. -t wte e: 

My father had engaged Mr. * * * to supply ^ \ j tling~ 
tree : I hope he grows in grace, and in knowlcL\eT|ib’'f 
l,ord and &vii>ur Jesus Christ. ju»r 

Your much obliged, and ; 

^yery sdTectionate friend Sec. 

James Hervsit. 


LETTER IV* 


„ , London y Feb. 23. 

Siry 

Mr.»« * and Mr. * * * may have tried, and 
may repeat their attempts, to alienate the affections of my 
CoUihtgtree hearers. I am under no concern with regard to, 
myself . — FragUi cupiens iUidere daitem offendetsolido — will 
I believe, be the issue of their endeavours. 1 am only sorry 
for the people’s sake, that they should squander away their 
ministerial talents, and ministerial labours, to so poor a pur> 
pose. Let them be- mol’s incessant “ in warning every 
man, and teaching every man, that they may present eve- 
ry man perfect in Christ Jesus.” — 'I’hus let them seek to 
win their affections ; and, 1 do rejoice, yea and will reiuice, 
in their success, Dear Sir, the way to secure the love of 
others, is, to love them, to pray for them, and with a willing 
assiduity to set forward their true happiness. 'I’his, when- 
ever 1 was aniongst 'them, my people will confess, 1 did not 
cease to dp. And the God of heaven knows, 1 daily bea^ 
them on my heart, and often recommend them to the ten. 
derest mercies of our everlasting fatlter. Never therefore 
be B|jprehenHrepf my losing either their esteem with re* 
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to tny conduct, or their affection with regard to my 
person. Oh that their precious souk wcr^^as fi-'mly united 
Jo Christ, a« their favourable o|>inion is ’^ured to me ! — 
^>=•11, should neighbours underrainc us, and friends forsalje 
MS, the adorable and all-condestenditig .God is faithful. He 
I haugeth noi. His word of grace emUureth for ever. He 
l ives his people with an eveHasting Jove. And oh what 
vvonns, what dust, what mere nothings, are all men, arc all 
t ’e nurcs. before that infinitely blessed author of all perfec- 
tion ! what a sense had the Psalmist of this weighty truth, 
wiu n he poured forth that rapturous exclamation ; “ whom 
“ Irive I in heaven but thee, there is none, thers^ is nothing 
" on earrh, that I desire m comparison of thee !” may this, 
my dear friend, be the continual language of your heart j 
and of his, who hopes to be both in time and to eternity. 

Dear Sir, 

Your very aficctionate Friend, 

JAMES IIERVEY. 


LETTER V. 


Wed^day Mornings Miles's Lam. 

Dear Mr. Nixon, 

\ OUI^ obliging letter found me at my brothcr’.s 
in Miles’s Lane, where I propose to abide to the end of 
the tveek ; and here your entertaining and improving com- 
pany would be a favour, not to myself only, but to the 
whole, family. 

1 am indebted to your good-nature, 'for so candidly ac- 
cepting the small but free observation, made in my last. I 
am going to run naysclt farther in debt, by proposing to 
ypur consideration, what now occurs to my thoughts. — 1 he 
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enclosed queries I submit entirely to your judgment, and 
from your detejmination shall make no appeal. 

I have read ur. Hodges’s Elihu * ; and vety. much ad- 
mire his zeal for that most comfortable doctrine, the righte- 
ousness of our Lord Jesus Christ, imputed to sinners for 
their justification. I highly honor also his distinguished 
veneration for that incomparably excellent book, the bible. 
As to the Hutchinsonian peculiarities, I don’t pretend to 
be a competent judge, and dare not peremptorily condemn 
them. Yet, they seem to be so very finely spun, and to 
have so large an alloy of fancy, that I know not how to 
admit them for sterling truth. — I am truly concerned to hear 
ot Mr. f f ’s and his lady’s illness. Dear Sir, what a fading 
flower is health ; and what an expiring vapour is life ! may 
you be an instrument of bringing souls to the knowledge of 
the adorable God, and to the faith of Jesus Christ whom he 
hath sent ; then they will, in another stale of things, possess 
a vigour that is subject to no decay, and cii'oy that lifc,- 
vliich knows no end. 

I am. Dear Sir, 

Your obliged and affectionate Friend, 

James Hervey, 

^ * Sr. Uoig/ti vw Fn^||jft.sf Oriel College, Oxtarii. 
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LETTER VI. 


London, March 28, 1751. 

My dear Friend, ■ 

You depend, you say, upon my promise j and’ 
see, how readily it is performed. — Arid if you depend on 
the execution of a promise from a frail, frail creature ; will 
not you not much more expect the accomplishment of pro- 
mises, made by that adorable Being, “ whose counsels of 
“ did are faithfulness and truth Oh that we may not 
dishonor God's goodness, disparage his veracity, and depre- 
ciate his dear son’s unspeakable merits, by unbelief, base, 
vile, destructive unbtdief. 

1 have not an opportunity of communicating your news 
to our dear friend. He has left London. — It is not known 
when he will return. lie is not expected, till some months 
are expired. And who; how many, may be gone into eter- 
nity, before tlnit period is arrived ! 

You ask, how it fares with my health ? You may remem- 
ber, that I have more chan once answered such an enejuiry 
with silence ; for I diin’t like to be u[)on the complaining 
ctiing, and 1 cannot say, my health is citiicr restored, or im* 
proved, "When your letter came (not till Tuesday about 
five o’clock) it found me in a state ot extreme languor. I 
had written notliing, done nothing, since dinner. Though 
1 took up an easy and entertaining ^uok. 1 was obliged to 
lay it down again, i’hus 1 spend, rather thus I lose many 
hours : so that between intervening company, and debility 
of spirits, I make but a veery slow, scaicc any progiess in 
my intended work. 

I have no news, though at the great mart of intelligence. 
My sister is safely delivered ot a son, which puis one in 
mind of the glorious piece of news, celebrated by the angots, 
and foretold with a rapturous deliglit by the prophet — “ to 
“ us a child is born ; to us a son is given. His name shall 
be the mighty God j and yet his office shall be, to bear ouf 
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SIDS in his own body on the tree. May this news be tvt-r 
sounding in the ears, and ever operative on the hearts of, 
•my deaE- friend, and ■of. 


Ever, your’s &c. 

JAMES HERVEY. 
« 


LET TEH VIF. 


' ToUjenhamt Maif 30 , 1751 , 


T)ear'Sa\ 

T AM now at ray brothers’s country house — > 
pray who is Mr. f t t> the writer of the letter inclosed in 
your’s ? He asks, me, to get him a curacy ; little aware, that 
I am but a curate myself. 1 believe, the world has a no- 
tion, that I am a dignified, or a beneficed manat least. Dear 
Sir, may it be your benefice, and mine, to do good to souls ! 
and our highest dignity, to glorify the ever blessed Redeem- 
er, who for our sake had not where today his head, till lie 
was numbered with the transgressors, and laid it in the si> 
lent gravi*. 

I hope your health is established ; and how docs your 
soul prosper ? Don’t y^ delight to think of, to talk of, to 
have communion with, that wonderful, that amiable being, 
whom to know, is wisdom j whom to enjoy, is happiness ? 
happiness, not to be described by words, oidy to be under- 
stood;4iy'Cxpcricnce. Oh ! that we may follow on to know 
him ! then wc have a promise (a promise more stable than 
the foimdations of nature) that our labour shall not be m 
*' vain in the Lord.” Gold has no. value, and diamonds 
lose their lustre, when compared with those unsearchable 
riches otphrist, which Mr. f 1 1 sp largely enjoys himself, 
and. so freely offers, to others. Mis inin:stry is signally own^ 
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edbyhis condescending, and almighty master. Many, I 
ati) told, of the superior, as well as lower orders in life, at- 
tend his ministry ; and if there be efficacy in united pra\ i.r> ; 
if there be zeal in the Lord Gf>d of hosts, for tlic li tnor of 
his dear so ' ; it there he faithiulness and compassion in o^ir 
exalted savuiiir, his labours will, t'ney will be blest. May 
liiev, every day, every hour, be bicssed more and more 
abundantly. 


Ever youi’s, 
JAMES IlERVEY. 


LETTER, nil. 


Toltenhami July '2, 1751. 


J/y very dear Friend, 

I Hope you liavc now d.>!ic with X 

hope your hous-; is suffi.uentlv ornamentevl. I tinnk it is 
ratl'.er over stocked with decorations. Now L-t us be good 
stewards of Jesus Clnist ; employ vvlsat vve cau spare, for 
the honor of his blessed name, and comfort of Ivs i di 'cut 
people. Worthy is the lamb that was slain, t j receive rich- 
es, as wfcll as blessings as praise. 

Eray, don’t me to Mrs. * though I honor and corn> 
passionate her ; I am not fit to visit her, n >r qualified to 
edify her. This is with me the trying season of the year, and 
my animal nature is all relaxaiion. Oh that i may bo 
strong in faith ! that precious failli, that " where sin hath- 
abounded, grace will much more abound.” 
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Don’t you sometinnes see our dear lTieo4* * * ? I find Fw 
has been a1' Bristol htely> to distribnie, 1 don’t dobbt, tbe 
waters of life, far more precious and healing than the waters 
. of that medicinal spring. Let us do likewise. For yet ^ 
very, very little while, and he, that shall cpnie, will comei 
and will not tarry. Then opportunities of spiritual, and 
.bod. ly charity cease for ever. 

■ I be lieve it is four months since I heard from Mr. * * *. t 
How precarious human interchanges of kindnerss ! what a 
blessing, that the way to heaven is always open. Whene- 
ver w'c will, we may have access to God through, the blood 
of his son. And “ he never faileth them that seek jhini.” 

How does Mr.'* * * go on ? D.)n’t 'jfpxx sointstiibes stir 
up the embers in his heart j it so be, the coals maj' giowr 
and the fire at length burn. I hope, your conversatio/i is 
blessed to Mrs. * *. .Glad to find she adrbits Mrs.— — — t» 
ber coinpany : she is a godly, sensible woman, who under- 
stands, relislies, talk.s savounly and intelligently on .the 
Truths of the gospel. — She is discreet likewise, knows hojy 
to keep a becoming distance, and" vrlll not make a wrong, 
an assuming use of a lady’s condescension. May the God 
of heaven bicss them both, and give them to grow in grace,, 
tmd in tl.e knowledge of our Lord and saviour Jesus 
(ihrist. And what J pray Iqr them, I pray for my dear 
frici.'d. 

Ever, your’s &cr. 

JAMES HER VEY. 
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|o obstruct our usefulness, by blenaishtb^ our credit : May 
the* ministers of Clhrist be iapngfit arid undefiled in the way J 
Or else they vvill hot be able to reprove and ex-roFt with all 
(no, nor with any) authority. The God of power and frith • 
fulness, says of ,his cKfirch, says of .bis. pet^le ; “ I the 
** keep It. . I win water, it every; t)(»oineht, lest any hurt ft ; 

I will presfrvfe it night and day f." M.ay this pKrraUc 
be our shiejd, bjs.fulfllled to us evermore ! ‘Don’t you go • 
on, my dear friend, to Jay. up the precious, pledges of hea- 
ven in your ihethory; and enrich your heart from them, by 
frequent meditation ? They are the seed of faith. IJv these 
we are to be made partajkers ot the divine nature. Partak- 
ers of the divine nature f Volumes cannot explain, what is 
comprised in- those, few words. May \ve know what they 
mean, l^y happy, happy experience ! 

I pity poor Mr. , knowing what it is to be in a 

state of languishing. Ah ! a^ ! thy dear Sir, by up...a'.‘ 

stock of comfort, get your graces- lively, while nature 
blooms. When the .Jhlast of sickness smites, and our 
strength becopesjaboprand fidirow ; how miserable must 
be ou»cond1tiohij without an interest, an established into, 
rest in the all-glorious Redeemer. 

Why do you cherish distrustful thoughts of the blessed 
God ?. Is he not boundless goodness? Is not his goodnes^ 
greater than the heavehs ? Does not his merey, that lovely; 
attribute, endure for ever? All the kin'J.ncs.> ^f the most,., 
endeared relations, compared with the tender compassions ' 
of a God in Christ, are no better than cruelty its-elf. Read 
the fourteenth chapter of Hosea. “Hide it within ymjr 
heart." Turn it into prayer to the king of heaven ; and [ 
hope it will be to yourfjRjul ;as-Abe dawning day after a. 
darksome night. 0 

Our dear Iriend has met w|t^;bncommon favour and ap-' 
ceptancc. 'lt.|;iaC.Ui^nt man ! hoW does he work while it i$.. 
day 1^ how swife,Tto such a labourer, will be heaven’s .evcir'-.y 
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la’sting rest ! there may you meeit him ! and there find, as ^ 
tHQimmeat of infiiiitely free grate in Christ. • 

Your much obliged, and 

very afiectiohatc friend &c. 

James Hervet. 


I.ETTER X. 

t 


IS 3 dear Friend, 


October 18, 1751, 


Two of your letters arc now before me, who 
’isx‘{)ectcd long ere this to have been before the judge of 
•'^ick atid dead. — Blessed be God, I ana got down stairs, 
and the day before yesterday went abroad in a coach. Oh 1 
/What great troubles and adversities hast thou shewed me ! 
yet diast thou turn and refresh me ; yea, andbroughtest me 
. jTom the d6pth of the earth again. Oh ! my dear friend, 
how shall I be thankful ? May that infinitely good and gra- 
cious Gi:d, who has given me such cause, give me power 
to be grateful. May 1 be enabled to devote every moment 
of that Ji e, which he haf. prolonged, and every faculty of 
that body, which he has Reserved, — devote them v/holly to 
■the honor of his blcSsed tfam^.’ 

Poor f f f case I commiserate. The ;pharge attending 
myilliivss vy.il be considerable; but.i mn not without 
‘hopes that my father will be. so good as to defray it ; then 
;^,myiia|iLd8..will not be streigbtened : • *bat my bowels 

/inay never be streiglitened, but may 1 ‘‘ draw out my soul 
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I am plfid to hear tha^ a seventh edition of Dr. Ston- 
ho^l^e’st book is demandeci : — May it go forth in the name, 
in. the streii'. fh, and for the honor of the blessed Jesus, and 
mav it pros:, or ! though ns you observe, he and I think dif- 
h rentlv on snire points ; nor is the doctor an admirer of my 
fa' ' nr re author Mr. Marshall. — The acceptance however, 
vt ith C>od has given to his, and to my own writing, should 
S’, lid Ix'tli or us oftener to the thrme of grace, and qiiickea 
our appi cations to the divine goodness ; that his all-|)Ower» 
fill ''I irit may accompany our instructions, and make them 
a n a! hlcssing to our readers. 

1 vrile as a poor prisoner, \vl|^ lately expected to 

hr.ve tl'.e ‘cnience of death executed ; but has now got a 
short, uncertain reprieve. May I never torget how nvach 
J shall want an assured faith in th.e all*gloripus ReJeemer, 
V’. her. that aw lul change approaches. Let us labour alter 
.‘^uch a firm establishment in Christ, such an unshaken, aifi- 
ai ce in his merir.s, and such an nnicigned love of, his nime, 
a.s may make it gain to. die, and the day of our dissolution 
better than the day of our nativity — Poor Dr. t t t ! 
may he, and his afflicted partner find consolation in the 
faithfulnes.s, the goodness, the unsearchable riches of- Christ 1 
these, apprehended by a sweet, assured, soul-reviving faitli ; 
lliese, I say, are our sovereign support under alf froubles, 
and our most eflPectual preservative from all tem])tatioTiS!.— - 
We believe, blessed, blessed Jesus, help our unbelief 1 

1 am. 

Dear Sir, 

Ypuy Very affectionate Friend, 

’ JAMES IIERVEY, 


* Th!» uTeful little Trcatifo is irtitled, Friendly advice to a. Patient, and fpiiitiul d** 

Tfflione foir'ihe upinilruOcd. It was liril pubhihed in the year i74Br -Is by 

t!:e governursi of moll oi onr iffinnancs, to the out as well as the in patientSi. Oft . their ad- 
million; and is fuitahJc in general to every fick perfon — It ie fold fingly at fix-penco 
fiitched^ or at two guineas per hundred^ by Jlivingtoa in bti Faul’e ChurclwYaJid, 
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London, Miles's Lane, Dee. 9, 1751. 
Dear Mr. Nixon, 

I r IS probablff, you may have heard of my late 
dangerous sickness ; and it is more than probable, nay, I 
look upon it as a certainty, that your gootl nature has ail- 
mifted this circumstance as an excuse i sr my sileoco. — hi- 
ilceri, dear Sir, I waffsick, and nigli unto death. Little did 
I tliiok of writing any mure to my friends, or of being writ- 
tern any longer among t!ic living ! oh that I may dv'votc the 
liie, wiiich has been |}rolongcd, devote it wholly to the Gud 
of my health and my salvation ! • 

1 received by Dr. your quotation from Plato, pro* 

ring that the proposition bears a vicarious signification f, 
for which bo pleaded to accept my thanks. It is a mo.st re- 
viving and dciighttul truth, that Christ has suli'ered in our 
stead, and bore ail our sins in his own body on llie tree. — 
When I was lately on the verge ot eternity, and jnst going 
to launch into the invisible wm Id, I could find ctinsola'ioa 
in nothing, but this preo'ous, p.recious faith. It all my 
iniquitie;; wore l ui upon the bcloveil .son, they will never 
be laid to my cliarge in the day ot judgment. If tlie bles- 
sed Je.'.us made hill satistaction for my transgression>, the 
rig] li. ecus God wiii never thmand two payments ot one 


L-n' .V.''.- fit;;, it i.5 lilopLrtl !'V t- ftcictv for promotijt.; ifore, inlo 

l.tt. Mil', ’.ri of :!jo'e tr-alilci, Jic/ •.!% is prtipcrly (■rikii..iiL--.i ii;i il-.r ;i Iv.hk,* 

jfi'f a; (1 revival or u ;i: ue har’ cI.ariiaDlc uJ-.s f)> any '>t ii:i* lir-ifr:!)- 

iii.; ■... MOV. s. ilu ol w!.' j nr'n.cly, at hilf pr::.e /^wlnt.h i.s jj iJiiva j;-,f 

; li.v oilijf iia.i ociog ua;..y'ii trui ot ti-.c {i&iivty’s Ifiblcriptiow futid, 

t 'i Itc lcarnfd and Reverend Mr. Wixo:i, Reetor of Cold-HI,',i in Nonhampton- 
v.hj tiiinillicd Mr. llervev wiin tiic proof from I*Jato that i-c., s a vicarir>ii^ 
i^siion,.ha!.h tominunicattd a remarkable pillage, wh.ch Ikews, ih-ti li.o notion of ? vicjri- 
«uft laor'ifice, preval ed alio affsonell the old GanLs. Rrovila horntnniv iitl'i vita Momni- 
ni& roddatnr, non pulTc aliler JjLorui.i inrimoiii;.' jn: pljt.iri ArL’iLiantur (Galh) 

jf pubJiceqwe tjuidem Gencr.s Iiabcut :>.icri.Mri.>. ' 

J • Caf, Cemipeu, de Bell. Gall, t, ri, C. afi. 
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(lubt. What an anchor for the soul is such a belief i how 
sure ! how stedtast ! May it be our solace in life, and our 
security in death. 

A volume of letters, written by the Earl of Orrery to his 
son, h.ts very much captivated the attention of the public. — • 
Dr. Brown’s remarks too upon Lord Shaftbury’s Ciiaracler 
isiicks arc, I think, equally wr)rthy of universal accepian-e. 
’I'is a retliicd entertainment, to peruse such elegant and ju- 
dicious ( oinpositions. But how Hat arc they all, how jejune 
ami s[)iritk-ss, compared with the sincere miik ot the vvord J 
the lively (jracles ot God ! I hope, they will always prove; 
a wljci to our spiritual appetite; qiiickeirour desires, and 
heighten our rihsh, of that lieaveiiiy manna, which is spread 
over c\ cry page ot the Bible. 


I am, Dear Sir, 

Your obliged and ali'eetionalc Friend, 

jAMtS IlEaVfiY. 


J.EiTER XII. 


London, Jan* 11, 175?, 


Jrj'i/ dear Friend, 

I 

I Know you will excuse my long silence, and 
acquit me on the receipt of this letter, tltough I own myself 
in your debt for another. When 1 have a lucid or a lively 
interval, 1 think it my duty to employ it, in attempting t<> 
finish my little work. Which alas! proceeds as slowly, aS' 
my blood creeps heavily through my veins. Happy, hapj;y; 
they, who liave firtnncss of nerve, and fertility of thought ; 
and are emdded to devote them both to Jiheir gracious Re« 
deemer’s service. 
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Please to pay mv best thanks to Dr. Cotton, f.»r his very 
delicate visions, I wish ihey inav do good, and promote 
virtue ; tlien, I am persuaded, Ihey wdl ans ver the b-'iievo- 
]ent iiitciitioii ol tite author. 1 \vi-h at the same time, tha^ 
be w-ciild be a little explicit and courageous for Ji-s-i* 
Christ. 1 le deserves it at our Iiands, who for our sake eCi' 
dured the cross, and despisedthe sb.amc. Me will reco'ii- 
perise it into our bosom, by owning us before h.s fatiier, 
and the Inily angels. Nor can I ever tfilnk, that the spread 
of our performances will be ub tructed, by pleasing him, 
who has ail hearts and all events in his sovereign hand. — 
A vision upon death f , without a display of Cnrist, seems to 
me like a bofly wiliiouf a Iieart, or an heart without aniiijal 
spirits. 1 am sure, when I was lately (as myself an>l every 
one apprehended) on the brink ot eternity, I found no con- 
solation but in Cirriat Tuen 1 felt, wh it 1 had so otten 
read, that there is no other name given under Ijeaven, 
whereby man may obtain life and salvation, buE only the 
name, tiie precious and inestimable name of Jesus Christ. 
Oh ! that its savour may be to us, both living and dying, 
“ as ointment poured out.” 

Tell Mrs, that she has not ofTended me ; but 1 

am grieved, that 1 should give her occasion tor such a sus- 
picion. 

You refer me to Ksdr. v. 33 J. 'Pis a sweet passage, a 
noble and comfonable truth ; and the .apparent doctrine of 
scriptur-, howevi-r found in an apochryphal book. — Oh ! 
that wc iiiay seek more assiduously -to our all condescend- 
ing and omnipotent friend. He will never upbraid us tor 
our importunity ; he will never disappoint our hope ; he is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above all, that wc can 
ask, or think ; .and, blessed for ever be his naire, as is his 
po'Acr ; so is his love to his people, his children. Ins heirs. 



+ T l;o laA of Dr, Colton'* very elegant poctiJii vifions. 


J An<^ I faid, fptak OJijiny Lord; then faid he unto me, thou art fore troubled in 
miiid Tor X''rsic;i's fake *, lov^rli t!:ou that people better thaa he, that inade them. 
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In this blessed number may he rank my dear friend, and 
his 


Truly aflFectionate, 8i c. 

JAMES HERVEY. 


LEITER XIII. 


Miles's Lane, March 24, 1752. 


M\f dear Friend, 

I Received your favour. — I con:»ratulate you on 
your success in your profession. Mojes says, *“ it is Gjcl, 
who giveth power to get wealth.” May sucli accessions 
of ^ro^|)erity, enlarge your heart wiili gratilndt; and attacli 
your jiliections to our divine benefactor! — lam sorry to 
hear sour account of dear * “ Lord lead me in a plain 

“ way,” was the prayer of a noble sufTeier. ;'\I.iy the thing,- 
that he jiraved for, be the dc-sirc ot our heart, an.l guide of 
our lile. I will very readily give him some bible , ifhe 
(for he is, il 1 mi-, take not, a member of the society for p-o- 
moling enristian knowledge) wid send ra : asi order in Ids 
name, a dozen shall be at bis service. I shall tiiink my 
own books are publidiv-'d to good purpose, it ihev enable 
the au'hor to distribute ■[■ the invaluable !) !.ik of God. 

Upon reflection I charge myself wilii folly, for putting it 
into Mr. * *’s power to communicate a certain rumour. — 

S s 


t Mr. Hmcy received feven hundred pounds f'»r his wrifingf ; iv-^ry w’ ich 

he gave away in chaiAy; though he was lalhcr in .ira r t.icumd ■ c*.« Hml . 
would he iulier hii name to l?c mtiitiyoedj where a couid he avoided, lU* 
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Tlie kvife man Fays liumourously and sarcastically ; ” ven* 
“ ture to cof'ceal a secret, and be bold it will not burst 
“ tl'.ee.” Intimating withal, that a secret in most people’s 
breast, is like fermenting liquor in a cask, which must have 
vent j or else it will burst the vessel. Therefore 

Quid de qnoque riro, if cui SiCpe caveto. 

IMr. * *’s last piece I have not read through. I can’t 
say, I am fond of |that cuntroversy. Ti'.e doctrine of the 
j)erscvcra!u;e ot C irisi’s servants, C;i:i::t’s children, Ciirijl’s 
sijcuse. and Christ’s moir.bcrs, I am thoroughly persuaded 
of. Precle'iiiii.ition f and rcprobadori I think of, with te<ar 
and tivrahiing And if I should attempt to .study theiiij I 
vvonid study tlicin on tny kines. 

I wish uHi would ask Dr. Stonhousc’s opinion about Eph. 
iv. 16, with relation to the anatomical propriety of tite pas- 
sage } and v.Mlh his, give me your ow'n. — I tiow not what 
to do, abtrat publishing. May the father of lights direct 
me ! and not sulior me, either to write improperly, or to 
print precipitately ! — ^Vith thanks tor your letter, and with 
prayers for your increase in faith, in love, ."uid holiness ; or, 
in that kingdom of Cod, which is righteousness, and peace, 
and juy in tiic holy ghost. I aai 

Ever your’s, 
JAMES 11ERVE\. 

' .h'v T.cUfir XCV i J. of thii V»'i . 
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LETTEli XIV. 


AI lies' s Lane, 175 . 


Dear Mr. Nixon, 

I AM ohligeH to yon, for t!;? favour done me by 
your k’tti r, and tor ihe honor done me by yonr vcr^^^s to bo 
engraved under inv m ’zzotinta jncfLire. I rhould have ac- 
ki if/\vledf:ed both thcie obligations sooner, if my prir.f.O'iler 
d.id in.'t !)een dilatory in publishing the picture ; \v!;icri is 
now transmitted to Dr. Stoaliousc, and fle.'>ire-.i y uir acce-j- 
tance. 

I cannot forbear thirihing, that is riilied honor, is a 
little. tapiH ious and whunsical, I for toy par:, had taken 
ni} final leave of her ; c.xpccted none of iier f.u’ouvs, and 
was become lannliaiiy acquainted with c..)nu.‘.!ipr. How 
is it tlien, that she singK's ('ut a pnr '-i'., v/h- r.e name h?> 
long ago been struck out of it.’r li ;r ; and be- r.jw,s her ca- 
resses upon a mean Cicafurc, that h.iS ix'c.'i U'.ed to -it on 
thedungln.l? Uh that it mav be lor tlic glo'y of Chrislhs 
grace, Clirist’s wisdom, k’!!ri^tV. powv’r ! mar 1 eerve to tite 
sun of rigi.teomtncRS, a.s a cloud is ’uiise.rva'r.t lo tiie sun i:i 
the firmament, which, thongli all gloomy in ii'-fui, t \i ibit'; 
a raii.bovv ; and tiicreby slica s lise woif v. iiat h-eaiuiml 
colours are combined in that magairieerit iumuK r, . 

You arc jdcased to enquire altirmv v.-or!: ; dear 

Sir, add to your kind inquiries, a j>ravc-r to tli.i! it r,i\vr 

be executed under the anoiiitingn cf l.is .q.:;!:, a.ui :'pp': 

(if ever it appears) under the influence oi i.'.s bic.i.m;’. Sly 
late sickness laid an absolu e enibango upon It, lor a c^)il^i' 


late sickness laid an absolu e embargo upon ;t, lor a coum- 
derable time, and has so shattered my K cble consticuiion, 
that 1 proceed like a vessel that has lost its riggmg, and is 
full of leaks. — However slowly I adwincc m bits cssav, m.iy 
J grow daily in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Ciirist j and meet you, dear Sir, in. that 
happy, happy haven, where \vc both would be. 'I ill tl;c;i 
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be pleased to rank, in the number of your sincere and afrec- 
tionate friends 

I am. Dear Sir, 

Your obliged and affectionate Friend, 

James Hervey. 


LFITER XV; 


TO lUS MOTHER. 


April 6, 

Honored Madam, 

I Received your favour of the 4th instant. Am 
very sorry to find, iny father is so ill. I hope and earnestly 
pray, that the great eternal Lord of life and death, will re* 
buke his disorder, and restore him to health. — You need 
not doubt of being remembered in my supplications to the 
throne of grace. Oh that they w’ere better I Oh that they 
proceeded irom firmer faith, and, were accompanied with 
greater tcrvoiir ! poor and weak as they arc, they are often 
put up in behalf of my honored parents, that the God and 
aiher of our Lord Jesus Christ, niay strengthen them with 
all mig!.!, arcouling to his glorious power, unto all patience 
and loi g sutleiing with joy fulncss. May he give them an 
liumblc resignation to his blessed willy enable them to re- 
joice even in their tribulations, and make all things work 
together tor their good — thcir exceeding great, and everlast- 
ing good; 

■ Ever, ycur’s &C* 

JAMES HERVEY. 
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Dear Sir, 


rottaiham, Oct. 18, 1751, 


Wii AT s'lflll r snv, or liow 
self? I seem to he in the condition of 


shn’l T excuse my- 
I'/iaroa/i'x butler. 


V l o r' O'einbered t of his <Triof] friend Josciih, but for^r’.t 
hi’'’.— Y< t be ,'i'-Mire<l, dear Sir, that I have not forgot year 


Undj ; I I'ave rctainecl a warm seni-e of j^Tatitm’.e in niv 
breast : ’’I'li. rea-fm of my not acAnowIcdgin:^ your favoa.r 
Svoner was 'lu" ! I t'roonsed to liave transmitted my jtiece 
to your liands {that part of it at least, wlr.cli was to be en- 
riched wit!) your own thougli.s) tiiat it mi'jht have the ad- 
vantage of your critical rcvisal, and jntlicious corrections.- 
J3ut, extreme we-'kness of body, has retarded me i" accom. 
plishing, has almost rendered me incapaltie' of prosecuting 
tl;e work. To all which intirmitic s the providence of our 
all Wise heavenly father, has been pleased to super.idd a vio, 
lent (ever ; wdiich confined me for eiglit weeks, and brought 
me to the very brink of the gr.ave. J hog of you de.ar Sir, 
to accept my best thanks for your letter and its valutible 
contents ; tliough late in their arrival, t'.cy arc very sincere 
in their tender. I hope you will give me leave to be oldig. 
cd to you for one favour more. If ever the divine gr:oduoss 
shall enable me to complete my design, allow : ie to ptit it 
under your examination I shall send it abroad int » the 
world, V. iih much less trepidation, with much greater satis- 
faction, if it has undergone the scrutiny of your jurlgment. 
aiid rcceiv'cd the correction of your pen. — I ant, at le.ist 1 
wish to be, sensible of my own incapacity Nm handling th i 
glorious, the divjnely excellent truths cd God's everlasting 
gospel. If the apostle, who had been caught up into the 
third heaven, could not forbear crying out with so much 
vehemence, “ Who is sufficient for these things?" T/hat^ 
Oh what shall 1 say ? Indeed, I have much fear and trem. 
bling of heart, lest 1 should give some ^wrong to'uch to tlie 
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ark; or by any imonident, though officious kiss, may betray 
my divine master to his enemies, rather than recommend 
him to the world. — Good Sir, assist me with your pravers, 
that it I write, I may be anointed with that unction from 
the holy one, which may teach me all things, and lead ne 
into all truth ; which may furnish me with tlie tongue of 
the learned, and give me the pen <jf a ready writer. 

Flavc you seen Mr. favlor’s late treatise on the sacrifice 
and atonement of Jesus Christ : If you have, I should he 
glad to know what remarks occurred to your m.a-d on the 
perusal. — As you are a lover of mt iral philosojih',', I wish 
you would consir’er the blessing ot Joseph, Deut. xxxi i. 1.^, 
1+, 15, Id. and favour me with your sentiments upon 
beautiful [inssnge. — I should not make either this or the 
jircccding iiuiutst, if I hud not the highest opinion of the 
li'ecdora and fitlrlily of your temper, and tl.e accurate dis* 
cernment of your understanding. — As the bh. .-sed C Jod has 
been pleased to de.adcn your sense of hearing, may he daily 
‘ (tptieken your spiritual senses, to discern Ixith good and evil. 
May he give you to Iiear the sweet and still voice of his 
good spirit, vvitncising with your spirit, that you are the 
child of God, and rm heir of glory ! and would you inijilorc 
the same blescing for your unworthy friend, it would be a 
kindneSvS mo.u gratefully to be acknowledged by, dear 
Sir, 


Your much obliged, and 
very affeclionate friend &c. 

Ja.mes IIkrvlt. 


V, S. We huii’e put one of Mr. Moses Browne’s ch’Idren 
apprenti.^i^io a handsome business j and it w ill be a plea- 
sure .t^TO|So worthy a man all the service that lies in mv 



LSTTEItS. 


StS 


LEVI Eli XVII. 


London^ Miles's Lane, Dec, 22, 1731, 


Dear Sister, 

YE^i^'ERDAY In the afternoon, ^rr. * * and 
his mother call, nl upon me; he offered to con vev a letter 
or any message to IVeslon. 1 coaid not neglect this oppor* 
lunitv of sending vou mv best wishes, and the congratnla* 
tinns of the season, 

I'lease to thank my mother for her kind letter. — The 
•w'ine was to liave come List week, hat my b.'^otlier forg )t 
to give the nccessarv orders, until it was too late, I hope 
no such disappointment will happen, i> we live to see the 
end of this week, i wisfi you much of the divine presence, 
an'i joy of the Lord in ii.dng it May vve all drink of th >sc 
living waters, which Christ Jesus has promised in his gos. 
pel ! of which they, who drink, sltal! thirst no more ; but 
they shall be in them a wcdl of water, springing up into 
everlasting life, — Pray let mt know, wliai those living wa- 
ters mean ? 

' I have no present to make you thi; C/'instiiia.^, unless you 
will accept one from God’s holy word. I'l cii'.’ ninth clujr- 
ter of Isaiah, it is foretold, that poor si 'ners, sltall not only 
have a good Iiopc, but shall even rejoice hcrare God. 
joiee with exceeding gtcat joy; such as the humandina.i 
Icels, wl'icn he gathers in his harvest, and receives liie re- 
ward of all his toil. Such as the soldier experiences, when 
he has conquered his enemy, and is dividing the spoil. 

Vv'liat sliall be ti.e source ot this joy? — Titcir worldly 
wealth? Alas! riches make themselves wings, and fly away, 
'i'hey propiv't not. in the day ol wrath. — I'heir carnal plea- 
sures? Tiiesc are always froth, and trequently gall. To be 
enamoured with these is death. — Their own good deeds ? 
These are a broken reed, a filthy rag ; and should cover us 
with confusion, not fill us with conceit. — Whence then is 
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tliis joy to flow ? From Clirist, whollv from C 'is*'; he is 
the rich pifr of Cod: lie is the pc.irl of ercnt pi'C' ; the 
only consolation of sinuers, and the supreme j iv of his ivo* 
j)lc. — Therehire tl'.e proj-toef adds, in t ie of rri* 

innph 'an<i exvnui’ion, “ to i:s a c^ ‘id Is Iviro, to ii.-< a son is 
“ f-Ive!i, and t'ie ■;overn;::.;:.t shall We noon his shoiil lers, 
and Ids name shall be c.-'.’.led wonderful, onnsellor, t ie 
“ ivi!:;litv («od. the ev-rl.iyiing l.'.llier, t!ie prince ot peace.” 
’i his child Is J ‘s.is Clirisf, wli ) i; fiu tonndati )o ot all our 
cotiifcrt, the sn:i of all iri'e fU ii;^ht. 1 1 ; is t i-t so’i (/ the 
most liil'h, }Xt j;!Vrn to be made r.uiii, to lie m.ado a sacri- 
fice, to bo itiade a cnvse, tor ns. — So ypo.'it, tliat the govern- 
ment of 111,; ■. v.;' Oil ii.'iU.i’c is inim hi^ s'd i.ildens. 'I'lie scep- 
tre ol Siijji'i'iiie auihoriiv is in Id, Ims'd : lie is head over all 
iliinjps to his tl.nrcli — So yiurl :us, that Iiis name .shall be 
called \vo:idc.n.ii. (>od and man in oiie in.itc'iles.s and mar 
vellous person, Cioathed wilii ci '.y, yot possessed of all the 
luiness of the "odhea.l. idleo Jacob’s ladder; whose fopt 
was fixed on car'di, v.Iiilc tlie summit was lost in the skies. 
—-So gracious, (hat he is tiio counsellor to instruct ignorant 
creatures, and by ins word and spirit make them wise unto 
salvation. The uiiglsty (jocI ; to suliduc our iniquities, to 
v/r.*te his laws in our Iiearts, and make us partakers ot a di- 
vine nature. The iirincc or jicace ; reconciling us to (i.id 
by his death, and mahiiig peace by the blood of liLs cross ; 
by appH ing these blessings to o rr conscience', filling as with 
that peace ot Cjod, which jiasscth all understanding. The ’ 
cverlasti'ig father ; to ci;, il .h us under the wings c'f his pro. 
vidcnce and grace 3 t ) 111 -dv ; all things work together for 
our good ; and prepare for is an everlasting inheritance; 
even the inheritance 'ricorn-.ptlble, undeliled, and that fad- 
cih not awat’.-'-'Oh may the ."t’orablc Redeemer be ail this 
to us ! the, pr'''blict repeats this oxpresjio;), to us. This cir- 
cumstance is of the last importance. iben only is Christ 
cur fouutyn of life, and full of delights, when lie is all this, 
does atpMs, to us, even to us. 

1 ^ this scripture be the subject of our meditation, 
amicist the approaching solemnity. And may an evcilast^ 
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in;{ sense of irs “blessings, give an add.tiona.', a heaveniy 
reli<jh to all our other entertaintnents !— — 

I am, 

Yoiirjobllgcd and affectionate Brother, 

jAMiiS IIervet# 


LE ITER XVIlij 


Dear Sir, 

It is not the MiffiGultv of ans'vering Dr, C * *’s 
question, that makes me avoid it, but the disag ee ble na- 
ture of the office. At it will oblige me to siu-w, that he 
entirely mistakes both the naMre of th>‘ srrinturex, and the 
nature of man. He would tnake Dr. * * 's ai.d Dr. * * *’s 
sentiments of things, the touch xtaiie of divine revelation ~ 
What Is level to their apprehensions, must be r^A/ ; what 
comports with their ilotions, must he true. At tsiis rate, 
they are not doers of the law, but judges. On the coptra- 
rv, if they do not understand tlie doc’.rine of union with 
Christ, or the fitness of free justification t > promote holines.s, 
it is because their understandings are darkened ; it is a sign, 
tliat they want the eye salve ; a proof, that their senses are 
not exercised to discern between good and evd. 

Dr. C * * has Homan virtue; but indeed ‘ c very much 
wants the eye-salve; He sees no glory and comeliness in 
Christ : but much in his own. conforinitv t.> the co nmands 
of his Maker, — While such sentiments poasess the iniud* 
people have no “eyes to discern the . b'^auty of free gucct 
Christ is just as insignificant, as the physician’s offering to 
prespribe tpr a person in perfect hcaltn.-^I am ai;e, mf 
/ ■ ■ ' ' ■ 
Tt' 
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poor, lame, mangled conformity to my Maker’s commands 
fiilF me with sh.asne, aiid would make me hang dovvn, my 
head as a bulrush. Hut rnv Lord’s death, iny Lonl’s obe- 
d enee, m.y divine Loni’s merir, encourage^ me, erriboldeii'S 
me, and enables me; to say, who bh.dl condemn in *- ?” — 
lie |. leased by tl.e bye, to coni;‘;;ire Dr. C f *V> foundation 
fiT C' rnN’Tt and coididencc* wilh St PaiiCs, viii, "53, 

3-1, AVl'o is in tlie right, I le^ive you to cieterminc. I vvdl 
O: Iv eri.turi' to asscri, that Paul of l\n':'us had as much 
co; ff Tin tv to tlv' eoinmand.s of his Maker as our amiable 
friei-d. OIi • at he was ic'^s am a!)ie in his own eyes ;and 
kiH:w liim^eh lo he wrctcli''^'^, and miserable, aiul poor, 
ar.;l Mind and rn'.ki’d.” See Rj v. iii. I7. 

l>t, “ A P(‘rs:KLsi)n o;our reconciliation to (Jod, previ. 
ons to oiir pcrroimanec of Indy duties.*'* — Dr. C * * ruk^, 
is the Jvundafion of such a persuasion r — lo which I 
ansvs'er, the doctrii.e delivered by St. Pauly Rom. v. 10. 
AVhen we were c,v«';7//ey, we wore reconciled to Cjod by the 
death of his son. Tiom this passage he will see, that recoa* 
cilia t ion to (iod is piwiuus to our porfonnance ot holy du- 
ties. It is a blessing procured tor enemies; and to say, 
that enemies have p/crtormed holy duties, is to confound the 
clillerence between rebels and subjects ; U to make rcbclli^ 
on and allegiance liie same, — Nay more, th.is blessing has 
no manner ol dependance on our pc^CiOrmancc of holy duties,, 
b.c-c uee it i- procure. d, n(;t partially, but wholly {)rocured 
b\ the death of Cliri^^i. It is nor said, when w-e, who were 
fcon.K:ii.;:c enemies, began to pCi*‘rorni holy duties; but when 
v. e eiiomiC', whi.e v c were encmi<!S, and considered 
only as en*;mies. 1 hen, i.v:n then. — Wonderous grace ! 
grace wortl.y of a (iud ! will not such grace incline the 
.ri.bel5 to throiw' down their iiims? 

Dr. C * * imving laid down' some premises, makes tins 
nJcreucc ; hence ti.c phrase of our leconciliation toGod^ 
vyj^^Av'c have lenouiiced our sins.” Rut does tins in-* 
ferc^tf tail; wirli the aj ocilie’s declaration, or is it the pro- 
qut Ejce* ot.his doctnne r Let not the acute dispu* 
tahfj but the vvay-laiing man judge. 

blessed b iviour, adds tiic doctor, directly asserts, 
,, that tlife pcrforaiance ot religious duties is the " sole evi- 
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“ dence of our reconciliation.” — We are not in'.iuirinj 
about the evidences of roconciliatinn, Imf about the w.ty to 
acquire them. To detenniuCj wliat arc the evidences of a 
cure, is easy enough ; but to prescribe tlie expeditious an I 
ci'itain method of working the cure, this i.s t)ie thing we 
want. Here according to my poor ooinion. Mr. M.ir.sli.til 
cxcells as much it) the spiritual, as Dr. C ♦ * in the aiiiui d 
'1 hcrapcutica. 

Dr. C * * urges our Lord’s words, “ ye are my ficn is, 
it you rlo whatsoever I coir. rand you.” — Watidcnng trmri 
the point again, 'the question is, how we shali be animat* 
cd, sfrer.gtliencd, and enabled to do them ? 

Tpon this subject reason tells us, t’lat suc’n a discharge of 
religious duties can alone convince a Christian of tl;e sir’ce- 
rity of his profession. — It may be so ; but prav, SUnlam ira. 
son, don’t be impertinent, we did not ask vour opinion upon 
the point j it you would speak to the [-urpose, yott mu it 
te 1 us, how we may be enabled to cii.sch.arge tiiese rc.igious 
duties. Does your ladyship knorv, which is the ‘irst religi- 
ous duty ? I question it ; he content therefore to receive 
iiiformation from scrijrturc. 'I hon shalt love tiro L.<rJ tiiy 
God with all thy heart. This is the first religious, duty ; 
now tt'll Dr. C * * arnl me, tf ii us honosMy .and explicitly, 
how we can perform this duty? is it |rossibl3 to love the 
3..or4j, to love him with ail our heart, it v.;; look, upon him 
as incensed against us, unreconciled t.r u.i ? Is it po-sible 
to love him when wc apprelicnd ouriicIvc.s to be luuicr !iis 

. i 

wrath, or suspect that lie w.ii [)r.)ve an enemy to its at t.te 
last ? 

The Doctor having an higher opinion of rc.asan * tlian I, 
is a greater f.ivourite with lier, I w'ould thcrelore beg to 
kiiovv ot iiim, what reply she nitikcs to this interrogatory ; 
and I promise before hand, that I will stand to ltt.-r award, 
ii sue can point out any method of practising this auty, dif- 
ferent from that jrroposed by Mr. Marshall i titen my fa- 
vourite author and myself^ will submit t<.^||^chargc of en* 
thusiasm. 


* Ration 1 mean, iaher pr4.I'cnt 
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‘.'div. ‘‘ A persua-'lon or our future enjoyment of the 
Vea erly happiness, j.'revious to our performance of holy 
‘‘ dut '*s. ' 

1 asc Mr TTervev, “ what is the Pounflation of such a 
p rs ■a^^■•n ?” — Mr, Ilcrvey answers, our free justifica- 
t’’ n th ough J Fus Chrst, wiiicli we receive under the cha- 
ra. t r of ungodly pcr^on•^ ; consequendv, before the per- 
formnii 'e of good worki, Rnoi iv. h, — I answer again ; 
^ lie Uee pron.ise of tJod. God hath given unto us eternal 
li e. 1 J I n V. 1 ). Bit is not this proinise tounded on our 
O'- n d 't'( s a fihedie ce r No, but on the duties and obe* 
di< nee o our great Mediator. This life is in his son. 

Ill the fr.'t 1)' ok o; the sacred writings is this important 
iiverrog-.toi y, n;a<lo by God himself ; if thou dost well, 
s ait 10 . thou lx* accepted ? — Mere I beg leave to ask, i.i 
ntv turn, whieh. is tiie person, who does well i Dr. C 
who C' uld persuade us to reject the gift of (iod, (l John 
y. H ) and not believe h s word ? Or Mr. Marsnall, w'ho 
would engage us to crc<iit the divine declariation, and re- 
ceive the divine gift ? I’he Apostle says, by not belicvtng 
this record, we make Ciod ?. Is.ir, l John v. 10. And shall 
we call this doing well ? or is this the way to be accep- 
ted 

The Doctor farther urges, in tiic very last chapter of the 
same sacred volumes uc are told, Blessed are they, wiio 
“ do his conunandinents, that they may have a right to the' 
“ tree ot lilc.*’ — Let me ask again, d es the Dvjclur remem- 
btr, vviuit the command. nents of t!;e Alndghty are? lie 
ma) St I' them reduced to two particulars, and ranged in tiic 
cxacrcst order, 1 John, iii 23. I he first ot tlic-se cooi- 
ntamlmotits is, tliat we bel cvc on the name of his .'on Je- 
sus Christ. Lei the DoCteo only interpret tiiis precept, tell 
n;c vvhaVis Included in this junction, and I am iiicimed to 
t' ink, he will find each ot Mr. Marsiiah’s preininuary arti- 
cles, ^i^taincd in its import. 'I'o belie /c in Ciirist, is to 
live l^imer a ^^uasiim, that he has died to retiMicile me to 
God ; that laHli. obeyed to obtam ctern-d life tor me, and 
inteicedes .tnat [ inu\ recMve tiie Muiv Gnosttiie 

^ooilortcr.-yylakc away these mgreUients irom laiili, and its 
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spirit evaporates ; its very life expires ; you have nothing 
1, t’V hut H mere cupiif morlumn. 

The Docti'r cli>iri.',es us“ ith soiritnal pride*” But is it 
pride, fo enntess ourselves un^ndiy wretdies ; a d as such, 
to receive free jusufication from inhniiely rich jrrace ?— «■ 
“ \\ itli i>ri-.vi;!)i tion and on'varr.uirabio persiiisi — Bat 
is '.i'.at a j'i-.'suir jaiious elaim, or that an MIlvva^ran^^blv: p'T- 
su'usion, oITk h 1 .-. N nndeti on the in^til’ble pro nise of tr> 
ar.d injpiit.;! in ih ;• 'ery nitiire of fiOtn ? — lie bitlsus “ Be- 
*• ware 1- st we !)v* t ’e dupes of oar own ccdulity Wc 
thrink ii an f a- the *ri -iidlv adinonition j an i, to shew our 
gfi uru'ic, v\t would suggest acaulion to ourwarthv friend, 
ti at IA ' n i;e argues on a religifius subject, he would ga a 
clf ;ip. r iut-as ot its nature : he talks ot teconciliation, as i:n- 
}•>:) . ng concern and grief. Here lie ligitts w lii a sl.aiow, 
ar.d a sliadow of ids own raisuig ; no mortal ever aftirmei 
or dreamed ot any such thing. Recoiiciliati an is neither 
more nor less, t!un a removal of olTence, and a restoration 
to favour. lie mentions Mr. M.iisiu.h’s three propositions, 
as the requisite signals of faith, whereas they a*c the con- 
stituent parts, the scry essence of faith : tlicy ditFcr as much 
from a signal, as tlie florid bloom and lively spirits cliiicr 
ifom the bloom on the check, or the sparkle in the eye. — 
11c tells us, “ tiiat the faith ot the Jews was one thing ; 
“ but alter our Saviour’s death, the faith ot the Cientiics 
“ was another.” St. Paul, who tvas a Jew i:v idrth, and 
an Apostle ot the Gentiles by oiltce, tails us the very rc- 
\erse. 1 here is one fatth, of which, Ciirist the L uub, shiia 
lit m the foundatioii of the wotlJ, was, and ;i, iho i':veri,iV;e 
(dijcct. To liiin give all the Prophets, as v/cll as al! tlio 
.'Vposiies, witness, that whosoever brlievetli in him shall re- 
ceive reu Ission ot sins. Believing in Christ, vve .sec, is the 
one constant, unalterable, way, in which bath Jews arw! 
(jcntiles, tiie hearers ot the .Apostles and couveiis of tiio 
Propheis, , obtained pardon, lite, and glory. 

Had Dr. C f J observed this caution, he would not Isave 
spent so many ncediess and random wor ts on the third pro- 
position,. which proceed upon an absoftne mistake or the 
point. “ ^V£ advocates tor seJf-suilicien y in man!” t 
wonder how the ingenious doctor can enieriain such a sus- 
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picton ; especially as he knows, we have sab-icriSed, we 
believe, and we maintain the tcith article of our church. — 
He has blamed us for this belief; therefore he sh )ul I, lo* li! 
reason, blame himself for those extravagant cKciir-.i »i)a >t 
his pen ; which are just as far from sobriety a t tc-, as t:i_' 
Antipodes are from the latitude of Lmdon. Oar (iiixiui, 
and Mr. MarshalPs meaning is— thoujjii ], ss t)i .ii iiot!iing, 
though worse than nothing in oursc-lvcs, wo ca.i do uJI 
things through Christ’s strengthen ng u;. 

1 am, 

Dear Sir, 

Your much obliged, and 
very affectionate friend See, 
James Hervet. 


LElTEll XIX. 


Saturday Morningi 


Vy very dear FricNii, 

' I beg you to tell Dr. Coltou, tlint his 

beautiful visionsf were by Dodsley 'he bookseller put into 
the hands of a very pious and ingenious friend of mine, who 
proposes an alteration in the ninth line of tlie sixty-ninth 
page of (he fifth edition, where he would read Jesus instead 
of virtue. 


^ S46 page tS, 


Letters 




/]/ that import atit hour of need, 

Jesus shall prove a fritnd indeed. 

Bill f :i'ii not of his opinion, unless an uniform vein 
cvaniii !!: al docfrine hail run through the whole : this I must 
con(i.'‘.i i t'ould liave been glad to have seen m so elegant a 
poem, V licre Spenser’s fancy, and Prior’s case are united c 
rjT tl I hope if ihe docror shoiilii ever write any more poetry, 
ho will ta’k'- !>hs important hint into his consideration ; in- 
.''(■{'d lie oiijM'ii, lor even in his vision on death, he has no| 
paid, t!'e liast r gar i to Christ our Redeemer, the conquer- 
or of death. I presume tiiey sell according to our wishcE. 
M 'iV ti.ey under tlie blessing of a most gracious (iod, im- 
parl good to the vv’orld, and bring gain to the ami.iblc au- 
thor! 

If I mistake not, you are a su!)scri!>ing member of the 
.s<K ielv lor promoting ciinsiian knovvledgc : will you be so 
as to procure fi.r me a dozen of bibles, ahd a dozen 
t il',e Bishop of JMan uo tlie L'lrd’s supper? — I giveaway 
ti'is to ciiminunicams, because it has the communion service 
ill it ; and bcc-tuse it is more evangelical, and less cxcep- 
tioiiahlc tlian the generality of what are called preparations 
lor, or con.paniims at the sacrament; — too many of which 
books, fiv !<;:.g pravers for each day in the week, and by 
injudicious represciitatioi'is, have sometimes, I fear a contra, 
ry tileii to v.hai was intendod. — i had once a liesign, nor 
have I wholly 1 ,id it aside, of extracting from Jeiiks’soHtc© 
of devotion the tew leaves he ims there wrote so pathetical- 
ly on the satramt.ni, and of printing them with tiie commu- 
nion service alter tlie uKinncr of the Bishop of Man ; adding^ 
<,n tl’.e sides suitable obseivations ot my own to supply 
jenks’s deficiencies; — I propose likewise to add what 
Marshall says on the subject, and insert from the Bishop of 
Man, is short, yet striking meditalions on some w'clj-chosea 
texts ot scripture, which will be of service to every one; 
particularly lo thosc, who are unaccustomed to meditate, or 
have no toJents tor it, and conseqocmly want such an assis- 
tance to employ the' time wnile others . a j a receiving the 
bread and w Ine. — What says iqy. Fidus ^^idtes to this ?— 
Gtvis it a place in your thoughts j and, however we may 
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determine on this, let us <letcrin:tie to cl«rave more closely 
to the Lordy an. I waif noon our G »d contiiiualiv ! unto 
n t I up mine eyes, () thou that dviellost 'ii the in* ;vi 
Let this be our paitern, and such our practice. I > his 
tender cure, a^d coutiaual guidance, I com.nit you, auci 
4)tn, 

Your very aftcctiojntc Friend, 

JAMES ilERVEY. 


LEITER XX. 


JVeslmi, 17564 


Bear Sir. 


■I^Confess I am covetous, and like-covetous pro- 
.ple, unreasonable. I was in hope of rtveivinij another favor 
'from your pen, before I troubled you wit'i anoth er solicit'd' 
ition — lJut an alFair ha.s lately happened, or rath ^r a project 
has started in ray mind, which I will lay betjre vou . — On 
iJunday last a neighbour ng clergyman sent me for nrv pc. 
rus?l, a sermon preached by l>f. T f -j-k, before the II lu^o 
of C'ornmor.;., on the late public * fast. Wiicn I perused it, 
and not saw a single mention of Christ, nor a single hint of 
an evangel'cal nature, I was surprized, and grieved : and 
80 much the morp, as it w.-is precched by one of the most 
celebrated Divine;; in the kingdom, and bctorc the whole 
kingdom convened in their representatives. 1 thought it 
was a pity that such a notorious slight put UfyOn our most 
glorious Redeemer, should j>ass Witiiout animadversions. I 
couhijliot lorbcar wishing, that the Lord would .enable me# 
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even’ me (the least and weakest in my heavenly father’s 
house) to bear my testimony for Jesus who’ was crucified. I 
there conceived some thoughts of publishing a sermon 
preached at Weston, upon a subject somewhat similar to his ; 
yet though mine is designedly plain, and destitute of .the 
polite doctor’s embellishments, yet it has more of Christ, 
and his gospel,. I also apprehend, if to this were prefixed 
and subjoined some remarks upon the doctor’s [)errormance, 
it might not be unseasonable, nor unprofitable. — Now, my 
dear friend, if you approve tire design, would you draw up 
some remarks upon the doctor’s discourse, while I am en- 
deavouring to retrieve my sermon, from a few hints, which 
I happened on that occasion to put down in short-hand ? 
I will own to you, my heart almost tremble? at the prospect 
of appearing in 'print against so eminent a man. And it 
you do not think it proper to be my help and abettor, I 
must drop the design. 'May the Lord Jesus, whose honor 
is concerned, whose blood, and righteousness, whose spirit 
and grace have been disregarded, and treated rs cyphers ; 
may he direct your determination, fructify your invention; 
give you all knowledge and all utterance' ! what think you 
of this method of proceeding? — Making remarks upon the 
unevangeliciil passages— pointing out the places where an 
opportunity offered ot enlarging upon gospel topicks —ex- 
emplifying this gospel manner, and shewing that it would 
be no prejudice, but give infinite weight and J'orce to the 
argument : but I leave all to the blessed God, and my dear 
friend. — Your last, I think, is a most masterly piece of con- 
troversy, for which I am your debtor. May you now be 
enabled to out-do yourself. The subject and [the occasion 
are ot the last importance j if you arc inclined to exert your- 
self, pray let U be in the courtly manner. Your last pen 
was oipt in vinegar, let this be dipt in oil. 

My sermon was on that text, Ezek. xviii. 2'7. I shall 
wait, with incessant prayer to him, whose name is Won- 
DERi>uL, CoussELLOR, till 1 reccivc your answer, . 

, ■ 

^ Ever, your’s &c*; 

Utr 
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Mr. I^rwvpv’s friend on comddcrin^ the proposal ;w the pre- 
■ adin;’; !(i.(r tiroft ft e Jotloicms s and. addressed it Hr* 
♦ » * ]. ^ of the fast .sir won in iTj*!, on 

Jori-ni. xviii. 7. 8. — It is tie’C piintrd, as the observations 
therein eontaiued mau possible be in some wea'ure produc’ 
tire of the ^ood^ ivJiich Mr. Ilervey intended by such like 
rewarki, , ' 


EevererutSir, 

Some tim ? < 1^0 was put into my hands a scr* 
mon or' vour’s on h'r. xviii. 7, 8. preached before the lioti* 
orable House of Co ? ir.ons, on the day of the late jpuh'ic 
fast; wheftiii I ti;<)i!;'iit 1 siiA some rmy w/rt/ermZ omissio s 
and mis akes, w liich I K ared iiii^ht hinder the succe^is r»f 
your injjenioua pcrioniiance ; and therefore, as I would 
neitl’.er have yru to labour in t'oiii nor tiic best use of such 
alarminir ca!l-> of divine providence iie^lccted, I could not 
but gi'. e you tiiC trouble of a letter upon this occasion. 

N can lie more ’Moper, at such seasons, than seri- 

ous discourses upon repentance and reformation : times (d 
rfll cti ri roe rno t like!) to be times of reflection, and when 
it please ' ' . e riioU hif’li thus 'o otfcn the heart, it is theu 
t' 0 tiiiK tor his seivants to soe- the good seed o( his word. 
1 o pje -ii’.e men lor this, God’s judgments lly svvilt as the 
l),,ht. i'o [)f. pare men f.r ihiv he shews by his prophets, 
and sl.-;ys by the word of his mouth : and hap[iy, eternally 
h. pp\, are tho;:e, who are. influenced thereby, to return from 
their ev il ways, and to n;ake their ways and their doings 
good ; U,r thus luns the oivi e promise — “ at what instant 
“ I siia'l! speak concertiing-a nation, and concerning a kiBg- 
y‘ <U.m, to pluck up, and lo pull down, ®and to destroy j if 
f* that nation agamst 1 have pronoiThced this, turn 
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from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thou jht to 
do unto them.” Jer. xviii. 7, 8. 

Such is God’s gracious declaration, which no gospel* 
minister can read, but it must remind him of two t!iin,;s. 
Pirst, tliat this promise is made in Cnrist Jisus. an ! tliere- 
fore can btlong to none but those w-ho tor'oke their sins 
and rtturn unto God by him. S-coudly, this return then 
from evil must I)e acco.mplished turougit the grace an.l spi- 
rit of Oir^t. And, 

Virs!, The mention of this, and every other i)“ )mise in the 
book of (iod, must remind tlie gosped miniuer iiiat it is 
made in Christ Jesus. St. Paul hath assn ed usthit“ all 
“ the promises of God in hi u Ui-e yea,” (m t hd^ a t 1 in 
him, amen,” (confirmed ;) and if all t.hc promi- cu c-f G iJ 
are made and confirmed in him, then his, as on *, uu:;,r he 
made in him. The Redeemer himself hath iiifirnod (s, — 
*' That he is the way, and the truth, and t'tc lit'*, an 1 titat 
“ no man can come to the father but by ffim.” — '1 it to 
turn from evil, and to come unto tlie !ai!‘i r, are ter ns ot 
the same import. Besides, vve know, that it is only tlir^U'lt 
JcKUS Ch.ri.st, that we liave peace vdlh God, arivi t!iat it is 
only tlsrough Jesus Christ, that God h.is reconciled the 
world to himself. “ Can two tlscn walk t igetfiier except 
they arc agreed r” Can (j id sheath the s.vord of his iu^ticc 
before he ts reconciled ti) us ? Jf not, luw can !ic repent of 
‘tlie evil that he lljouglu to do unto us ? .And if he rL-oent.s 
not of the evil, wliith lie ilimight- to do unto us, where is 
our interest in the promiiC r — Bat wiiat need of any more 
V. orihs, when it is most evident, that it is the sou of Gel 
wli ) here speaks by|^he Proplict r ri'.e name person proini. 
scs mercy, who hd^i threatened to destroy wiilj the s:;vrre»t 
judgments : now we know, that *• the Pulicr judges no 
“ man, hut Ites committed all judgment to the son i ilvit <.ll 
men should honor the son, as they h.onor the fatlier.” It 
is verj plain then, that all, who return from evil, must re- 
turn by Christ ; they must return with his price ic. th ur 
hands, and his robes upon their Dacks, and t.ieu, an i not 
till then, they tiresafe, s.ifc tor time and eternity. 

Secondly, JVhen the gospel-minister reads th s gracious 
protuise, he will remember, that such a returning from evil 
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must be accomplished through the grace, and the spirit of 
.Christ. 

How can we, who are not sufficient ot ourselves to think 
a good thought ot ourselves, think of returning to God and 
holiness ? Can the captive who is in love with his chains 
long for liberty ? Can the sinner who is fond of his sins, 
desire to relinquish them ? No ; it is as possible for li:.’: 
Ethiopian to change his skin, or the Leopard bis spots, as 
for us, who are accustomed to do evil, to Lmth to do wcli. 
Nay, far more possible ; for, to accom[)iish this, tiiey need 
only to change their hue ; but before wc can attain to iioii- 
ncss, we must change our nature : vve must make ourselves 
a new heart and a new spirit j tEzek. xviii, Sr) wc must 
quit the grave, and arise from the dead, and who is suffici- 
ent for these things ? Therefore, the master says, — “ No man 
" can come unto me, except the father which hath sent me, 
" Idrnri) him.” — And again — ” Ye have not chosen me, but 
** I have chosten you, and have ordained you to briiig forth 
*f fruit, and that your fruit should remain, — For wiliioiit me 
‘f ye can do nothing.” — And his Apostles assert, — tbui “by 
** grace we are saved tliiough faith, and that not ci' oiir- 
‘f selves, it is the gift of Cod that every grace is the 
fruit of his^kpirit, ot whose fnl ness we have received, and 
grace for grace ; and that wc arc created anew unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained, that we should 
walk in them. 

Now, Sir, are these the true sayings of God ? Are these 
the very words of our Lord, and his Apostles ? — Then un- 
doubtedly to refuse tliem, is to refuse him, who speaks from 
heaven : and if so, how comes it to pa^, that you have uji- 
happily forgot to take notice of these tiffngs upon t'nis so- 
Icmii occasion ? God promises security to all, who forsake 
their sins, and return' unto him in Jesus Christ, and yet Je- 
sus Clirist is never mentioned' in your sermon. Without 
divine grace, and the sanctifying operation* of the Holy 
spirit, we can do nothing ; and yet there wc hear nothing 
of divline grace, or the Holy Spirit. Joab ready to take 
Rabbab, ihe royal city of the Ammonites, 60 ordered the 
c^paign that his master David might have the -honor ot 
victory ; ^but here is a Christian minister, who attacks a 
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cUndcl of human corruption, and never so much as once 
thinks of Christ, through whom? he must conquer. Here is 
a Christian minister, who leaving the| lively oracles, under- 
takes spiritual wickednesses with the carnal weapons of a 
Tuliy and Demosthenes. Mistake me not, I speak not 
against oratory as such ; but if a Roman or a Greek philo- 
sopl'or, -.’ ho had never heard of Christ, can say as much 
agaiiis* tlio vic'.T. of the age, as you can, who have from 
yor,;- y beent educated in the Christian religion, what 

.;/ ) -i,! luoiv t'.inn Others? Is not this too much to slight 
tl:;u bleedin" dviuj; lamb of God, who alone can take 
nivviy ihe sin of the v/orld ! 

iiut the slight put upon our master’s words is not all j 
your not taking notice of these things, has uiihappily led 
you into mistakes, which are utterly inco'nsister.t with his 
undcit.iking. — You call upon us “ by every act of humilia- 
*' lion and repentance to deserve the protection of heaven 
and throughout your whole discourse you labour hard to fi?; 
our hopes upon this basis, and our after obedience. But 
can tiio sincerest repentance, ot the deepest humiliation, 
tieserve the favour of God, and the remittance of punish- 
ment ? If so, then fallen Adam niiglit liavc broken in pieces 
the chains of eternal death, in which he was holden : and 
then, wliat need of theddiug the blood or the promised 
teed ? Vv’hat need of such a sacrifice to appease God, it he 
was already appeased, or could be appeased by the relcnt- 
ings of man ? Briefly, if the death of Christ was necessary 
to purchase eternal redemption for us, then our repentance 
and humiliation can never deserve the divine favour. 

Nor can our after obedience procure such protection. — 
Perfect obedience is a debt continually due from every crea- 
ture as such ; and the payment of a debt due now,* can 
never be a compensation for the non-payment of arrears : 
nor can the most exact payment of what is due from one’s 
self, be esteemed the least part ot payment of what is due 
from another ; and therefore where the debt is obedienec, 
as all creatures are bound to obey at all limes, none but a 
God can pay off the score of any one delinquent. This is 
a tremendous consideration, even supposing true repentance 



LKTTFRS. 


?S3 


and*a thorough reformati on, were wh )llv in our own po y« 
er : but when as sinners we are entirely wir'inut s^e 
{nam.y, 6, 8.) when (as I hive akea y observe i) these g ^ts 
are perfectly dependent upon grace, an I the goo.l ■spirit of 
God } surely, to talk of deserving t‘'e favour ot heaven by 

them, must be extremely absur l. N >r i'. it onlv extremeiy 
absurd, but extremely dang-Tops; as it pi ces tie meiit 
of works higher than ever tlie P.ipists place i t, an J is -n er- 
ly inconsistent with the humble genius ot t.ie prot .s aat re- 
ligion. 

Hut your neglect of faking .prop"r no’i:e of these thi gs, 
not only leads you to disregard the express saying-, of our 
Ijord, and to nullity his work, but to heal the woiin Is of 
the daughter of God’s people slightly. You co nptain of 
our “ protaneness and immorality; of our. pr.lligacy and 
“ unjust opposition to lawful authority ; of our disregard to 
“ decency and good manners, as well as to the laws of our 

country ; of that unlawful pursuit of pleasure, that luxury 
** and extravagance, which insensibly preys upon the cori- 
“ stitution debases the sense, and corrupts the niorals of 
** our people.” — And these are evils, of which you oj^ht 
to complain : they are the sure signs of a declining con- 
sumptive state, and can never be enough lamented. B it 

then, you never touch upon that root of bitterness which 
bears this gall and worm-wood': you say notliing of our un- 
belief, wlitch keeps us at a distance from God, from whom 
we must receive every good and perfect gift : you say no- 
thing of faith, without which it is impossible to please him, 
to turn from evil or return to him, • Nor do you take the 
least notice of our enmity to the 'olessed Jesus, and his holy 
gospel i of that pronencss to rebellion and naughtiness of 
heart, from whence proceeds every evil thought, and word 
sincf work. These tilings you dugi.t to have remembered, 
and not lo have forgotten rhe other. 

Had you renrarked upon tlicsc evils in tlie moral view 
you have taken of our national vices, it wouki naturally 
have led you to point out Suitable remedies. You must 
theri have persuaded us to labour after an union' V^ith Christ, 
the |i?iuntain of grace, by faith j and this radicaf .iuoion with 
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hrm would Viav- produce ’ a mr>ral union, and have traijs- 
fo^me ’ us into his likeness : where faith had been implant- 
ed, love would have flowed ; and where love had flowed, 
tl ere miis* h;we been ready and cheartul obedience j for 
the en * of ihe .comnian Jinent is charity, out of a pure heart, 
and aith iinfeifft ed. Rut without these gracious habits, 
ii if-ri. ally ''rrug'^t, what will all the outward reformation 
iu the w^'rid clu for iisr Have vnu notread of the Pharisees ? 
Did not thoe people keep clea > the outside of the cup and 
the platter ? Far fr m being guilty of any scandalous im- 
mortality, they praved in the str ets, made broad their phy- 
Ji'cteries, lastf'd twice a M eek, and gave tyths of all that 
they posses<?ed : yet were tlu ir inward parts so fllthy, that 
they rinally became obn'-xioiis to a judgment ten thousand 
(i ’ es worse than vvliatjias befallen the unhappy inhabitants 
of Lisbon. Let us itot deceive ourselves ; neither outward 
left rmaiion, nor outward moral. ty are sufficient j neither 
outward professions, nor outward duties will make a man a 
Christian. I'he king’s daughter is all glorious within, as 
well as without; ami if vse belong to the Redeemer, we 
iv.iist be sanctified by h.m both in sojl, anJ body, and spi- 
rit. 

If you w'puld reform the world, preach the gospel. The 
gospel coniains the only m<»t ves, that can possibly prevail 
upon any to embrace it. People may talk of the amiable- 
ness ot ti.c divine Reinti, and the charms of virtue, thereby 
to allure us to turn to the one, and embrace the other ; but 
without a true faith in the pnmiise of pardon and accept- 
ance, true laith can never be .atiamed ; and a tree and gra- 
cious pardon, and acccp*^ance is no wViere promised, but in 
t ie Lord Jesus Christ. Tfie goodness ot God freely offer- 
ing {i.iruon and peace, must lead us baek to him, or we ap- 
proach him no more. Euthquakes, famine, pestilence,- or 
any other evils, have their use only as they discover to us 
our present condition, and greatly enhance the offered kind- 
ness ; but n c love God because he first loved us ; we love 
Jesus Christ because he obeyed, and dic'd tor us, and his 
great love thus manifested, dues nut urge, but constrain us 
to love nim agum j because we thus judge, that if one died 
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for all, then we are all dead ; and he died for all, that they, 
who live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but 
unto him which died for them, and rose a^ain. These are 
the cords of a man, and the bands of love, wherewith we 
are drawn to our heavenly father. •.Herein is love, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his son to be 
the propitiation for our sins j and if God so loved us, surely 
we ought to love him again, and to testify our love by a 
suitable obedience. When no creature (as I have hinted) 
could furnish a righteousness, that might be imputed to us, 

■ who can but stand amazed, that the father should send his 
only-begotten Son to obey in our stead ? when no creature 
could bear the wrath of an oflended God, and by dying 
overcome death, who can but stand amazed, that the son 
of God should be sent to suOer and to die, that we might 
live through him ? — Who can but stand amazed, that ihc 
son of God should take our nature upon himself, that lie 
might thus obey, and die lor us? How can wc behold him 
thus dying for us, and not dte to that sin, for vvliichhcdicd ? 
When love so miprccedcntly speaks so loud, who can but 
hear, and wonder, and return to the T^ord ? 

What I have said, I think, plainly shews, that your dis. 
course might have been far more evangelical ; jind as plain. 
Jy shews, what superior motives to repentance, and reforina. 
tion would have .occurred if it had been so ; so that, hum. 
bly recommending my remarks to your serious considcra. 
tion, I might here have concluded my letter j but as you 
allow, that the late earthquakes “ have hitherto been the 
merciful warnings of a kind and good providence, to dis- 
“ pose us to bear the rod ; and to consider, with that awe, 
which becomes us, the hand, which hath appointed it 
a few eclaircissemer.ts upon one of the lessons which you 
have advanced under that head become absolutely necessa- 
ry, lest by mistaking the case Wc should lose the benefit of 
our neighbour’s afflictions. 

You recommend upon this occasion — “ our guarding 
ourselves against any hard censures, which a reflection 
upon these extraordinary calamities encourage in minds 
too readily disposed to judge willi severity.” And con- 
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elude, that it is certain, that we have no right to deter- 
'* njine what are the particular intentions of providence ini 
** this dispensation.."— But certainly we have a right to de- 
termine, that such punishments are inflicted because of sin z 
else, how do they (in your own words) ** speak to us the 
" language of the divine displeasure ?" Else, how can they 
be considered as punishments to correct some, and to' warn 
others f Else, how i'cau they be considered as the louder 
calls of anger ? or of what use to bring us home to our- 
selves? This you must grant, or you pull down all, that you' 
have before builcled, and make yourself a trespasser. I al. 
low, that we have no right to conclude these unhappy peo- 
ple tobegreatersinners than ourselves, because of their gfea-' 
ter sufferings : this would lead us pharisaically to cajole 
ourselves in our iniquities, rather than to take warning by 
others, yet we are allowed to look upon them as very great 
offenders. Our Saviour does not jeprove his disciples for 
thinking those Galilerns, whose blood Pilate had mingled 
with their sacrifices, to be very great sinners ; but for think- 
ing them to be greater sinners than themselves,' which is 
indeed, a temper of mind utterly inconsistent with true re- 
pentance. 

We are allow’cd then to suppose the Eortugucw to be 
great sinners ; and that the Lisbon earthquake was a punish- 
ment inflicted for sin ; and, if we can discover any thing in 
their conduct, that might tend to bring down this divine 
judgment upon them, it will be our wisdom to take warning 
by it, and carefully to avoid it as a fatal snare : and surely 
w'c may see some things in them, which Lod lias, in alt 
ages, punished with, the most severe chastisement. As, 

First, idolatry* It is impossible but that you, Sir, must 
have heard of this Stupid prOphaneness and idolatry of these 
people ; of their mock pfocessiofts, and barbarous mimickry 
of the Redeemer’s sufferings ; such aS was a scandal to hu- 
man nature, and such a^ never tarrtished the most prophane 
rites of Heathenism. Such fopperies, this horrible punish- 
ment should caution us carefully to avoid ; and to avoid eve,* 
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ry mesrs, which would lead us into them : It should make 
us carefullv abide by the gospel of Christ, which is the 
power of God to salvation to every one, who believes; and 
wherein is revealed the righteousness of God from faith to 
faith : It should make us careful to 1 ve up to it, lest for 
neglect ing so gre.-'t salvation, God should give us up to 
strong delusions to believe such lies, and to WiTship and 
serve the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for 
ever. 

Secondly, persecution. We all know, that at IJsbon the 
barbarous inquisition reigned in all its horrors, and that 
thousands have there lallcn a sacrifice ,to it, wIkjsc blood 
has long cried aloud for vengeance ; and we know, that 
pf rsecut(-TS have been most severely punished in all ages : 
so that, tauglil by this dreadful iudgment, we should care* 
iuliy avoid this crime ; a crime of so deep a dye, 'that in its 
liighcrt stage, when it strikes at the truth as such, it becomes 
irreinissible, and can never be mrgiven either in this world, 
or in that, which is to come. I allow, that these people 
are connected to us by every tie but that ot. religion ; but 
this ot itself constitutes so vast a difference, that, whenever 
we are disposed to speak most favourably ot their failings, 
and attribute them to the prejudices ot education, or the 
weakness of human judgment, we should siill remember, 
that we are Protestants, and they were i^apists : and indeed, 
to us, as P.otestants and christiaiis, there is something in this 
divine judgment so very remarkable, that, if rightly consU 
deied, it may greatly confirm us in both. 

As P oresiants, we all look tor t;.e destruction of anti- 
clirist and his kingdom ; and I'ere we behold a city whose 
unequal trade, in gold and silver, and precious stones, was 
a proper type of that spiritual merchandise so many huud« 
red years vended by her mother Home ; like whom she was 
built upon seven litlis; hk« .wh><m, as a most obedient 
Oanghter, she was a ntst of iduldters and persecutors.; 
and (la she was so like her mother in every thing, we have 
jil'the Teas 111 m the world to think, that Rome like Lisbon 
'ithali one day be punished.. Must remarkable it ps, that on 
the uav, which she haa abused to rob the eternal God of 
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his'honor, and to give it to the whole host ot heaven ; on 
the .day* which she had abused in shedding the blood of 
thousand# ; , oh that very day God came d nvn to hold his 
^uto, de /y, and her own blood was required. Thus, when 
her mother Rome shall say, I sit as a queen, and am no 
widow', and shall sec no sorrow ; in that very day shall her 
plagues come, death, and mourning and lamitiv, atul slie 
shall be utterly burnt with 6re ; lor strong is the L jrd God, 
who Judges her. 

As Christians, w'c all look and wait for the coming of our 
Lord unto judgment ; and therefore should pay a special 
regard to every token of his approach ; he himself has told 
us, that before his coming, there shall be signs in thc stin, 
and in the moon, and in the stars, and upon the earth, dis. 
tress nations with perplexity, the sea and the waves roar- 
ing, men’s hearts failing t'ucm for fear, and looking alter 
those things which are coming upon the earth ; for the 
p.'wers of heaven shall be shaken. When therefore vve 
see any such things come to pass, we s.'ioul J lift u]) our 
heads for our redemption draws mgh ; nor, need we l> tear 
it Christ dwells in our hearts by 'aith ■, if we are rooted 
and grounded in love, though the heavens and the c irth fly 
away, and their place be found no more ; for the Lord of 
hosts is with us, and Jesus Christ is our refuge. In whom, 

I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Your much obliged, and. 


very aflectibnate ftiend &c. 

R Y. 
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^ London^ Miles*js Jjintj, 

Pear Sir, 

Soon after I received your last favor, we were 
yisited by a very alarming providence ; a fire ^i;oke out in 
a Sugar Baker’s Workhouse, part of which communicated 
with my brother’s house, and the whole was seperated from 
jls, only by a court *yard, four or five yards i|i breadth, 
lliree engines played from his hous?;, and another stood 
ready in the dining-room, in case ot any unexpected exi- 
gency. We were all consternation and confusion ( in the 
hurry, I mislaid somewhere or other your valuable letter, 
and cannot recover it by any search. I wish you would 
be so kind, as to direct me once more to the magazine, in 
which your ihronological observation is inserted j 1 shall be 
more particularly pleased, to sec difficulties of this nature 
cleared up j because, the works ot a very celebrated genius 
are lately published, in which he very mucli decries the 
chronology and history of the sacred scriptures ; I mean 
some posthumous volumes, written by the late Lord Boling- 
broke. 

You will excuse me, for net making my thanklul ac- 
knowledgments sooner. The objections you started, and 
the answers you gave, were richly worth preserving; 1 am 
|ru!y sor?y> that the aforementioned disaster has, I tear, de- 
prived me ot them. Have you no copy taken for your own 
satisfaction? Wi»h relation to my intended work, if it was 
iti your hands, I believe, you would not think it expedient, 
to add ,!^y thing more of the argumentative ^ind. 1 fear, 
i haye^been too prolix already, and if ever f should be very 

that you would make very free with the pruning- 
knhe. — I have no vindication, but some excuse, fur my de- 
^y in writing.—I catched such a cold, on the late terrifying 
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occasion (being obliged to wade through water in order to 
esca^je the fire) as confined me to my chamber several 
weeks. I mentioned to you Taylor’s Treatise of Original 
Sin. As yoU^haye not seen the work, give me leave to 
transmit, Si I one ortwpol his ob- 

jections to the otthodox opinion. God is the maker, the 
true and immediate maker of all men, Job xxi, 15. Now 
'tis impossible, that God should make oiir nature, and yet 
not make the qualities, and pr-opensities, which it has 
when made. Therefore, whatever principles, or whatever 
seeds are uh planted in our constitution, they cannot be 
principles of iniquity nor seeds of sin ; because, they are all 
infused and planted by our infinitely good and holy Crea- 
tor. — Such passions, appetites, propensities, cannot be sin- 
ful, because they are necessary and unavoidable (and that 
cannot be sinful in me, which 1 can no ways avoid, help, 
or hinder) neither can they render us objects of God’s 
wrath ; for it is infinitely absurd, and highly dishonorable to 
God, to suppose he is displeased at us, fur what he himself 
has infused into our nature. 

What says St. James *, “ Therewith curse we men, who 
** arc made after tlie similitude of God j” the similitude of 
God signifies those moral endowments, which distinguish 
the possessor, both from the brutes and the devils ; and in 
this image, or vested with these qualifications, men are 
made. What then becomes of the doctrine of original 
siri ? 

St. Paul speaks of the people that had their understandings 
darkened, that were alienated in their minds, were haters 
of God, &c. But this is aftirnied of the idolatrous Hea- 
then : 'I'he very Gentiles, according to St. Paul’s account 
shew the work of the law written on their hearts, their con- 
sciences mean while accusing or else excusing one another. 
Here then are Heathens, who have die work of the law, 
(not barely discerned by their understanding, but) written 
on their hearts j have both the knowledge and love of its 
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moral precepts ; with an awakene<l tender conscience, e^v^r 
ready to act the part of an impartial reprover, or a zealous 
advocate^ and what higher character can you give of your 
iirst.rate believer ? They are also said to do by nature toe 
things contained in the law } an irrefragable proof that our 
nature is not so depraved in point of inclination, nursodis> 
abled with regard to its executive powers, as the doctrine 
of original sin supposes. 

Let me rerjuest the favour of your sentiments upon the 
preceding objeefions. Your ingenious remarks on Dent, 
xxxiii. 13, &c. I received ; I prize, and 1 thank you for 
them } may the gracious God, for a recompenct . I. id you 
farther and farther into the unsearchable treasures of wisdom 
hid in the scriptures, and fill you with all wisdom and spi- 
ritual understanding. 1 comfort myself in thinking, that- 
you do not in your prayers forget. 

Dear Sir, 

Your very aflectionatc 

and truly sincere rriend, 

JAMES HERVLY. 
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Weston-Favell, Dec. 14, 173 2. 

Reverend Sir, 

I-.ITTI.E iTd T think, when I recommended to 
th • public, tru’ obicrvations on — that I should be so agree-. 
a‘>i) aniply recompensed for my occasional note j rc* 
touipensed v^ith a letter ^trqpi the author ; which, I assure 
y vii, was extremely welcome ; not only on account of the 
same strain of eli gance, wlncli runs through and adorns 
yi/ur ; but lor the tender which it brought me, of a 
n valuable accession lo the small number ot my friends. 
— \o .r frit'SKii 'ip, dear Sir, I accept as a privilege, and 
si..ii; tuhivaie wiih delight. Only I must in common jus- 
$a Oft warn \ou of one particular: that your social inter* 
Cl iiisj j uiih James Uervey, wih be an exercise of charity, 
rallier iban an advantageous fraffi-..k to yourself. Besides 
cilit-r roa r:.- wliich I might too truly aliedge for the sup. 

I lit of tiiis iiii.t, a I'Uig con ioued habit of indisposition and 
bodily wcaki.ess, has laid a heavy hand on niy animal spi- 
ri's, which (take my word for it, since I hope you ,will ne- 
ver know it by experience) both cramps the exertion, and 
obbiiucts the improvenient of the iineliectual faculties. — . 
Y'ju remember. However, who has said, it is more blessed 
tt) give, than to r-jteive ; which 1 think, it will bild good, 
when ajjplied either lo the treasures ot the mind, or the 
riches ot fortune. 

Your approbation of any thing in my slight remarks, 
will give me singular satisfaction; yet X should be no less 
obliged for your tree thoughts, on what should have been 
added, expunged, or aiteied. Let this dear Sir, be the 
fiist.tiuits ot our friendship. Point out my*blemishes, and 
supply my detects. Applause may be more soothiiig to my 
vanity j but such kind correctiuus will be n^re pleasing to 
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my judgment, and more serviceable to our common caiisc. 
’Tis scarce probable, that a second edition should ' be pub- 
lished, as the first was numerous ; but if there should be 
such a demand, I am sure, your animadversions would en- 
rich, and enoblc it. 

I thank you, for your reflections on the scripture, which 
are perfectly just, and peculiarly animated. I cannot but 
wish, that the vindication of their dignity, and the display 
of their excellency, had fallen to your share. I his I trust, 
is a service reserved for your pen j to be drawn, with ten- 
fold energy and success, on some future occasion. And 
may you, when called to such an important work, be a 
vessel unto honor, sanctified^ and meet for the master’s 
use 1 

I bless God for the just notions you form, concerning the 
holy spirit, and the necessity of his enlightening influences ; 
without which, the scriptures will be a sealed book, and 
even the word of life a dead letter. Men of supermr abilu 
tics too often lean to their own understanding, and reject 
the guidance, the teachings, of the holy ghost. Not be. 
cause these are not mentioned, insisted upon, promised iit 
the gospel ; but because they fancy themselves capable of 
comprehending, without any supernatural ,aid. But may 
we. Sir, be sensible, ever sensible, that all our sufficiency is 
of God ; and not blush to be the humble pupils of the hea- . 
venly teacher, who hideih these things 'from the wise and 
prudent, but revealeth them UTito babes.— -I am desirous of 
being taught by the labours of learned men ; more desirous 
of being taught by the written word of revelation ; but, 
amidst all , and above all, to be taught of God ; or, as our 
liturgy very boldly, but not improperly, explains the pro- 
phet, taught by the inspiration or God’s holy spirit. 

I jjim pleasfed to hear from * *, that you are situated near 
that Worthy gentleniian Dr. * whose works praise him in 
thc|^ ; to whom belongs that noble character, The libe. 
,T^ ciaracterl|eviscth liberal things} to whom, I trust, will 
111 made good that inestimable promise, in its fullest extent, 
^ liberal tbipgs shall be stand. They shall be his witnes- 
ses at of eternal judgment, that his faith inCltrist' 
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Jesus has nelrtjer been cnjpfy, barren, nor dead. — Whei) 
you have the pleasure of waiting on liisn, b’ so goad as to 
present him with my most respectful compliment i. . 

You are not. under the least obligation to me, forbearing 
my testimony to your late performance. It is a debt whicli 
I owe, for the delight I received in ‘perusing it. J wish, it 
may soon come to a second edition : and, if my .att< s a ion 
to its meiit, is a means of introducing it into the I);n Is of 
my readers, I don’t doubt, but it will do an honor to niy 
taste. The present, wliich yon promise me, will be very 
acceptable : but my dear Sir, if vou have a family, or your 
circumstances should not be abluent, J bog you will not 
think of it. You sec I follow yonr example, and speak, 
not as a new acquaintance, but ns-a liosom friend. 

Should it ever be in my power to do you any service, I 
can suggest a method, whereby you .might repay, more than 
repay the favour ; which H,iil>y taking the trouble c/f revis- 
ing a little xi'ork, w'hicb I have i^pon the anvil, and bof-lov.'. 
ing upon.it your tree remarks.' A fevv "touches .from your 
pen would, if tl'.e thing be not incorrigibly bad, very much 
improve it. Had I not seen a display of your judgment 
and delicacy, in the observations, &c. I diojid nor have 
.asked such an instance of vour Irier.dship : whereas now’, 
I cannot but earnestly desire it, shall highly esteem it, and- 
shall very thankfully acknowledge it. 

Not by might, not by .■'trcrigth, hut by my .spirit, saitb 
the Lord, And we may truly say, not by p ilished chetion, 
or brilliant sentiment ; not by the :!rts of persiundon, or 
the force of reasoning ; but by (lod'.s ahnigiity b!e.sjing, 
our attempts arc prevalent, and our books surce.sslul. This 
is inv comfort, and this my confidence : as an author, I 
would aim, .singly aim at the glory of my diviiic m.ist.T, 
and the furtherance of his everlasting gospel. 'l uen I 
would resign the issue of rny endeavours wnoily to ids pro- 
vidence tind grace ; wdio Can, out of the < mouths of babes 
and sucklings, perfect his praise. Nevertiielcss, I would 
by no means neglect the Recommendations of a graceful 
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cbmposition. I would be glad to have the apples of gold, 
which are the truths of our holv religion conveyed or set 
in pictures of silver. For this we have the genius of hu« . 
man nature, which, generally speaking, must be pleased, in 
order to be prnfitcd. For this wc have the precedent ot 
the wisest of men, who sought and found out acceptable 
words, even when that, which Was written, was the truth 
of God. — If it is conslstc t with your other engagements, 
to oblige me in this very substantial manner, -“-Mr. * *, 
who undertakes trans<nit this letter, has promised to con- 
vey a little paicel to your hands. 

I wish you, Sir, what the eloquent apostle styles, f “ the 
“ riches ot the full assurance ot understanding,” and turn- 
ing my wishes' into prayers, take my leave, and profess ray- 
seifi 


Re#Sir, 

♦ 

Your very ailectionate 

and truly sincere Friend, 

James Hervet, 
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My dfar Friend, 

The Apostle warns us not to be “ citrrieM.ahoijt 
** with every wind «f doctrine.’'— i think, Maarhall has 
answered great part of Dr. C * *'s letter, (s e pa^e p(>, 97, 
<>t the 8 VO edition.) — I’ray desire Dr. C * ” at his leisure to 
shew, wlrefein he suspects VIar>hall tn he uuscrip*’ iral 
You may depend upon it, I shall apjwal from the Doctor’® 
determination, unless he supports it by scrij>ture. The po st 
.ond unlearned, generally understand t'te gospel bet!;'r tlvin 
the acc omplished scholars ; because, it pleases God by tlie 
{(.xilislmess * of preaching, to save them ii'.tc oc l rvc. — Gorl 
long ago foretold, that b it few would u nh rst ! and re- 
ceive evangelical truth. Who hath ludirtvrd oor ri.-p'-t ? 
says Isaiah j very, very tew. — To t.iis St. I'aul ad is ; N >t 
many wise, not many mighty are called. — I iio airrtn.itcs ot 
ti;e Deity wdi! stand clear Ironi ai! j : t ioipc-u.liinen'. ir e 
(■'■"nonstralc, that his dnetrin.? is oiosi excelicorlv (^Jlc■:;!.l^e.i 
to iannlile t! sinner, to exalt She S.iviour, and pro n^)ra ii- 
i:a! obedience.- -I.yCt the objections and r.io.'.ppre.u n-i'ios 
cl such learned and ingenious m-n, teach tti t;^ di.slrnu i>ur 
(Avn ability ; r.c-t to loan to our own c,’: ! . tvaa'idi ' but 
.sack mors earnestly fur t’)c spirit oi Wndom a 1 1 revel t- 

i)r, C * ^ tid.nV.s t!;c il ictrine d.'livcr-d in M iv-h dlh 
b'.-ok to be inconaie.cnt v. itli scrijiture, ni’ i r-'p-u p.-i .t to 
r.. .".sou. Wl:i rcas 1 ti.ink it ct.-nf.iins ti.e v. ;-, uuirt'li'.v ot 
tc'iij.ture ; caoscijiien'ly, is in if.s liiglic.':: r.-:. '.■■■inu. I in - 
)y expfiienee it to bo the medicine td my bas.cr Ida it r he 
most sovereign means to couitort the const icuce tin I purcy 
t' -a iicart. — If the Doctor had iaisure, I sh'.'.dd be gi.;d ro 
h .ar wh.it u person of liis fine tense and keot. C'sCvr.i.nent 
t'juld atiy against my favourite auiiur. — 
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Have you any author of elegance and spirit, who has , 
written cither a treatise or sermon on the subject of true 
* holiness, — its nature, — its necessity, — its excellency i If 
■you could furnish me with such a treatise, I would endea- 
vour to put his displ iys of holiness into Theron’s mouth ; 
and Aspasio should shew the manner of acting, all on evan> 
gel’cal principles. 

The Doctojr is strangely vague in his argumentation. On 
the t AM first topics ha docs little else but ramble ; the last 
he abiolutely mistakes, I don’t affirm that we have suffici- 
ent strength. 1 wonder how he could suppose this, when 
he knows it is our persuasion, that we have not power so 
much as cordially to will that, which is good. But a per* 
si.:."'.ion, that God will give ussufficienf strength is the point 
we (dead tor, the privileges to which we stand entitled by 
tlie gospel. 

Yon forget ray dear friend, to send me Jennings on Ori- 
ginal Sin. — I hope Cod may incline your heart, to loview 
tire n.anuscr’pts I sent you, ai;d strengthen your judgment, 
to discern their improprictic.-!. Do, my dear friend, give 
me a little efye;:;- time; Uikc.son.re pains in my heiialf ; ’tis 
the last trouble of this kind 1 shall ever give you. For 
should this ])icce l-a; frrlsiied, never, tiever will I attempt 
anul’-'icr. Who knows, but if you help me in tiris work, 1 
may ct nverse wiili you, when 1 am dead ; and perhaps, a 
very weak hii;t, ironi the pen or an old friend, may be bles- 
sed to your conilort, when he is gone hence, and no more , 
seen. Till then, after then, I hope to be alFcctionately 
V'-urV, 

• JAMES IIERVEY. 

P. S Pmy let me hear the issu.. of your interview with the 
gentleman. 1 ln-pe. the God of wisdom and power, will 
give vou an irreproachable conduct, and a decent boldness. 
Why be afraid of man, that shall be as grass ; 

.■’nd^fget the Lord our maker, who atretche J out the hsa- 

’ 5cc Eifiiop Fowicj’s Difign of Canriir.jssfy. 
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• vens, and JaicI the foundation of the c irth ? Fear not, you 
have done nothing in tlds whole affair, but what, I am veri- 
ly persuaded is pleasing to him, whose loving kindness is 
better than life; 

Oh ! that it was worth your while to wish, and that it 
was safe for me to grant, an absolution of my sentence 
against you — but you must not come to hoar me so long as 
tlie small-pox is in Northampton, as many of my people 
will be terrified at your presence. I’ll tel! you cue goo,! 
thing, that was in my sermon last Sunday ; this portion of 
* scripture, viz. “ With the l,.ord there mercy, and ■wiiii 
“ him is plenteous redemption.” And thir-, all this is i r 
you, my dear friend ; and for thee, my ciaful soul. Oh ic. 
us receive the blessings ; let us embrace th.e bles.sin.gs ! Fo.* 
it is oi'r gracious master’s will, by there sweet, inviting, ge* 
rous methods, to wean us from u deluding v/uvld, and win 
us to his blessed self, 

am. 

Dear Sir, 

Your much obliged, and 
, very affectionate fiiend Sac. 

.:james iiervey 


'ic Fwlm cjixx. 7, 
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LETTEA XXV, 


Itcvefend Sir, 


You iip?d no ap''Ioffy for dehying: your ans. 
v;cr to my letter. You havv a preced nt to plead, whic!^ 
must, it not satijfy, yet strike me dumb ; but I pr-'o <%•<?, if 
tho t.,ord assist, to be more punctual in the tuuire, in a •- 
k:i'.'.ViC(!ging the favours I rec^-ive froni nrv valimole and 
v.'iS.jOfl correspondents} among whom, I shall always rec- 
kon Mr. * *. 


1 cm i;:uch ohl’ged for your very jtfsf and very i nporfant 
r nnarks ; they give me such an idea ot your knowle tge in 
t)>e things of Christ, and your acquaintance with exj)cri- 
?\;onial religion, that I must beg leave to lay before y 'u the* 
T;i.;n which I have sketched out tor my treatise on (iospel 
j-cl’.ncss ; vvsth an earnest request, tnat you will rigorously 
t xaniine it, and freely pas.s your judgment upon it : sug- 
gesting, wherever it is improper, the means of rectilving 
it 5 wiicrevcr it is defective, a method for complcatmg it. 


THE PLAN, . 


iWesure -and happiness of Christ’s rel’gion. — Wc must 
jiu:’..'-!.'-' ot the comtorts of ti c gospel*, before we can Pe 
{'. ' t6 sisc the duties of the law. — Theron oppr-.s^c I 

\. l- ars, ou account of his 'iumerous .sins : discouraged 
;M d'.niot?, on account of his imperfect oliediencc ; the 
( /di: Is cf the gospel arc rc-admiiiistered, with some a !.!i- 
th.nal spirit and strength. — lioiincss, g-' soel-ho iiic;.s, its 
rr.turc, necessity, excellency.' — I he cndovvincnts, necessary 
ji-' hi -s for the practice t)t holiness; a persuasion of our re* 
i. God, the hope ot everlasting ha ppines-, an , I 
; ;s ;..Ssured expectation ot grace sufircient i.-r us. — Ti'ie 
r .rind ciHcient of holiness, tlte blessed Sj)irit , the' prisicip d 
iyjfe'irurnc.-'it, faith. Tins renews tlie di -pute- concerning tite 
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assurance of faith. Objections to it stated, discussed, ans* 
vered. — Holiness more part cularly delineated in its several 
branches, and deduced from, or found upon, evangelical 
principles ; such as, I h seech you by the mercies ot G.-5d : 
ye are bought with a price : ye arc temples ot the living 
<jod ; God hath forgiven you, &c. — Theron, desirous to 
gJorify the God of his s .Ivation ; enlargi’s on the subject of 
educaMon, especially the education of daughtcr-i, jas that 
scen.s to be most neglected, or th«* proper maimer ot con- 
ducting it least understood. — IvCticr on th* covenant of 
grace ; comp.rzing tiie substance, and being a kind of rc- 
capMulaiion ot rf.e preceding volumes — loiter on the teay 
oj livins byjaith In the son of (lod, or the wny of reducing 
all the gosfh I doctrines to stiifah.'e prac/u e. — Aspasio seized 
with a sudden and latal ilhjess. ilia seutinicnts and bcha- 
vi'-ur his last moments. 

This, dear Sir, is mv rough draught. Apply the com- 
passes and plummet ; examine it with your rule *and line. 
Improve my plan ; assist me, with your advice and prayers, 
to execute the work j and ni.i) the great master-builder 
enable me to bring forth tlie top stone, for the honor of his 
holy name, and lor the cdificaiion of his chosen people. 

I am. 

Your obliged and aflfectionate Brother, 


James Heuvey, 
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LETTER XXVI. 


Wesl 0 n, Feb. S, 'l75S. 


Dear Sir^ 

I AM greatly obliged for your repeated favours, 
and truly sensible of my obligutioivs. I ha\ e not acknow'- 
Icdgcd them so punctually as I ought, but I hope you will 
excuse this neglect, and ascribe it to the real cause, ill 
health and weak spirits, wiiich cramp my mind, unnerve 
my hand, and make me trespass upon the candor of all my 
correspondents. Wiiy did I say, I hope? I sec yoif do ex- 
cuse m.rt Of this your last letter, transmitted to Mr. M'jSCs 
B rowne, is a clear ami pleasing proof, which I sufely receiv. 
ed, and for which I |sitict‘rcly thank you ; — as I biess the 
Ood of grace, and the God of wisdom, for giving you so 
friendly a temper, and so discerning a judgment. 

The little piece which you have so judiciously retouch- 
ed and improved, was’ not written for public view, but I 
thought after frequent prayer to God for direction, and at*, 
lending to the workings of his providence, it was his will 
that it should be published. I was sensible ot its many 
tlcfecls, but ••.pen his almighty power, I depend for its use- 
ful. ::ss; hr; can hid , Cf'cn a v.ortn thresh the m-ountains, 
end make his strcnrtb perfect, iilustrious, triumphant, in 
the iruost abject wealmci-s. Blessed be his holy name, that 
the .servants ot Josu? Christ, ano the advoeq^tes for his sacred 
tv-use, have such an arm to rely on. 

If another edition should be rcci’;lred, I will take leave 
^ocy^h my piece with pour fcniarkc ; and let me beg of 
favour me with, your opinion, in relation to some 
i^Btions, which 1 have occasionally penned, page 1 11. at- 
line 22. add — But what shall we say to a mistake in the 
.ii^ll^red chronology — a jialpabic mistake pointed out by his 
.,|3dordship, pibvcd to be such by the testimony of profans 
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liistorv^ — Samaria said to be taken by the king of Assvri:-, 
twelve years after the Assyrian empire was no m ire P—l' " 
my own part, I make neither hesitation nor scruple to re- 
ply, if Isaiah and * Herodotus vary, if the authors of the 
Kings, the Chronicles, and several of the prophets, differ 
from the Greek historian*!, I am under no difiiculty in set- 
tling rny judgment, and talcing my side. When prophanc 
writers agree with the sacred, I admit both accounts ; when 
they di'-agrcc, I reject the former and acquicsecc in the lat- 
ter. Nor can 1 tax myself with any thing unreasonable or 
arbitrary in this proceeding : for surely those writers, vvlio 
are able to foretell future events, must deserve the prefer- 
ence in relating past : those witnesses, who dvxeit on the 
f,[)ot, and were personally concerned in affairs, arc more to 
be rel'od on than those, who lived in a distant couulry, and 
V r tt. in a distant age ? Witli regard to tlie case specified 
bv my ' L rd Bolingbrokc, I believe the attentive reader 
v.iil find the error, not in the sacred chronology, but in his 
I (irdsiiiu’s apprehension- i he kingdom of Assyria was 
Ik t at tiitit period no mors; but like the Irish or Scotch 
Clowns to the Kiiglish, united to the Habylonian : of which, 
w hen the holy writers treat, they call it sometimes by one 
name, sometimes by tiic other. 

Page 19, aftsr established — insert — “ If Isaiah speaks by 
“ divine inspiration, when he says of the formidable .bciinri- 
* cherib, the Lord of hosts shall stir up a scourge for him, 
“ according to tiie sl.iugiiter of ?»luliaii; surely ihatmemo- 
" rabJe defeat, recorded in the book of Judges, must be ;iu 
“ undoubted fact, (.’ould ll.e spirit, which is inhiliibie, 
“ give such a sanction to a story, which was fictitious? ' 
When the same Isaiah prays in tint elevated* and r’.rdeiit 
strain — awake, awake, put onstrenglh, O arm of the Lord ! 
as in the ancient days, in the generations of old ! art tiiou 

Y Y 


•f Hefodotiis decs not clliTer from the Prpphtt Ifslah and the feripture ac'.Qur! c^■ 
empire of Alfyriah) 'us Cicizw and Jufti# that vary from it. 
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not it, that hath cut Rahah, and wounded the dragon ? Art 
thou not it, which hath dried the sea, the watersof the great 
deep ? that hath made* the depths of the sea, a wav for the 
ransorhed to pass over ? Can wc reasonably imagine, that 
true prophet would plead lying vanities, be'bre the God of 
fai'h ? that he wouM gnmnd his own and h’sCountryiiian's 
faith, on a popular' romance’; or on vsdiat rnv Lord calls, 
“ a purely human and therefore fallible” Narrative ? 

I) I es not the bh-ssed Jesus describe the manner, and 
illustrate the efficacy ofh > own death, b; the serpiMt lifted 
up in tlic vvilderness, a;ir its ail liealing virtue on the wound- 
ed Lraelitos ? H .es not the holy apostle enumerate sevoiTd 
of the most wonderful miracles, wrought for t'nc deliverance, 
ih.c preservation, the chasusenten* of Lracl, and from those 
or cunerices, dedu. c the most imporiaot a lmonitiens ; urge 
the most f rciblc exhortations? — Such releretjces, mucie by 
such persons, not only suppo-c, but prove more lh;v.i bare 
allusions, they arc aKo ratifications; and ue,;ionstrafe, with 
nn evidence, clear as the wisdom, firm as the faiiliiulness, 
of an incarnate Ci.);l, r'lat the writers of (iic'-o accounts, 


have neither deceived. us, nor were 'deceived ilicinselves. 
S.inuld it be said, (hat the»e pa sa^jes are ciiieHy in the Mo. 
saical history, and therefore give no au'diority to the other 


iiistoricj] mtmoirs. 1 would .ask, docs :;t;t St. Paul, Rom. 
ii. 2, $ quote a passage from tiie book r,f Kings * ? Docs 
he not buikl upon the passage as a sure and indubitable 
truth ? does he not dignity the l?ook with vvhat I may term, 
ll e imconnuini cable character in writing; and style it, by 
way oi'supi. uive eminence, tiic scripture f Is it not uncie- 
iiiably certain, that the Jewish 'oaths, and 'I'imothy anao.ng 
ti.e rest, were instructed in the lii .tor cal as well as the pro. 
phei’rcal vclumcs of the old testa, .cnt ? Docs tiot the best 
of judges recommend all tliose volumes to our highest csti. 
rnation, by pronouncing them holy writiugs?. Does he not 
clearly man test litcir divine extract, when he :o nobly dis- 

plays^^jr uuhie oliects; they are abk lu mad; tiice wise 

■ 


• 1 Kings V«i. 
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• unto salvation, through taith, which is in Jesus Christ } 
What theh shall we think of Lord Bolingbroke^s ilcclarati- 
on T Which I could not read without grief, and cannot 
transcribe without horror. “ The hiblc b/istory appears to 
every one, who reads it without prepossession, afid w 
** attention, to be nothing more than a compilation of old 
traditions, and an abridgment of old records,*' In short, 
the doctrinnl and historical parts are indissolubly, p ‘gc 
L'U, line 18, alter the word ‘‘ vigi!':irico” and instead of tiie 
eiglit h)IlovviJ.g lines, Insert — the r<unl;:*r of whose vo;rsef., 
— especially in t!ie pentateiich— was completed; and t.he 
arrangement of the very letters, for tire sp:f.ce cl in-'iny cen- 
turies, known ; wdtether, before tii^ c.njung ot Ciitist, tiic 
£j>irit of i>rop!iecv, which con'e?!-‘:dly c-dsted in the 
c!:urc!i was not sulhrient to prevvau, or else snr',.* lo ..-o-* 
tect, any corrupt innovations; viicdjer, coinin^ 

ot ("iiriat, t!ic jealous eye whicli the Jew.^ ;*. : i C n-'. i.-s 
had ®n each other, was not a:i unsuriiuue.taaij jar 
any material alteration.s. 

Page line 'J, after ** composition — :e!d — “ tho;jgh w:-; 
should rescue our sacred bunks Uuin t’.;C i;npnt.ni vn of 
“ spurious additions, liiis wiii not, wiin rny L .r d at least, 
cillicr Ciilablish or reiri^ve their char ictur incy conraio, 
f:c says, a very iinperflct account (d' td.e Isrschccs tc.c.n- 
^c:vc', of t!:cir sctllernent in the i:4ncl or Can;i..ni, vU' 
l)y the wuiy ihcy nevc-r had emir;?, and scarx-O cv.:r ]>e -c.a„ 
bie possession. — The sacred inirrativc is asinniv.arr 
or the Jewish allairs ^ b'-it is it iliercrorx.’ \n l)c c.vn:).. rc,i ;i^ 
an imperfect account? ii is an cpivoenc, r;;i!icr th :n a co-n, 
picat iiisiorv : but hrio it not ail the vMaiities or a ivf:iijc,: 


• 'I'Jlis ir. 3 airarti u l»y cverv ancient P'/fiphiitj a?ul by alnio?^ uM ihefaerc:! 

A r.tl:, Cwjjiii iJicrf by C-.:;!UiJnJ h s ; uiwjijm-ujiiv :iy i-'e c-'i*.-.' l 

v.iicrs; I’enher ciiipio'.Mi; i><»r conti.nl;Ot*.il, nwr 'io;n\ich.& vjiir-iitMcU, oy a •, 
jar)^ author. And it all ili;s .U e> noi to a jntJjn.r ’.Miac piuoi can 

tc oi duy trail'. jOihi, tiijit '^jo'lVrt m a istrioi* 

I he dr'^uuiC'.t raonlioufii abevv: Vi i’ll receive 2via:ti<inal 11 ivn ,lli, if coyiiblwred in Con- 
I'leCtioa wiiii ihat loicpin Li:..r^-*, “ not to adc or cl-.nv.iilh iv «. Pr'*v x,\\ o. 

uikd with i!.c ciilLom ob-ci'.'cd by tliv: l*iO|jiic:sj ol u!cfiiu; foi a iuln lou uf t:io:r 

Kti;j\ous tioiibi;,, to ihc vi-iitt:.*o aoicI, FOr, -AOti *1 i.wu ol tiic j, .iM;h.:Ticai fiurdaoi. ,j 1- 
iniv a book lull of jDur.otis addilioui ? Or, wyii.ii t:i:y uii'tct u c vcii-dilyoi^vt, to t«ck 
taiiiicious jjuiuto/ 
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epitome r Those particular facts are selected, which have a 
'more especial reference to the interests ot religion, an l the 
kingdom ot the Messiah; in which the divine providoRce 
is most eminently conspicuous, and from which mankind 
may be most effectually edified. — Instead of finding fault 
Avith the writers for not being copious, when their professed 
aim was to be concise, a true critic would rather admire 
the felicity of their narration. 'Which, thougli a foreign 
history of the remotest antiqnicr, relating to a people of the 
most singular manners, and peculiar customs, expressed in 
an obsolete, dead language, and comprised in the shortest 
comnass, is nevertheless so clear, so ihtdligiblc and so very 
'satisfactory. 

But tlie}’ contain a very imperfect account of the Israel- 
itibh s..tt!cnicnt in Canaan. — Is it possible lorapcrsan, who 
has read t!:o book of Joshua, to advance such a position ? 
’'iVas ever any thing of the kind described more minutely, 
accuracy ? Here wc have the genera! dis- 
Ivod, and the extent of each particular 
5 1'.ord rs of the several divisions arc m.arkcd 
; and the cities in the several cantons, 
ar.-.f. In short, this whole transaction is so 
Circumsl:'.r;h;‘l!y displayed, that some readers, agreeing with 
my Lord i:i thei.' dir/ifrection to the blole, but diametrical* 
Iv opposite in their taste of literature, have thought it par- 
ticularised even to tediousness. — liowever, this particularity 
of description was highly expedient, not oniy to supersede 
any such objeeden, as his Lord.;hip has rai.scd, but abo to 
:;n'.:nain I-y an unalterable standard, the boundaries ot tiic 
tribes ; to prevent any cncroaciunents upon the inheritance 
<,f each other ; and to demon: ti-ato the wonderful agree- 
jnent, between the ancient prediction of Jacob the more 
recent prophc'cy ot Moses, nnd li..; situation, the limits, the 
produce gt the territories f, resjocctively assigned to the 
patriat^al families. . 
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.\t I'.ic CAircmity of his boicic.'s. — Kut I \/ould 


ven of t’lC w'ioiv: poit'.i.:i 
rided to tlic- Mcuitcrrnac*-:: — 

I’s fliouidttrs, or ths t«?rrspk* i.t: 
\.icr my reader lo Gea. iliM, 
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, TIie iMacl't-’s, ’tis added, never had entire, and scarce 
cv?i ')''8reahle possession of the land. Tliis, my r.ord irns* 
gic.e'^ must imply an inconsibtoncy between the clivi ie pro-r. 
n;i<e and the issue of things : therefore, to animad vert upon, 
it, he di.,re- cs from his subject. Hut how will hs Lord- 
s' i 's <i''in‘!;idvpjsion comport with the testimony of Jodiua ? 

V, eilas light consists with darkness. Tiic Lord 
g i‘ • !•, I', ) ImmcI, all the land which he swa’c to .t’i/e tioto 
t. : I rr.-,- ; and they posse vf ! it, and dv. cii liierein. And 
th- • 0. gave them rest rou:id .‘I'oout, according to ail thal; 
I ■ ■ I'C 'joto iiietr fathers. Jo'.hua xni, l-S, 'f- l. Is it .not 
U'!:'. n'.i-able, fiom Jos'iua’s topographical craught I'ft:.-: 
V. , ■■.'ii'H: oni die ! c;bit:-it:ons allotted to the £cvc:’.ji 
.r'.i-.',.-, !hu! t)?( y pos'.t-rscd the b'lik of the land ? V/hat little 
r • n-.i in die ocrnpi’.tifm of the Cianaanilcs, bor'' no more 
inopci tiu!) lo hi rilags of I'sra'.;!, than the ad .iiii';:! of a 
iiinge, or the insertion ot a loop, bear? to the v.Iio’h: cltmcn- 
i-'i-AvA of tiic garment. ’I’hat they j:e''scsicd nlith and that; 
llicy poss-.ssed n.o more, wore circurnsfances equally consci- 
nntit to the prophetic dcclarjtions ot scripture, i ho one, a 
punctual cea culiou of th.e minatory the other, mr 
:>c,of’mp!isliiiient of the promissory. He that said to their 
j.ioijs i’rogciiitor, lift op now thin; eyes, and look jro.m the 
plec;. where thou art, I'>!')rtl:'.’.'ar'4, and Southward, and East' 
v.TAjd ; and Westward ; for all th? land v.hic!) thou seest, 
to thco will I give it, and. to thy seed hir ever y, xii:. 

14, 1.5. The same said unto tlicir degenerate off prieg, else 
if ye do in any wicc go had:, ar.d cleave utito the remnant 
of the^e nations, even these lliat remain among yo i ; know 
for a certainty, that the I^ord your G.od will no rr...: .: c’.rivs 
cut any of these nations ftem before you, Joshua .rxiii, 12, 

15. My Lord nusst forget this last particular, or gleet to 


Dcut. XNvUi. In 'A-Iiieh clisplori, coirpar^ti wi'.li ihe diSLin^sjifltiag of :he 

fcM-isl he will ciiCc^'ru a mof> lurpi.hr.,; fpi'nt of proi^hfcy; ',v:vh 

pia iliniL v.'hat as aht'rwards by Loliand lor jf};-;'.' vv.rh t'Afea^cis, 

whtit \v4ii not coRic it. to cxULcr.Ci'. 


T For ever, is evidently pn.raif.d, oncor:d*=!on of (her »d. ^ Vv'h:.T<:? j, in caft' 

of the very rivciic is ihiutcaei, jXMt. ir^ *r, 
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corapHrc if with the preceding ; orher.vi'e fie w'oul J hive 
seen iti these prophecies and tf.eir correspondinsj events, a 
iign;;! manit^-staticn of God Af'nijjhtv’s •goodness, j iSiic *, 
, and faiththlness : goodness in giving what he gave, j as ice 
in withholding what he withhdJ, and hiithiulncss in both 
dispensations. 

As lor peaccr.ble possession — wc- have already heard the 
witness ot Joshua, a very suffic e t witness, one would I're- 
sume, .’.she was a Generalissimo of the Jewish firces, and 
a suj’crintondant-Gencral of the affair. However, let ns 
iicardi tlie records of tlic’nalion, here we meet widi lo -g 
perirds of peace, under the government of then lin t ilins* 
tiious Commander, and under the su'^st-quent a l-mni-,tri'.rion 
cf their Judges ; the land had rest from war, (/or'/, xiv. l 6), 
’1 he Kind had rest forty ve?rs, (/i/f/ver lii. ii). 'I'lcl iul 
had rest eiginy )ear?, {.Avc/grt iii. l6) We fmd ih ; s.nne 
i:;ce ot jiubiic rcjiose, in the reigns,of D ivid a id S iGmori, 
A :.’., : ; ; J isapliar ; .'md not of one only, but n every 
did . reiigioHs king; or, if peace depai-ted for a 

iv .‘.lipjdicd its place, and success crowned th.’ir 
arnv din* IJ.'.'-sirig of national irauquliit. , wa-. never 
pro..;;:! a t ) th.e Israelites abs-dutelyj but up'>n coo-lilkmof 
hd'. l;*o to I’ .‘ir almiglity sovereign. Whenever they were 
Ci'.:;tied !o if, iiv virtue of this promise, and their corves. 
r;.:/ii!'g (;!)v dene they never failed to enjoy it. When. 
cv'..r t..V' loihi.ecl their title, either by ri-Vuiting to idolatry 
or I ouiliiing ill ido! alers, they were constantly piini.sheti 
•wih - (■ ;;iniictions, rr foreign invasion. What 

s. .ii V'. c i.. . .foin itcrice ? a c aiclusion any way prejudi- 
f.i: ! io li'.j .'...v.ed annals ? N;) ; hut greatly to their glory. 
I'Voni !;c: V.: it ar.pears, that they are indeed the annals of 
hi.:'.-. ; .1 . a iLginer, not oi political conduct, but of divine 
ru.jj'cns'.ujp',;; : ih.r awdul and imp'. rtant rnenioirs of a real 
ilv'ocrnc^in y/inch, according to tne craph.aical language 
of isai ih^he IjOid wafeth. ir judge, the Lord \v.is ihcir 
i iwoi. Of, tiie Lord was their king. 

facts, my X/ord complains, are related in a cor- 
fij!f|^ih.n;iu.; r, 'i'o which I answer, we have cacli reign in 
. jiMlpiopc;' order of time: the parentage ot the sovereign is 
/(;li%cificd, and hjs general character given. We are inform- 
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eH pt what age he ascended the throne, and how long he 
svvasfd the seeptre : who were the eminent persons, and 
what the remarkable incident, wdiich distinguished his go« 
\rr!!me''t ? f-jf)vv he di.-rt. and where he was buried. Js 
this C' nfu'-ion ; where then shall we look fot regular arrangc- 
loei t ?— IVrhaps his Lordship means the inrerchangeable 
narration of occurrences, in the kingdom of Jn lab, and the 
k n"'!o;n of Israel. 'I’iiis, I own, is ob/ervcd in the latter 
j .art -. oi the '•at red history. ■ But t. i-> can no more he calie-,i 
li'u ion, than t’ e disposition or var'. ing colours in some 
L auiitul jiiect- ol Mosaic, can be calletl irregnladty. It is 
raiiier a fine contrast, or that pleasing diversification in ti o 
t,eiie.s of historical wriiing, wdnich mv Lord’s poetical iricnd 
so juitjy admires in the decomti ns of a rural seat ; 

J/c^e variely you see, 

Whae a^hin^s differ, aud yet all a^rcc. 

Pops. 


Page fel to I'ne 19,, suppose I subjoin the foiiv-iviog 
note, — Josluia and Samuel wrought niincles : is;d di •.inti 
Jeremiah loretoKl future events. Thou, h it is not alvioluic- 
ly certain, that all the sacred historians were propiiet.s, yet 
it is highly probable, irom I Chron. xx'.x. 'isJ. 'i'iiis, how- 
ever, is u: qucstipiiabic, that their writings were reviewed 
and aiiprovfd by men of prophetical gifts, and the approba- 
tii.-n of sutli judges, mu. t give a sanction, little inferior to 
the authority, wliich th'cir own compositions would claim. 

Page 7 1, at the toj) of the page add — My Lord teiis us, 
" that tlie scripture iiistory contains an account of the ciivi- 
" sions and apostacies, tiie repentances and rolapsos, t.’-i. 
“ umplis and deteats ot the Israelites, under the occasic;;.il 
“ governmesit of tueir judges, and under that of tli;;ir king.;, 
and ot the Galilean and Samaritan . captivity. Whether 
this IS nientiotied by way of derogation, let the judicious 
reader determine. 1 would beg leave to observe, that these 
occurrences, related in the scriptural; nianrier, . with a con- 
tinual repaid to iiic saperintcading I, and of providence, are 
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some ci the most weighty and interisting rmterlals, that cart 
cnricli t!se hisrorical page. None so well calculated to t'eicii 

riations, to adinonish kings, and iir.prove posterit-v.. 

His Lordslilp might have said, with the utmost veracitv; 
and, I think, in common justice, he ought to liavc said : 
'file" contain r.ho, the most unparalleled instances of nation* 


a! sacccss and peisonai alohiovcments ; t;ie most Ijeaurifil 
a-iti afiVeting pictures of virtue, dcdincateii tiirofsgli all its 
brnnclics, in a :;;niii|>lidly of living eharaeftrs ; tha!i winch 
r.oihlng cah bo better accommodated, to excite tlic alien* 
ticn and charm the imagination ; to touch tiio lieart, anti 
iinpross the passions ; to infiaino tiieio wilii the love, and 
inooid tiicrn into the or 111* tVsjrsr* i .‘loiiitcss, liji'ki wc 

behold a people always destitute of cavrdry, tiic* main 
strength efthe battle j yet aUraySva match, anti more fiMii 
n match, for their most jn)\vcrful-l|pfersaries, solong as they 
maintained a dutiful rdinttce on tfeir («od : a people, v. ii n 
left their frontiers naked ajid defenceless, at throt slated 


solemnities in every year ; yet never were invcucd, at this 
critierd jurmtiirc, by tiicir most vigilant enemies, so long as 
j'tey persi;,ted in obedience to fnc'.r ahni^hty protector : 
a people, whose very land, as w’c:! a;> iis irdiabit ints, wuas 
W'onderful ; bc/th the scene and subject ot miracles : tor, 
after five years unintennittod tillage, (which, one wonld 
imagine, should have exhausted its prolitic powers) it yield- 
ed constantly n double increase, in order to snjtply tlic de, 
mands of dv.- succccciltig year when, by the divine .appoint- 
ment, all v .-"3 to lie fallow and. uncultivated. — Here we be- 
I'.oKi men of such singular anti .xaltcd piety, that th.ey walk- 
eti with God, atid were translated into the realms of glory, 
v/itliout passiijg through the g-'‘es of death : num of siicli 
i; 3 jdatmted.cbur..ge, thr.f they have rebuked princes, con- 
fronte^;jiangry monarebs, and smiled at the severest menaces 
«f a t^dnt, whose bare frown has made the wcrld to trcni- 
bjji|f o< such hcrpic abilities that one of t.’icm has slain 
h^pitundreds.i ahother.ot, theta has put his thousands to 
^iitjand both by most contemptible weapons: a 
Jttfd without any \vcu^o«, has giving chace to the ^ roaring 
and tiicyrauging bie’arj and rent them to pieces, or 
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smitten them to the earth : men, ‘hat have been emfxivver- 
pel to-shut or open the sluiees of the sky ; have enm^nand* 
ed tlie ground to expand her horrid jaws and swallow up 
the living ; or bid the grave unlock her adamantine doors, 
and restore the dead ; men w' ho have walked amidst the 
burning fiery furnace, as composed in their spirits, and as 
secure in their persons, as if they had been taking tlie air 
in some calm, sequestred, shady bovver. In a w-^-rd, here 
is a detail of such marvellous things, as no eye hath seen 
{'crformed in any other nation under heaven ; no ear has 
licard related by any other annalist of biographer what- 
ever; and, though they are the very sanctity of truth, )et 
such as never entered into the imagination, even of romance 
itself to conceive f. My remarks &c. 

Your opinion widi n latiou to the preceding paragranhs,' 
will be received as a favour, and attended, I hoj)o with a 
blessing. — I find, I am Fdatned, for animndvcriing on his 
Lordship’s stvlo, (page 36.) Fur not giving his Lor.'ishfp 
the title of noble, not treating him with a respect smtable 
to his dignity. I have tresfiasscd, it i< farther ailedged, 
against me rules of candour and benevo.encc, page 33, 34, 
and page 68. [“know you have a lirge share of puiieriec, 
iri.ay the Lord Jesus (of wdiose fulness his saints receive, 

. even grace for grace) multiply upon you, iioih thi», and 
every other fruit of the .spirit ! pray, wliat do you app-thend 
to be the precise meaning of St. Paul's expression, Romani 
1 . 17. From faith to faith, as ’tis translated. 

I should be inucli obliged, if you would let me know, 
what are some of the most valuable books, which you have 
met with on various subjects of importance? What little 
treatise is most proper to put into- the hands of illiterate 

. Z z' 


+ For, afk nov/ of the days that arc part, which . •were before thee, fmee the day tiiat Gnd. 
created man upon the earth; and afl&from unefidc hcfvcn. unio the other, whither there 
hath bean any (uch thing, as thcle great bath beta heard like them, Pe'ut. iv. 
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ijcople ? — Wha^ are some of the most judiciousand impr- v- 
-insj compositions in biography ? — What the most soiled 
and weighty authors, that might be recommended to a 
young suder.t in divinity f ? — You see I am alwavs in ?he 
begging strain, the language of my letters, is like the hoise 
leeches two diiighters, give ! give I— all I can do, nv way 
of return, s to beseech the king imn^ortal, invisible, tiic, 
only w ise God, to give you all spiritual blessings in hea- 
venly things — To do this, with all the ability whicii G>)d 
shall bestow, vtill be as truly pleasing to , as it is justly due 
from, • 


Dear Sir, 

Your much obliged, and 
very affectionate friend See. 
fJAMES HERVEY 


't S«e the Ketein the LXXXIIId. Leu«r. 
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LETTER XXVII. 


February I*. 

My dear Friertdy 

I WILL take a ' hundred of Jenk’s Every 
Man’s veady Compattioh, for my mind is not altered, since 
1 promised this } — nor my charity purse drained. — ’Tisa 
usi ful hook to <»ive aw'ay. 

I am olad Jenk’s Meditations sell, and I ho;v\ the Lir.l 
will make them a blessing to the reader : ’tis a pity they caii- 
nor be contrived in less than two volumes octavo. 

Does Mr. ** want amusement I Let him take your 
friend Dr. Young’s advice J ; , 

Retire, and read his biile gay. 

Docs Mrs. * ♦ * w'ant it ? You should teach her to de- 
light in God, and to rejoice, in Christ Jesus. certain 
»<'nt!ewonian in Miles’s-Lane, wham you once reproved, 
has been taught to find her consi»latjon, not in the enier- 
lainmeiits ot the stage, but in the assured hopes of hea- 
ven. 

Have you given liberally to, the poor? Ask your heart, 
v.’hether you gave out of love to your dying Saviour? Was 
this the motive? It would then be universally infiuenti d ; 
and you would think you could never do enohgh for his 
honor. 

If an earthquake should happen, ask Mr. * * *, (that a J_ 
Tocate for the Theatre) if he wouldjifee to be found in the 



i Price Angly la. Sold by RlvMJgtoo in Sfc. FiolV Church. 
{ SoQ letter XC* 
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play house, and go from the boxes, or p’t, to the great tri* 
bunal ? Indeed, indeed die stage || is indefensible. 

Thanks for delivering my message, I wish you a safe 
return, and the continual guidance or heaven. 

My messenger waits, 
pardon haite. 

Dear Sir, 

Your very affectionate 

and truly sincere Friend, 

f 

Jambs Hkrvbv. 


I.E'1TER XXVIII. 


Weston-Favdl, May 19, 1755. 

Dear Sir , 

I HAVE lately been somewhat busied in prepar- 
ing a sermon to be preached, before the clergy, at our Arch- 
deacon’s visitation : and to dly weak nerves, and langu'd 
spirits, a little business is4 toil. A commentator, with 
whom. I wish you rftay . Jong be unacquainted, has taught me 
the meaning, of &'>lom 9 :n’S dj^criptiun, the grasshopper 
“ shall be a burden,’’ : 


'{'Sice law’s abfolcite unliwiTtflflefs of the fully 'ricmoni'lro^cd • — And likewifc 
\Vj.i her rpo on's loriotMl, ifHjairy tlFefis of the ilage* bong jn attempt to 

Htew ihnt r.ontribuiin^ to the fojppQrtoit,* public Theatre is incoaiiftent wuh the chaiailer 
cj^rti'chriliian, - ^ ■ 


i 
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. This, 1 hfjpc, will apologize for my delav, in answering 
trore hilK your last vcrjr obliging favour, — More lullv, I 
sov; because, in a former letter,-! acknow’le<igcd the receipt 
o' a parcel vs i'.h your remarks. Let ^nc once ntnre, dear 
Sir, letiirn my sinceresi thanks for those judicious and deli- 
cate observatii.ns. They are so valuable, that J carjnot but 
be vtrv desirous to have the other parts <'f my jroposed 
work, utuiergo the same scrutiny, and roeoive a p 'lish Iretn 
the s oua hand. It this kind oflice will not too much inter- 
n ; ! ' iiui oivi! studies, give me a pennissiou to send ano- 
ti r j ; ( ko; ; and wlthaj a direction, how 1 shall transmit it 
to 1 os; inost. expeditiouslv. 

V u iil easily [serceive, from several hinis, perhaps, 
'i v- ’ii tite V. stole tenour of my writing, that vour new friensl 

V. i’.at pcojile would call a modersitc Calvinist. Your 
senlimeiits in some particulars, njay cliller from mine. 
Freely object, wherc-cver tliis is the case : I assure you, i 
ecu bear, I shall delight to have tny notions silled. Nor 
am I so attached to any favourite scheme, but I can readily 
relinqntsli it, when sciipturc and reason convlnc.e mo it is- 
wrong. - AVli'. t'. I see wise and learned men, h.rmlngopini' 
nions dl.rtveiil from mine, I hope, it will make me difiident 
of my own judgment ; teach me “ not to lean to my under- 
standing ;;ud piompt me to apply more earnestly, for 
that blcrscu fpirit, whose office it is, “ to lead into all 
truth.” 

I shall be glad to hear, that the work you have in hand 
is going on wiiu expedition. What a privilege will it be, 
and what a distingiiisUing favour, if the great eternal God 
vouchsafes to make use of our pens to bring any glory to 
his name, «jr impart any Spiritual good to his people ! To 
no occasion is the wise man’s exhortation more applicable ; 
“ Whatsoever thy hand firtdeth to do, do it with all thy 
“ might; for there is no, wockj, nor device, nor knowledge 
" nor wisdom, in 'the-,graye,. whither thou goest.” — I have 
a '1 realise entitled. Dr. Hildrop’s * Huibandinan’s 


* ’Til Tiekoned a livelyi tnil in^coivtt*' jpetfonamcr, md t £t preftSt to*' 

cottnU7m€D; and , , 
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cl Companion : t!Ut never read a page in it, nor ever heard- 
a character of it. 1. have a chsc'iur-se uo-.m tne sa ne sii 
ject, amongst the writings ot Mr. FUvel ; it is a l ing 'i iie 
since I saw it, and then I onlv dipped intuit, so that I can- 
not pretend to give a character ot it ; Onlv I think, in ge« 
neral, that Flavcl abounds with finer smtiments, ex ilred 
pietVf and his language, for the tuyst part, is expressive and 
beautiful. 

Possibly you will wonder that I sh luld have ha i the 
Treatise you inquire after so long, and n it hav^ p^-rase 1 a 
single page of the book : and you justly msg it, in case [ 
had bought up ; but it came to me by inheritance. My 
study is composed of the books, tha* were culiccted hv my 
father, end grand father : among which there are mul i. 
tudes, to which I shall continue a stranger, as ling as 1 live, 
though they stand at mv right-hand and tny left every da/. 
— I want to be better acquainted with God’s holy word'— 
to have its inestimable truths lodged in my me non — its 
heavenly doctrines impressed upon my heart — that mv tem- 
pers may take their fashion from it — that mv privaieconver. 
sation may be seasoned with it, and my public mnnsrra* 
tions enriched by if. — Thus, dear Sir, may the word of 
Christ ihvcll in ns richly, 

Wilhyou give me leave to lay before you a plan of the 
w'ork ? (Part of which h is ali ady received, and th-e re- 
mainder humbly requysts» -your improving touches)- — viz. • 
Sincere obedience, not; sufficient for our justincuiion. —The 
de.sign ojf 'God’s law, taconvince qjf sin, and bring to Christ 
— Some farili-cr .'fl,bj^cclipn& urged v^nd answered j; ; Tlie 
whoic Slimmed up; . ,Ouf fjimiids paft* "but agree to corres- 
pond. — Thcron inoriiS. :i:tchtis^ly ofe^erving ids heart ami 
life,. js.cunviijccd ot.f\i»;guilty ^ j^'and begin.s to see thj' 
necessity of a bd.ttev .ih^. his o .vn ; dbsires to 

,fiee vyhaf. Gim. .of 

Christ’s righteq%,n,ess'yt^lfei8 some , k-tters from 

Aspas^wltef'ein fh.ev^|Fi|i,|S^]^veda'%^ the articles and 
■ ho ad ^mf our <hufpb-i>^|ftjj^vtbe ivr^ ot our most emi- 
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nt-nt divines i from the Old and New Testament. — The 
excellency of this righteou-ness displayed; both from ita 
matchless perfection, and the dignity of the author. — 'A let- 
ter or two froth 'I’heron, by way of carrying on the episto- 
lary intercourse, relating t» the wonders of the creation, as 
they appear both in^the sea, and on the land ; chiefly cal- 
culated to marfitest the goodness of the Creator, not with- 
out a view to the main subject.— -The influence ofthisrigh- 
ttousne'-s on moral' virtue and evangelical holinoss' — Our 
friends brought; together again. — Therrtn, under discourag- 
ing apprehensions— -The ffeeness of grace, and the gift of 
rig^'tyousness — Discourse on fait’-, by which we are united 
in Christ, and interested in his righteousness — The noble, 
b- ncficlal, and delightful usc to be made of this doctrine— 
Tiieron relapses into sins ot infirmity : HiS faith shaken ; 
Supports proper for sucli a state — Sanctification ; its nature, 
its principles, its progress. — Asnasio, se zed with a sudden 
and fatal iliuess ; his sentiments and behaviour in his last 
moments. 

'I'hese, dear Sir, are the stamina of my intended piece.. 
Oh ! that he, who ciiuccs so many millions of elegant leaves, 
lovely flowers, atul gra.eful plants, trom the seeds ot spring, 
may enable this eiiietbled hand to dilate, fill up, and finish 
the whole 1 • * 

As soon as I conclude this epi.>tle,,I write to a very ingc, 
nious triend ot your’s ; with whoin, several years^ ago, i had 
begun to form an acquaintance ; but my departure from 
Oxford, and other acciucnts, iuterropied the intercourse for 
several years. And 1 was informed, to my un eigned sor- 
row, that Mr. * * • vvas dead. Bat a letter lately received 
from him, niost agreeably undeceived me, and bi ought a 
very welcome overture, for a reoevyal of our correspondence, 
— God Aiinightv giant, mv social commuiucatiort 

may be a happy m.cans,;hot 6hIy df cliefishihg our affection, 
and refining our taste, but also of: quickening our love tci‘ 
the blessed Jesus, and aniittatin^ : his sacred 

interests , or. as the apostle- whth an 
energy which no language fcmf M^Wn-ciu reach, that they 
may be subservient and dfecttiaKf . ; 
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Oiip or two articles I forgot. In cxliibhinor to yon my 
plan. IJut this, f will direct wh. re t icy arc tube inVo- 
duced. — “ The corn'.ption or o'lr nafur", demonstrated, first 
“ from; scriptu'c, t'lcn trim e\i>erience. lidveen w'vch, 
“ to felieve or entertain the read-T Is Ins'Tie I a dialo2^'jo 
“ on the adodiahle f 'rmittijn an l cEJonomv o the htm m 
“ b;rd,f,” — The vi-iiiation sorm!>n I in-'nfioned in the be^r':)- 
iiinjy, though ; erleciiv plai i and a'-tlcs-, is in the press: It 
will wait upon you ni the nest pwcel, as soon as ( hav’c 
the iavour of your answer. It is printed tor the relief 'li ,t 
poor afflieicd ciilld, as a short advertisement will infirm 
the world. The person, to whose rnana’^cnent it is cm- 
signed, informs me, that he has g.ven ordrrs tor an ini nos. 
sion of two tltous.ind ; Jiesitles a hundred and fifiy, wii-.Ji 
I have besp.ike for tnisclf. Would tliis circ'a;n>r Mie-e iv. 
commend it to your beneficent and worthy lrien.1 i);-. 

I may now r.o longer look upon it as a dis-:;') irsc dcliv.-r.- { 
by me, but as an agent fir the miserable, and an adv /c ite 
for the distressed : I should therefore be very glad, and 
much obliged, if he would, (in case he approves tiic per- 
formance) purchase some ol them, in ord.*.* to give away. 
01 this he may be assured, that, by every one, of which he 
sitall go dispose, he will do a real act ot charity to a diseased 
and crippled youth ; and I shall not cease to pray, that the 
God of infinite goodness may accompany the j piece, with 
his divine blessing, and make the gift an act ot spiritual cha • 
rity to the reader‘s soul.-— Be pleased to present my tno->t 
respectful compliments to the doctor ; and give me leave 
to expect, not a line, but a sheet filled with your thoughts. 
Tlic:i i shall promise myself oiie thing more, that you will, 
in the specii of yogr favours, as, .well, as in the worth of its- 
contents, f xcccd, greiatly cxcect}, 

' Ever, ygur’s &c. 


■'f > mtitlcd, The of Chrift tl« Cluiftian's Glory, prcaclicil h > 

XptthBmpton, on May ib, 
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Madam, 

I AM pleased not a little, to hear a ladv of your 
fine sense and blooming years, declare, that an inquiry, re- 
lating to everlasting salvation, “ has talcen up much of her 
“ thoughts,” Let me intreat you to go on. and imitate 
that excellent W' -man, whose panegyric is uttered by wis- 
dom and truth itself 5 “ Mary hath chosen that better part, 
which shall not be taken from her.” 

You inquire, “ whether the elect of God hath not an in- 
“ w; rd a' surance, that they shall be saved ?” — Your ca uis£ 
takes leave to answer the question, by asking anoiher. 
"Why should not you ail’d I, madam, have this assurance? — 
I.s it not a blessing, intended for cliristians in general ? We 
know says the apostle, that we are passed from death unto 
life. He says not I and some eminent saint-, — but we ; 
including those believers, to whom he wroie, ih is.-, among 
whom he preached, and all those, who hereafkr should be- 
lieve, through his word. 

Is not this a most desirable Ifnowledge ? On the otliet 
hand, can any thitig be more afHicting, than a state of s is- 
pense with regard to tliis all-impurtaht affair ? To pe in sus. 
pence whether my final lot will fall, in the regions of end. 
less misery, or the mansions of. eternal glory? — Insupporti- 
ble ! — can it be the will of our most indulgent Creator; that 
we should spend our da,ys, in this sad uncertainty and dis • 
tressing anxiety ? — Impossible! . 

But have wt a warrant for this dssufance ? — We have 
the best of warrants, the gift of Gotf*’ If your good father 
gives you a pair of diamond eardrttigs, or (tvhich, rightly 
improved, will be much more ornamehtai) a neatly printed 
bible ; do not you look upon this as. a. sufficient warrant to 
call these presents your own ? I)o not you rest fully assur. 
ed that by virtue of your pareftfg gifr; they are your utiques’. 
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tinnahlp pr<;per»y, — PtThan*! von will say, where has G >'1 
A might\ done anv tlvn^ like thi> ? where has he ^iven s >l- 
va'ion cr life eternal to me ? — lie plea'-ed to consult 1 St. 
J> hr. y, 1 1. t «*’■>■' will find an answer ; wh. ch, I hope 
will prove perfectly satisf^actorv and highly delij'hful. 

Is this spoken to me ? — To you. Madam ; to the vountj 
lat’ies of your acquaintance, and 1 1 every one, wlio reads it. 
Life etertal is given, just as the manna was given in tno 
^ ilccrness. The manna, which each hungry Lraelite mig’it 
gather, and eat it. L fc ct<-njal, that everv poor Mn 'cr 
ma) receive and enjoy it. — But I have no mrrit. n .thi'ig to 
deserve it. — 'I'hen have just as much the all gracious 

God requires. Without ii oney, and wiiliottt price, is hi^ 
bountiful (ieclaralion. Freely and abstracted from a!' uc, 
Si rts, are hir gent rons terms. You have no ineri% M luam^ 
r.ml I have I ss than none. But has our civinely excellent 
Kedeenu r nu'hing meritorious! fiflr his sate, this inagni. 
ficri't and gloriou.s gift is conferred. Not we '.I'.ir'C; .es, 
blit Jesus Christ the riglitcous has obtained eternal redemp- 
tii.n tor us. 

M.<_\ 1 if.ch assuredly believe, that God gives eterr.al ii.hj 
to n.e f— ^i;^\ \(;u gluritj God’s trutii r m:iy you ■■ lurny Id,: 
grace r noiv \ou ,g!'.-rv!y the death aad o))edienk-i. or hi.- hi . 
loved son ? It so, tficn yOu may, you f ught,. it is your jiri.l- 
lege and your duty, to believe, that God aitnighr/ hec’^, 
gives to you erernal lite. 

VVlun sou receive this gift, look upon it as your porlion ; 
live in ti c nir.st comiortabie cxycciaiion of it ; rciyi;;;; o;: 
r.cithi g Viilua'.ile in yourself, but depending enlir-. i,' upon, 
the tciiiitul pioinise of him, who cann.ot lie. — Tiien you 
Wit) h*cl u'iir ncart iiicilned to Ivve your most adoiabie be- 
nt factor; — ilien you vv ill study . to plea.e him in all your 
Coiivcrsaiioii ; — then you will be tiuly holy. — .\il which is. 
With gtctii siuoerj'.y, wished by the amiable .Miss * * *’s 

Very aucctioriale l;<end &c. 
JAMES iiZilVEY 


^ Aili is t'-e record, dut God haih ^ivciiwu^j etcriial life; cud thii life bin his 
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LEri'ER XXX. 


Weston- Favdl, Aug, 17, 1753. 


Dear Sir, 


1 I1AV*E now procure-! some franks, nn- Host the 
want of this vehicle should retard the delight and iinprove. 
nient, nl.ich 1 always receive from' your c orresiio ;derice, 
3 tak- leave to enclose one. ’Tis for your use, but luy be- 
nefit. 

1 received the parrel, and owe you my thanks lor the 
ni\sn!T. 1 wonder, tiiat you sh-)uld be b ickw ri to grui. 
U Mr. * *, Certainly, you have truth Oil your side, Tiie 
arguments are nervous and conclusive ; clcariy and {f k tiie 
most part) rcciselv stated, urged vvitii propiicty, an.d a 
b- ronmig warmth ; yet withoui any of that wr itli ol in.i i, 
V. liiifi worketh not the righteousness ot tjod. it I ivas in 
jour c;..se, 1 v\oiiid let my arrow Hy, as far as jirovidencc ij 
piva.'-etl !'o ( arry ir : and 1 beseech the blessed ijoJ to jiros- 
r.-rit, tiuii :t n ay give a mortal blow to error, and co.operatc 
witli Ins own i’.aly word, in being pr'jfitablv. — Now i men. 
lion Mr. *, pi ay L"t me desire you to ask, when you write 
t<i him again, whether he received, some months ago, a let- 
ter tiom me. It it miscarried, 1 shall wiui pictiaure supp. r 
its place with another ; lor, though I have n o-v but very 
few correspondents, and my enteebled consht ibon wid 
allow int. to write but tew tetters, I shall strive har.! tokeep 
up an intercourse with those geritlcmen, from w hom 1 c.'c. 
pevt to have my taste refined, or my mind improved. Aad 
amtrng that number I reckon Mr. * *. 

1 shall sincerely rejoice to hear^ that your eye is streng- 
thened anu youi" health confirmed. Ifow valuable are these 
blessings ! especially to those who employ them tor tue ho. 
nor, anu uevole them lo liie service ot Cnrist.— X wts.i you 
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had taken mlnufcs of what you saw most remarkabfy, in 
jour tour through Westmoreland and Ctimberland. A de- 
■icript'on of those counties would be very acceptable to us« 
'who inhabit a more regular, and better, cultivated spot.— 
Described in your language, and embellished with your 
imagination, such an account might be highly pleasing to 
all; and grafted with religious improvements, might be 
cqual'v edifying.— Such kind of writings suit the present 
'taste. We don't love close thinking : that is most likely to 
•win our approliation, which extenuates the fancy, without 
fatiguing the Httention. Since this is the disposition or the 
’age, let us e dcavour to catch nten by guile ; turn even a 
iothie to their advantage, and bait the gospel-hook, agreea- 
bly to the prevailing taste. — In this sense, become all things 
** to ail men.” 

Permit rr;e to ask, whether you have yet seen JVitsitis de 
(I'xvvoniia Fwdervm ? — I wish, for my own sake, that you 
was samewhat acquainted with this author; because, if you 
should be inclined to know the reason and foundation of 
my scnliirents on any particular point, f Witshis might be 
my spokesman : he would declare my mind, better than I 
could myself. 

Cunversing some time ago with a very ingenious gentle, 
man, he made an observation, which I think is new and 
curious; I should be glad of your opinion, whether you 
think it rational and solid. ' It was upon these Words, Heb. , 
yi. f. Ibis passage is generally supposed, especially by 
^he writers of the established church, to denote tlie sacra, 
ment ot Baptism, and' tlie rite ot ' confirmation. — With re- 
gard to the l.tter, my friend queried, whether the practice 
-of tojiiirmation can be' allowed to constitute one ot the 
fundamentals of Christianity ?-i^with TCgaid to. the former, 
fcari it be shewn, that the apostle., in any other place, calls 
the ordinance .of .baptism, in the. plural number r — May not 

ish 


+ A trtnflatron iif tWs favorite 'uaKor Mr. ilervey’s wsuld furc^y be accepiabJc, 

cii-jcljViy as (he original is io very T ... 


*hcrt claa%inore giroperly refer to two cmineut Jew 
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. usagps ; the various purifications made by washings, and 
the impositions of hands on the p'acular V'Ctims ? I'he one 
. of which represented a purity ot heart and life ; the other 
was expressive of a translation of punishment, Irora the 
offerer to his sacrifice. — ^I'nen we have signified, in language 
familiar to the Hebrews, and by images with which they 
were prrfectly acquainted, the sanctiUcation of the spirit, 
and the substitution of Christ in our stead. — What seems to 
corroborate this conjecture is, the vast importance of these 
two articles. They are the two grand distinguishing pecu- 
liarities of the Christian scheme ; without them, every trea- 
tise upon fundamentals must be extremely defective. 

1 am much pleased w'th your remark on a certain learn- 
ed * * *. I’he heart surely should be engaged in the 
preacher’s office, as well as the head. — 

Are passions then the pagans of the soul ? 

Reason alone baptiz’d ? Alone ordain’d 

To touch things sacred ? 

I'he great Apostle was fervent in spirit, as well as cogens 
in arguing. He beseeches, conjures, and charges his peo- 
ple. He adds prayers to his entreaties, and tears to his 
prayers. When he reasons, conviction shines ; when he 
exhorts. Pathos glows. May your discourses, dear Sir, be 
strong with the one, warm with the other, and by both be 
happily instrumental, “ to turn sinners from * darkness un» 
“ to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that 
“ they may receive forgiveness of sins,” — We have very 
wet unkindly weather for the harvest. May it teach us all 
to see our dependence on that divine hand, which giveth 
rain from heaven and fruitful seasons. May it stir us up to 
long more ardently for that inheritance which is incorrupt- 
ible, as well as undeiiled 1 whose character is perfection, 
and whose duration is eternity .<«;>*-lnto this, dear Sir, may 
you, and many of your readers, fa due time, have an abun* 


• See AQ 5 xxvi, x9a 
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dant entrance ! and there find, as a inounuineni ot mercy, 
an j a trophy of redeeming grace. 

Dear Sir, 

Your very affectionate 

and truly sincere Friend, 

JaMjiS IlfiRVEy. 


I.E I TER XXXI, 


Weston, Oct. 28, 1753 , 

JI/j; dear Friend, 

And must I resume nay correspondences ? Does 
mv dear Mr. * * * join with several other triends, to render 
me inexcusably rude, if I neglect any longer ? — Then, with 
the divine asssistance, 1 will agiiin takfe up my pen, though 
a:; t. ccsERnt :rries of infirmities has wore it to the very 
fctuii'ps ; fur which reason 1 had thrown it adde, with an 
iril'-utioM to cciilinue silent, and inactive, a» a dead man 
out of luiiid. 

To make some reparation for my past negligence, lac* 
Jtiiow'ledge your late favor without any deltw. Yesterday 
1 received it, and to.day 1 answer it even tiiough I 
justly plead weariness, as an excuse for a dilatory 
cj^uct.-r-I have this day been preaching to a crouded 
,j^c!iencc — 'I'he Lord Jesus Christ grant it may be an edi- 
cne ! You would be surprised, and I bejieve every ons 
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V r-i Hers, 0 at I am able !■> < iTciate for myself. I am s.o 
Vkpak. tl at I can hnnllv walk to the end of my parish, 

a sn ail i ne ; a’ d so tender, that I dare not visit my 
po< r l■etc^.bf.l!rs, ‘or tear of catchin«r mid in their bbak 
houses ; \et 1 am enabled, on the Lord’s day, to catechise,'' 
ai d i xpourd to III)’ i 1 ildren in the morrvng, and to [ireach 
in the atternoor. And every Wednesday evening, liay* 
time and haivest only ei.c pred. I read prayers and give 
tl eni a lecture sermon in Weston Chnrch. 'I'his is the 
Lord*! doing, or, as your favourite book expresses i:, t'lis is 
owing to ** the good band of my (iod upon n:e.’' Join 

V ith me, my dear triend, in adoring his arace, and pray, 
I! :p i! uiy litc is spared, inv cajiacity for his service mav be 
] r. knigtd , that, if n be Ids blessed will, the day, whiclr 
puls an tiid to t! e one, mav put a period to the other. 

1 ihaiik )( u for your news from the West. I assure you 
if is I igM> pleasir.g to hear, especially concernitig the pros- 
perity ot m> old acquaintance. I olten think ot thorn, and 
wiihdcep regret, lur my unprofitableness among them, 
IJk’JSi d be God for ever and ever,, that both they, and 1 
pia\ liavc a bi-ttrr rigiitei usi.ess than our own, iSIay wo 
ad grow in grate, and ere long meet in glory ! 

YiiU pecit not doulit, but it is a |)lessure to iny heart, to 
rcrm tiibcr, in ni)i bust n!oi5:eiirs, tiu.t valuable and v..lacd 
ir. end, \s itn whom I have trccucntly took sweet counsel 
on earib, and with whom I snail quickly be admitted into 
the heavens ; theie to behold rhe glor>, the inconceivable 
and etcriiji gh ry or him, who loved us both, and has wash- 
c<l us from our sms in his own blood. 

God li.^s bctn pica ed to pity the poor youth, for wltosa 
roliet the V^isitation Sermon 1 preached at Nortiiainpro;’. 
a short time ago, was printed.— —• Through iiis good 
providence, an editii)" of two thousand is disposed ot ; 
bc•^ide.i a supcrnumcrjry provision oi two hundred, destined 
to the use ot my Parisiics. Nay, the manager for the dis- 
tressed ohject, (s venturing upon another edition. See, dear 
Sir, if God Will bless, who can blast ? d he will further, 
what can obstruct i A feather, a straw, if lie pleases to 
command, shuli be a polished shaft in his quiver. Trust 
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not therefore ineh quencc orargumetrt, in depth of th'uijjht, 
or. beauty of style, both which arc confessedly wanting in 
the present case, but trust ye in the Lord for ever, for in 
Ihe-Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength. 

'.lam surprised, that any attendant on the • * ot * * * 
should enquire after my S.Ttnon, unless it was to criticise 
censure, and expose it : because, there was really given too 
mucli occasion, both to his f t and all his friends, to resent 
v.hat some time ago I seemed to have done, fn t'ne mid^t 
of the controversv between the t t ^.nd the f t. there was 
put into the t f Journal a paragraph from a letter of ini”e, 
consisting of a pretty high encomium on Mr. f -f. As 
though I should, unchallenged and unprovoked, step forth 
to’ confront your f t 5 should think to bear down a f | 
objections by my single authority. This was also inscrtc.l 
in the most offensive manner ; not as an extract from a pri- 
vate epistle, without the consent or knowledge of the wri- 
ter, bui i'.droduced as my own act, and subscribed with my 
own name. 

I have found no reason to retract one jot or tittle of what 
was said. And God forbid, that I should be ashamed of 
that incomparable minister of Jesus Clirist ; than whom, I 
know no man on earth, who has more of the amiable and 
heavenly spirit of Christ. Nor do I remember to have met 
with, in all my reading, a person, since the days of miracle , 
and inspiration, so eminently zealous or so extensively use- 
ful. Yet to obtrude his character on the public, at such a 
time, and tvith such circumstances, had such an air of ollici. 
ousness, self-conceit, and arrogance, as roust necessarily 
disgust others, and is what 1 would absolutely disavow. 

This, I aftcrw'ards learned, was done by a well-meaning 
and thost pious man, i but, in this particular, very injudici- 
ous. It is much tp be desired, that religious persons may 
.have W’isjfcm ‘witn their a.al j e^es in tneir wings, that, as 
•for as is consistent with the exercise of integrity, and the 
discfejl^ge ot duty, we may give no offence, neither to the 
'S^^tior to the Greek, nor to the church ot God. 
ys^deept ray sincercst thanks tor yourpromoting the spread 
H^iny sermon, and continue your prayers for its enfeebled, 
^jihor;, that, iOtbe most high Godi vouchsafes to employ 
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him in any other work for the honor or his deai son, he fnay 
be enabled to find out acceptabl.* words, and that which is 
written may be the words of truth. 

My affectionate compliments waif upon Mrs. * * 
May you and your’s dwell under the defence of the Most' 
High, and abide under the shadow of the Almighty ! 


Dear Sir, 

Your very affectionate 


and truly sincere Friend, 


James IIervey/ 


LETF^R XXXn. 

if 


Weston, May 5, 1754# 


Dear Sir, 
c? 

oOME time ago, Mr. Moses Browne was so 
kind as to transmit to me three of your letters, which gave 
me both pain and pleasure. — Pain, to think that I had neg- 
Jccted to cultivate so valuable a correspondence — Pleasure 
and improvement, from the perusal of your trulv judicious 
remarks on Mr. Kennicott’s peflorraance, and Mr. Goad- 
by’s attempt. — The latter 1 am afraid, is not sensible of the 
great importance, and no small difficulty of writing a pro-^ 
per comment on the vyhble bible. To explain and illus*" 
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trate, w ith anv t' leraMc justice, a book so very subline, so 
vastly con’prebcnsive, sui'cly should be the work, n' t of . a 
few moths or years, but of his whole hfe, were his abilities 
ever so distinguished. 1 should be extremely sorry, to see 
that glorious gift of heaven, come aoroad into the world— 
with such a collection of remarks, as might be more likely 
to depreciate, than minister to its universal acceptance. 

You are pleased to mention my intended work, and to 
offer your kind assistance ; an offer, which I assure you I 
highly value : I desire nothing so much, as to have the 
same impartiality of criticism exercised upon my manu-> 
sciipr, as xou have bestowed upon the aforementioned wri- 
tings. When my piece has been enriched by your correc- 
tions, and it it receives your imprimatur, it shall go to the 
press w ithout delay, as there is a likelyhood for a large de- 
mand of the M ork, both at home and abroad. This consi- 
deration makes me timorous and diffident, especially, as my 
incessant infirmities and unconquerable languors render ms 
sadly unfit for the support of so weighty and so grand a 
cause. If it was not iur such a declaration in the word of 
trutli a d Me aa this, — “ Not^y might, nor by strength, 
“ but by my spirit, sailh the Lo'-cl,” I should totally de- 
spair* ct any success.— E.\cuse, dear Sir, this hasty scribble ; 
Strengfl'.en the feeblest ot all hands, engaged in the divine 
Jesus’s service, aiu* pity a man, whose head aches while he 
writes to you ; und i eart almost tails, when h(:i(||rilcs for 
the public, iiut is, annust ail Ins weakness. 

Dear Sir, 


Ever, your’s See. 



il-ETTERS. 


LETTER XXXIII. 


Weston-Favelt, May 20, 17^4. 


My dear Friend, 


Your letter was £cood news from a far coviti- 
trv, and made doubly welcome, by a Ion*; prcceeding 
^il'.nce, and by the valuable hand that brou;;tit it. 

Mr. gave me hit; company one afternoon, V/e 

talked of Christ Jesus and his beloved Minister at : 

Oh ! that our conversation may be edifying, and build us 
nuitually up in our most holy faith !--IIe was so obligini;, 
as to jiresent me w'th the j>icturc of the iarc uortiiy Dr. 
Doddridge. 1 hojie, when 1 view it, I sliall be reminded 
of the inscription ol Sennacherib’s statue j- ; or rather, that 
it will address me with the Apo lie’s admonition ; *■ [Jo yc 
“ not slothful, but followers of them, who throog’n faitii and 
** patience inherit the promises.” 

Mr. lias iikewis ' transmitted to me seven of your 

sermons", six on common, one on superfine p iper. For tlie 
latter I sincertdy thank you •, lor the former i dcairo you 
will give me leave to pay you. I proj) 0 '.> j t<» gratify and 
oblige my friends with them ; and it seems utteily umeason- 
able, that I should be generous at your expence. — 1 admire 
and applaud your noble reliance on God and his provi- 
dence i and were you a single man, I v/oulj not odor to 
interpose a prudential hint. ' But, perhaps, tljc otiier amia. 
bie parts of yourself, may not have the same sie.aly and tri. 
umpnant faith. For their sakes therefore it may oc a j visa, 
ble, fo take the ant for a pattern, and lay ujj sjmcihing 
against a rainy day. 

1 heartily wish, that good providence, on which you de- 
pend, may spread your piece, and prosper it in the world. 
Sure you should sulfer it to be advertised in some oi tne 
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. principal Ne.«'s papers. I dare say, you desire, you covet* 
you are anrbitious to‘do good, and be extensively useful. As 
thi.s then is a cotnmod ous open door, let not my friend’s 
modesty or selbtliffidencc shut it. 

I have no de.drc to reconcile you, dear Sir, to systems, 
human systems of religion ; I know other devout and god* 
ly persons, that dislike tliem. They have been servircahie 
to my soul, and whenever I read them, I think, they are 
blessed to my improvement and comfort : only let us all 
concur, in prizing the blessed book ol God. May we en- 
'ter into its treasures more and more, and shed abroad the* 
sweet savour of its doctrine in every place ! above all, my 
dear Mr. * * , may we never cease to testily of him, wIks 
is the Alpha arid Omega of the scripture, and the soul and 
center of the whole Christian religion ; wlio is by infinite 
degrec-s, the most grand and amiable representative of the 
eternal godhead to the church; and tlic only source of par- 
don and acceptance, of wisdom and goodness, of grace and 
glory, to die believer. 

I rcjoice'to find, that you take in good part my very tree 
remarks, and very feeble attempts to criticise. Indeed, I 
did not doubt but you would. — I send two or three manu- 
scripts, and beg of you to exercise the same frankness of 
admonition, and the same impartiality of censure upon 
them. — My bookseller tells me, it cannot bo comprised in 
less than three volumes.' I have always had an aversion to • 
so diffusive a work. Many 'will not have ability to pur- 
chase them ; many not have leisure to read them, and to 
';onie, I fear, fhe very sight of thtee volumes would be like 
loads of meat to a sickly or squeamish stomach. Yet I 
cannot contract the work, and reduce it to the size of two, 

V. iihout oinitriog those parts, which arc intended to enter- 
tain the reader, keep him in good humour, and allure or 
bribe him to go on. What would you advise ? 

I I’.aVe not seen Lord* * *’s works. And since their 
chiiractcr is so forbidding, their tendency so hurtful, I shall 
attempt to see them, 1 don’t question but the great 
. /i^hysician will provide an antidote for this poison, and the 
?.:^:i!ilmighty head of the church will enable his disciples to tread 
such serpents, - • . 
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, ! sen'J letters viii, ix, x. xL and Dial, xv, xvii. Do. mjr 

nr Sir. improve, polish, and enrtcl) them. And, if God 
A iini^’hty bl.-.sses them, if our adored redeemer vouchsafes 
U.i work by them, 1 will thank you, not only in these regi- 
ons of sin and morlaiity, but when I meet before the throne 
‘-■•i' lilt- iamb, and amidst the angels of light. Till then may 
i ic U’her of mercies keep you as the apple of his eye, and 
.'ruiiio you a polished arroiv in his quiver. Believe me to 
be, dear Sir, 


Your much obliged, and 
very alFectlonate friend &c. 
JAMES IJERVEY. 

LETTER XXXIV. 


Wcslon-Favell, May 30, j 1754 


Dear Sir, 

Y ES’i'ERDAY I received your valuable letter, 
i thank you for the comtortable prayer : it exactly suits my 
circumstances, may I be enabled to breath it from my very 
soul in taifh, and may it enter into the ears of the (fod and 
I'ather of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

■your solution of4he difficulty in Acts vii. is very ingeni- 
ous, and subserves the purposes of piety. I send hercwiih 
four of my Dialogues,— *-which I beg, of you to examine 
with a kind severity. I do assure you,, I can bear to' receive 
rensure from a friend, and will kiss the lips that administer 
especially, when it is intended to preserve my attempts to 
further the glorious gospel from the contempt of the public. 
Be so kind as to serve my essays as you have treated Mr. 
(joadby’s Expository Notes j take the pruning knife, and 
freely lop off the luxuriant parfsT. Your notes on Mr, Tay- 
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lor of Norwich, I return with thankful acknowledgments, 
you will see,’ what use I have made of them. — I had penn’d 
more animadversions upon that piece, but upon a review. I 
found they would swell the work loo much. 1 have a note. 
Dial. iv. Page 4. that is directly to the point ; vyould you 
advise me to retain it ? I had expunged it. I have direct- 
ed the Printer to restore it, but hcedlanter Aoc.— Y *u will 
receive half a dozen of a little collection ot scripture pro- 
mises which I lately printed in two small picc.es >.if pap^r, 
chiefly for the poor, to be pasted, one at the beginning, the 
other at the end ot their bibics, or indeed of any pious booki 
— Perhaps you iv.ay know some, to whom such a presenr, 
though minute, may be welcome. — As soon as you return 
thesit manuscripts, if I have your approbation, I p.irp»stf to 
emj.hy the press. In the mean time, it shall be tiv prayer 
to God, jli:.t he may give you a right judgment in all 


Your most affectionate Friend, &c. 
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PEOMISES, 

To be pasted al the beginning of a Bible-. 


God hath givhi us txretding gnat and precious rromift, that hy th.fi tsc 
vii^ht bi partakers oj the Divine Natare^ 2 Pefr. i, 4, 


DiV 1N2 TfiACm.VG. ' 

ITai. xxix. 18. The cy^ <>f the Wind fhall fee out of obi’eurity, 

XXXI. 34. They fliall all know m from the leaf): to the grcatefl, 
fcilm XIV. 26. The holy ghoft'fhill teach you all things*, 
liai, iviii. 11. The.LoKD ihall guide thee coiuiiiualiy, 

PA;I don. 

Ifai. xliii. 45. — I am he that hlotreth out th> fins, 
liai. i.. 18. — Sins as StJirlci-r^iTiall be white as iuow. 

1 I'et. ii, 24. Who his own iclf ban* our liiis in his own body on the 
tree. 

1 John i. 7. — The blood of Jests Christ clcanlcth fro'.n .ill fin. 

Justification, 

Rom, viii. 33, 34 — It is* God that juflilietli. 

Rom. iii, i?i, 22, 23, 24. — Jall hed fre-ly by his grace, 

Ibi. Jflv, 24, 25. — In lilt- l.oRi) I have lighteoiiihcls. 

2 Cor. V. 21. M care ir.ade ilic ilghteuulnels t>f Goo in hiir:, 

S A N C T I r I C AT M. 

Ezek, xi. 19, 20. I will put a new fpirit wdthin you, 

Tit.ii. 14. CiiK iKT Save himieif loi us, that he might redeem us fron» 
all niitpiify, 

Ileb. viii. 10, 11, 12. i will put my laws into their niiiid, and write 
tlu rn ii. tlicir heaits. 

t Tlicff. V. 23, — The God of pcace^ fanflify your whole fpirit, foul and 
body. 


Temporal Blessings. 

1 Tim. iv. 8. — Godlinefs hath the premife of the life that now' is. 

Pial. xxxvii. 3 . — Ncriiy thou Ihait be fed. 

Malt. vi. 33.-— 6eck hilt the kiugdomvof God, and all things fiiali be 
added. 

t Tim. vi tjf Who ^iveth us ail lhu|g$ richly to enjoy. 
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LETTER XXXV. 


'June 12 , 1734 . 


My dear Friend^ 

Do vnu whv T have* not arlcnowlprjged 

••ecTM t nf v<-.ur last ? IndeeH 5t dosi rved a most sope^'y 
and a most cr^itefil ackno'slpdgrr.ePt hut I 'vns onwillin^ 
t» irterriii't yoiT thoii?l ts wifli fresh enqnirips ; vonr 
thoii{i! ts. I h<'pe ha>c been empi ived, in oiscovodiig- the 
Krverend Dr. * ‘h mi^t.ih' s, and in t^nhino h m, wh^t. 
that n;eans, wV 'ch o r .rd q'oe as tlic comiiiission tJ his 
niini'ters, “ Preach the C/ sod.'’ 

1 received your present f.o n Mr * * ; but I shall not. 
want any memerial < f your f-ienclship, .s.> I > 0 " as vou will 
give ire leave to cmsult you, about dlfTiciiit pa.ssages io 
scripture ; and these n emorials, I assure yr u, will not be 
t ansient, I shall tar<f dv [.rc^^rve them ; and when t’leir 
nimber and size is a little more increased, snail form tr:cin 
ii;to a volume, w’ ich shall be more valuable to me, tiiaa 
any book in my 'tudy f. 

The ancc.of'es ( f your own life are very welcome, 'T v-m 
could a('d others, t'nev \\ould bcsiiil more plcasiiig. As 
you are well acquaii ted with anticnt ‘nst ry, have vou met 
with ir.y account of the four monarchi. s r c'eiicise, tik nc^ 
in onl; the mo. t memorable a d strikii'.g f cb ; and st.ll 
more particularly calculated to explain the Piophecie.s of 
scripture, and demonstrate their exact fe compiish ne::(s. 
This, ■with a succinct detail of t..e distraction of J criiju- 

c 


4 It la much to he wiAicd, tha* this injjcnioua .torrffoont^rnt would rejrm^t us io nr 
r){h his Itacncd emw'ci's^ by way oi du^^icaicjut :o ibci« lckcs. 
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lem, and the dispersion c{ the Jews, , w<»ul<<, 1 tnink, be a 
Vtrv pn t»y hist' ricdl furniture for young miiHs. 

I think all your cr.-t cisms please and improve me. that 
orly exicpted, which rela'es to 1 Cur. tx. 24. While [ 
was writing tliis, Mr. P * * *, the bearer came in, ( >t 
which reason, you w ill give me leave, fur the .-ak - of e -* 
j'tying his cnmpai.y, to conclude ; only let me aild. t >. t I 
puipo*-e, if 1 live to the begi^ ning «. f next week, t - Mii.sh 
wl-at I intended to say, in a letter by the post, w.ucit very 
probably may amicipate what now comes fiom» 

Dear Sir, 

t 

Your very aftectionate 

and truly sincere Friend, 

James Hervby, 


LE I 1 ER XXXVI. 


Dear ^Sir, 

I Ihink oi e Giiinc;; is full enough for giving 
;<\vay to a puson, <f v.hi-se character we arc ignorant, 
*1114 le IOC t<.o n-any (dclet dicUitn !) to whom an alms in 
the wav of money, is i idy cn adtiiinistiation of fuel to their 
lusts. Xh)t that 1 inesninc to fix such a cltarge upon the 
yne.vcK/ pc tinoner ; \et this conviction tnakes me cautious, 
where I have no as'urame of the person’s sobriety. Had 
it not bi en' for his 1'allter's zcorfh, I should have almost 
tiioncht it m) duty to have .shut mv hand, till I received 
some more satislaciory lecommcndation. We arc stewards 
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cf o'lr tT’'’‘«t«T’s so 'dR, and discretion is requisite In the dis] 
charge '‘f nUc'i an office, as, well as (ifielity. 

1 t'ancv, mv dear fi lend, yoii did not tike notice an 
unhecoming expression, which dropt from your lips, while, 
1 -at at I - ur table. ' Y m was a little chagrine i at the care- 
lescness of your servint, and said to him , with sone w.sr ntn, 
** What! in the name of God do you miM.i r” — S.ich ex- 
press ins fi'om vour lips, will be much observed, and Igug 
remembered. I need say no more ; you vo irs. lf will pver- 
ceive, by a moment’s reflection, how f lulty they are in 
t lemselvcs, and how pernicious they m ly be to others. 
May t le good Lord pardon and deliver you from evil ! — 
And may both of us m >re frequently itie iitate on this im- 
portant text, “ Set a vyatch before our mouths, and .keep 
♦lie duor of our lip» !" 

} am, bear Sir, 

Your much obliged, and 
very affectionate friend, 

JAMES IIERVEY, 


LETTER XXXVIL 


JaneH, 17fi* 

Mj/ Friend, 

Before tins can reach your hantls, you will, 
in all probability have seen Mr. P— — - ; he is r-allv an .n 
genious gentleman, has a lively apprehension, a penetrating 
judgmei't. as well as a large share of rcaJmg. May the 
Almighty Spirit vouchsafe to sanctify those endowments s 


urtfitf. ■ 

. ■ ■ ■" '■’t'Twy&gJta aaaa* ^ 

gri'^ make out interviews, not an occasion of ambitiously 
displa\ing out talent, but of building up one another iA our 
most holy faith ! I can hardly agree to mv friend's proposal* 
for ahering the translation of I Cor ix. 24. Mav it not be 
gn incttement to the utmost diligence } q d. The conten- 
ders know, that, though many run, yet one alone can re 1 
ceive the prize. Therefore they exert all their strength and 
all thejr speed, each hoping and each striving, to 1 m that 
d*^tinguished happy one ; So likewise do ye : Or mav it 
not be an encoiiragenaent, dratvn from the prospect of ge- 
Zieral success ? q. d. How much greater reason have you 
to tun the Christ an race f Since not one only, hut all may 
receive the prize of vour high calling.— Of these interpreta- 
tions the f >rmer seems most suitable to the tenour of the 
Apo'-tle's discourse. Houhigaut finds fault with our transla- 
tion « f fif incifdibiUlur arias, contignavit aquis i he 
would correct it according to his usual way, by altering the 
original, Nos legifoui, cooperiens : Sic legutU, pra'ur syrum^ 
omncs in polyghttis. What think you of the words “ Going 
'down ?” Is that all which the sun knows or observes ; would 
rot that be a very imperfect discharge of his office ? May 
not the orig nal phrase denote his going, his circuit, his 
whole journey ? Comprehending not only his setting, bat 
bis rising, his meridian, and all nis stages ; together with his 
passage from one tropic to another, and his distribution, not * 
only of day, but of seasons also, through the various regions 
of the gl< be f By seasons we generally mean the four 
grand distributio s of the ye.ir info Spring and Summer, 
Autumn and Winter. But these, you know, are neither 
occasioned by the influences nor regulated by the appear- 
ances the moon, blvxt Saturday J hope to send you 
manuscripts, lu the mean time, give me leave to remain, 

I* 1 * * * 

Ever, your’s tcct 
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^ Beforb this arrives, T ho|)f my parcel, tfan»r 

witted according to your direction, wiill have reach d vour 
^ands ; and nay Dialogues w\\\ have received the free cqr» 
.fiectibn, and the frieiidljr.imorovcmeuts of your oen. 

‘ As, through my many and repeated I had 
long discontinqed, and have often mtennited my intended 
work, I am informed f oni London that the ab- ttors of the 
Sbeiitian scheme, have been pleased t<> triumph in mv disa 
sijipointmentv itnagimng, that, thr -ugh f.-ar or inability, I 
^ad laid aside my design, and instnua mg, that I ha I chang. 
^ my principles, or was conscious of the weakness of my 
Causei, — From these g ntlemen, if ny essay should appear 
h) public, it may expect a Severe examination, or probablv p . 
violent attack. 1 hope your friendship will anticipate' iheir 
inveteracy .i and remove tuose blemishes, which might give 
them a handle f.r censure, or a ground fjr insult. My’ 
prayer fjr my kind corrector is^^ that the Lord Jesu^ Christ, 
whose sacred honor and precious interests are concerned, 
would give him ‘‘ the spirit of’ coqnsel and ot might j Is 
^re.' bbt a peculiar f jrqe and beauty in this last metaphor ? 
How would you devclope and set it forth to common view ? 

1 have just had occasion to considei tiiat remarkable express 
in Psalm XV. ^-Methinka, the bible translation .does nit 
Kconiaaeiiditselt tb my jtidgroent*; I 'am 'better satisfied, 
and more edified with the version used by our liturgy ,• only 
it ^ems^t to have preserved the strength of the original. 

will' say no more upon this'point, because, if X 
)iyc t#^nd another packet ot probationary manuscripts, 
ydu.w^. see my sentimehts on this paniculat, incorporated 
iv^ith the wo)k. " - 


• Wli" t f** vc«»r opinion, a$ to puM’sItinf three volumes ? 
Xir Mow Biowiarwd ftnoiher f tena pronounce in th* 
aiBrniative ; thoug I arn much afraid that this circumstance 
ill clog the s^le.—There are several pieces, that are a 
Iwidd of excursion from the principal subject, calculated to 
relieve and ertrrfaiii t^ii reader ; yet not without adroini»« 
t ring son e spiritual benefit. A whole dialogue upon tho 
v\< nders of,wis' o<p, power, and goodness displayed in the 
coi trivaiice and f irmation of the human body. Two or 
thrt V l< tters, pointing out the traces of the same grand and 
amiable attributes, in the constitution of the earth, tte air* 
and the ocean. 1 forget whether f enclosed lo my last one 
o‘ the little collection of ^nplure Promises, which I caused 
lately 'o be i ni ted, fir the beneht and comfirt of mv peo» 
pie. If I have already desired your acceptance of one^ 
these 1 now send may be fur your fi tends 1 fancy, a short 
but lively ( iscourse upon eavh of tK eight heads t« and the 
tvxts selected, migl t, after they tiaye been committed to the 
men'orits of the pe< pie, be ac eptable, ami what the Apov- 
tle calls * a yuord n season.*’ — Angry at the length of 
“ v< ur let ers ' ” No. dear Sir! — Itiey are, as fully said 
o( Demostheucs’s Oiaiions, Tue longer the more valuy 
able.’* 


I am. 


Your obliged Friend, 

JAMES hervey: 


+ Tfce heaat ire, t DWine Tciehinj » P>(dun 5 Jufl firatioa 4. SaiftiScalise^ 
S lamfoni aidkofi. 6. iMoptuion. •j.AUa.Aoo, S. IDmUi., 
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LEItER XL. 


2fy dear Friend^ 

T ITANK vou for sen(’in? the Cots (’esij^ned fof 
the Bible. All nn hope with regard to them, is thai thev 
ir:sv remind some beholders of th^- transcendent excellency 
cf *hc,sacred writings. I propose by the next post to write 

to Mr , I would %*ery willintly present him with mv 

pictun , as you desire it ; but I really tiiink, mt' picturi'. if 
much better done, is not worth a frame. And, I own. I 
d<»n't much like giving away, what favours more of vanity, 
than benevo.ence. 

Can’t you get a little leisure to peruse part of my intend- 
ed Work. I have, for a month or six weeks, b ‘en pr )se- 
cuting it in earnest. I have sent f iir of the IXialogues, 
tr-mscribed by my amanuensis. Do steal a little time tr )in 
the multiplicity ( f your ^medical engagements, to examine 
them ; retrench, where I am redundant ; clear up, where 
I am obscure ; poli.sli what is uncouth. — I hope Mr. ■ — 
will do me the same favour ; and may the God of wisdom 
g’ve both my friends and me a right judgmer t in ail things.' 

1 have seen Mr ’s answer, God be praised, that I 

had no occasion f</r controversv.— I have nut seen Mr 
Moses Broil tie this n^any a day . the last time he was with 
me, he talked aboui rcpriiitii g i.is Sunday 'Ihotighfs, and 
adding a third part, wliicii he had hnUhed, and which com- 
pletes his scheme ; I woul<! have the throe parts printed ip 
a i.eat Pocket Volume. Have >ou read hs Poem on the 
Univirse ? I think it is the must pleasing, and indeed the 
best ti.ing he ever wrote. — 1 hope, the God of heaven will 
smile upon his endeavour , and animate us all to Itbour in 
his clear Son’s cau-ic, and prosi.<er the labours, which he 
himself excites. And jt God wdl prosper, who shall ob** 
struct f If he will work, who can hmder it r” My dear 
fneud, let uu^ e)es be, ever looking unto the hilis trom 


LETTERS^ 




ln’hrnce cometh out help. To that omnipotent Belnjr, who 
sp;fred nor (unparallele I, st ipen'lous goodness !) -ipared not 
his f) vn son, Put freely gave him up fjr us b t'l. Oh ! 
thft vve tnsv deatlv love him : firmlv trust in him ; and de- 
sire nothin'; so :n ich. as ta know him now bv fiith, and 
at er this life have the fruition of his glorious g.jdhead. To 
hia evcrldatiiig coinpasoions I cum. nit my iriei^d. 

I am. Dear Sir, 

Your much obliged, and 
very affectionate friend, 

JAMES IIERVEY; 


LE ITER \LL 


Weston, July 8, 1754. 


Dear Sir, 

^ OUR fiivonr of June 28, is now before me, 
and demands my sincerest thanks ; and mine,. I assure you, 
are of the sincerest kind. I am sensible, it is not in every 
one’s power to do such an act of kindness; and if provi- 
dence vouchsafes to smile upon niy essay, they will be of 
the most lasting, the most extensive, and the mo t impor- 
tant nature. If I live till next Saturday, I propose to trans- 
mit to von s‘x m 're i f the Uial 'gnes, w'lich will open a 
new field for your fieodlyhand to weed cultivate, and 
improve. Exercise the same benevolent s>v(*rity upon 
them, and cuniinue to retrench, as well as Kfjiun,' 


D 


S9S lETTSU*. 


I am ''blidod f r yf itr cr fit isms, and Oh ! that I may be 
emb' Id. ned bv the rxfr-'icf of v-inr intendH ^Vor!c. N^o 
man, I bt'He'’C, stands in need of siioh <'nc'>urad<* tha:\ 
mv'pif. — Tim< rous by nature, and made abundantly more 
so. by a long series of uointermitte i l.induo'^s, and a very 
debilitated constitut'on ; ftr which teasop,, I promi'e my- 
self, you will commend the writer and his attempt t > tvit 
great Jehovah, in whom i.s everlastini strength ; an 1 tor 
your kin I assist ince, I shall t ink nivself bound to praise 
his a'dorable Majesty ; and to pray that he would fill you 
vilh all wisdom and spiritual understanding ; t'l it vou may 
walk wc'vthy of the Lord, unto all pleasing, being friiiifil 
IP every good work, and encreasing in the knowledge of 
God. 

I will, since I have the concurrence of yonr Judgment, 
and I hope the guidance of our Lord Jesus Christ, deter- 
mine upon three volumes. — How long do you apprehend 
it will he, before your clmmological, and historical p.e .e 
wi 1 be finished ? 1 hope it vvilll abound with such ex >la- 
ntition ot sc-iptiire, and be rich wdth short, but strikin 
improvcmi nts : May you continually enjoy that une 'o 
from tlie 1 lolv one, which teacheth all tilings! and Oh 1 
that its precious influences may descend upon. 

Dear Sir, 

Your very aflcctionate 

and truly sincere Friend, 


James IlERVEr. 


hr e 
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My 14 , 1744 . 


Dear .9/r, 

I Hope mv last letter, wherein I apprised you of 
a parrel t(. be u^insmitted t» \ou is in your hand. — Here 
aie six Dialocucs ; n;ay the everlasting and wonderful 
C' iin-t II r enable )ou to search them as witli a candle, and 
niiketlcm suib as he w.ll coiuliscend to ldt>s ! 1 have 
tlioj. I cd several objections and answers; yet, I fear, too 
ii.any are St 11 reiaiiicd. A multiplicity <.f ohji cts disai* 
p- les the Jiite. t'(jn either of the eye or the mind — Are 
vliatt'e painters call the two utiilies, preserved? Oiie 
prti'ciptd aciion and c.ne grand point of view, in each piece ? 
1 > es '1 he ion speak enough? or with sue!) weight, an4 
sui'h a spice cf the if// (i//icus, as inav suit his cl aracter ? 
II. le ai d (I'.cre a loueh (,f wit or gci'.teel satire in him, I 
think, u(,u!d be graACInl, esp-ecially in the !i',r juirts, baftre 
he is hn.'Ught to a conviction ol his guih. I hoiiC you will 
ii(<t (.Illy find all il e faints, but ih.cit yon v.ii! point t iis ar- 
row, an>. trim its uatlv. rs ; and may ti “ arm cf lii- 'iio^t 
Iligli iauiieii it,. that it may he li.e arr.'-.v or t);e Lira’s s...l- 
V.ili .11. 

I am. 


Your cMiged F'riend, 

JAMI'S liLRVEV. 


LRTTMS. 
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LElTER XLlll. 


October 3 . 


Dear <S7r, 


1 Ilnve prrn«;er1 the ^eatrst par*’ of Dr. Hodgeses 
is wrote, I tl»ink, in a masculine and noble 
s 'lo ; is nn-rnaN’d with a lively s[)irit of piety ; and urjjes, 
V th a h< rondno zeal, some of the prand peculiaiitics (>f 
the gospel. I hope, it will prove a blessing to both the 
XJj.iversi ics ; and be a means (if testdying, to bo*h those 

learned bodies, the truth as it is in Jesus. — Dear Mr 

•has been gore from us almost afortn ght. Wh it a b irning 
land shining light is he ! Burning with ministerial zeal, and 
and shining in ali holv c'oiiversation. 

I lioj'C our dear f iend sermon was attended 

with a blessing ; a- d mav the blessing be greatly encreas- 
cd by the publication ! May the drop become a river, and 
the livi *• become a sea ! — I was yesteniay with live or six 
y. ung students, and this day witii three ingcmoLis gentle- 
men cf the lai t-, two (>f wh-u-j are acquaiiUed with toe 
Jlebrcvv. O.n conversation turned wholly upon that suj)er- 
cxccll- nt and licligli.m! subject, The or.Iy true God, and 
Jenis Christ whom he has sent.’’ Oh ! may tiiat aiiiiig itv 
Bi ing, Vvlu) has every human heart in his hand, sa ictify 
our discourse to our eternal advantage ! — And let us my 
dear f iend, talk f^r him, and live f >r him, who died f )r 
bur sins, and is risen again for our juitdicavioii. — May 


vTiii* iuv?rcrft Dr. liotlges v/as Trovollof Oriel College, Oxford; cjiilncnt for his 
ifiriUi.g arid pief/. 
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liis <^pirir he your continual guide, and hib favour your ever- 
lasting portion. 


LETTER XLIV. 


Weston- Favcll^ Aus;. 27, 1754* 


Dear Sir, 


I Ilax^e rear! part of yonr cbronolo^^ical manu- 
arript t,« — and I bless (J -d fit giving you suc’n a penetra- 
ting and coir.prebei.s.ve nv’nd* lu c< nfess the truth, it is 
bewuul my pov\e r ro follow, i ven in tnose n scarches, where 
y(>n la\e surmounted the (i fTiciilnes, and c;Iea>'ed tiic way ; 
bir theic are mauv things, which 1 uncle rst.ind, and with 
vh.ich I am deiight^vl ; in o.nucn. tint, if }ou don’t inte ui 
to publish it, 1 sh^^uld verv n uc!) desire a coj)y uf it. B it 
what should iun.lcr rhe pu'dicata^n i vv hy siioulJ not tue 
leaned woild be improved by what is pr^. found, and tiie 
whole woflu be cc-ifiecl by what is ca^y ? 1 hive no ac- 
fjean t ineo m tins nnghbou; hocyd, who i-* versed in chro- 
T' logical enqijir.es, and capable c f judging (;f \our c mpii- 
t'cit.oiis ar.d urgiimeins ; otherwise, 1 uouid oDi.ii.i fir you 
h;s (q)ii ion. JVIr. Moses liroivnc (riuihoi of the Sanday 
Tm^ughiSy v\’ili glaolv peruse u. — Will you excuse me, 
though I adti no more ? A genUeman w^ it.^ fa me btdow, 
to t aiisact an atiairof which 1 understand but very little ; 
he is coniC to taK.c iny parsonage grounds, ni order to plough 


+ Tlic maniifcript which Mr Hprvey here takes r.''.ticc of is called — “ A Hiort Chr«- 
iiii'k* uf till* iiioii rein iiivaDK' j:)v«ub| from the ot Uic Wui.d^ lo ih; buiiUn)^ 

C* of iolooioii’s Ic'in^dc." 
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them f )r woad, an herb m ich uscil by the dyers. May 
pro.St)erity attend his pKm^h, but ab()ve all may it attend 
Jour’s and mine, wiiicli would open the "round or the seed 
cf the everlasting go-.pel. 1 am lo'h t > miss a post, loth to 
defer my thank> fv»r ) our last very valuable fivour, oiiicr- 
wise you would not be put oii' witn suun a hasty scrap 
fruin. 

Dear Sir, 

Your most aflectionate Friend, &c; 

JAMEi IIERVEW 


LEI'JER XLF, 


Dear Sir, 

The gentl'-rrian wh-) verified part of my Mrdi- 
ta'icna is Mr, Netvcoml) of Hackney f. It ilioug it it <*.'<- 
ceedingly well executed ; mueit superior to his O le o 1 1 ic 
linal dissolution of i!ie world, which he has since pab- 
lished. 

As to Rishop Forders's Dc^i^n of Chrisdanifi), he hns, as 
far as 1 have rea i, good sense, clear lan^u ige, a id soine- 
titnes fine striking sentiments. H it 1 mo t cordially e n- 
hracc the proposition, viz. “ I'hat fiith jus ili etii only as it 
“ apprehendeth the merits and lightcousncss of Jesus 


♦ Mr. Ncwcomkhas ▼frefidd the whole of i!ic two vDlurnM of V?ir=t.ttIon* In a v<*rV 
ele,;*iUit ma;Hicr, ana puhlilhcd liicm i well dcleivini^ ih.: ^louce oI'j’.I Mr, Il.rvcy s 
rersy 
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Cl nst/* which he most perem’>torilv J condemns — 
Plc^s^ to cast vnur C' e to the fifth line of th' next pira- 
graj h : 1 he Bi hopV vvnrds are “ Imputations of Christ’s 
** righteousness conrists in dealing with smcerely rig' teuus 
“ rcr-ous a^ if they w’ere [lerfe tlv so, for the sake of Jesus 
** Christ;” andiomtvare hi< sincerely rig' t*^ us perions^ 
with St. Paul’s dechtration, Rom. iv. 5 , tli;it C iiist just fi- 
cth the ungfuilv. — When you have pi rased and considered 
Ih^hop Fuv\li r’s 'I're. tise thoroughly, t)lease to !• t me have 
it again ; e pecially as vou and Mr. Hunter apprehend he 
lias given hi tti r directions for the attainment i-f true holi- 
ness than. Mr. Marshall — Thanks fir y -ung Mr. C!- ’s 

scrini n. Me is a corre ct writer, but wants t!ie m lin thing, 
“ Chiivt is m all ” lie either forgi ts, or undcistaiid- those 
words, in a manner Vv rv different fro n mv apj>rehension.~. 
Mr. (t ~ t has much gufvi sense, hm to me li s Sermoa 
rea< s Hu : In lii-> discourse likewise 1 wished to liave seei) 
xr*ore of our Immanuel’s glory, 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Ever, your’s Scci 
JANIES II^ERN EY. 

t ?:rf Inf vlioV iCo, ol Ci.c ihiid rud irjj ol’ Ll:e r.>urth edk* 

t;on See 'i'liciua, Voi ]. 
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LEITKR XL VI. 


Weston, October 20, 17S4« 


Dear Sir, 

I R r-ceived nnrc?l snf.’, and desire tn hl’s* 
God’s providence f>»r n''t sijfF-riii'f the nunusrriprs t > be 
lost in tht ir passage, as they had like to have be'*n : and to 
thank mv kind fri. nd for his ju litious remarks — II ‘rein is 
inclosed Dialogue xvi. I durst not venture t > comin't this 
to the press, without submitting it to yo ir c <rrecti in D ar 
bir, exam'ne it with a critical severi:y, and may he whose 
eyes are as a flame of fire, enable you to discern and rectify 
what is amiss. — It is, as you wi,I easily perceive, a subj -ct 
of the last importanc-e. Oil ! that in handling it, I might 
be a workman, that need not be ashamed. — Pardon my 
scraps of answers, to your large and valuable letters. I 
hardly know how to get a m mient’s leisure, so verv intent 
am I now on the publication of my book. I have not 
been able, for want of time, to read over this transcript ; I 
hope, the copier has not made any great mi^takl•s. He so 
gpud, dear Sn, as to favour me A-ith your remarks on this 
manuscrij^, as soon as you possibly can ; you need not re 
turn It, only send me your remarks. Hat you will please 
to preserve this, for fear of an accident happening to the 
otlicr copy. 


I am, dear St, 

,\ our most aflfcclionately 
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LETTER XLVIL 


Thursday Noon^ 


My dearFriend, 

I AM plaH Dr. C* * !?ot tim^ fhe trou- 
ble of <'»verlcKtki(i«j the maoii^cTi lie f * ‘ hi 1 ^ n ■ t 
of a crih’ck, and the freedom of a friend. is 

persiia(!ed hy tlie ^) 0 ‘)ks^*IIer t> prior hi> p )ein on f i- U - 
verse, and his Sunday Th ni hts i i one voln n •, and int *nd«J 
to entitle it, 1 he U%)rks and lies/ nf Creation ; wir'i rhe adj 
dit'on <-f som(' parricnlar, exol cat .rv, and >iab;)r lini e ri- 
tk‘. I objected t > this general ri le ; m uie a (pi rv, w e* 
tner ’t was striitlv oroner : or, if proper, vviv-t e‘r s dfici- 
e>jrlv signifies* t ? Inst a 1 '»f ft, i j)rO[)jsed, 'Ihe ICorks of 
Creation, and itesf of the Sahhaf.h. 

Dr tjiil shall t li you mv s '-.timents, in re] it’ )n to W s* 
lev on the Persercrance of the Suiids. li.) n their pa ti- 
plilets on liiis subicU I seirJ vou ; vvnether his re[)lies md 
ii'it T[)retjt.ons in the fir^t part are aoiind an<i sati fictorv ; 
judge you ; rlie considv rations sug:;e.-^t'd in ihe liUer p^rt 
J t’link, are fill v.f weight, rich \\t\ coiisola ion, and wor- 
thy of a piace in our memories an \ iii ou*' hearts : Mav o r 
own medit'^tion fix tlie n in tiiC one, aim t ie spirit of our 
God irnplai.t diem in (he ther. 

1 am Cl tirely < f rour (>pin on wi h regard t ) Sta^noe on 
Salvcition by Jesus Chriii : gciieralb very proux, and some- 
what tiresome to the reader ; yet hi:> style is go^)U, n.Tvo j.s, 
and beautiful. Prolixitv, 1 find, i> an epide lucil fialc 
among wrirers ; tiie censure 1 pass on h.:n, reDoairli oa 
rnytelf ; Save me from t lis mi^scouduct, by lopp ng oli my 
redundancies. I have not lookcu i, to Stijuoe, lor a great 
while ; when I revise him again, you shah have my semi- 
menu concerning his doctrine 5 w.nchj tuojg i excellent id 

£ 
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the mai* , is rrt I ap|'rth(^rd, ptrfec'K c- p^is^ n\ ' ••r 

ev Tipelical throii^hr ut. I have s^^en Mr ’'i r>n .D**. 

character ; I am ap[.rt l ensive (mfn' ?i.s) t’ at t 
will rather dej^reciate, t^ an exalt the Reverend 1) *cr<'r’s 
credit, amortj rea.ders rf a spirit. Tin re ar^- indeed, 

the sales attain but \\]n‘re are the sales evan^eleci ? — What 
savs our 1 vely frier'' Mr II artlv ? I think he is the Caleb 
of ( ur fraternity. C;.U b signifies all heart. na ne an l 

natuH' correspond. Dhl lie i ot warm you with hi> ze d ? 
Oh ! that w»c may gh'w with 1 *ve to Ijim, who bl '^1 f)r 
love c f ns ! — I have received a letter from our dear friend 
on the Arnerican continent, ih mentions you in parrici- 
Jar, and yemr late gee^ f. Love, cordial l{)ve, he transm its 
to you both. We bei.evc h.lni, when he makes a pn f Ssi- 
on of kindness, and why are we so backward to believe the 
more repeated, more solemn, and infinitely more faitriful 
assurances, which the scriptures gives us cA our Redeem- 
er’s love ? t us blush and be confounded for our unbe- 
lief, and may ihe L.;rd of all power Uiid grace help our uii^ 
belief. 


I am, Dear Sir, 

Ever, your’s &:c# 


JAMivS HERVEY. 
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LEI TER XLVTil. 


IVesloHy Jan. 25 , 1755 . 

Dear Sir^ 

I RimIIv forget, wlicth-'r I acknoivli^d-rcd your 
la<t fivour. If I (!id koI, li-t vour own candour be my ad- 
V ifitc, dt d my mipo^tant businc^^s under the most eu'^rva* 
t. <! consiit'ution he mv plea. I have been, sine- I wDte, 
in lie iiii ’s hands, and debarred from the pulpit! 

]>.es«td be tlie Lord our hca!'.'% I am now. r.vs'ored fo my 
u ual state, and am enabled to ■^penk a w t! cm dio L itd’s 
di>\,and preach in my church on Wedr ■! e.'/ cvennur 
wliich is mv lecture dav, t'>r the b mor o; rnasier, and 
I o.jt.e fur t lie euificalion of l.:>pe(ip!c. — Oh! that tnis 
jiiiviiege ttniy be coeval with r:y Inv ; aen :;;v i .c.;,-,c!ii!i->- 
volte, and mv vital breath stoo t- her ! J '■, 0 ..'car 
S r. many new years, mneh oi tl:o raw r.'- ;, 

<lai.t cniiaiice into tiie new jernsaiom. 

Dou"' Sir, 

Your very rn ?cib'.r.;fe 
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J A MRS I Jp.RVS.Y, 




♦ns 


LE i I F.R XLIX. 


March ♦i 


My dear Friendy 


I>0>J’T Vnrrv Hie return rf >lie Dialogues. T.ike 
ynpr t'me, t! at y^'ii niav exatrine them th->roughIy : none 
Ki.e.v'- firihev may spread, or how long they may 
li'e ! Oil ' that the Ciod of wisdom may enable you to 
judge arigl t, and correct their mistakes ! 

1 am Sfjrry to hear your account of our f iend at * * I 
wish he could be persuaded to look upon his mystic wri- 
t‘ ts, as his chamber-cr'uncd ; converse with them in his 
study, and leave them there. 1 was visited yr«;terday by a 

gentleman, sho wouM be a darling will) Mr. II : 

Q.uitc fond < f mystics, but docs not go anv great lengths ; 
nor csjiousc, at least not avow or propagate, tiieir extrava- 
gai t peculiarities. Oh ! let us attend, with assiduity and 
delight, to the holy precious word of God. My son, says 
the God of heaven, attend to my words ; fir they arc — life 
u-nto those, that find them, and health to ad their flesh. 

• 1 sititcn Iv fdtv poor 's case ; 1 will give him two 

guineas ; and hope, the God whom he serves, wiil raise hiin 
up ot! et friends. He, tti t sjiired not his own son, but 
gave him up f t us all, how shall lie not w'ith him freely 
give iiim ail things ? Tell him tuis from me, though he 
knows it aireauy, t le L (rd may ma.ce it a word in season. 
Charge him to s y i' t nng ot me, and my mitoi but as 
itiuch f r n.e to his God and S..viour, as tie pleases. — I 
hope you wiil when t<pp. riuiniy sirves, strengthen Mr. 
ll — b in lie laiih *( the gobpei, and in ihe ways of the 
Lord. L t us provoke i.^ne an »iiier to love, and to good 
j aiiU so iiiUCh the a.orc j as wg say ihe oay ap-* 
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*proac?'in<^. — YesreHav M''. — - of Ca ^ihridije calh'd 
upon me ; our convt rsation was not so cd f'ing, as I could 

v isti, it deffenera^ed into dispute. Mr. , who is very 

rpiiih ta Iced of, was the su'>j -ct. I don’t thoroughly know 
hi scheme, but am inclined to suspect, that hi ^ opponents 
vdlfindit a difficult n)att.*r to inai tun th dr ground. 
II we^er, I s'lail not attempt to make uvseif fully master 
of 1 10 controversy. To know Const and him crucified, hoc 
noOis paltmrium. This is the desire and prayer of. 

Dear Sir, 

Your much obliged, and 
very affectionate friend, 

JAMES IIERVEY. 


P. S. The Latin praver you sent me for mv opinion, 
seems to be composed bv a mysMc. N t a word of Christ ! 
Access through his hi >od is neglected ; acceptance through 
his righteousness is forgoifn ; The grand error of the mys* 
tic divines ! who, wholly intent upon what Gi l is to do in 
u^, mo^t unhappily d srci;.>rd what he has done for us, 19 
tlie person of his beloved Son. 


LUTTKnS. 


M>s 

LE rrER L. 


Weston-Fave’J, Dec, 17 , 17 t 7 . 


Dear Sift 


I Tnilv roir.inN''ntp your opJ rn‘fv ; 

and heartily wish I coul ! su^^rst ariv tl'ir<r, wlic'. 

Ije the means f f adininisterin;!; some eas<' to voiir . 111 ! e -':! 
mind, attd of assisting )ou to reap ample benefit from yoar 
distressed situation. 

You well Icnow, that all afflictions of wlint kind soever, 
proceed- from (Jod. “ I form the light, and cm.ite dark- 

ness ; I make pea'-c, and create cvM : I t!ie L >r(i do all 
^ these things-” (I'.aiah xlv. “ ) Thev spring not (r-. ii 
the dust ; are not t 'c ctfects of a random chanc', but rhe 
appointment of an all wise, all lor-sei ing (J > 1, w'lointco Is 
them all fur the good of bi.->creatu'cs. — fliis, I tiiink, :s t te 
fundamental argument f ir re-signafion, and toe gran ! sou ce 
of comfort. This .slvmld be our fi«st rcflectirm, and onr so-, 
vcreign support, lie, that gave me my being, and gave 
his own Son fur my redemption, he has assigned me this 
suffering. — What heorda.iis, who i onndless love, must be 
good ; what he ordains, who is u.icrrir.g wisdoin, must be 
proper. 

This reconciled Eli to the severest d;)oni thar ever was 
denounced — ft is the Lord, a: 1 though grievo.is tJ human 
nature, much more grievous to parental atFcctio.i, yet it is 
unquestionably the best ; therefore, I lium )ly acquieisce. 
1 kiss the, awful cecree, and say from mv very soul, Let 
him do what seemeth him good. (i Sun. iii. 18.) 

This calmed tl;c sorrows of Job, under all his unparallel- 
ed distresses ; the Lord gave me affluence an.l prosperilv ; 
the Lord has taken J1 away ; rapacious hands and warring 
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cl«‘'ne were onlv his ins^nimeiits, therefore, I submit, Z 
a(’‘ re*, I hlrss his liolv nr*me. 

This cop^vb^t'nn f rtifieH t^e m^n Ciirist Jesn*?, at ths 
ap!'»r'>nch ^ f his ipconreivahlv biit(r nj?opv*s ; the cup, 
whirh, ri' t mv imolacjib^e enenres, but mv by their 

a^'nppi'-^ration, has o;!*. en me, s'^all I n t drink it ? — It is 
your r.aher, dear Sir, yruir heavcniv F.irher, who loves von 
wiih an evt'rlastiniz love, that has mint^Ied some ^all -vitb 
yt.ur I'.fTiion in hfe — St nsible of ihe ben(‘fic«‘nt h ind, from 
Vvi»'Ji the vis’tation comes, may vou al'vavs bo.vvonr 
iK.id in [)at’crt submission ; and ac knowledge with the 
i\c IhM'.r, bi't ; fflic*ed tno/narch llrzekiah. “ Good is tite 
Wip'd ('f the Lt)rii concerning me/' (2 Kings \x. I':.-*,) 
All l illic ti('ns are designed f.»r blessings.-— ^To do U6 
g' i d at 'he K'Oter end, how ever thev m.iv cross our des res, 
or discju et our mind^ at present. — Happy (savs the spirit 
<)t insp:r ttion, and not wretched) is tlu: man whom God 
correct ih. (Job v. IT ) And f'>r this reason, because bis 
r ^ovifil chisunirgs, ilunigh not joyous but grievous, yield 
-i; [ie;icea!>!e fruit oi righteousness unto them, tlicy are ex* 
« liised theribv. (I I d), xii. J I.) (i id’s wavs are not as our 
ways. Tlj^childrvM), whom wc love, wc are a|>t t) treat 
with all the s' ft blauilishinei t-,, and f md caresses of pro- 
i.jrje 11 ' iilee'Hi* ; auii too, t ^ (^fen cocker them t'.* their 
huri, if n< t ni lli. ir ruin. — 13 ii tie Fitlier ot spirits wise 

in ids lovr, aiul o^.t ot kimiripss severe. T icref ore it is 
said., uho.n he Iwveih, iie Lha^renei^l, and scourgeM every 
son wiv ;n he receiveih. (Iljb Xii h.) Would you not, 
dear Sir, be a ciul i f f l • n everlasting F.it'.er, whose tavor 
is bet'cr than 1 fe } Alili. iioi; is <uie sign ^ f your cidoptioit 
lo tins inestiina I reiati-»n. — 'A’miid v<>u no- be an ‘ heir 
“ ot ti'.e iiiiiei tmee iix urngaible, undehi.d, a. id t’lat fw 
“ de;h not awnv r” Atll cii *n is your patii to this blis.ful 
patrimony, 'I nrough much 'liiiulaiion wc jnust enter into 
the kingatim ^ f ncavc... Acis xiv. jj. Wouid you not 
be niaue h.^e your ever- lessed anvi a uiabie U 'deemcr f 
He was a mall ot »o)rivv.'> mil aciju.mi e'l vvi;l;i grief j 
aiiu (.vci) Uibti^jic musi, unauuutcuJ/^ cx^jtet to bu us his 
mabter* 
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Perhaps, voo mav thit k v ii» 5’{fl’cl’’np pfrnliarl c^Ittr ’- 
tr,us ; anrl H a' if it had been f f s- me othrr kind Vf'U C' u'd 
more thearfnllv submit, mere ea<ilv beat it , but vuu are in 
the hands r f an all-wi'je phvs'cian, who joins to the bow ds 
of infin te ’ove, t!‘.e discernment of infinite w'sdom. He 
cannot mls’ake y ur case. He sees int ) the remotest 
evt nts ; and thotie,h he varies his remedies, always pre* 
scribes witli the r.\act -!t propriety to every one's pa-th-idar 
stale Assure y ur elf then f ire, the visit-’tion whicli tie 
at'poi .ts, i- the verv pior>ere t recipe io the dispens-itory of 
beavei! : any oth.cr wi-uld h ive been 1 ss fit to c nvey sav- 
ing I.ea'th to \our it m- rtal part, and less sub'.ervient to 
Tf ur eniovment i f ihi- tempi. ral blessings, which may, per- 
haps, be Tcf in store f ir you. 

Should you enquire what benefits accrue from afHictions f 
•— \Ianv and precious — fl ev tend to we.aii us fioni tue 
Wi.rl..' — Wlieii our pa'hs ate strewed with roses, wiicn 
notltirg but music and odours Hoat around, how apt are we 
to be enamoured with our present cor.<!iti', n, and torget'he 
crown (if glorv, f r"* t Jesus and cvcilastiog ages ? — Jut 
afllictii n w ith a feithfu! 'luiugh hiiish voice, roiis-s us f om 
the .sweet delusion. — Affliction warns our heaft’ to arise 
and depart from these idvrior deliglits, because here is not 
our rest. 'I rue and lasting joys are not here to be f .und,„ 
The sweeping letupcst and the beating surge, teacli the 
niariner tojerze the haven, v. here undisturbed repose w'ai s 
has arrival, lo like matmev disappoin'inents, vexations, 
ar.xieties. crosses, teach us to lung tor t K iiappy man- 
sions where all icars vviil he wipvd away from the eyes, 
(Rev. xxi. 4 ) all ar.gu sh bamslied frooi them.nd, and no- 
thing subsist, but the lulness oi joy, and pleusuies fjr ever- 
mor.-. 

Afflictions tend to bring us to Christ.--Ciirist has un- 
sj e. kable ai d evtrl ot ng bles.sing^ t > lics'o.v- Such as the 
world can nei her give, nor tike away ; Such U'- are suffi- 
cient to pour tlist od cf glai.ness into our souls, whtch will 
swim above t e waves (,f any e ru.ly trioulaiiou — Ii.A are 
we not, dotj^r bjr, arc we m.t most unhappi y in.loient and 
iiiHtteii'.ive lu liKsc OiV-b.i.gs, in tiiC gay hour® of aii uuiu* 
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t' ni't te ' prosperity ? If 'S very » K enable, t*-at scarce 
n’ade arplic' tion to our ovine Re efrrer, in the davs of 
I is abode w ith US, but the children of t'on. The same 
gpiris of sup'ncpess st’II possesses n at k'nd. We under* 
yaliif) we disregard the l^ord Je<us, and t' e unspeakable 
privileges of his gospel, while all i roceeds smo-tnlv. ani 
rothirp recurs to discompose the tenonr t f onr trai quil it",’ 
— Rut when nish rtunes harrass ru'- rimurr.'t nces, or sor* 
row s oppress our minds ; then we are willing, eve are glaJ, 
v<’ are earnest, to find rest in C 

In Christ Jesus there h pardon of cins,— Sin is a bnr. 
then, ina niparablv s nr than anv other distress. — Sin 
w< ti!d sir k us into the depths of eternal ruin and fransfis: 
Us w. ith t!.e agonies oh endh ss despair. Bn' C'lnst has, it 
f r I'rice < f i is very lif< , pu'chased par-^on f )r all, wh-' 
t*' h'm. He has h(.re the guilt of their sins in his own b )dy 
on the tree. (1 Pet. ii, •2 \ } Have they deserved condem- 
rr t'on r He has su-tnined it in their stead. — \re they ob- 
r- x'ous to trie wrath of God ? He has sustained it i * their 
st-ead — Are they obn'>xiou> t ) the wrath ('f G )d ? II • has 
endured it, a« thi ir sub tit> te. He has made sati^fa-.t on, 
complete satisfa< tio . f r ali iheir iniquities. (R > n. lii *6.) 
So that justice ts if, the most rigorouti justice, can dem iod 
po more. Oh ! that disTe'^ses mav p om^>t us to prize this 
mercy ! May incite us t'» desire arnenily this blessedness I 
then it will be good for us to have been afH tt d. (Psalm 
cxix. 71.) 

C hrist has obtained frr us the s'ftof the H'l’ySpir t (Gal; 
lii 2 ) to sanct fv our heatts, and renew our natures. — A i 
unrenevsed carnal n.ind, is ten thous.md times more to be 
lamented, more to be dreaded, than anv ext rnal ca ami- 
ties. And nothing can cureus cf tnis mo>t .iea«llv disea e, 
but the sanct’fic.'.t on t.f the Spirit. This divine Spirit alone 
is able to put the far ot God in our souls, and awaken the 
love of God in ourd earts. When lam in hesvmess sa-.a 
a holy sufferer, 1 will think upon G >d ; (Psa.in Ixi. £ ) !ii» 
omnipotent power, his unbounded gujdaeas, Wtio.>e car vs 
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fver, ev<“r, »*vcrQpen to receive fht erv • f fhe affl efed — 
When >Ve Psalmist v as diefressed on eve: y si e, without 
vere Pehtincs, wthin were fears, the throne of "rare as 
the place of his refuge j I give mv^elf to prater (P' llm eix, 
4.1 was h's declaration. — 'I his method we read Hannah 
tn/k, and vou cannot but rciretnber tbe happv 'ssue». 
(1 Sam. i, 10.) let me entreat you to imitate these excellent 
examples ; frequently bend vour knees, and more frequen'- 
ly lift up your heart, to the F.ither of mercies, and God <. f 
all consol.ition ; net doubting, but that through the merits 
cf his dear Son, through the intercession of your comp i .. 
sionate High-Priest, he will hear your petitions, will com- 
fort you under all your tribulations, and make them all 
work together for your inPoite and eternal good. 

In the mean tin:e 1 shall not cease to pray, that the God 
cf ail power and grace, may vouchsafe to blc.ss these consi- 
derations, and rentier them as bajm to your aching hearty 
and as loud to the divine life in your mind. 

I am, 


Dear Sir, 

Your obliged Friend, 


JAMES HERVEY. 


LEl'I ER LI. 


Wesiori'Fave", Oct. 19, 1758, 


.Mfjf dear Friendf 


You s'>me t’me Jijjo senf me a poem with 
wMrh I was mnch HcIii^Vte not vitlistan 1'ni» the uncouth 
metre and obsolete words; I mean Fletcher's Pnrnle /f« 
Unid +, to which were subjoined several other of his i) >et - 


cal pieces ; one particularly I reme nber to his broth''r G. 
J-tetcher on his poem intitled. Christ's Fictorif in Heaven 
and on Earth ; and his 'friuwph o^'cr, and after Death, 

1 happened t * mention Fletcher to a jrentieman lately, 
•who has since lent me this very po.m. which I longed to 
see as the title pleased me so much. — He tells me that PAi* 
neas Hefcher was not only an excellent poet himself, and 
the sow of a p ft (namely of John F/c/c/<er a celebrated 
dramatic writer in the reign of Queen Elizabeth) but bro- 
ther to tion eminent poets, of vvhi:h this G. Fletc'ier was 
one, when he wrote thi', poem. 

I vi i'h any bookseller could be prevailed with to reprint 
7 he Purple Island and add to it Christ's Victory See. in ^»ne 
r.eat volume. — 1 believe it would sell, if properly revised, 
and altered. — It grieves me to think these pieces sh.nild be 
lost to the world, and he for ever buried in obscurity. 

I have folded down several passages in Christ's Fictory 
and Trmmph,f)T your \n$pecUon\ and if they meet with 
your approbation, 1 hope you will join your interest with 
mine in endeavouring to preserve the v/ork from perijhing. 
The Purple Island t& to be sure a superior poem, an 1 


4 Tbc JpDip^c Iflandi or lik of Man, wrote by Fhineas FletchsV'* 
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v( tl’ j'ichntsqtie, vsehK frd strihing sert'nnfrt.s j 
Vi t v\ it,h V/rr/Moii ! rt* we‘I acquainted, as it has so. long 
.bi pi' a favoi rite wi h you. 

I } n t cv o vpr\ ill, fh?’t T srarrp thi' Ic T shall I've to 
ttr •' e h'K h Chisfnidf— Had I been in I'erfcct 

health, ard-disf neaped trotn • tht r fTnuloyment. I qtiestiun 
vhfther 1 should I 'tlave reft uched the poetry, changed 
6t Ntral (if fl e <.bs(.k»e words, illu'trated the obscure passa- 
f t >- bv ot( as'('ral t ote*;, and run the r'sque of pubiisbing 
tl ( wh( lf 11 / mv otiii cx/etice. To this I should have been 
XJi. rt particuluriy inoined, as there are so few poernsof ti e 
ft i’i luta' kind, vr< te by men of genius ; though no sub-,, 
jttts can be equally sublime and insmictixe, or moreenfer 
• taining i w'itiiess Milton's Paradise Lost, and Pole's Mes- 
s-ah. 

■ Could not Bh'tnoten get seme one to make these neces- 
sary alterations ? Or if he doi. s ntit care to engage in it, 
would n(yt Dodsley undertake it, who is himself a poet, and 
'\ery capable t f aliticging it in son c places, enlarging it in 
.others, at d thorouehly correcting the whole.— Do you 
'ki low Mr. Jme/'h ll artvn ot Irinity College, Oxford, who 
trai slated Me is very capable tf doing this; and 

as he is a lieigyman, 1 should in agint he would think bis 
time w< ll en'ploveo, in thus contribuiing to our blessed 
inast r’s lion; r. 

A (t: inks if a '•ubscriptii n to mode rr'Zf valuable authors, 
and ihii.' itsiue ti nn fo in the { t i f obbvion was proper- 
ly stt oi’ fot.1 by .cii.t nieii ( f «u in m e, and the pr< pusals 
WtlJ clravm ip, it woiil*. n.ei i with <‘ue f netjuragement. I 
have ofien wo notrid, *i.ai su*.li an a'teni t has never yet 
bten maoe.' H w many excede. t ooi.k - o' t ie la -t centu- 
ry ate now out (t ptiiii, (chil.i ' mjcIi a numUer c.f ustiess, 
and peti;iLiuu» v\ r lings arc cui.iiiiuailv pubiishi d. 

1 now spemi aiiitOst n.y whole t ■>■?, n. rtaoing and pray- 
ing over the biole. imieeu, ' n d, ed you laii’t c .nceive, 
how the spnrgs of .ifc ui me er. rciuXed, and itlaxing ; 


' Mfi lUrvey diedoB CijiAiu«5 aicuidin. to hu vwo fu^^pofitien* 

1* . 






What thou doesl do quickU,” is f t me a proper admo* 
ritioo. as 1 am so apprensive of my a;tpruachinsr dissniuti* 
on. — My deal friemi, attend to “ the one f ing needfal.”— • 
“W ith this I send you my heart, its wmmest good vyishes, 
a. id nto.st tende r aiTecti ms and till it ceases to beat, I shall 
never cea.se to pray tor yuar abundant happiness, or to be. 
oiy dear Sir, 


Your much obliged, and 
very afTectionate friend, 

JAMES HERVEY. 

Some of the pissages mentioned in the preceding letMt 
to have b.:e.i f died djvvn by Mr. Hervey were as fol- 
low ; 

In the three f •llowing stanzas, the poet speaks of na^ 
as destitute of all hope and remedy without Christ.^ 

Should any to himsei'f or af?tv fly ? 

The way to save himself, ( f any were) 

I5 to flv from himself. — SiiouH he rely 

Upon the promise or his w f ? what there. 

What Can he see, but that e most -na. f-ar 
A siren, sweet to death ? — Upon his friends ? 

Who what he needs, or what he hat . no lends! 

Or wanting aid himscif, aid to another sends. 


His strength ? ’Tis dust.— H’s pleasure ? cause of ,iai*i, 
Hishope? False Courtier — Yojtn or beauty b.ittle. 
lutreaty ? tond. — Rape.. t nice? la e and viin. 

Ju.it recoropence ? the world were all too little. 

. Thy love ? he hath nu t't|e to a tittle. 

Hell’s force ? ill vaia act fanes iivii shall gather, 
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i»its tervarts, kinsmen, or his children rat''er? 

His child (if good) shall judge i if Oad, shall curse his faihen 


His life ? that brings him to his end, and leaves him. 

His end i that leaves him to begin his woe. 

His goods ? What good in that which so deceives hint, ; 
His gods of wood ? their feet alas ! are slow 
To go to help, which must be helpt to go. 

Honor, great worth ? ah, iitile worth they be 
Vi to their owers.*— W t ? That makes him see. 

He waurcd wit, who tnought he had it wanting * thee* 


In another place repentance and faith are thus descrilv 
ed : 


Bhe f in an arbour sat 

Of thorny briar, weeping her cursed state. 

And her before a hasty river fled. 

Which her blind eyes with faithtul pennance fed. 
And all about, the grass with tears hung down its head* 


-Her eyes, though blind abroad, and home kept fast, 
Inwards they turned, and look’d into her head. 
At which she often started as aghast, 

To see so fearful spectacles of dread ; 

And with one hand her breast she martyred. 
Wounding her heart the same to mortify •, 

The cther.'a fair, damsel * held her by. 

Which if but once let go, she f sunk immediately. 


Chrifta f Rcpeitaidw 


' ^ Faitli* ' i- RfpciBtaiid; 
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* In anuthrr place is shewn the suflSciency of Cbriit 
impotency in man. : ^ 

What hath man done, that man shall n^t und^ 

Since God to him is prow n a-Win ? 

Did his foe slay him ? He shall »lay his foe t 
Has he lost all ? He all ^gain shall win* 

Is sin his master, he shall master sin. 

Too hardy soul with sin the field to try. 

The only way to conquer was to flv. 

But thus long death had liv’d and now death’s self shet 

die. 

Christ is a path, if any.be misled. 

He is a robe if any naked be ; 

If anv chance to hunger, he is bread j 
If an' be a bondman, he is free. 

If any be but weak, how .strong is he ^ 

To dead men, life he is to sick men health ; 

To blind men, sight j and to the needy, wealth ; 

A p.easure without loss ; -a treasure without stealth, 

Despai', presumption, vain-glory, &c. 8c. are personified- 
.in oifi'trtiit parts* f he poem ; hut the preceding and fofw 
lowing Stan^t'is, will be siifHcient to give t le. reader an idea 
of it , an*, t len f ire, ii would be unnecessary to quote all 
tt;e passages to which Mr. Harvey nad referred. 

Ere long they enme near f to a halcf il bowV, 
i\l*it.hliKe tiie mouth «'f t at infernal cave. 

Which gaping sroud all coiners to devour, 

Daik, d 1 T.ii, dreary, like a greedy grave 
T' at stnl lor cairiun carcases doth crave. 

The grouud uo herbs but sen*jmuus *liil oear. 


t The liMbiUUutt dti^air deferihoA* 
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Kor ragged trees did leaf, hut everv wher? 

Dead boi.es, and skuli» were cast, auu b^*dies hanged .were* 


Upon the Torf the bird of so'ro-v snt 

Keeping ba k jinf.il da\ with her sa l note. 

And tl.DUnh t!'e s'.a.iy ai.' t<e fluttering hat 
D d wave her I athern >ai!' and blindly it-rit, 

. While with her wings tie fttal screech owl b.note 
Th’ unblest li us , there on a craggy stone 
CEt.®No • hung, and m ide a direful m tan. 

And ail about the inuracicd gho»ts did a .hck and groan* 

Like cloudy moo"-shine in soire shadowv grove. 

Such wtiS the light in which D,,spair did dwell. 

Bet he h'mself with night tor darkness sTive, 

His black uncontbed locks lishevsll'.i fol 
About his face ; througn which as brands of hell 
Sunk in his skull, his staring eyes did glow, 

Which made him dcadiv look ; — rh i' glimpse did shovt 
Like Cockatrices eye^, that sparks of poison throw. 


Now he would dream that he from heav’n fell. 

And then w< uld snaico to-' air, ..f ai l to full ; 

And now he thought he sinking wa'- t • hell, 

And tht n would grasp the eart i ; and now his stall 
To him kern’d hell, and then he out would crawl: 
And ever as he crept w* uld '.quint aside. 

Lest he should be by trien ;s f Jin n 11 esp.^’d. 

And forc’d alas I in chains tui ever tu abiue. 


Christ’s triumph over death by bis suff rings on tho. 
cross. 


4 0i)c 9f the Uarpyci— Set Virgili An, 111* 
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* A Tree was the frst instrument of str'fe. 

Where Eve t'r sin her soul did prostitute ; 

A tree ?s now the irstniment of life, , . 

T!io’ ill that trurk, and Christ’s fair bodv suit j 
Ah, cursed tree ! and vet oh blessed fruit ! 

That death to him, this life to us doth ^ive 
hfarge is the cure, when t^in^s past cure revive, 

Aiid the physician dies to make his patient live. 

Christ’s triumph over death by his passion in the gar* 
den. 

So may we oft a tender father see. 

To please his wanton son, hisonlv ]oy, 

Coast all about to catch the rovinj» bee. 

And, stung hirnself, his busy hands ernptoy 
To save the hrmey for rise gameso ne bov ; 

Or f'om the snake her rancorous t.*e'h enz •, 

Makit g his ch Id the toothless >er()et)t chace, • ; 

Or with hib little hands her swelling crest eiu!)race,' 

Thus Christ himself to watch and sorrow gives, ' 

While dew’d in easy si tpdead P. U r lies 
Thus man in his own grave securely lives, v 

W'hile Christ alive with thousmd h -rrors dies 
Yt t more tor ours tl ati his ow’r pardon iries ; 

Ku bins he had, yet all our bins he bare 
So much doth God tor others, evil care. 

And yet so careless men fur their own evils are. 

The treachery of Judas is thus represented : 

S e drowsy Peter, see where Judas wakes, 

Where Judas kisses him whom Peter flies ; 

O kiss, more deadly than the sting of snakes 1 


G 
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Ful-e love more hurMu) t'^an true injiirie'i ! 

M- • me hcvv dearlv G 'd h's servant buys ! 

For God bi-i man at bis own blood doth hold, 
\And rran hl^ God f r ibirtv perro hai sold : 

So tin for silver g es, and dunghill dross for gold. 


The spirits f f lust men m-^de nerfect, are very poetically 
described iu the following atanza ; 


Ko sorrow now banjs clouding on their brow ; 

No bloo( le s nialiid) empales the face ; 

Ko age crops on tiieir baits his silver snow ; 

No nakedness the r bodies does embase ; 

No povertv themselves and their disgrace ; 

No fear of deaili the joy of life devours ; 

No ' ni haste sleejt their precious time dcflow’rs ; 

No loss, no gild, no change wait on their winged hours. 


LETTER LU. 


IVesttrii March 19, 1755. 


My\dcar Friend^ 


A Good while ago f received your kind letter, 
and this weik your valued parcel. 1 conf’ss myself oblig- 
ed to vour candor, as vyell as to your judgment, for excusing 
me, though 1 have not absolutely acquiesced in all your re- 
n arks ; as well as for giving me many excellent correcti 
oils, wliich 1 have most tiianktully adopted. 1 hope what 






'I have written conccr^^ng faith, will occa'^inn some calm 
ard/riendly debates ; I wart to have that subject clea ed, 
sifted, and stated. I must own, I am stronylv inclined to 
s de with our re formers ; [ cannot bur t' ink they adhere to 
the sinml C'tv of the gospel. Chri t lied for me, seems to 
be the faith preached and taught bv the Ap^'t'es. — I have 
not had time to peruse Mr. * ^,nor your fnapu^cripts ; v<'U 
Clin hardly imagine, how my ti i e is engrossed, and mjr 
weak spir ts almost overb >re, parMy bv revising the work 
fir a new edition, which is put to the press — partly by an- 
svi ering a variety « f letters, sent to me on the occasion of 
the publication ; some of which censure, some approve of 
the performance. 

1 have read with great pleasure, vour short Chr mlcle ; 
have sent it to Mr. Moses Browne, and received it again } 
Hope you can spare it till I peius? it a sec 'nd time. 

1 have lately been presented with a magnificent and cost- 
]v Hebrew bible, in four volumes folio, published b\ fath-T 
Ibiubigant.with which he has intermixed the Apocrvp'nal 
Greek books, stiyed by him Deufero-Cano/i/ci : — Have you 
«cen this work or heard its character ? The autiior has sub- 
joined notes to each chapter, wihich are employed chiellv in 
vindiccting his alterations of the text. He is a bold eiiter- 
prizif,g writer, takes great liberties with tiie sacred tt xf, 
and makes very many alterations ; often wnhout the autlio- 
r;ty of any manuscript, purely from his own criticaljulge- 
ment, or critical conjecture. — If at anytime, you have a 
mind to know his opinion upon any diflieuit t xt, I will 
either transcribe it in his own words, cr give you the suo- 
stance of it in English, 

J proposed to have closed. the plan of Tiieron and ,\sp;- 
sio, with an explicit and pretty copious treatise on evang -li- 
cal holiness or obedience j and to have shewn my true bo 
llever in his dying momehts. Jfyour thoughts should hap- 
pen to take such a turn, be so good, dear Sir, as to sugg sr, 
what you think the niosr advisable and advantageous w jy 
of managing this important point. — f’his would most effec- 
tually stop the moutlts of Arminians, and be the best secu- 
rity again s.1 the abuses of An linomians. 1 Could wish, i:' 
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if w ere t^e I^ord’s a III, that I miRht live to furnish nut ond 
r ore v« li Hie of this kin*’, and ther— de tabula, 
f i-\8 tie rtw edition is partly fin:8hed, and the press pro* 
c<e*.'»reata preat rate, and asthire will be some few 
en erriaM' n-, 'ou will give me leave to present you with a 
6 It <f what I h* fe, will be lea.st imperfect. Till this edU 
t’l' n is finisher', !• t me be your debtor in point of promise ; 
and n {mint otaikciion and gratitude 1 will be your debtor, 
sojong . s 


I am. 


Dear Sir, 

Your obliged Friend, 

JAMES HERVEY. 


LEITER mij 


MaytXy 1755. 


Z)ear Sir, 


My letters to you mu^t alwavs begin with 
thanks, and wi.) gti.t'r..iiy close with ei quiries. 

1 am quite a ptr •^eble to your guarded and soberme- 
ihod ( f using the Hebrew manuscript; though 1 talked 
acme t.n.e age, vMiii «n aucpt lu the sactcu language, and 
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a most devout -;tuHent of God’s word, who would not so 
r urh as hear of alterations, fri)m any author’tv, or any ac- 
c n l whatever ; orrecti- ns in an inspired book, were to 
him liitif hePer than sacr lege : the present copy of the bi- 
hie, hr aptirrhended, was in no degree, not even a single 
j It r t'trje, wrong 1 subscribe y >ur reasons f »r rejecting 
f tt.tr Hoi.bigant’s, and in n t admitting Mr. K-.'nnicqt’s 
Bxposi ion • t he Hebrew a agy. 

1 am (It lighted w ith your interpretation of Isaiah xxx. 
IH Wiial a charming representation it g ves us of the di- 
> lie long-suricriii^, tender merev, and prof ise goodness I 
Oh* that I might live underihe clear manifestaum of th se 
lovely otif. ctions ! 

My best th.uiks for your plan. I proposed to f>ll m the 
track t f Mr M a shall, in his book e -titled I he (wit^pel 
MifStery oi Saia i[fication ; you are acquainted, 1 presume, 
with tins Valuable pit.ee uf spiritual anti expel iinental divi- 
nity } THIS, and Mr. Erskine’s Sermons, ied me into those 
notions of faith, which are delivered in Dialogue xvi. If 
you have that treatise, (Marshall’s I nuaii,) 1 should be 
much obliged for your opinion of it. 1 intended to have 
laid before you a specimen of iiis very bold, and 1 fear, rash 
attempts upon the sacred texta ; but these 1 must defer, 
till i have tiie pleasure uf subscribing myself, uii auotuer 
jiaper. 


Dear Sir, 

Your much obliged, and 
very affectionate friend, 

JAxMES ijervey. 
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LETTER LI/. 


Sear Sir^ 


1 Keep Mr E— ’s sermon for no oMier reason, 
'^an to prevent its going i. to other ban 's. 1 am asha ne4 

and sorry to see, that so celebrated a college as — shoui 1 
send out such a teacher of divinity. 1 1 jwever, 1 omit ac- 
knowledge one excellence in this gentleman ; h'acts pru- 
dently at least, in not over-loading his pages vvjih q j naM- 
ons from scriplure. I hose stubborn pragmatical things 
might, perhaps, have risen up, ‘tare 1 him in the tacc, and 
eonfrovted his notions. Mr * * he rigiitiy juilg -s, will 
serve his turn, much better than St. Paul — Who is PiiK- 
jethes * Certriensis? 1 see nothing valuable i i his woth, 
hut what comes from the paper mill and ihe pr nring-press ; 
the paper and type are indeed very beautiful. Wiiat a wild 
proposition is that, page l'i4. namely " tiint by faith in Je- 
** sus Christ, we understand t’.e persuasion of the mind, 
that Jesus Christ was sent from Go i to redeem, .aiid to 
instruct mankind.” At this rate, tlie very devils are en- 
dued with the spirit of our God ; tlicy bciiove witii t.iis 
persuasion of the mind, that the Christian revelation is true. 
Amidst so ir.any paipubL* errors, w!io shall lead us into 
truth? 11c, that is our graciotii master, an I our w.mdertul 
counsellor. Dear Sir, let us look unto him. t.i.at nc may, 
according to his prouiis', guide us continu.dly. — Next to 


* PVlilalethes rcilrienr*^, is tl c naauc of a t^cnllpiii.i.T, wli.. wrnle the fcortk Mr. 

Hcrrcy here met-inMia, ill* iiled, All iui,.irtial Eii-'iiiit y linr nai. ic of that 
ft required HI the ^eipei, £5 iiecflTarv t« f.'Ni.L!o.i ; in A'ltlch is bri.-ll nu'wii. u.nA what 
ri'^hteoiis wrm^ unbelievers nidy bccriiic true clu-iCdUS, and the v.dlo ut inc dc.lli is rcduc- 
q(i to a flaort ilfue. The moiLu is, 


In ipla Ficic funt cmnia opera qiiae dih^it Dcu», 
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^olv worH of God, let us studv Marshall on Satisfaction^ 
r »* irv I ani nevor v enrv of reading that incompara^ 
ble, and most comfortable book. 

Are vou, dear Sir, alwa)s tl.inkinp, how good may be 
d' re r I sav w ith /V/rvV/ ; The Lord God of Abraham^ 
l^aac^ (»f hrael <Hjr fath< rs, keep this for ever in the 
in aj;inotion of the thoiigl ts of the heart of liis servant ! I 
Chron. xxix. 18. 

As the [uiblic service of our church is become such a 
formal, lifeless thing ; and, as it is too generally executed 
bv persons so dead to godliness in all their conversation, I 
qnebtion, whetluT it v^ill be Oi)C’'ae pretium, to publish t'^'C 
e>l‘< rtatif ns to ministers and to a devout attendance on the 
c! i!:ch service, v\l ich jou pr pose 1 should much rather 
Si'i fn»m vour pen two or ft'.ree lively, and animating Forms 
and Fitnian Pruyir, with clear and short direc- 
ti* T's, h* v\ to pray anght, and a jmoper method of daily 
se l-t xamir atum. This [uinted in a halfpenny pamph‘e% 
we migi t give aw^av to any body, indeed to every body 
and if o e in twentv, or even one in fifty proved successful, 
our pains and ( xpence u'ould be abundantly rcco.npensjt)^ 
W e shcml ! also hert. by have some handle to lay hold r»ri 
h\ j ( er.tj.i.al, M It-rieceiv ieg souls, Wc might say, neigh- 
L( Li*, liave vou got il;()>e piavers by hca t? Do you con- 
stanilv u?e tl.em, and e\,iminc yourself dai.y by those ques- 
'ti‘-ns? — lijdv.c(l, ir.c'e u, tue exportations, vou propose, 
\vr ulu only txa^i er te lin: c.irgv.— ’I'ls dangerous to ined- 
d!r with them, < r thLir proce^.ijngs. — You are, I hope, in 
the way cl dniy, anU tii ii is the way ot peace and safety. 

max di) n.uth goinl, by cropping a word for Corist, on 
proper occa.Mt^ns. "Viuj lituft know’, now Youa words are, 
by the gci cr.iiiiy, reg.irdcti i and it is impossible for tongue 
t)tell, liow .sindo our c nJeseendinji AIasio-R will take 
t c leabt attempts, wiucu pioeccd tiom ilie love of his 
nanie. 

I mlei^d soon, to return Dr. IFatfs on (he love of 
I ' isn It was ripruit-M, — Pray uni y*>u ever read D?\ 
1; iciLiih 's seninaib? lie vvaj» pr.sidcnt -/f Sc. Johns CoVr^e^ 
iyX/ord; .tin foned, i a n tud, tor being a niosc accom- 
piidiicd genucinau. lie ready baS cuure oi Lie tt*'ata of the 
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jrospel in his fwelve serm ns, than in all the polite sentoni 
J ever read in my life. F )r mv part, I set no store bv our 
nv>dern discourses ; ray. I can Kardlv bear to read such ir, 
sipid. nncvantelical hsranji»ues. Much rather would I read 
an oration in Tolly, or a dissertation f)f Smeca’s. 

•When you can spare the Reverend Dr. Browne’s E ti- 
jnate, and likewise h's two sermons preached at the Citlie- 
dral Church of Carlisle in 1746, iust favour me v^t i a si<rht 
of them. I presume, they will not tell me of J ’sus. wlv» 
was crucifi d ; therefire I shall soon be satis*ief with th.-ir 
company ; f 't though 1 mav find so ne am jseme?!t ^r > n h:s 
fine style, an I striking seniimems, yet I find no coiso' .tion 
in any name, nor in anv ttiin ', but only in the gran I pr •oi- 
tiation and everlasting rifThteousness of our L-rf ml Sivi- 
our Jesus Christ — 'Pfianks for l)r. ikenside's Ole to the 
Country Gent emt-n of EnglaruL—Wn wrote this witii n very 
good ntCi tion, and he itcerraiulv a man of genius ; bj- to 
me this ode reads somewhat flu : 1 fear, it will a.>t rju»c 
and animate, like the poems of Pyrtae is. 

This probably will Hud you returiied in safety from your 
journey. — When the journey of life is over, 1 hope we snail 
sit down together in everlasting rest . and see his glory, 
who endured the cross, and dupiseu tue sud.ne. 'J ill men, 
end then much mure, shall 1 br. 

Dear Sir, 

Your very aftcctionate 

and truly sincere Friend, 



JaM£S H£RV£1||* 
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LETTER LV. 


175 *. 


J}ear Sir, 


IIerewitiit ?en'^ you tlie p?w edition ' of 
T^eron find Asjiabio. It desires vour acceptHnce and vour 
j- rHxe's. ihai it ii ay be f;»r the praise of the glorv of God’s 
grace in Clirist, and for the edification of his people in faith 
and holiness. 

Y(.u will find Dialogue xvi. somewhat al eied ; and ren- 
dereci, 1 hope, less incorrect, than in the f rmer editions : 
it contains the genuine sentiincnts of my heart : but if they 
lecide a hair’s breadth fr m the unerring standard, if they 
cifitr in one j.t or tit Ic fom God’s holy word, in that jot 
or tittle, 1 most earnestly wish, the world may not receive 
them, and that I myself may have grace to retract them. 
"W hat you meet w'’th, that appear» contrary, freely point 
out. This wilipkaae, t ii» will profit, aud therefore tins 
Will oblige. 


Dear Sir, 

[Your very aftectionate 

and truly sincere Friend, 


James IIervev, 
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f LETTER LVI. 


Mj/ poor fellow Sinners, 


I Rcceivffl a letter from you, and should have 
visited v(>u, but niy health is so deca ed, and my spirits are 
sc txceedinp'v tender, that I could m t well bear the si^ht 
ofy our confinement, your chains, ar d your miserable cir- 
cumstances, as I can hardiy bear ihe thoughts of your ap- 
pri'achirg executif'n, and your extreme danger of cvcrlast- 
•ir.g destru. tion. But because 1 cannot come in person, I 
have sent v</u the following lines, which I hope you will 
consider ; and which I beseech the God of all grace to ac- 
C( n pany wUh his blessing. 

\ou have been already condemned at an earthh tribu- 
nal } you are also condemned by the law of God j for it is 
thus wr ttiii, “ Cursed is, every one, that continueth not in 
“ all tilings that are written in the book of the law to do 
** them It every violation of the divi. e law exposes 
you to a { urse, what a multitude of curses are ready to fall 
upon your unhappy souls ! — And remember, this is not the 
curse ot a mortal man, but ol the great, eternal, infinite' 
^God. Il it was dismal to hear an earthly judge command 
you to be hanged by the neck tdl you are dead , how much 
n ore terrible ro hear the Almighty judge, denounce that 
unalterable sentence, “ Dejmrt from me, ye cursed into 
everlasting iiie, prepared for the Devil and his angels f.” — 
Mad you committed but one sin, this would haVe been 
your deserved doom : “ Ihe wages of sin, of every sin, is 


L’hia Lc.it. vvij to iv/o condcmiU-rl malefacTori, in Nor- 

:!:amj>Lo)i Gyrf'i (■.e.ut-ly, Juiv.cs and Joltpli Uiown) about the middle of J'.ilyi 


• (jal iii I'j. 


f Malt. XXV, 41. 






“ death How much more of those* man'fold sins and 
multiplied transgressions, of which your consciences must 
accuse you ! — You are soon to suffer the punishment of the 
gallows, and you are liable to the vengeance of the most 
high God ; for thus saith the holy word, “ The wrath of 
“ God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
“ unrighteousness of men If against all, and every in- 
stance of ugodliness, then how much more against your 
crimes, which have been of the most abdhiinable and hor- 
fid kind ! — The wrath of God ! Tremendous word • Wiio 
knoweth the weight«and terror of his wrath ? At his rebuke 
the rocks melt like wax, the earth is shaken out of ;ts 
place, and the pillars of heaven tremble. How then can 
you endure the furiousness of liis wrath, and the severity of 
his vengeance ? And that, not fora day, a month, or a year, 
but through all the ages of eternity ! Yet this is the doom 
of them , that know not God, and obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. They shall be punished with ever- 
• lasting destruction, from the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power. What can you do in this di^pssed 
condition f What indeed ! If you had a thousand )^rs to 
to live, you could not atone for one offence. How tiieri 
can you make satiTactioii for millions of provocations, in 
the space of a few days ? — Alas 1 you are lost, in yourselves 
'irrecoverably lost. May the God of a.l power, make yoii 
sensible of your undone state 1 sensible, that you are upon 
the brink, of an amazing, unfathomable downfall. Per- 
haps you may say, is there no hope then ? Is the door of 
heaven shut, and without any possibility of being opened 
to us ? Must we s'nk into unc^ucnchable burnings ; anU is 
there not so much as a twig for uS to catch at Yes, my 
poor feilow sinners, there is not only a twig, bat u tr e, 
even me tree of life, a sure support, whicn if t ie Lord e a* 
blesyou to lay holu on, you may yet, even yet, be saved. 


) R«m. vi. 93, 
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Oh ! bep of His wonderful aoodness to accompany what you 
are goinjj to rea'\ with his holv soirir. 

Christ, the all-glorioiis son of (Jod, pitied the deplorable 
case f'f si’ch sinners. He iv t onlv p tied, but resolved to 
succour and rt heve them. F.»r this purpose he came into 
world, and was made m.m. — He became poor, and had nc t 
where to lav his head, though heaven and earth were all 
Ms own. lb‘ submitted to scorn and reproach, though all 
the angels of Gq4 are bidden to'worship him. Nay, he 
w^as condemned to dcatli, the most shameful and torment- 
ing death, far more shameful, and unspeakably more tor- 
xnenting, than the death, which you misi shortly undergo. 
He suffered unknown pangs in his body, and inconceivable 
anguish in his soul, from the indignation of God. In a 
W’ord, he suffered all that shame, all that torment, all that 
vengeance, which the unnumbered sins of the whole world 
deserved. Here then is your door of hope. — Sins are borne 
by Christ, and though there be much iniquity, theie is no 
condemnation to them, who are in Cnrist Jesus — Wrath 
is borM b> Christ, so that sinners who deserve eternal ven- 
geanlP, are reconciled to God, and saved from wrath 
through hi n f. — Are you not ready to cry out — O blessed 
Saviour ! O precious redemj)tion ! Millions of worlds for 
such a blessing ! — You need not give millions of worlds, no 
nor any individual thing. These blessings are given freely, 
without mone\, and without price, without any deserving 
qualifications ip us. All who arejustifie , are justified free- 
ly thrciugij ti.e redemption,. Uiat is in C .rist Jesus — Bat we 
are sinners, viie smners ; v\c li..\e nut only nothing good, 
but much and gnevc.us guilt. Fcrhnps you may say — Wc 
are not only siimcrs, but the ehiet of Mimeis — Oh tliat you 
maybe convinced of this! — lo be the chief of sinners, 
makes you unpardonable bef re men ; but this is no oilfi- 
culty with Ciinst, and shouid be no hindrance of your 
coming to Christ. Christ’s merit and righteousness are in- 
ffnitc. They are as able to satisfy for a debt ot ten 
thousand talents, equally as much as for a dcbiof a farthing. 


• Rom, V. 6, +1 Pet, iii 
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— Hfar w! at the scripture saith upon this subject, this is a 
f ithful saving, and w< rthy of all acfeptation, that Christ 
J-sus canie irto the world to save stnnerx^ of whom I am 
c'^i'Ct. I le came not to save sinners .only, but the 
duet' oi sinners. And he is able to save them to the very 
utfermoft — Bur our sins are heinous, they have bt.cn often 
repeated, and Iting continued in. — What ^avs the apostle ? 
The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin. Another 
apostle dec lares, by him, by the divinely excellent Redeem- 
er, all, that believe, are justified from all things, from all 
accusatioi s, be they ever so numerous ; from all iniquities, 
be tht y ever so numerous. Nay, so wonderfully efiicacious 
is the power of his death, that, through his great ntonement, 
sirs, which are as crimson, are made white ; white as snow J. 
—but will Chiist vouchsafe his great salvation to us ? Hear 
bifc own words, he, that coiiieth lo me for pardon and sal- 
vation, 1 w ll in no wise cast out. Be his guilt ever so 
great, this shall be no bar. 1 will not on any consideration 
reject, or deny his suit. Only let him come as a poor, un- 
done creature, and he shall find me willing and mighty to 
save } nay, he invites }Ou to come. These are hisjigrucious 
words, come unto me, all ye, that labour and are heavy 
laden, heavy laden with sin and misery, and I w'.ll give you 
rest §. 1 will deliver you from going down into the pit, I 

will deliver you from the vengeance of eternal fire. AH 
your sins shall be upon me, and all my righteousness shall 
be upon you. — Go to a great man on earth, beg of him to 
use IMS interest in vour behalf: he would scorn to take no- 
tice of you. But your dcar,^ tender, compassionate, most 
Condescending Saviour, invites you to come to him, and as- 
sures you lie will not abhor, nor cast you out. — Go to your 
eanhl) judge, intreat liim on your bended knees, to pardon 
you. — tie, perhaps cannot, must not : tne Jaws torbid nini. 
but It IS not so w ith JesuS clirist, he has made a full sans 
faction Ivr sin : he lias maue an iwliaiie aione.uenl tor sni 5 


t i Tim. 1*1^. t Ifai, i, 1^4 




^ Matt. xi. 284 
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and were your sins ten thousan^^ thousand times greater 
than they are, before ihe power of k s death they would all 
vanish away ; by the washing « f liis blood, tney would all 
be as though they had neyer been. 

This then should be the one desire of your souls, your in- 
cessant prayer to God, that you may come to Christ, that 
you may belicye in Christ, you may be found in Christ ; 
then you will not perish, though you deserve it, but have 
everlasting life, through his name; then you will have just 
the same foundation for your hope, as I must myself have 
when I shall depart this life ; when 1 shall be summoned 
to the great tribunal, what will be my plea, what my de- 
pendence ? Nothing but Christ ! Christ would i say, has 
been wounded for my sins, therefore thev wll not be 
punished in me. Christ has fulfilled all righteousness in my 
stead, therefore I trust to be justified wheu I am judged. £ 
am a poor unworthy sinner, out worthy is the Lamb, that 
was slain, for whose sake I shall receive b.>th pardoning 
mercy, and everlasting glory. This is my only hope ; and 
this is as free for you, as it is for your friend and fellow-din- 
ner. 


JAMES HERVEY, 

P. S. What Miave written, I shall beg of God to bkss ; 
and will attend yf)u with my prayers, t.iougn 1 caiinoi visit 
you in perse;i. • 
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J.EITER LVIL 


Weston- Favetlf Sep. 10, 1755, 


Aly dear Friend^ 


You ’Ttav justV wonf^er, that T hav't* not aW 

khowledged the favour of your last, long before this Do 
ne the just 'ce to brieve, that it is not owing to the least 
dises’et m < f your correspondence, or any insensibility of 
3 rour kindness. >1 hope my heart is, though sadly depraved, 
ytt sincerely grateful ; and I am sure, I e^teeln your letter! 
as trea-ures; though I destroy almost all I receive, every 
one of your’s is preserved L t me, therefore, earnestly 
beg lh}.t you wr:ll not follow’ my example, but suffer your 
letters to be much more speedy in their arrival than mine.— 
"You w’ou d more easily excuse me, if you knew me. The 
grashopptr is a burden to me. Every blast blows me down, 
or my loi'tmual indisposition and inconceivable lang'aors 
pierce through me: 1 now hang a swelling face over my 
paper ; occasioned only by taking the air yesterday in my 
chair, and finding a sharper atmosphere, than for many 
weeks 1 had been aceustomea to. Pray for me, dear Sir, 
that, established in C ri t, and strong in his faith, I may be 
looking tor, and hasting to the coitiiiig of the day of (Jod ; 
when t is pi or, enervated, crazy body will to the everlast- 
ing glory of fl ee grace) be made like unto Christ’s glorious 
b.jdv. 


1 live wdh my m ther and a siSter ; our method is ev’ery 
morning at nine, v\heii we breakfast, to read a verse or two 
from the bibie, and make it the subj ct of our conversation. 
The t.ther day. we were reading in Psalm Ixxxiv. 4. Iin- 
mcciatc^y a doubt arose iu my iiiiud,t how tlie fact, w'hicb 
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is here affirmeH, could pos>«ibIy happ' n. Could the >:i)ar- 
row’S, and swallows huild their nests lav their egM;s,. and 
hatch their young on (Jod’s altar, which waseverv morning 
and evening statedly, and I suppose many other times in 
the dav t ccasionally, surrounded by crouds of w )rshiot)ers, 
on which the sacred fire was constantly hurnin^ : a id 
which w as in a manner covered with fi rne and smoke, 
whenever the sacrifices were offered.' N iw to have birds 
lay aside all their rear of nfan, their greater dread of fire, 
and make such an al ar their h fUie, is strange, i-. scarce cre- 
dible, and must, if true, be miraculou<. — Consulti ig t l >ub - 
gant, I rind, he was sensible of the diffieulty, and solves it, 
not from any manuscript, but from .hi, o Aruinventi jn, tiiu> ; 
— N 'S vero. ne Oratio trunca maneat, jupplem is, into .laic 
duo Wroa, E j ) vero quando te dem, tac.to Veroo aclero 
ad, quod solet reticeri. 

1 have met wit i ot;.er hold strokes in this commentator, 
which I want to submit to )our examination. Bit tliese 
lit me postpone, in order to desire your opinion concerning 
the plan ot niy new Work ; which, with a weak hand and 
desponding tieart, I have sketched out, deter.niuej t> try 
(though with very litde hope of being enaoi, d to execu:e) 
resting .satisfied in tliis persuasion, tiiai t.ie toings are in toe 
hand of the Lord, and lie Will trustrate, or accoiiiplisii, as tie 
knows tj be most expedient. 

Tha PLAN of the Supplement to Theron and 
Aipasio. 


Pleasure and Hhppincss of Christ’s religion (f ir I am of 
the same mind with Mr. Marshall in his Treatise on Sanc- 
tification, namely, that we must partake af the co nforts of 
the gospel, before we can practise the duties of the la V)— 
Theron oppressed with fears, on^account of his numerous 
» sins. — Discouraged with doubts, on account of h s imperfect 
obedience. — ^The cordials of the gospel re- idininistered, 
with Some^ additional spirit and strength. — Objections to 
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‘assurance of faith stated, discussed, ansswere I . — Vi af ht> 
llness; its narure, recessitv, excell-ncv. — Its ^ra’id t'l'R :i- 
ent, the blessed spirit — ’N orinciml instpirnent, tr le fai-'i, 
p^ixed with which, the scrip»ur’s,^»'* L i*-. suoo t, praver, 
the divine promises, are powerful and efF.-ctml tpeans : disr 
u- ifed from which, they are a lead I<*'ter and insiijnificint 
ordi nances. — The evangelical pri ciples of h>lines, s ich a^ 
I beseech you, by the mercies of f? )d, vc are bo ijhr wth 
a price, ye arc the temples of the living God, — Ml 
these privileges, though not hereditarv, vet in le^e isib!.* ; if 
toe final perseverance of the believer. — Oir frien Is oarf, 
renew their corresponderce ; Theron desires to glorify 
God of his salvation, asks advice concerning the best me 
thod of family worship, educating ch Id en, instructing ser- 
vants, edifning acquaintance. — On each of these particulars 
Aspas'o satisfies his inquiry, enlarges on the sinject of ed i- 
cation, etpaeiatly of Daui^hlers ; as that seems to be m ist 
neglected, or the proper way of cood icting it at least un^v, 
derstood. — Letter on the covenant of grace, coir. )'-ising the 
substance, and being a kind of recapitulation, of the t 've 
foregoing volumes. — Aspasio seized with asiidd m an I fi al 
illness ; hi- sentiments and behavioitr in his last n ):nei)ts. 

If. dear Sir, you see any thing in this plan, winch in i ii- 
proper, correct it ; any thing, wiiich is defective, supply it ; 
and if any thoughts occur on any of the t )pics, be s > kiu 1 
a-i to suggest them. — l*ray have vou ever seen <i b lo’r, lately 
presented to me, and intitled. The M trrow of nihl.'rn J o/'t 
nih) *, with notes by Mr. Boston ? If you have seen i', v -q 
will not deny me the ;^satisfactioii of knowing vour sen i 
nieiits c mcerning it. Yesterday learned minisiei ^ a 
stranger) celled upon me, and among o her suojeets, wc 
t liked of that remarkable passage in Is iiah, she hath re- 
ceived of the Lora’s hand duubie for all i.er sms. vVn it 


• The thirteenth edition v/a® print^pbi 1745 — Sold by Millar in the Strand, and niHv, 
in the Poultry; the author c..d^*aM)urs to rccoiici'e aaU lied imbnp .v •! iterr . » <111 iaI 

diipiitahl** poiiica ; and wnu'b m a {piain Uioiltur ilyle without uiiiei'iicia or tuuc* 

e»iu rdlcUiou* upon ut'hejs. 


1 
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do vou t' ink is the exact menning of the nrophet ? Houhi-’ 
p;nt trari'l tes the danse, P » tquam pro Pcccatis suis Mul- 
ti' Hedit Dwm'no du)'li(.?s Poenas ; and supposes the'twj 
captivitir^^, jlswr-an and //«/»««, to be the double punish- 
H'ent. Mv piou'' vis'ta* referred it to the satisfaction made 
by Jesus, Clirist, I objected, that God, not the chorch, re- 
ceived this. To which he replied, that the church receives 
the beneft of the sati fut'cn ; and the expression mijjht bQ 
ss nechdoc'iical, the thing purchased for the thing purchase 
b g. This interpretation, 1 f.ncy, would have been clearer 
and less exceptionable, d he had U'cd the word punish ment, 
instead of satisfaction. Then, as Christ and tllte church are 
one, his sufFeiings might be called her’s, and his righteous- 
ness is leckoned her’s. — Siie shall receive, not double punish- 
ment, but double blessings. Agreeably to that doctrine 
tifught by Si. J’aul, where sin hath abounded, grace shall 
much more abound. — I shall be glad of your opinion op 
tliis point ; glad of your assistance in my purposed work, 
and above all, glad of your fervent prayers fur. 

Dear Sir, 

Your very aflcctionate 


and truly sincere Friend, 


James Heevey. 


tfetTtRI. 
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LETfER LVni. 


TlTANpte mf frlf nf1 . for thf* perusal of 
pr. Ghmn's poem, intitled, The Day of It isn t 

void «.f elegance and spirit ; but, methioks, it wants Mut 
energy and pathos, which on so interesting and solemn a^i 
O' casion, sh^ld awe, transport, and agitate o ir so ils. B.jt 
the great (leniency is, that it neglects to ascribe p-oper ho- 
nor to Jesus Clirist. He is, indeed, blightiv mentioned, juit 
at the close ; but he should have made the d’st nguished. 
figure throughout the wh>le piece. All judg'n.Mt is com- 
mitted to him. St. Paul calls the day ofjudg uci^t, the d tr 
of Christ, We must all btand bef ire the judgihent-seaf of 
Christ; then shall we behold the glorious appear ng of the 
great God, even of our S vmur Jesus C.irist, Bat nm a 
glimpse of t lis is seen m Dr. G'ynns poem. 

D.) you ask, what I thinic of the polite * * *’s S'?r- 

niop ? It is a mi re moral essay, not a serin ni It warns 
the light of C.irist. — To speak the truth, 1 think it an eir.inr 
Cyclops. 

■ Monstrum, horrendum, cui La npn a letnplain. 

A hetiious, eyeless monster. Fm'il J'ln. B. HI. 

From such preachers, and such sermons, good L'ird deli- 
ver us 1 Is any remedy for sms coinjiarable t) t iv' bl > o l, 
the righteousness, the intercession of a divine Redjc.ner ? 
Pity, ten thousand pities, so great a man {for s.) tii ; aurhor 
reaily is) should not know, or should totul/ o/crio'.)!-: me 
grand peculiarity of the gospel. It grieves me to tliink, 
such unchristian do..trine should be tims propig.ited : If .a 
fair opportun.ty offers, I sibu Id gladly bear my testimm/ 
against such enormous perversion ot t!ie gospel of C iri.'t. 

I cannot think the maiiuscrijit sermon, .vlii'ch y^rx have 
now sent me, is of such dibhnguisiieJ oxcv.ijnov', i- to do 
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s< rvf a Dtjhlifa'ion, Jt doe-; not seem calculated either to 
al.'tm. to con fort, or in prevs. — There is iiotl'ing of the 
c-’' -'or, r.o searcl ing aptilication, no striking address.—The 
f.»tfa«e is ret so judicious as 1 couJ I wish, it anticipates 
V hat is said m def the follow’ing heads, and rentiers some 
jart < f them tautological. — i'he text is n< t exhau'-tel. Of 
veral emiihatical wMirds no not ce is taken. 1 say unfo 
u, \e 'iliull in no case ; of the kingdom of heaven nothing 
part cular is said. Indeed, there is a liiiit or t vo in the 
conclusion, referring to this subjt ct ; but too ramMing, ni- 
di trncr, and pot With such a suinliarit;^ to th|^text as might 
b> observed.— l i e [ireacher supposes ail his hearer* to be 
of the same character, and ranks them all in one class. A. 
practite which discerning people w ill not a Imire ; ami 
which is hardly con i-tt-nt writl': the apostolical rule, “ right- 
“ Iv divided the w-ord truth,” or wiilj our Lord’s direction^ 
t ) give each his portion,” suited to their respective 
st.-tes — 1 h ve M ', R • * * as a worthy good man, but I 
del lined t le office of revising liis senno because 1 was 
sensible. 1 could not n ake it such, as 1 should chuse to sec 
pill ted. However, if it is printed, 1 heartily wish the bles- 
sing « f the Lord miglit attend it ; that true religion may be 
promoitd, and immortal souU edified. 

Yt hen tiie Pope is installed, he is reminded of this most 
iglity tniili } Sancte Pater, Dies /Eieinitaps cogita. L- ( 
ne say— Vir aikctissime. Dies il:.ternitali8 cogita. — We 
were all pleased vv iih y- ur last conversation, it was like 
)(.ur boi.k, and like yourscif —Remember, my dear friend^ 
vhttn yiiu are ii. conipany, that you have written a pious 
book, alio do not invalidate all your exhortations to others, 
b. torgcitf' g them in your own conversation. ’Tis this, 
aii s ’us tills, winch destroys what we build confirms peo- 
ple in lukev.arnmess j and does unspeakably more mischief 
than can be enumerated in this Idler. — Let no corrupt 
c> iiitnunicciuoii proceed out of^our mouth, says St. Paul, 
b< i that, vvliich IS good to the Use of edifying, that it may 
n. mister giace to t-^e hearers. 

T he I ..per you inquire after is lost in the immanc bara- 
till um o^iiiy ioose papers# it ever it eiueri.es, it Shall be 



ti-TTr*.#, 


4 »# 


Tf'^t'ired ay n V friend’s «f'uJ he, not as the present state 
of the p.-stur s and meads, but as a watered garden, whose 
watt r- fail not. 

— I have perused Mr.* IV if her spoon's Essay on Impufei 
1 i hid US7WSS : may we every oav experience that sanctif-- 
iifi'fflcacy. on which his discourse turns. Sanctifying 
tl «m, sarh our Lord, hr ihy truth, — [ thank you fir your' 
ae n c nition ; 1 will hear t m niv tnemory ; and may quc 
divin< master eii..bl»’ me to observe it ! 

— Oh, for a candid spirit ! it giv<'s gracefulness to ouf 
came j it i',iminislies not the weight of our argument, and 
strciv it d( « s honor to the Christian character. 

— Thar ks h'r Ml. Mason’s * Odes. Polished perform- 
ai ces *, but t < t < qual, in judgment, to his Isis, or his 
n.‘ nody on Puye. 1 think, I could point out a delect ;or 
two) in these poems, bet nothing defective could I discern 
ill those. ’ l is pity but gratit le to t e supreme benefactor 
aituatcd our btaits, and guid ed our pens. I'he rich bene- 
fits of meiiiory di-spiayed by t. e elegant Mr. M son 1 and 
n( t one cknowitdguien' to the blessed auihotuf dll. The 
poet sh.itvs, out wlicic 1* uic c. risiidu ? 

Dear S'r, 

Your much obliged, and 

very affectionate friend, 

JAMES HERVEY; 


^ Odei on ir.eiBory — Indcpendtncy — melancholy— and the fate of tyra^liyt 
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My dear Friciat, 


This tiiorning I wrote f* mv booksell'**', anl 
therdr t >1 1 him. th. t I think he n'-ed n it he in ichccwicer i- 
ed a* the scurrilous treatment, which t e nwievers ha^'C 
■bestovve ' on mv edition or Jenk's * Mcditati'Uia. Ir will 
injure their own character, and*Icsscn theii own rodit ; n )t 
depreciate the works of that ex clh'nt min. — 1 d.> a$-.;ire 
you, it gives me not the least concern ; I don't c.ivet rep'i- 
tation ; 1 desire, every day, to be more aiid m re dead to 
the honor, that cometh of men. Yet it is mv sincere Ojii li- 
on, that such very f-ul ati'd very ahndve language would 
awaken in the generous reader a spirit of resentment. As 
a proof I inclose a letter from Mr. P — , a verv ingenious 
young clergyman, olium I sometime ng; me t oned to you 
under this character. Tlie letter, I t imk, will do him as 
inuth honor as it docs me : It is fit to appear in print ; nut 
1 would on no account take any sueti freedom, with a pri- • 
vafe epistle — I would not have our friend in London give 
himself any manner of : rouble to prevent any fa are instan- 
ces of this kind ot benevolence f.om the reviewers. I de- ♦ 
pend not cn tlieir f.ivour, but on him, who.u heaven and 
earth, and hell obey. \*/ho constr.iine i even IJ tl la n t > 
say , “ How shall 1 curse, whom the L^rd ham not cursed 


* Mr. fitik'^ v,,'!.'; ictkcA cf H. :’iiy In siv.l tiiC iC.:,,!.!; T’onoraH# 

llithoilcii hirtC'.oiil rir. IiL■lvc^, t:»i757, ‘.i-.Liiifi.i'a sn two \uiutic.«i, od,:vo, a neat 
tuiiK ;i hi5 ;i', iiptui v.itions ana to aH cti he at itr ati ir.- 

I ii t.i.i' i.*i y lit .. 1 . ,1 i t,* rt iii.s wotA ot Mi. |ei»k,b-s) th.it there is 

“ 1 ;iM ai.y c.tc.ii: ii-i.cC (jI l! e rhi :.li i.i n'c. w'lr.ch iw’.itils ii’e alhii.nice ol ? tp ritual 
“ t?' yiiUfaii, L..l til. / ■ . I ciAn;:m:i 3 i.cd with ualci'al.le Pi.d iuttfh c reuef from tins ainpi^ 
“ u. pcalakci) c...;.iyr:a;io.., a: u ci’i.'.f-'ri (••vc x L»-‘r. ;.iv. 



tFT-'-FM, 


4*9 


c. ....^^ 

M (‘ are all obliged to my f^ear fiiend for intere ting him*;? if 
in ( nr behalt. but we.desi'C him not to take t ie trouble of 
writing « n lursduv, becau^e it will be too l.f. The little 
clo'-ei are to be out up tor sale on Mdnim/ and A — will, 
1 ‘upp( se, out-bid m\ brother; yet if disa -poinie ! m this, 
l ii -se'’ be (Jod for a treasuie in h.-aven thpt faileth mvt. 
All ipher ta c^, that is not perishable, but las ing as eterni- 
ty ; not tirnished, b .t free from every circiim tance of 
alloy ; not fading, but al-vays in ihc fulle.-t, feshest bloom 
of perfect on, glory, and j 7 — 

* Poor Mr. Hunter, 1 am informed, has almost lost, his 
is e\tren ely ill ; his 1 e, it istiiou*! t, wid toilovv his 
Sigh'. L >r , that he an# we may see by faith the Lord’s 
Ciirut I— Blcs.ed be God, in Christ all lu'dncss dwells, all 
fullness (if merit and ri tcousr.ess, of grr.ee and saivation j 
ard this is tor li'C unwort'iy, tor sinners, for “ whom ever 
“ will Uieitfore, for my dear friend, and for 

Dear Sir, 

Your obliged Friend, 

JAMES HERVEY. 


LETTER LX. 

»• 


Weston, Aug. It, 1754, 


Reve''end and dear Sir. 


1 Received your favour from IsUngfon. and ac- 
knoA-ledge mvself indebted t > you tor a preceding one ft nn 
Scotland. 1 am both to you, and to otacr^ ot my wortiiy 
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corrcppondents, quite an insolvent ; vet trust mv manv in- 
firroiti'-S, in concurrence with your candour, will plead my- 
excuse. / 

I cnlled mvself an'insolvent ; but 1 shall ere Ions' make 
one public efFort to pay frrm the o'ess, ail mv debts ol an 
epistolary nature : the pavme- 1, I co! <ess, w II not be in 
the very same specie, but it will hear the sime imi^f and 
superscription, not C<f (ar’s but Clirist's ; this will recom- 
mend it to my correspondent, and not only bf-speak thi.'ir 
kind acceptance of it, but engage their cordial pravers in 
its behaif. Do, my dear S r, retnem'>er mv po'>renterpr‘se,» 
when you call upon him, who is omnipotciit : He can bid 
tl.e wounded come against the ffftsess. and the lame take 
the prey. Unless he succour, unless he support, what can 
impotence itself expect, but to miscarry in the a tempt, and 
be a laughing stock to the eneinv . but I rea i (and this en- 
courages me) “ it is not by miglit, nor by strength, but by 
my spirit, saith the Lord.” 

I did not know till your’s informed me, that Mr. * * was 
gone to his long, and I tiu.>t to his liappv home. Oli that 
we, who survive, may have our affections fixed there, where 
our God and Saviour resides, whither our fi lends and rela- 
tions are removed. 

I wi.sh you and your wife much jov in each other, but 
much more in Christ Jesus. As the bridegroom rcjoiccth 
over the bride, so may the Lor 1 your G .d rejoice over you 
both. Let me beg of you to present mv affectionate salu- 
tations to good Mr. G . .-Vs'.ure hi n, that my silence 

did not proceed from any i.i ;iffctence to his friendship, or 
tiisc^tecm of his w’ork j but I was much indisposed. I had 
nothing to communicate, and to have wn ten in such cir- 
cuiiustances, would have bci ii burdensetre t o me, and un- 
Seiviteable to him. — My resjiectful coniplimeuts attend 
Mrs. D — , your wile, and youisclt, uuu I iiureut your unit- 
ed prayers for. 


Dear Sir, 


Your most affectionately 

JAMES liLKVEY. 
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P. S. The inclosed collcct'on of scri, tu al ;)rMniises, are 
a little present which 1 make to mv pi-opl.*. I'ht y are in- 
tended to be pasted, one ai the beginning, the other at the 
erd of religious bo' k>. Perhaps some ot y mr friends majr 
not disdain this spiri'ual noMgay, because, tluugii laile, it 
is culled fiom the gaiuen of God. 


LETTER LX I. 


Wednesday Morning. 


Dear Sir, 

I Was btr’v favoured at Wcst'’n with a v’sit 
from tl’.e 1. c v. Mr W alker, ol 1 run', who is inriced a m >st 
ex* client man, much <f a genlh man, and seems well tJ 
deserve ihc character t.e bears ; there is something in l.i n 
v*Ty engaging, yet very venerable.— Diui. g our eunversa- 
t!< n, 1 teit I kind *)f icverential awe on my mind, Idencied 
witii mere than fiaternal . afttcli' ii. How old is he ? Uv 
his looks he appears to be past f rty W’liat a repro cli is 
it to our me-n m power, ; ay to tne* mdion nseif, tha so v i- 
luabie a pcra<»n should at t.ns time i f 1 fc be no in -re tfi.m 
a (ouiitry euiat*-. — Ih.t iie, good man ! disr gurds tke 
things ot this world. — 1 bat linie, vAhicii t)>ijSnv ot s 
brcti Ten spend, to the disgrace • f tneir faiuti >n, in worl- Jr 
corrpliantes, and hunting af.er cluireb , retcimei t-, lice - 
ploys as a faiitiiui iab*>urer, n. t>i< vinev id t.f Coriit i and 
pays all due obcdiei ce to t le Aposiii s imp ti int injo ic* 
tion “ Kedceiu lUnc l”— How woutd some of me prmii'- 
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tiv' Bi hors have sought afti.*r a man of his explanatory 
j i< t' : arr> have given him everv mark of their real esteem, 
tScd fftrpora rnttfarifurt 8C ms mutantur in ill/s. * 

1 r-n; nuK-n pleased with the aixour.f otfhe religious so- 
ciety at*l roro, (.f vhich Mr Walker is the founder, ai d 
jresi nt dire< tor. — ’Tis an admirable plan! I woiiM have 
crt'eavi urtd (' ad mv health permitted mv attendance) to 
l ave firmed one < f the lame kind at Northampton. I 
heanily wi-.h so u'-eful an institution was more known, and 
V. 11 establi'hed in all the principal towns in this kingd<)m; 
as I am persuaded such a S'-ciety must be productive of 
p»t->-t gooil, and in some degree revive the drooping inter- 
C'l ot chrisiianity, wherever it was prudently managed — 
> had in this neighbourhood a rehgious assembly, of 
\v '('h I mi se f was * a member, h 't no one could be a !- 
m ted, who did not understand Greek, as the chief design 
<> i.inu-Cti g was lo improve each other in scriptural 
knowledge •, an ' conseqnently could be of little use, co:n- 
p r.aivtly with Mr H'alkcrs phn. 

1 nave latelv ri a t Mr. H'arton's edition ot Virgil, anA 
much approve the printing t!»e Latin on one side, and his 
poeiicii t ansldtion on the «>ther: he is a clever man, bat I 
t.ii k he 11 ight have enriched his notes with many more 
oh.si rvations on the beauties and inastrrly strokes of the 
P.,ft — 1 ulo not for my own part give a straw for the 
iM si accurate disputati -ns upon a chronological or gcogra- 
pi. cal nic< ty ; but 1 would applaud and thank the critic 
w ho will assist me to see the art and address, to feel the 
f- ICC and live, and to enter iuio the spirit and delicacy of 
such an auinor as / n'^il- 

1 am, dear Sir, 

Your very adectionate 

and truly sincere Friend, 

James Hervey. 


if i ■ cntl OfHcrs of the Aireittlly here me*iii»iKcl, arc inferted in the memoirg 

ic :.Ly, Ki . i Lu volume cl this colUtUon of his lettcrtr 


Rides * and Orders, 


RELIGIOUS SOCIETY, 

Consisting of two Classes^ 


Of Men ; into which no Wo;nan can be aJ nittteJ. 


Of married Men, their Wives, and other Women 5 into 
which no unmarried Man can be adinitteJ. 

Rack Class meets everif other U'cek nltenutelij. 


R JLE I. 


As the sole design of ?this society is ti promote 
real holiness in heart and life, every mem ler ol it i, . < .1 
tins continually in view, trusting in the divine p > ver. i id 
gracious conduct of his holy spirit, through our L ir 1 Je,us 
Christ, to excite, advance, and perfect aii good la us. 


RULE II. 


That in order to the being of one heart, a id one mind, 
and to prevent all things, which gender suites ^ as vvoli as 


• As the plan and proceedings •fihis focicty, ib much commended bv Mr TIcn'c/, 
c''<>Odi)ly be cxteniivcly nlcful ; it is here pnnteii liota u ptiviilc fopy uy t ic- ut*. 1- 
J r tl.. ire of Itveril of »lr Hervey’s friends; aiul it is hoped t ie w irtnv dire i * , a.i'ch 
in of i'lf loi ieiv a' Truro, will cxcuic the li ben v heie taKcu w-:.ioui 1 ic-r .* u>a'- 

ledj^e, wn-iiJ tiiey aoniider the good dkCt&, \v1kl!j may pi®bably ante lioin tiii:i pauiicajl* 
•ri» 
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t,' rcrnnvi' all c ccasion ( f offence from being taken against 
t’^is soc eU', no pprs^n is to be admitted a member, or al- 
)',\\ed to continue such, who is member of any othermeet- 
i( g. or t<jll ws ar V other preaching than tliat cf the esta* 
b'i bed n inistrv of the church of England. — That none be 
r I'f bc^s hut yuch ay aUend the sacrufhent every wonihy and 
t ar no 'lers be at . ii) time mttuuuced except by request 
bi the <J.rcct^,r. 


RT LL III. 

T' a* no nercon be adm'tted member but upon the re- 
coimiK'i) ati I) of liio ilirectur, witii ilic consent of th.e ma- 
joritv ( f ineo hers thi ii pfesent. — <vu(i that the f director 
be the Reverend Mr. W alrwcr. 


RULE IV, 


That the members of this sorie‘v meet togetherone even- 
ing HI a e*ek at a convenient place, and that they go home 
at nine < ’clock. — /\nd that all mutters of busincbS be done 
before tl:c sciiicnccs begin. 


RULE V. 


That ecerr o]vc consta- t attendance, and be 

presr 1 t a’ l-K.. hou? I tne* t.ng precis Iv.— A d that who* 
c\er aliijei.is liiin'-L If loii i ectir' t >geliRr withoiit giving 
a Siitisfai tory ac;<’uni to the (hreit»T, which ^hall by hiiii 
l)c comniorjcare i t > 1 e b.;Lict:, - ••all be looked upon as 
diaalLe.ed to the fc^Lie.). 


+ TViis focifW very lianpv im hnv''*i ; f,, j-c 3 perfon at their hca^i. — 

'\heie lurvi it w.ir f;i . .,t I'l* .<1. it v »i;iil . nr '1 ni > r» clcn ? iltrrtlor a^mally’ 

v.'h'*ler-fri:c migfiL nc couuaucu xiiofc cr iOsnumUcr ol ycau, as kemed bek for the gene- 
ra! good. 
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RULE VI. 

7 -'at fo prpvpnt confusion, no person be removef.l from 
!■ is s c't ty but by the director, who shall be presem oii 
smc'i occasions, —I'hat anv member do before hand apfily 
t the director, in c ase he judges such removal necessary. — 

7 hat a disorderly t carriage, or a proud, c )ntentious, di ‘ r 
p'!»c!g t ni) (the greatest alversriry to Christian I jve and 
} .tce) be aUihw.ciU ground lor su,.n complaint and re mo*' 

Vdi. 


RULE VII. 


That all the members consul ring th”? sid consequences 
of vanity and amuse iiec.ts over the nation, do in cliarity to 
t e souls of others, as weil as to a . oi 1 the danger of such 
ti i !gs fheoiselves, look upon themsi. Ives as obliged to use 
peculiar caution, '.vitn respect to many "f the usual aniuse- 
iiiC' ts, however tnnoctnt t ley may be, or be tnought in 
t irinselves such as cards, dancings, clubs fur entertain^ 
nieiit, pliyhouses, sp ins at fesiivals, and parish-feasts, and 
as much as may be parish- easts t lern'Clves — least by join- 
ing herein r ey should be a nmaerance to toomswiycs, or 
their iietgiio.>urs. 


RULE VIII. 


Tint with the consent of the director, the major part of 
the society have jpower to make a new order when need 


Rv a (1‘forderlv carriage wc mean, not only the j^rofs cnnimi{ri')n*of fcanclalous Tiny, 
l>iit .illo wl'.it arc ••ll- cnu'tl inaticis .»f I ttif m«>meiiL ill tUc cvei ot trie wmiM; lucli ts Si 
i-j-ht iile of the wiirtl.s i.orcl, G )d, jc'iis See in ord.nary v'diiveriatiri.i ; wItcIi \vc cannot 
bu‘ iiifciurct as a.i e-idciicr of w^nrofG rt’.s prulcncc in ihi: hi*.nr - The nred'ei's 

bu'i .els on the Lord's Dty.--i'hc irc(|ucatta|( aiC.hou;es or taverns without iicctllar/ 
buiiiicls* 
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requires ; but that the proposal for this purpose be niaae by 
•the director hereupon before the day of luceiin^j. 


RULE IX. 


That persons disposed to become members of thi? society, 
must first be proposed by the director, in 'f.ler tli: t the 
members of the society ma*.’ observe tueir conduct for t’uE 
Space of three months before admittance. 


RULE X. 


That every member do consider hi-nself as pecidi.irTr 
•blijed to live in an inoffensive and orderly manner, t ) tite 
glory of God and the edifying of liis neighbours — rnat he 
study to advance in himself, and others, hu nilitv, fa.th in 
our Lord Jesus Christ, love to God, gospel repenta -ce, and 
new obedience; wherein Christian ediriciti>n consi. 

And that in all his conversation hereupon, he sticks cl e . > 
the plain and obvious sense of the. holy scriptures, cart-fady 
^avoiding all niceties and refinements upon tuem, 

RULE XI. 


'J'hi.it t’oesf orders shall be read over at least four ti nes in 
the year by the director ; and that witii such lelib ;rv-o.i, 
that each member may iiavc time to exaniiiic hi.iiselt by 
them. 


RULE XII. 


,7'hat tlic members of this soch ty do meekly and humbly 
join to^f tl'.er in tiie follovwrg offices of devotion. 

0 
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OFFICE OF DEVOTION, 

Vjcd zveeklyy at the meeting of the Society, 

The Director ihall read these Sentences, himselt and every 
one standing. 


on is preativ to be feared in flie assemhlies of liig 
>i sa rt , and to be had in reverence by all that are 
roil' d about turn. Psal. Ixxxix. 7. 

(lod is a riijliteoiib jiidi^e, strong and patient^ and God is 
provokrd every day. J*suL vii. l‘i. 

(; (1 will bring every work into judg'nent with every se- 
er t th" wliether it be good, or whether it be evil, 
JHak's. xxi 14. 

i 1 C t .a i.n.tth his sins shall not prosper, but he thnt cin* 
f s.'Ctl. and torsaki t i iheiu shall have mercy, l^roverbt 
xxviii. 13. 

' It any man s nneth, we have an a^Vocate with the father, 
Jesus Ciiri t t e ngh’eous, and he u the propitiation for our 
sii s. 1 Job 11 i, t 

Ocon.c ji t ut. wor.sliip, a"d f II down, and kneel before 
the Lorn our iijaxer. Pirl. x^v. 5, 6. 

\ 

'J Ik n St, all be said Ihtse three Cudccls, all kneeling, 

“ Ihevei t U'j, O Lord,” See, 

“ I'Mciicu Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures,*^ 


cc 


O God, for as much as w uhout thee,” 8iC» 
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All seating t}icnisel es, <! N>rt on p' 'icripfjitr shall be read, 
J hen kneeling down, lluj/ shall join m this loniesstoii of 
sin, 

««• /\1 T)jjrVitv (» t ’, F i^her of nur T.iH Jesui C..rist, ma- 
ker uf all ja of all inoii,” 

“ Oar Father, which tirt,” See. 

Af'er u'liich the director alone saaH say,. 

** A'mijj'' n;‘'.'l .*var^^stfng God, who hatest nothing 
that thou hast ma lp, ” &c. 

Omostholvard blessed God* the C-eat''r, goveroor, 
and judge < f all ; who ha’est falsehood and hypocriav, a-i.l 
wilt not accept the prayer of feigned lips: bat ha^t pro-n. - 
ed to shew merc-y to such as turn unto thee by true t.ii! i 
and repentance; vouchsafe, wc pray t'lee, to cr'^ate in us 
clean and upiigot hearts, t: rough an unfeigned fi tti in thy 
Son our S iviour. 1 o us indeed belongeth sha ne and c >n 
fusion of lace ; we are not worth v to lift up o.ir eyes or 
our voice towards heaven ; our natures are d praved ; a-i 1 
our wavs have been perverse b fore thee. O i let not hy 
wrath rise against us, lest we be cons.nned in a inonient# 
but let thy merciful bovcels yearn o 'er us, and v .uciistfc to 
purity and pardon us throus'li thine all-sufticient grace and 
mercy in our Lord Jesus C'. pst ; since it hatn pi- a^e 1 tnee 
to offer him up as a saciifice r >r sinners, vouch>ale, wc be- 
seech thee, to cleanse us from dl iniquity through Insbl rod. 
AVe believe, that he is able to Save to the u'-t r<n.>»t those, 
that come unto thee by h m, ami we do earne-itly desire t j 
embrace him a» our piince and Saviour ; on give us repen- 
tance and remisshni ot sm tiiroiigh his nanic; all we, like 
sheep, have gone astray, every one in his own way , goird 
Lord*, reduce us into thy fold tnroiigh this great .ihepnerd of 
souls, and be pleased tb lay on him t.ic iniq nty ol us all — 
And as we have much to be forgiven, be pkas-."d to incline 
^ur hearts to love thee n uch. who to- givest iniq nty, trans- 
gression, atAl siu. bivc us Uiul uiat vtuikciu by love: 
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an^ such love as will constrain us to have re<>!»rd *o 4 II tbv 
commandments. And make us to look careful y to all our 
ways, that we may never again do anv thing, wherel^ Jthy 
holvname may be blasphemed, or dnne authority demised. 

Give us the deepest humility, without which we cin ne-‘ 
vrr be arc>-ptrd of thee, our infinitelv condescending God. 
Make us con;‘>n'.ial'y to tr-'a ! in the stpr\s of our blessed 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Ci.rist ; being of a 'ueek and qu’et 
spir t, aK»-ays intluer ced bv the highest love of ihije, our 
God, and by the most charitable disposi^on tv)wards all 
men. 


Vouch.afe to end ie us with the saving knowledge of 
spiritual things, t^'at w^c may receive all tisy truths in tlie 
love of them, in all patience, purity, justice, tcniperauce, 
godliness and broflierly kindness ; that we may adorn fjur 
holy proftiyion and resend: Ic the divine goodness of thee 
our heavenly father. — And since we are not only weak and 
frail, bet corrupt and sinful, voudisafe, O Lord, to keep us 
by the power of thy holy spirit that we fall not from our 
avowed stedfastness in all Christian duty. Preserve us from 
all the sin, and vanity to which our age, condition, and na- 
ture are prone; and to which the devil, and this world may 
at any time tempt us. 

Glorify, good God, thy strength in our weakness, thy 

grace in our pollution, and iliy mercy in our salvation. 

May our holy religion be giounded and settled in our hearts 
that out of the good treasure of a gracious heart, our speech* 
may be savoury, and our conversation cxenijihiry ; that w'e 
may be fruitful in all good Works, even to our olti and 
to our last day. 


Tit us, we pray thee, f )r every state of life, mto whieli 
thy providence shall cast us j [.prosper our lawful under- 
takings ; preserve us night and day, and prepare us for an' 
hopeful death and a blessed eternity. 

13e pleased, ^e beseech t)iec, to'bioss all those socicti'\s 
who in truth apply their heal ts to thy s'erviee and 
we pray thee be pleased to strengthen, 'est.iblisli, aad'^scitl^’ 


L 
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both ’hom, anf? ns, i-’ thy holy faith, fear, and love. i.et 
rothint; in t' 's world discourage us from the pursuit < ( 
those holv purposes, which thy spirit hath at any time put 
it to VtVjr hearts, and minds; but makes us all faithful to thee 
oil' itVdte d God, and desired portion, even unto death ; 
th^t’w’e at le >st (n ith thv h )lv church' may be partakers of 
•that eternal life a d perfect bl'ss, which thou ha.t pro nised 
through Jesu< Chri t. thy only begotten son, our mediator 
and Redeemer. Aiiicn. 

“ Aim phtv and everhvirff God, who by thy holy apo'S' 
tie, hast tau^t us to make* prayers,” &;c. 

. 'Then afl standing up, a psalm shall be sung and * a sermon 
read, ffr a charge given by the Director. After tohich some 
suitabe prayer shall be used as he shall judge fit. 


Then all stand ng up, this exhortation to humility shall be 

read. 


My href ren, since the great God has often assured us 
in I s bell \><>rd, “ that lie will resist the proud, and give 
“ grace lint’) die bumble. Jam. iv. 6. 1 Pet. v. 5.” Let 
iisconsidtr, that all our undertakings, though never so 
good, V. ill f il and come to nought, unlesss we be truly 
.ond do' pb litimbie I.uhexW. 11. Indeed it cannot be 
<t. Cl wise ; heca.'S' t' e proud jicrson quits bis reliance on 
God to re.-t in hiniscif ; which is to excliange a rock for a 
n fri. 

' Alas ' '' bar .arc we, p or eoq.ty nothings ! Gen. xxxii. 
10. A .'3, w'liat 's worse, we arc condemned perishing sin- 


* f - T. wii.n £broa^, or L to fay what fcrmo:i Jliall Ic iraw, a«u 

'a' 

€ 
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rers ! we perhaps have understandlnj; now ; hur G 'il c n 
soon turn it into madness, Dan. iv. 42. We mav hnee 
fome att’inments ui grace, but spiritn-il pride will wir I 'r 
ad, and soon reduce us to a very proflijr ite and ^vratphed 
e tatc, Isa. Ixvi, 2. such as we hive seen ithers t’dl int >, 
v^lv) have begun in the spirit, and ended in thi tl s 1 1 
AVhat have we, that we have not received ? 1 Car iv, 7.* 
Ami even that, he who gave it may as soon take avvaV. 

Ye, who are in young \ears, and younger in gnec, 
(1 7 ’o;r. iii. 6.) are in danger of self conceit, and of beie 
puffed up ; which is a quicksand, in w'hich tho isand', h.iv 
been swallowed up, and perished. Jt u not vain, that he 
Apostle requires “ That young men be exhorted to be s >- 
“ ber minded j” 77/. ii. 6. Prav. xvi. 13. which he els'’- 
where explains, when he says ; “ Let no liia > think f 
himself more highly than he ought to think ; but to tm.de 
“ soberlv.” Horn. xii. 3. Isa. xiv. li, 13., 

By pride the angels f 11 from heaven; (I 7 i/n. iii. (» ) 
and if ever we climb up to those blessed seats, from wlm h 
they are fallen, it must be by the gracious step^ of hu ility 
and lowliness of mind. (Lr/Ar xviii. 14) “ Wliertfoio I' t 
" him, that ihinketh he staiideth, take heed lest ne ’all.” -- 
(l Car.x. 12.) “ Let us w.dk humbly witii our ti > I,’' 

and ever liavc lowly thoughts of our vile sc ves, {/ic/.n xi, 
10.; ol our poor atlainmetits, and of our ■.I' lectivc ,jc to: n- 
aiices : and with St. ihiul (who wa» notmng be nod 
very chiefest Apostles) let us always say, i a.n noiiiiUg. — 
(•2 Car. xii. 1 1.) 


Let us therefore now sing to the praise^ and gbry of 
God, to whom alone praise is due. 


// Psalm being sung, the Director shall say^ 


It is very meet, and right,” &c. 


br 
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All shall jom^ 

'i herefore witli angels and archangels, &c. 
The Director alone. 

** May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,” &c 

Amen, 



LETTERS. 


*S2 


CONSIDERATIONS 

LAID BEFORE THE MEMBERS OF THE 
SOCIETY i 

JSeing the substance of the first charge, or exhortation, spoh 
at its opening bp the Director. 


Brethren, 


You expect, that I lay before yon the design of 
this society, and give y u some cautions concerning it. The 
design is threefold, 1. To glorify God. 2. To be quick- 
ened and confirmed ourselves. 3. To render us more use- 
ful among our neighbours. 


I. 


As a society, we shall be better able to glority God j for 
hereby we bear a more evident testimony to the cause of 
Christ, and make a more avowed confession of him, and his 
words in these evil days, than'we could do when separate. 

Every one of you. desires, that the kingdom of Jesus 
Christ were more established, and more honorable in the 
world that it is S and you join your hand with others to pro- 
piote so desirable an end. 

Take these cautions for this purpose : 

I. Look upon yourself as one associated with others ii> 
vindication of your master’s honor. 
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2. Never be ashamed of him, or 'his doctria?, or of this 
Bociety. 

3. Demean yourself to every one as his disciple, by walk- 

ing in humility, meekness, hfavcnly miiidedness, cuarity af- 
ter Christ’s example. , 

4. Keep yourself heed fuliv from all thini^s, which may 
disgrace your master, au;l this societv ; sucli is prid * ia i 
conceit of your kno wledge or attain. nciits, or th it v' >ij ire 
a membei of t iis society ; — valuing yourself up »n aiv us- 
tinction in station <,r wealth ; — sinki.ig inuj a won ily 
frame j — or declining into sloth and idleness ; —pnetn.! )g 
the least dishonesty, or conniving at the dishonesty • f 
others j — n.icking compliances to avoid shaiiie, or prom )te 
■worldly interest; — falling int.i lukowar nness, anlfjrg.t- 
ting your first love ; — slighting public or iiMiices. 

5. Often (especially before, and alter great trials) refl'ct, 
that yen belong to religious society for pru.aw»ting tue glory 
of Christ. 


H. 

The second de ign ^ f thii Isociety is to be quickened, and 
confirmed oursclvt!, ; for hereby ive sliall be better able t.i 
maintain the war against our enemies, (especially tnc worlJ) 
and to grow in grace; seeing by tuis associ.ition wo have 
the holy spirit to bless our (exercises ; — shaft have t'.ie bene- 
fit of mutual advice and repr-of; — shall be more hardy to 
oppose the temptations bcsett.ug us in thus wicked world; — 
shall walk under a peculiar rr ^raint, as being nicmbes ot a 
religious society ;• — and shall be assisted j^y the prayers as 
of one another, so of all good -ci. ..x the whole chrisiia.i 
church. To this end ; 

3. Watch over one another in lave. 

t’. Be willing to hear of your .ault.j, and of .lie fears and 
suspicions cf these your friends concerning ) »u. 

S. Be watchful against any disgust to one another ; and 
if any arises in you witliout delay tell the party ; auu if uwt 
avail not, tell the Director. 
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i. Desire the pravcrs one of another, and pray for one 
another. 

5. Be sure you rest not on your bein» a member of this 
society } — seeking continually to cast off all self-depend- 
ence. 

6 . Watch the lea^t decay of Jove to Christ, or zeal for his 
honor, and the good of souls. 

7. Confirm continually upon your heart the obligations 
you lie under as a nicaiber of a religious society. 

III. 


The thir l desiern of thi» society is to render us mor^ use- 
ful among ( ur reiglibour-'. — Hereby wi; are more observa- 
bli — will not he so easily quiet in their sins. — Good 

ex^ln.|•le^ carry a biigiiter and more convi'iciiig light con- 
foun''iog the works t/t darkness. Jo this end. 

1. Be ear ful to set a ci.ristiaii example before the 
world, 

•i. Think n t to g'dii any hv making compliances. 

3. D^'iC ’un'e: nil' e nil .mch things as you see prejudicial 
to inkers, such as t.;veri!S, a e!i ' s's, gaming, and many 
fip()rl^, viliich ar* dc'iriictne t>> souls. 

4. Shew ail lov- to tn n’s souls and 

5. Avoid ; li (iisiAiting , wliic i proceed from pride, and 
ru'se cniiiei tion n. i v. ria ice. 

0. D n’t he oig.v w.t 1 inos.', who bl.-imc this society, 
It’t mneklv anti » leiidy liear wu i tn i. 

7 1) 11 1 in '»ur !ie..it lie-j/ija ol; , s, because they arc 
nit iiicmbtrs ot I'l.s lOi i tv i 

ii N i s.iei' a ._v \ j ii'i ig I't voursc because vou are. 
Jic t'ier speak ot y()ur->.:it aj a .lieiii.'Ci. unLss with a view 

Oi iL»i'ag uinerii gO / !• 

MGTIVr\ 

|. Real disciples do mure than j.aminal professors. 
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2. The holy spirit 'vi!l strengtlien, and comfort you. 

3. You will have the hle^sin^ of a quiet conscience.- 

4 . are <-)(£Taf;e(i in the -nost honorable service. 

5. Yi'-u vvl!] proiiiofe the interc'f of your master. 

0. lie will acknowledge your labours ill the day ot his 
appearing. 

Jmen. So be it. 

N. B. Whereas too many people are apt to misrepresent 
every religious society as a raethodistical meeting ; it was 
judged necessary to insert the following extract from the 
celebrated Mr. Dodd’s late sermon. “ The cry of metho- 
dism is frequently raised by such, as are totally ignorant 
** of the nature and end of accusation ; and many are 
** stigmatized with the name, who arc perfectly inno* 
“ cent of the thing. 'I'o bring a reproach upon christiani • 
** ty itself through the pretended offence of Methodism, 
" might be a triumph to the Deist, and Papist equally 
** pljcasing. — And if so, can we be too accurate in our dis- 
tinctions, or too cautious in our imputations ? remember- 
“ ing, that while we confound diristianity and Methodism 
we are doing discredit to Christianity, in the sane propor- 
tion as w'e are giving w^eight and dignity to Methodism.” 
— -Sec Mr.Dodd’s excellent sermon entitled Unity recotn.'. 
mended, jireached before the religious in anJ about London, 
at their annual meeting in t'-ie parish church of St. Mary- 
]e-bovv on K.islcr Monday 1759 ; to which is added, a:i 
appendix giving an account < f the origin.il design, general 
rules, and yresent state of the ' eligious societies. 
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My dear Friend^ 


JVeston-Favell, Monday Morn, 


I ANf much obli^T^d to von f )f vonr gcn^rMis 
donation of thirty sh !lings pnrchn e hoo oe J >f //l 
g.r'nest. Invitation to the friend'! of the estaV. ■i'lrd Cnii chf 
iff..* — I have put the money into the han.U ot me, «:i) 
loves our Lord Jesus in sinc^ity ; anJ who vill tike c i.e 
that the pa.oiphlet is properly dispersed accordm.; to ).ir 
desires — ’ fis an excellent design I d lily beg of (5 id to 
bless it} for what he vouchsafes to bjess, will be blest in- 
deed. 

Inclosed I send you a form of prayer f mn led on the 
plan laid down in tne Earnest Invitation tic. — • 1 ’ was traui- 
niiited to me last night by a very piaa, ciargv nan, wj i, I 
believe, was himselt the author of W.'. Y.)u nav get one if 
your sons to transcribe it, if you have not leisure en >114 1 to 
do It yourself ; and permit such sen ms persons to ta^:e 
copies, as you think will make a proper use : it • 


* An earncfl invitation ti the friends of th^cHiblidicd church, to jo’.n \vl»h Ifevera 
the'r bre Hrji», clcriry ,iad la'.tv m apart one hoar ui th,: .'ll! i ia.' ot ctciy werK {•.!■ 

prayer wid lup^jIicaiioii,cipdCiaiiy duritii; iiic prcleut ivoubkljino um*'s« 


M 
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I wish jou that promise for your counsellor, wl:ich we 
read this morning at breakfast in Isaiah (chapter Iviii. 11.) 
“ The Lord sliall guide thee continually.’ 

n 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Your very ^affectionate 

and truly sincere Friend, 

James HervetI 




A solemn act of Confession, and Intercession suited to the 
plan of those London Cler*^), and other friends to the esta- 
blished Church, as specified in The Earnest Invitation, &'c, 
requesting all the zcell-disposcd christioiis (Laitjfi as xveU 
as'Clergzj,) tlirouplaml this nation to join with them in a 
solemn act of himihalion for one hour every Sunday Even- 
ing, VIZ, from eight of the clock till vine, on account of 
their own sins, and the sins of this nation ,• especially duv 
ing these calamitcus times ,• viz. in 1757 . 


}' O Blessed Lord, let 'he words of my mouth, and 
the meditation of my heart, be at this tin e acceptable in 
thy si', lit as the incense, and let this now lifting up of my 
hands be a sweet smelling sacrifice! — Lord hear my prayer, 
and let my cry come unto thee. 

M( St great and glorious (jlod^jiist and terrible in thy 
Judgments to all obstinate and rebellious sinners, but of in- 
finite mercy to such as with true sorrow and hearty repen- 
tance turn unto thee j look down, I beseech thee, with 
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mercy and compassion upon me, now presorting mysel 
before thee j owning that I am not worthy so much as to 
lift up my eyes to the throne of thy glorious majesty ! O 
Lord, my sins are so many and so great, that it is owing to 
thy mercy alone, that I have not been lo-^gsinje consumed, 
but yet have another opportunity of Ituml.tli ig my-elf befoft 
thee, and begging m-'tov tor my own soul, who hav* so 
grievously sinised ag iinst thee; I confess, O Lord, "nt 
thou k: ovvcbt already, but J confess it to nnnitest thv jus- 
tice, aiid to glorify tl.y mercy, which has sp ired nc so long, 
I confess and acknowledge, O Lord, th.tt I brought a de- 
praved and sinful nature into the world with me, frO;n 
whence all my actual^ sins have flowed, and proceeded as 
impure str*ams from a polluted fxrotain: blessed God, I 
beseech thee, for t!iy»<iear Son Jesus Curist’s sake, to hum- 
ble me, and that greatly for this my original corruption ! 
I.ord let me see it in the strongest light, and never give me 
rest and peace, till treftn my soul I cry out for, and rely 
upon the unsinning obedience of my dear Redeemer Jesus 
Christ, and the assistance of the spirit for deliverance front 
it; and grant, that this precious balm may be my cure, and 
restore me again to the image ef my God ! • • 

O Lord 1 have sinned against* thee bv wilful and actual 
sins, I have left undone those things which 1 ought to have 
done, and have done those things which 1 ought not to 
have done 1 particularly — by such — and such — a sin. 




Js Uis taken ior granted, that every one, tvho uses this pray- 
er, has first of all strictly examined him<t:lf, and wrote 
dozen all the notorious sins, both of commission and omis^ 
Sion, Of wnich he could recollect, that he had been guiltp 
during the whole course oj lusl'fe, it looiiUt be here proper 
jer him to read over that catalogue of his offences very de - 
Uberalely, that he may be deeply nurnbkd, and truly peui- 
ieni; 
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I FS'^FD G'sd. I cnn give but a wretched ac- 
count of ir\<:e'r~ I rannrr rcmcniber the ten thousandth 
j-?rt of n-*' fffi ncrs. Txjrd save, or I perish ; my crimes are 
irt« Je»ahV a-’d shainfful ; and n v omissiops as well as my 
cm missions are ini tin erable : Ohl-what shall I say unto 
4’ ee. ••T what sf'all I do ! — Oh • thou preserver of men I 1 
am «o vile, tf'?t f ca not cxnress »t ; so sinful, that I am 
to nws« If, and much more abominable must I needs 


be in ihv s-igf t ! 

Oh! I have sirned, I h ive sl^ned ! my sins arc grown 
s’ ameful ard aggravated to an azernent ! L-ird! I can say 
ji.. mnre, I am ashamed, I am confounded in thy pre- 
sin e ! 

i jiit vet, O God, thou are the healdV of our breaches, and 
the lifter up ot (>ur h* ad ; and I mui|> not, I dare not dc- 
S> air Thou hasr opened a fountaiii for sin a.id for unclean- 
apd theref(,re I am sun, thou delightcst not in the 
de fh of a sinner ! and though ms’ sis are great and num- 
berless, as the sand which is u.'on the seu-shorc,* yet they 
ate inh, i elv less than tliy m' n ios, which thou hast revealed 
to all nenitent and returning sinner' in Jesus C.irist I 

Ih.'r hk '■ake iheretore be iil 'a'c l to lo(;k down into the 
dint arnlitt up a [JO r helpless sinner from the dunghill! 
fen Christ*' sakt lei me not perisii in iny f)lly, nor be con- 
suuiid it) »hy heav\ ois 'leavure ! for Christ’s sake give me’ 
time, and space t > re[H‘- 1. and give me also power u do it 
b) he assi»tiii)ce of thy ble.'sed spirit! 

Sup'pi r me wilh an holy hope; confirm me with an 
rpii.;ti\e : iid livil. faith; end kindle a bright and burning 
chc^rity in n)) soul; give me patience in sulicriiig, andsevo- 
j'lti' ii' jinign'ig, aiid ih eondeiiining my sins! that jucjging 
nj\;'- lt, I !) a> not be oondem; d of thee ; that, mourning 
fir jii- Si lb, I -.iaiy icj nee in tliy pariion ; that destroying 
r y sms, 1 nia-' I ve in righteousness: tli.u denying my own 
o , i, I may .1 . ays endeavour to p.rfoim thine; and that 
hs the ass’etiiiu e o! f y Inessed spirit, I may overcome all 
e, -ndl, ai U spniuiai w cksduess. May I walk in thy liglii ! 
r.i.'.', i ocl g!,t in hy s rvice ! may I perfect my obedience; 
he V. n-'iiy i.s ti o.u iho power of sin, as pu- 
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rishmert f f it ; and so be f’r ever preserved from tny 
V rath ; and at last pass ’on from a certain expectation to 
ai' actual eejovo'ent of t^e glories 'of thy kingdom, through 
Joshs Christ my hjes'sed^ Lord and Sivioiir.* Amen. 

2 And now'. Lord, as I have been confessing my owri 
sins, and humbling mv soul brf re thee as a private and 
pa'ticular person. I think myself bound in humility a rl 
dnty, after the example of thv servant Daniel, t) look upon 
niv.seif in a 'till farther sinfd light, viz as an inhabit mt of 
a f r fl gate and rebellious nation ; an 1 so, like Daniel also, 
to co'.fc'S b e si';s of pay people ! mav I feel the concern of 
the Pr-almist when he exclaimed, “ Rivers of tears run 
“ down mi'ie eyes, because men kept not thy la v (Psal. 
cxix. and off ! that mv sopulicaiions, and the suppli- 

cations of all those, vv^o, at this appointed hour, have 
agieed soitmnly to seek, thy face, and to confes their own 
s ni, and the sins of tlie people of'tiiis land ; oh that they 
may meet with tlie same gracious acceptance witli thee, as 
Daniel, did ! -h that t.ie coinmandmAit mav come forth -t 
ti'e beginning <.f our supplication, “ to make an end of our 
“ sh s, and t » make r'-c<mciliation for onr iniquities, that 
“ thou mayest once more be our G,^d, and we be thy 

people I ’ j 

Lt t I by merciful ears, O God, theref )re be open unto 
our praters, ai.il sjiare all those, who conf-ss their sins unto 
thee ! that the) , who-'" conscience> by si \ are' accuse t, bv 
thv rrerciful pardon may be absolved, through Jesus Christ 
Our Lord I 

O Loul, tbe great and f.iiihful God, kcepi 'g covenant 
and mcrcv wiih then , an ! lo'.'c lii'ii, and keej) his dfnn- 
maiulii ents, vii, 9.) we have sinned, O Lor !, v^'c 

have committed iniejoity, an.l have dor.e wick'*(llv, and 
have reb lied by (lt p..rt ng from th/ precepts an { from thy 
judgments, ncithtr h \e we l.ear .ened udto^tny servants 
the prophets, nor to t ly Sj.i Jesus Christ, nor to Ids apos- 
tles, w ho in t'ny h ly wt»rJ have sp->ken u;;to our fathers, 
and the people >*f' tue land! 

O L rd, rig! te' msiiess belongeth unto thee, but unto us 
coiifu*)iOit of iace us al tuts day, to oar Kings, to oui princes. 
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to our fathers, and to ourselves ; because of the trespasses 
which we have trespassed against thee ; yea, «>? iiave all 
as one man transgressed against ihce, by departing fpin thee, 
and not /obeying thy voice ! therefore the curse is poured 
out upon us, and thou hast confirmed the word, which thou 
hast spoke against us ! thou hast brought upon us many 
and sore evils, vet made we not our praver bef »rc thee, 
that we might turn from our iniquity, and understand thy 
truth. 

But, blessed r.ord, to thoe belong mercies and forgivnes- 
scs, though we h ive rebt-lled against thee : O Lor i, we 
confess our wickedness and are sorry for our sins ; we l>e- 
seech the therefire according to all thy^ righteousness and 
thy gracious promises, and for the sake of thy dear S in 
Jesus Christ, let thine anger and thy fury be turned away 
from us ! bow down thine car, O Lord, and hear; open 
thine eyes, O Lord, and see, and behold our miseries and 
our desolation ! for we do not present our supplications be- 
fore thee, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy 
manifold and great mercies, and in the truth, which thou 
bast shew'ed of old time to us thy servants, but thou art the 
same, whose property is alw'ays to have mercy ; have ircr- 
cy upon us, therefore have mercy upon us, most merciful 
father, for thy dear Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, tor- 
give us all that is past, and grant that vve may ever hereafter 
serve the in newness ot life to the honor and glory of thy 
name ! and let the consideration of our sinfulness and un- 
worihiness, and of thy manifold warnings to us, and Jong 
sufferings towards us, increase i.i us true repentance, that 
inftiuity may not be our destruction ! and increase in us also 
more and more a living faith and love, fruitful in all holy 
obedience, that thou mayest still '’ontinue thy favour, toge- 
ther with the light of thy gospel to us, and our posterity ! 
and this w% b^ for thy dear Sou Jesus Christ’s sake, our 
only Mediator and advocate. 

3. And'now I have here confessed to thee, my own sins, 
and the sins of the people, I desire farther to offer up my 
prayers in behalf of all mankind, that both Jew and Gen- 
tile may believe in, and glorify thee, the only true God, and 
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•J‘ sns Christ, whom thou hast sent!* protect and prosper thy 
holy Cathol'ck Church, preserve it pure in doctrine and 
worship, root out of it whatever is a scandal to thy most 
holy religion ; uni*e its professors and enlarge its borders ; 
cspecirliy bless that part of it in, these nations, to which t 
belong ; and ?s in thine infinite mercy, thou hast been 
pleased to vouchsafe ns abundant illumination of thv gospel, 
be pleased to grant, that by our sins, we may not extinguish 
the light of it. ■ 

It flame rbe ministers and stewards of thy mvsterlcs with 
a lively and burning zeal for the conversion of souls. Im- 
press it deeply upon them ; that, “ cursed is he, who doth 
“ the work of the Lord deceitfully ;”--and be pleased, O 
I.ord, to assist them with thy blessed spirit, and to direct 
them (o f!;e use of such means as may be effectual to bring 
al.'oiit. and accomplish that desirable and happy end. 

IV pleased likewise to bless all those our dissenting bre- 
thren of what denomination soever they be, who love the 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity ! Reconcile our hearts to 
them and theirs to us ! Grant, that there may be an end of 
those animosities, and bitteridisputes, which have so long 
and so sadly disturbed the peace, and hindered the unioiv 
of protestants I and grant also that there may be only tliis 
one holy contention between us, whether the ministers out 
of the established church, or they, who are in it, shall la- 
bour most for the glory of our common master, and for the 
salvation of those souls committed to their care, and for 
whom he shed his blood. 

Bless likewise our Sovereign Lord King George, and all 
his royal family ! Make them pure and holy in their lives ! 
raise up an active and vigorous spirit in their hearts, for the 
punishment and rooting out of wickedness and vice, and 
^r the encouragement and maintenance of true religion 
among us. 

And be pleased, O Lord, to give the spirit of wisdom 
to all his counsellors, to the magistrates of all ranks tlirough 
the nation, that they may be enabled faithfully to discharge 
that great trust, which is rcjiosed in them, to thy honor, 
and to the benefit and advantage of his Majesty and the 
nation. 
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Be pleased likewise to ' go fortli with our fl 'ets and ar- 
mies ! bless all their endeavours ajjai st our enemies, ani 
give them success in the day of hartle. 

Have' mercy upon all t' e afflicted members of thv chu''c'h 
whether in rriind, body, or estate. Bttv their condittoi). O 
Lord pity it, and lay no more upon them than ihev are ibie 
to bear, but f;ive them deliverance in thv good appoimed 
'time, if it be tl.y blesscil will- Have comjosson upon jll 
who aie in error, but sincerely s -ek tlie ti uth ; on all .v’>o 
are engaged in sinful courses, and led t.aptsv bv ih('ir iLi> s 
that they may have grace ani sf ngtr- 1 ) !)reak their b >.i !s, 
and on ail those who never piav for tteiri'Clves : () . n 
their eyes, O Lord, and melt tli.*ir st my beans ; a va,; n 
them, though it be even w.t > t I'l iiier, to a se isi'oio fcv ii i ' 
of their sad cond.tion, and for t y mercy’s s.ke suTer th* n 
no longer to sit in darkneS', ana m the shadow of death : 
May they see, bclore it be too 'ate, the danger and mad- 
nes-s of thus living without God in the world. 

4. Finally, O Lord, I desire to return thee my unfeigned 
praises, and thanksgivings, torthe manif>ld expressions of 
thy goodness and loving kintmess to me, and tvj all m n- 
kind ! I bless thee lor my creation, preservation, and all the 
helps and advantages, whi h tiiou hast vouchsafed me Lr 
the obtaining a better ; but above ail for thy ast inisiiing 
love to mankind in Jesus Christ, for all that he hatn doiie. 
and suffered for us, and continues still to do for us by his 
powerful intercession at thy right hand I humbly beseeching 
thee, that I thy servant, together -vith all those who hive 
lived and died in the faith of his holy name, may foil r .v the 
example of his heavenly life, that finally with them I may 
be made a partaker of the merits of his obedience and 
death, in a joyful resurrection t> everlasting life ! 

All these confessions, ‘prayers, supplications, intercession!, 
and thanksgivings, I humbly put up to tlic tnrone of grace, 
in the name and words of our Loid and Saviour Jes ts 
Christ ; who in compassion to uur infirmities hath taugiu uS 
thus to pray. Our fatircr. Sec. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8cc, 
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N. B. T^e above pnver -oav be enhrjTe^ and iraoroved 
as time an'l orrasion shall ofl'cr ; anH It may not be impro 1 
per to remind everv cbrisfian, that the first 'time he makes 
use of it, he ousht to set apart at least half an hour for selli' 
examinatirm, and writing do-vn the sins nt which he finds 
himself guilty.— T he following Sundays he will consider 
what he has written, and thereby form a juflgment what is 
his progress in, or df viati m from, the path, which leads to 
heaven.— Alter havi, g sp.Mit some Sunday evenings in this 
devout exercise, he should be upon his guard lest he be 
tempted to leave it olt.— Oh may he nev -r be tired of such 
a good work : the nvire be p’av's, the more he will have 
strength to persevere. ’ Tis hmnbly hoped that all, who 
reads this, will immedlarelv purclnsethe Earnest [nvitation, 
&c. tlie price of which, ns ha® befor^ been observed, is no 
more than a penny ; — and then, af er having weighed it 
with the attention that a matter of this importance deserves, * 
they will (to use the author's own words) " judge whether 
it be not a seasonable, and a safe measure, which we 
would persuade you to take ; and you will take it if you 
“ are indeed a frijnd to our present happy estahlishmenf in 
“ church, and state — Your l.jve for theui will put you 
upon doing every thing, that lays i.i your power to serve 
them ; and here you have a fair oppormnity, of which if 
“ you make use, it cannot but uo yon service, and may be 
“ a blessing to them.— Erav for' them at the appointed 
“ hour: (namely from eight to nine every Sunday even- 
“ ing.)— -Determine through God’s assistance, that nothing 
“ shall hinder you from joining us.— Break through all en- 
“ gagements, all hinderantes to meet at the throne of 
“ grace, the Lord’s people.— [Consider that God knoweth 
“ Jiis secret ones, and will reward them openly.] — And 
moreover for your encouragement remember, ihrt he, 

“ who sitteth upon the tliionc, is the God who iiiiARKTir 
“ Pr«.ver, and who has invited you {Ps(//m I. (S.) to call 
upon him in the day of tiouhle; so will I hear thee, 

** says he, and thou shall praise mo.”— What a comfjrta- 
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** hir r>rrjin{ e is here to animate every one to make part of 
•• this pra) iiig congregation 1” 


LEllERLXin. 


Tuesday Morning, 


DearSir^ 


^ 1 Should think my ‘ A^'cndship very weak, and 

.9**^*® ® ’ R* ^ fould be ofiended with the freedom, 

for wbith y<!U apf'logize. 1 hose who were anciently unit- 
ed ip the bonos <.f Christian friendship, -had this generous 
sentiment for their motto, — Amicorum * omnia communia, 
pi^aeicr Uxorts. 

1 rejoice with you in the hopeful young gentleman’s re- 
covery ; a pledge, 1 trust, ot his emient proficiency,. and 
extensive u-(futi ess, in the gospel cause. 

I iiequiesce entirely in Dr. C * "’s reaso s ; perhaps, if 
there V as n.ucti cf tire pi. re evangelical peculiarity in the 
ttC'-nmie; dat- rv ver cs, it might be a forbidding citcuin- 
stance t soihe rea«!ers. 

hir. * • * lb vtr. obliging ; his cautions are very friend- 
Jj. 1 will n .( speak so plainly to Mr. VV', as to him. I 
wisii, It It be God’s gracious will, that your little tfeatise 


* I iicj.ds liave every ihir.^ in commOu cxcrptiheir wiveSk 







may be, like Dr. D xldridwe’s works, accepfabic to every 
reader. You see by the expressi )ns I have takeo the li'rer- 
tv to underline, that Mr. * • • sees the great truths vt . 
Christianity inveited, just as wc see objects in a oncave 
speciilum. The good works, according t » his schcne, a^e 
the recommending cause, and the blessed Re 1-e n .■ is ■'* 
only, like the master of the ceremonies, in'relv t» inrro- 
duce them with a good grace. No, we have not s » learn- 
eo Christ : he is our righteousness, as well as oar sanctiio 
crtion. We are accepted in the beloved : “ in him s tail 
“ all the seed ot Israel be justified, and m ni n so >11 t'ley 
** glory.”— '1 his is the epidemical mistake; but I hi>pe 
God will send out his light and his trutn, and rectify our 
misapprehensions. — I dare say, that amiable and accom- 
plished gentleman, that exempidry and shining chri^tidii, 
•that very zealous and successful preacher, Mr. 1'— — u wiii 
be highly pleased to receive the present of ,your tittle trea- 
tise : his good heart will exult to see your open acknow- 
ledgement of Ihe Saviour, whom he ao dearly loves.-i— I 
hope to see you, or hear from you, before you tafee your 
iourney ; and am, with increasing eateem aim adcction. 


) 


Dear Sir, 

Your very affectionate 

and truly sincere Friend, 


James Hexyet. 
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Vear Sister ^ 


I HOPE this v-i!l find mv father better: T hear- 
lily Wish and daily jyi v\ t'lr.t the God of everlasting .com- 
passions may con.fjit l.im under his sorr;jws ; — may sanc- 
tify his affliclion, and restose him to his healt’ii that he may 
recover more spiritual strength before he goes hence, and 
is no more seen. 

I sent my brother some books ; and humbly beseech the 
giver of every good gift to accompany them with his hea- 
venly blessing ; for what he blesses is blest indeed. 

I could be truly glad to hear your complaints are remov- 
ed butif they continue, don’t bedisco&raged. — “ Whom 
*.* the Lord loveth, he chastiseth.’* 'God had but one son 
without sirf, but none without sufferings. Oh j that his in- 
finite goodness may sanctify your tribulations, that they 
may be the means of weaning you from the world, and 
bringing you to Jesus Christ ! you will then one day say 
with the Psalmist, it is good for me, that I have been 
afflicted. 


} am, &c‘. 


JAMES HERVEY. 
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Friday Evening. , 


My dear Friend^ 


As to the^matterof defending me*, I think** Non 
** cst tanti.” I am tfcn thousand times more for your con- 
versing like a .Christian on every occasion ; take all proper 
opportunities of glorifying your divine master, and be 
spreading abroad the savour of his blessed name ; it would 
bring dignity to your character I am persuaded, and would 
command reverence even from gainsayers, if you was some- 
times to make a frank declaration on this head, and act ac- 
cordingly. Don’t scruple to bid your patients seek to God 
for a blessing j when they are reedvered, remind them of 
their obligations to the almighty phy^ ician j and that they 
are restored to health, not for the poor purposes of eating 
and drinking a little more, but to acquaint themselves with 
Christ Jesus j to prepare for eternity } and to make their 
salvation sure. This would be truly graceful j might do 
much good ; and should any one Bnd fault with this prac- 
tice, he must not pretend to the piety of a Christian : he has 
not the religion of an Heath<*n : such an one should re- 
member the conduct, and consider the sentiments of your 
brother Japys. 


Non hecc humanis Opibus, iion Arte magistrd 
Froveniumt ; neque Te, ^Enea, mea Dextera servat : 
Major agit Deus, atque Opera ad tnajora remittit. 

Vio. Mn. Lib. ziif 

Ko mortal work is thii ; no cure of mine 9 
Nor art's effc£l, but dSne by hands divine ;) 

^ *Tis God .£neas to the battle fends ; 

*Tis God preferves bis life, for greater ends. 
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M — , ■ 

' • 
Thanks for your advice about what 1 recomfn’od- d to 
your consideration, and about my own healtii; God has 
been better to me, than my apprehensive heart exiJCcte U 
Oh that so long as I have breath, it may be employ-.*;! to 
his honor, who forgiveth all our sins, and heal tn all our 
infirmities ; and when he heals them not, will niaice the.n 
a blessing. 

Do, my dear friend, persist in a prudent* wav, to h ar 
your Testimony for a mastt'r, woo has b lugh*- you •• it < os 
very life, and intends to make you partaker of In*, even t* 
ing kingdom. If this does you or your’s anv real ii ir n, re- 
proach me with it, when we shall both stan I oi th* pre- 
sence of the whole world, and before the tr.baudi or our 
udge. 


I am Dear Sir> 

Yours most affectionately, 

JAMES HERVEY. 

♦ 

P. S. You tell me that ** your business has lain so wid*, 
and you have been so much hurried this sickly time, that 
“ you have scarcely bad a quarter of an huur »o yo irs.* f 
“ for these last three weeks.” — Oh I my dear friend ! h-iw 
much soever you may be hurried by the di;>ta'ice and tne 
multiplicity of your avocations, don’t f rrget to [>rav fnr that 
wisdom, which is profitable (or useful) t<> * direct us, even 
in the smallest matters, much more in all great and weighty 
affairs. — You, who move in so conspiju )is a sphere, 
large a field of action, must have very parfcular occasi-m, 
very pressing necessity for divine direction; ai.l tieref>re 
that important ejaculation. Direct me, O Loro, aliouid 
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*€»t r» e upporm()st In \our thoughts. — “ Take ye heed^ 
“ w ?«ch and prav,” this is the kind admonition of the bles- 
sed Jesuh, who well knows the human frame, and secs 
how vr;rv faHlc we are to be drawn al^ide by a variety of 
ten ptations with which we are daily surrounded. 


LETTER LWr. 


Dear Sift 


j^S the interval between the hour of our disso- 
lution, and the day of resu rccnon. will, in all probability, 
be very considerable, much longer than the time of our 
continuance on «ar'h, it is a very riasouable and important 
inquiry, to examine imo t e cirtuinstances of this state.— 
The scripture, oui ii.tu iible dircoror, which is (so copious 
upon all the grand articles of reiigion, and; silent upon. no- 
thing that relates to tiie true napJllle.^s ut mankind, has not 
ielt us without information in tms particular. Whereas aj 
other writcis grope in tlie dariv, f ir not one of them has 
been able to uiaw back the Ci^riain, or give us (auy^ the 
least itisiglit into the invi.dbie wo'xld, it is to them, and in 
all their syst«.ms, an absolute I'ena in. oginta ; a^tew of the 
scriptural discoveries may be seen, m the aosvver to the fol. 
lowing queries. 

1st. When the souls, the souls of the righteous, depart 
from the body ; by v' ho.u are tney received r — 'By holy 
angels, 'iiie angels were niiniairing spirits to theui, in the 
days of their Hesh, ami will be their guard and their con- 
voy, when they n linquish it.e tciiitiJv tabcriicicle. Wiien 
Lazarus died, lie* was cairii d by aitgels. — W t)at*a cumfort- 
abie privilege is this! n>>t to be iett solitary and desolate, 
like a shipwrecked manmr on so.r.e unknown coast ; bat 
to be under the gjidaitcc aud proiectiua ut Ui.se ■benevo' 
Ipnt beings! 
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2dlv, In what place are they lodged? — ^This is described, 
not from our ideas of locality, or flnv properties of space, 
but from the society and the enjoyments. It is not very 
material, whether they are above or below, in the heaven 
of heavens (which, I thinV. is most ' probable) or in some 
separate mansion. A disembodied spirit, if under the 
wrath of God, must every where be extremely miserable ; 
if surrounded wi'h his favour, will every where be exceed- 
ingly happy. I'o such a spirit, that has no longer any con- 
nection with scnriihle things, God’s smile mmt be heaven, 
God’s frowm must be he.l. — Wherc-ever this region lies, 
we are sure it lies under the beams of the sun of righteous- 
ness ; Christ is there, and where he is present, happiness 
cannot be alisent. 'rhou shalt be with me, is his promise 
to the f'cnitent ihicf, — Anraham as there, the friend of 
God, and father of the faithful. Lazarus, we are told, was 
carried into Abraham’s bosom ; ^and where he resides y 
were all the children of jGod, and heirs of p,lory dwell, 
there must be pleasures -such pleasures, that the place is 
called Paradise ; thou shah be with me in Paradise: the 
delightful garden of Eden, which the Lord himself planted, 
and which innocent man inhabited, was incomparably the 
finest, noblest spot in this sublunary world ; and this is used 
to give us some faint representation of these blessed abodes, 
where the sculs and spirhs of the righteous remain till the 
shout of the archangel and the trump of God summon, 
them. 

3dly, How soon are they lodged in this desirable situa- 
tion ? — Without delay. I find no mention of any interme- 
diate purgation, or of any period for inactivity and forget- 
fulness. To-day shall thou be with me, is our Lord’s ex- 
pression ; and it is observable, that the Jewish day was 
very near closing, when our Saviour gave up the ghost ; 
nearer strll when that converted malefactor expired. — I 
• have a desire to he dissolved, says St. Paul, and to be with 
Christ i I-ft speaks of liis release from clay, and his intro- 
duction into tlio Redeemer’s piesencc, as instantaneous. 
Nd sooner docs the former commence, but the latter takes 
place. W hat an encouragement is this to fight the good 
fight cf faith, ^nd (inidi our course with alacrity and diU-' 
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gppcc ! since we are nor to wait in wishfil hiir ^is.no Mr.t* 
ed expect?.ti''n : no, t^'* verv memenf our wa:fa e it accom- 
plished. our reward bt ^if s. — Which reniinds roe of anotliet 

• • 

Wlv, W'hat is the condition of holjr souls, in this sepa« 
fate state ? 

1st, They rest f < m their lahoure ; from nil 'he disorders 
that afflirte'^ f 'eir b<>d-es, from allJthe tem nt ri''n . that dis- 
qiiiete!.’ their souls. They are no lo ’ rer ridiculed aud per- 
s. cured by iinijodlv men. 1 hev have n > m )re c mflict with 
the powers r f daVkness and *h -ir own c 'rtnutio.is ; sin a >t 
sorrow cease eternally. Tney are treed, entirely freed, fr ru 

every evil. * 

•i lly, they enter into peace. They have then peace with 
God, peace in their own thmahts. :vme with fellow saints, 
which passeth all understanding — P ice implies a positive 
happiness.— Peace in the scr>ptiir,il languai; ', denotes all 
manner t f blessings, and such is its import in the preceding 
passage. In ti is large extent will it be ma *e good to the 
righteous. When they relinquish the cari!ilv tabernacle, 
the scales of ignorance fall trom their undertakings ; their 
will IS wonderfully conformed to Christ’s ; every weight 
drops ofl' from their afikctions ; anfl their holiness is excee 1- 
ingly confirmed : they are honored with nearer approach 's 
to God, they are favoured with clearer manifestations of ins 
glorv ; they fael richer emanationsof his love ; and are more 
and more transformed into his image ; every dviubt va ishes, 
and they rejoice in the prospect, tlie assured and refiesuing 
prospect of receiving all tie fulness ot their everlas.ing feli- 
city. I said fulness, f r though the felicity of the so.il u.io.i 
its dismission irom mortality is great, is high, is t > us inc -n- 
ceivable: yet it will not be c-. m pleat till the ho i r 
united lo it, re-animated by it. — 1 hen thal w ill n t on y .© 
rescued from corruption, but niuoe like unto C'iri»t s . Jiri« 
ous boily ; will be dignified with divine appr .nation j an 1 
thal before the largest asseu.bly of mori and .in.eu, iiey 
will receive a crovvn of rightcou^itcss, tuc^ wihdiLontiiroiies 
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and juf’ge the apostate angels ; they will then possess the 
kin^idom prepared for them from the foundation of the 
world, 

M'hat is said of the righteous may lead us to some proper 
conceptions with regard to the w eked and their state.- - 
The one is the reverse of the other ; as they were quiet dis- 
similar in their life, in their death they are equally cifferent. 
If the righteous are committed to the care of benevolent 
angels, the wicked it is very probable are abandoned to the 
insults ai d rage of malevolent spirits. If the righteous are 
admitted into mansions of bliss, the wicked are consigned 
over to the places of horror and torment, where is ail the 
misery, which is expressed by weeping and wailing ; all 
that self-condemnation and anguish, which is expressed by 
gnashing of teeth. If the righteous enjoy the calm of unin- 
terrupted tranquility, and the light of perpetual sun-shine, 
the wicked are reserved in chains of datkness unto the 
judgment of the great day ; wearied by their own ungo- 
vernable passions, stung by eager bui unsatisfied desires, 
haunted by a stern upbraiding conscience. — In a word, 
u bile the righteous are look'ng for that blessed hope, and 
the glorious appearing ©f the great God, and their Saviour 
Jesus Christ, they are tre©ibling under the dismal apprehen- 
sious of that dreadful day, when Jesus Christ shall be re- 
vealed in flaming fire. 

J add only a remark on that text of St. J^hn, to which 
we are so much obliged in this inquiry, “ messed are the 
“ dead which die in the Lord,” See . — The Lord must cer- 
tainly signify, the Lord Jesus (’hrist. — To die in him, must, 

1 iliiiik, imply dying in his taidi, so as to be one with him ; 
interested in his mercy, renewed by his spirit, and conforra- 
t'd in soine prevailing degree to his image. May this be 
the state of our souls, while we live here, and when we de- 
part hence. Tht-n that will he tulfilled to our unspeakable 
and eternal comfort, which is spoken by another apostle, 

'lo me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 

Yours most affectionately, 

JAMES HER VEY. 
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LETTER LXVIL 


Dear Sir, 

Your observations are perfectly just, and Or. 
Doddridge’s remarks are admirably judicious ; his alterati- 
ons are indeed excellent a||[t charming. Oh ! may they be 
equally expressive on me, as I transcribe them, and on all 
V ho may hereafter read them I many most solid and valua- 
ble corrections has the doctor already made in my little 
piece ; but, in my opinion, those are beyond them all ; I 
cannot but wish he had leisure, to have went through the 
whole which is improving strokes ; but, as the business of 
his academy, and ministry, is so various, and so important, 
1 cannot prevail with myself to make such a request-: I 
will try, and do the best I can, to proceed on the plan, 
which he has formed, and to tolbw (magno licet mtervallo) 
the example he has set. Be so good as to make my most 
gr'teful acknowledgments: lei your tongue speak, f >r real- 
ly my pen cannot write, how greatly I am obliged to him. 
1 will venture to turn, what was used tor nerly as an imjjre- 
cation, into a wish and a blessing on this occasion, “ may 
“ God do so to him, and more also !” 

-—Oh that our writings may be accompanied with the 
blessed spirit ; and that the spirit of our writings may be 
operative on our hearts, and apparent in our conversation I 

Your most afiectipnate Friend, &c. 

James Hervey, 
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LETTER LXVIIL 


Wcston-FaveU, Saturday Mor^ 


My dear Friend^ 

I Thought of you in a particular manner on 
Thursday, being the sad anniversary on which your late ex- 
cellent Lady resigned this life j and at the same time X 
thought on those tender lines, 

Jamque Dies, ni tailor adest ; qae*n semper aceabum^ 
Semper honoratum, sic Dii voluistis, habebo *. 

Virg. Mn, Lib, V. 

• 

I cannot but take notice of the wisdom and piety ot my 
f.ivourite poet, he tea''hes his hero to resolve all afflictive 
and dark dispensati or s, into the gracious will of God , and 
to derive his cor-.('lation from this belief. Sic Dii voluistis 
is a sort of iniita:nm oi the good old priest Eli, “ It is the 
“ Lord : Let him do what seemeth him good.” It is not 
much unlike die exen plary acknowled;; nent of t.ie Patri- 
arch Job, “ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, 
“ Dlc'-sed be the i.ame ot the L>rd !” 

1 am thankful for your i-rest nt ot Vanierii Prcedium rus’ 
ticum. It is a very beau fil t' cee : Uni I .'gilw sc.undus 
the most elegant anti correct Latin composition, tiiat I ever 
met with among the nr » .orn-;. 

1 have no fault to hilt , an ! no aji . i -ition to offer, with 
regard to the little tr.-ct, iViii«,.i ; u surmut to my correcii- 


• The Englifh of wS ch is — ‘ v ihc f i .«• iL'Isf not is at wliich (fuch hat 
.<* l.ecii the will of aesvcii; I Haass sivyays aw^vaut a ctay iurruw, aiwa^i a day to he he* 
“ Aoied." 
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m-: 

on — But what shall f sar, to mv dearfrienH himself? Oh! " 
vhat opportunities of doing good, substai tial and immortal 
good, do voii lose, do you squander awny ! 0|>portijiiitie8, 
that are living from you upon t‘ e swif '•sr wings of time ; 
and wht ti 01 oe gore, sr-’: r.over to be recov red. — I don't 
so n uch as tl.ii.k of your neglerting bu ine S; but do let 
the world s(<, d t bti'‘’ness may he managed, great busi- 
rrss rranagfd. and u t Christ, aru- eternal ages not forgot, 
L. t men see, that the C( P'forti: * f Christianity, the privile< 
gt s ot ti'C gotpei. are so tiuiy tU ligh'ful, as to be the most 
etiectual s -vere'gn ri fresh., ei t, under the fatigues of a 
burihcnsr me eni.il‘>v. I nus d< in?, you would be a credit 
and high n cumnisndati jn to religion ; and blessed would 
jou be, if your master, when he coineth, should find you 
So doing. — You will excuse m' freedom ; and in return, f 
v/iii I f.t cease to pray, “ t at tiie love of Carist may con- 
“ bit am 3 Cor. v. 14, 

I am, 

, « 

Dear Sir, 

Tour very ailectionatc 

and truly sincere Friend, 

JAMES IJERVEY; 


LEi'J Eli LALY. 


Tuesday Mommg, 

My very dear Friend^ 

Well mi.’ht Dr Poddridge say, ** that in 
‘‘ Saurtn's sermons, the cxccUutcies of DemotUienes and 
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*• Ctcero were united.” — Never did I meet witli any thin^ 
equal to the passages which the D >rtor was so obliging as 
to translate, purposely to give me so-ne ideas of this cels 
brated writer. — He seems to have understood the gospel 
well, and all the powers of oratory were combined in him, 
— I dare say he preached from his heart, and the grac • - f 
God accompanied his words. — If I have been so mu.h 
affected merely by this desultory translati )n, h ).v ranch 
more should 1 be transported, was I (l.ke you) sufficiently 
skilled in the F'^enc'i language to read the original itself. 
Umirtn it seems was a protestant, and I am told that ia 
Holland, where he exercised h’s ministry, the streets were 
so crowded for several hours b>'f )rc the service began, t lat 
*twas very difficult to gain admission.- -Is it not astonishing 
that the sermons of so pftpular a preacher, and so e 'linenc 
a writer, should not as yet have been put into an Em^lisfi 
dress ? — But ih s I presume is owing to tiiC dilficulty of do- 
ing justice to an author of his extraordinary genius. — I am 
well aware that few arc equal to such an undertaking, but 
it there was a spirited translation ot th:se animating ser- 
mons, published in weekly numbers, they woul 1 b * well 
received, and might, through the divine blessing, be the 
means of doing much good to the community. 

1 have been enabled, blessed for evet be God 1 t ) per- 
form my office, and preach to a crouded congregation — • 
“ Jesus said the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovtst 
" thou me ?” was my text. Oh that t may be the power 
of God to the salvation of the hearers! — 1 hope, my disor- 
der in my head, and pain in my teeth, are not increased, 
though 1 felt the cold air breath upon my face ; for the 
church was so thronged, that it was not practicable to shat 
the door. Oh 1 for f^aith in the almighty guardian, the al- 
mighty physician ! 

This, 1 presume, will find you safely returned from Zion- 
don to your own habitation ; but though co ne b ick to youc 
resting place, yet more and more sen.iDie tiiat we are bu 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 

X hope ere long to see you at f'Vestoit s for X can assure 
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you, mv dear Sir, that amongst the many, many friends*- 
wtio dcarlv love you, no one can have a more alFectionato 
regard for yOu than 

Your very affectionate 

and truly sincere Friend, 

JAMES HEKVEYi 

LEI TER LXX. 


Saturday Morning* 


Sly very dear Friend, 

I M AVE no heart to take any medicines. All 
but Christ is t ) me unprofit loie ; blessed bi Go-t fjr par- 
don and salvation through his blood ; let me prescribe this 
cordial for my dear friend. 

Mav your health be renewed as the eagle’s, though mine 
has long been lading as a leaf! and may we both from our 
hearts adore the di pensatims of our God and Saviour, 
which, though to us ward very different, are in all respects 
very good. ' 

We w ere drinking tea yesterday ; and I heard one of 
the comp:inv say, to whom you had given IVishoj) Wilson 
on the Sucre merit — rhis is Dr. S " *’s gift. O i ! that God 
may give liim, to eat the flesh, and drink the blood of 
ebrist [ anti to live by faith on the unsearchable riches of 
a Redeemer I — then we shall ere long, eat bread and 
drink new wine together, in the kingdom ot our fa- 
tiier. 
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I h«ve not yet wroie xo Bidckford ; but the affair vou 
des red me t > inquire about, shall not be f)rj50t when I 
next wr te thither. — Can you excuse my dilatory proceed- 
ii p r Business, to my languid spirits, is like the sons of 
Juak to the Isruelitish spies, so forbidding and so formida*^ 
ble. 

The reasons you urged, I have considered ; I really 
know not how to act — May the unerring God vouchsafe 
to guide a poor s nner. — Now, where is iny faith in that 
divine pron.ise, “ In all thy ways acknowledge hi n, an ' he 
“ will eir».ct thy paths f” ’ I is scarcely so much as a grain 
of the s.nallest seed : blcased Jesus increase it in us 
both. 

— Do you, as you formerly did, commit your way unto 
the Lord, and beseech him to bring it to p i-.s ? iMv dear 
friend, let us look more unto God ; for we have a Iriend ui 
the coart of heivenj we have an advoccUo wiio tae faitier, 
Jesus Christ the righteous, 

J am, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours most aflectionately, 

• ' JJAMF.S Ili'.RVia 


LErrER Lxxr. 


J)ear V/>, 

Your veiy kind present is come to oar han I-, 
aid has made its aopearance. 

All I can say is, m iv the Lar.l supply you'" ev-’fv n'cd 
(bf)th bodily and spiritually) according to his riches in g!')ry 
by Christ Jesus. 
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I am sorrv, my brother wrote so warm a letter to Mr. 
A — V about his attempt to purcha-e the closes at Weston, 
wh-ch lie so commodious for us — I'he tcorld’s maxim is, 

“ Catch as catch can.” But our Saviour’s direction is, 
be anxious for nothinj;.” — Never fear, but we shall make 
a shift without these closes to pass through the wilderness, 
and arrive at th.e heavenly Canaan. Were not your thoughts 
upon that eternal horre, when you attended Mr. L* * *'s 
corpse to the t( mb ? One of the texts, to which I directed 
my people on Sunday was * 2 Car, v 1. and whicli, I hope 
the omnipresent God is now impressing on their conscien- 
ces, and mixing with faith. 

The elegant Paturculus 1 here return ; and the evangeli- 
cal Marshall I recommend to your repeated perusal. I 
wish you studied him more, for then you would 1 ke him 
better than you seem to do at present t you own there are 
many excellent directions in him ; and those parts, which 
you now think obscure, would not appear so on a more in- 
timate acquaintance with the author. 

I am glad to hear such a character of Mr.* *. I hope 
you will be an instrument in our Ix)rd’s hand, of impr iving 
bis valuable dispositions, of ripening the man ol honor, in- 
to tlic servant of Christ. — I think Dr. Akenside f has, if not 
spoiled his ode, much injured the dignity and beauty of his 
stntiments, by writing in <^/wrnvcrb’ measure, and sometimes 
in his drawling style. — While he doth Riot’s Orgies.hap- 
ly share.” — Tor an ode, where we expect all the harino- 
Tiv of numbers, and the highest polish of language, tnis 
manner surely is improper. — 1 keep it a little longer, per- 
haps it n'l.T, please better on the second reading. 

— I wish you and your lady much joy at Christmas, or 
ratlur alj jo in Ca rist He is come, he is come to judge 
the earth; to do that for ensi.ved and ruined mankind, 
whicli the lieroic judges of old did for Israel — to deliver 
them from bondage, and establish them in gpeace. Is not 


* W'c l<nov If our er Hy ho »fe of tliis taUrnncIc were diffolvcd, wehave a build- 
h?'; of God, an lioufc not m, c with hands, etarunl in the heavens. 
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this the sense of Psal. xcvl. 11, 12, 13. — Ah ! what p’rty ! 
t’lat, while so many heroes are c ‘lebrited, Jesus the desire 
of I'ations, and the brightness of the father’s glory, should 
be totillv disregarded. Thou high and holy one, sincf 
authors of genius with-hold the tribute of praise, glorii thy 
name by a worm, by impotence, by 

Your obliged Friend, 

JAME? HERVEy, 


LETTER L\XIL 


Weston, June 7, 175tt. 

Reverend and dear Sir. 

DoN’T you take it amiss, that I have answered 
your last kind letter no sooner ! I h.ive such a multiplicity 
of epistolary engagements, and such a poor pittance of 
strength, that I cannot be so punctual in my acknowledg- 
ments, as my friends may expect, and as 1 myself wish. 

You desired to see Mr. Boyse’s letter to me: — I here 
inil ^e it j and it should have been sent to your earlier, 
but I could not find it amidst the confused heap of my pa- 
pers till yesterday - I am veiy sorry to hear he is so ill, as 
there is little probability of expecting any thing lurther 
from his masterly pen. — I really think his little poem, in- 
titled Deity, (in which he is not unmindful of the great 


• See Letter XXXVIII. Vol. I, 
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Kedcemer) is fis useful atifl 6ne a piece of poetry as most 
in the English language. — I *0 muc!) admire it, that I have 
insensibly as it were got it by heart. God grant that it may 
be influential on every reader. 

1 was reading the other day a enri nis book wr'tt'*n by 
Mr. Fleming, and entitle<l, 77/e FnlfiUhix of the Scriptures 
completes in which I met with a valuable (] rotation from 
JLn/lier's letter to Mrlaucilion, who was then in much an- 
guish on the apparent h;<znrds of those times. “ If this 
(says Luther) he the cause of God, and not of man, then ail 
the burthen shoul 1 be ca»t on him. Why dost thou afflict 
and torment thyself, seeing God h.ath given his sou for us? 
”Why do we tremble or fear ! w’iil he forsake fts in smaller 
things, who hath given us so great a gifr ? — Is Satan strong- 
er than God ? — Should w'e fear the world, which Christ 
has overcome ? If the cause we contend for be not tire 
truth, let us change ; but if the cause be holy and just, wliy 
do we not credit the promi'C and faithfulness of G )d. — It 
is certain Satan can reach no farther than this present life, 
but Christ rcigneth for ever, under whose protection the 
truth now is ; he will not tail to be with us unto the end — 
If he be not with us, I beseech yon tell me where he shall 
be found ? — If we be not of his church, do you think that 
the Bishop of Home and our adver-sa: ies are of it ? W«; are 
indeed sinners, but Christ is true, whose cause we have in 
hand ; which he has hitherto maintained without onr co.in- 
tiel, and so he will do unto the end.*’ — Mr, Fleming then 
justly observes, lh.it Luther on Ciirist, when all visi- 

ble props broke under him. 

U hat animating considerations rire these under all the 
discouragi jnciits we may meet va ilh in our ministerial la- 
bours r — How docs the work cf the Lord prosper in your 
hand ? May you be in this respect as a fruitful bough oy 
the wall ; may your people sit under your shadow vviM 
great delight, and your fruit be sweet unto them ! 

I am, <Sc. 


JAMES HERVEY. 
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The following is a genuine cony of Mr. Boys^’s * letter ta 

Mr. Hervey. 


Reverend and dear Sir^ 


“ For vniir fender admonitions and excellent 
** advice^ I am truly indebted to you ; a*^ they discover a 
<< ^Teperoup and com|^assionatc concern f 'r my better part. 

1 bless Ci^ I have re'^son to bopf', t^ at great work is 
“ not to do ; for of all the marks ot infatintions I know 
** am. ngst men, their can be none equal tj that of trusting 
•' to a r/er//A M repentance. 

I do not pretend to viiidicate my own conduct — nor 
“ can I ever forgnt 'he vciy christ’an sense ot iny condition 
and irisfortunc:-* vvh.ch (notw thvtanding all my misbe- 
“ haviour' you hcive so pntheiically expro^^cd — I'he follies 
** of my vouth have furni:ihcd a plentiful harvest of reflec* 
“ tion for my latter years. 1 have bern now fora long 
time in a manner buried from the world, so it has been 
my cncle vour to spend ihat time in lamenting my past 
“ errors, and in pursuing a course of life void of otfeiice to- 
wards God. and man. 

‘‘ 1 have learnt to trust in God as my only pf>riion ; to 
bless him for liis tatherly corrections, which have been 
much gentler tliaii inv demeiit; and by whicii I have 
been taught to know /)////, and niLUcW ; liis infinite mer- 
cy and goodness; mv own ingratTude and unwort liness^ 
so that 1 may trulv sav with liic reuirning prodigal, ‘fa- 
rher, I have sinned against heaven, and ag.iij:si thec, and 
“ am jio more worthy to be called ihy son.* 


* Mr* Boyfcclicil foon pftej ht* \vr.)tp fhis letter to Mr. II*rvpv — Flis p Kvti entitled 
DcMy( paileu ihiough Icvciai wdiiiuu.'', iiiiLi Wito pi.LlvU l>)’ Jtlyi-crLi iii WiirwtCK-JLanc, 
firce one Shilling. • 






** My health is in a very orecarious state ; and the great- 
“ efi hopes of recovery I have (which are very srnall) arise 
“ from warm weather and the country air. — I thank God 
** I am absolutely resigned to his holy and blesse 1 will. I 
have seen enough of the vanity and folly of earthly 
thihgs, and how insufficient they aie to satisfy the desires 
** of an immortal soul. I am sei.sible of my own wretch* 
** edness and nothingness ; and that my onlv hope of salva- 
** tion is through that blessed Redeemer, wh > died to save 
** lost sinners.- This is my rock ol hope against an ap- 
“ proaching eternity. 

** May you long, Sir, taste those true and pj|fading plea-. 
** sures, which attend (he practice of rel’gion and virtue ; 
“ and may you, by your shining example, be a means of 
*' turning many to righteousness : this is the sincere and 
ever grateful wish of 

** your most obliged, and 
“ faithful servant, 

“ S. Boyse'" 


LETTER LXXIII. 


Dear Sir, 

T. HE following Is an extract of a letter, wrote 
ty a young creature; lab.)U'-ing under an incurable distem- 
per, and languishing in the near approaches of death. 

“ / am at this time more happy than toagm canexpress.— 
** Never did I feel so much of *he love of Chtisf shed abroad 
** in my heart, as now, lie has given me full assurance 
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•< Ihiil he has ml of love to my soul east all my sins bMut 
- Us hock. (Is»iah xxxviii. n j-4nd ok Uehy ueed mar 
death, u hen the stiug Is taken asoay h-So I though I am 
•• a smner. sud / hose an advocate toM the lather: and 
« though while / continue in tins vile body, 1 fear, / shall 
« too Often srieve him, yet is his love still fne same ; which 
« makes me abhor myself, that ever I should sin against so 
kind, so (ompassionate a Saviour. 

S e by THIS how the poor receive, how the poor believe, 
and liow the poor adorn the gospel of God our Saviour.— 
1 HI* has indeed no great authority to dignify it, no flowers 
of eloquence to recommend it nothing but the transpa* 
rent sincerity, and the native sublimity of its piety It 
breaths liowever the very spirit, which I long to attain ; 
and though it comes from a person in low life and ot no 
education, yet 1 believe few, even amongst the names 
ot highest distinction for wit, genius, and learning, will be 
able in tl e same circumstances, to exercise the same mag- 
nanimity of mind. — 

I am. 


Dear Sir, 


■your very affectionate 

and truly sinccre'^Fricad, &c. 


LETTERS. 




LEll'ER LXXIV. 


My dear] Fneiidt 


1 TRULY sympathise with you in all your cala- 
mities ; hul to be afflicted more or less is the common lot 
of ('od'x fcople ; and it is frequently their fate to be exer- 
cised with frowning providences in a remarkably grievotis 
manner. — Under snrli circumstances we should suggest 
soft hints of admonition, with the same friendly intention 
as actuated the Prophet Jeremiah, when he addressed this 
exhortation to his countrvmen, “ Let us search and trv our 
** ways, and, if we are tound delinquents, turn again unto 
the Lord,” {^Lament, iii. 4.)' — We should likewise 
each other by observing that God, who heareth prayer, has 
“bowels of everlasting compassion, and does not willingly 
afflict the sons of men ; that this adorable God has given 
bis all glcrious son to be a bleeding sacrifice for our sins j 
and that, if he with-held not his son, his only son, but de- 
livered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him 
freely give us all things ? — Jll things, that pertain to life 
and godliness ; to subsistence here, and salvation for ever. 
Prompted by the infinite benignity of his nature, and en- 
gaged by his inviolable promise, he never faileth those, 
that seek him — Oh how ready is he to give his holy spirit ! 
to give all happiness to those, who with an humble since- 
rity will apply to him j infinitely more 7 'eady than toe are 
to give our children a morsel of bread to save them from 
perishing with hunger.- -7 Aere arc indeed comfortable con- 
siderations, and are the strongest reasons why we should 
continually be making our requests known unto him. 

* I fear Mr. Sm — h the builder, is a very bad man, and 
too justly deserves the natne'you give him. — Labourers I 
am told are distressed by his neglecting to pay them j 
which 1 can assure you very much grieves me j nor is it in 
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mv power to redress them I vvish it 'was:— they should 
soon see what it is to have to do with one, “ who naiffeth 
“ the name of Christ.” (2 Tnn.W. 19 ) 

Please to lend me Dr, Squh'es's IniVfference for Religion 
Inexcuseable — 1 mightily like the title of it ; and I hope if 
will be an antidote against the fashionable and growing 
indifference to n ligion. 

Did you ever see a shilling poem entitled The B title of 
the Sexes? Tis wrote in the spirit of Spenser, and is indeed 
one of tlie prettiest things I ever met with. — But it is very 
evi lent that the author has taken his plan fron Fletchers 
Purple Island*. 'Fhe. celebrated Pitt of Neto College, who* 
translaied Virgil and Vida, has wrote a complimentary 
copy of verses, which are prefixed ; a specimen of which t 
have here selected to shew you the nature of it. 

What mufe but fo judly could dirplay^ 

<< Th’ embattl’d mailliall’d in array ? 

“ liitl the rang’d appelitea in order moyc. 

{ Lap. z figure, and a fliapc to lovt f 
“ 'I o airy notions folid forms difpenfe ! 

And make our thoughts the images of fenfe I 

Dilcover all this rational inacliine, 

“ And fliow the movements, fprings, and wheels wltlnn/^ 

As I was looking yesterday at 'my preface to the new 
edition of Jenk's Meditations, I observed in the catalogiic 
of his works, thg,t, either through iny own, or the Printer's 
negligence, two little pieces are o.nitte 1 ; one of them m 
his “ Serious Thoughts on the* wonderf j1 Ci h 1 ,” which is 
very useful in assisting us to form proper not.ons of the dij 
vine perfections : the other is his Glorious Victory of Cii is- 
tity, exemohfied in Joseph's hard conflict, and happy es- 
cape. — ’Tis a pity, that this little piece is not more regard- 


• See tha fifty letter in this volume. — Compare feveral of the perr<7nifiecl viitues and 
vice* depi^ed by Fletcher in his Purple Idaiid, (Cauto vi, Co Canto ;cii ) wit.hiomcof 
Choic drawn by chc Aucht r of the Baltic of the Sc*c»tf 



4^1 




ed,by parents^ as 'fis perhaps the best * thing ot its size, 
eveii^wrote on the subject, and ought to be put into the 
hands of ail people; for, as St. Jgustm justly ob- 

serves, Intar omnia Certamina Chrishanorum ditriora sunt 
Pioelia Castiiatii i twni ibi continua Fugna,‘S( ra'o Victor 
ria f — 11 another edition of Jenk's A editations should be 
demanded ; and if it should please Cod to take me to him- 
se/J befc.r that time, I here desire the favour of you to see, 
that these two little tracts be inserted in the catalogue of 
Mr. Jenk’s writings, given in my preface to that book 
bv,. * . 


Dear Sir, 

Vours mostadectlonately, 

[JAMES HERVETl. 


• riie price of JcnV.*i ViAory of Chaflity is a fliillin^ only ; and very fit for thofci 
have htlle Icilijre tor reading; but the coin vlttdl trcaiile of ihiit kind is the rclebiated 

OilcrvaldSon I’licleanuels ; wherein the nature ot it is c.isnIidLTcd, the eaiiit-^ andcoiile- 
(ji.cnccsuf it; and likewtle the dunes ot Inch as arc uinici tin- ginli ot it; to which is 
added, a diicourle conccnniig the nature of challity, and the means of obtaining iu 

♦ The meaniniT of which is, *• amfdfl all the various and ftarn encounters in the chrif- 
“ lian wai larf, and attacks o* our cliait.iy aic pcrliapv the molt formidable, as the Conib< 

19 flrenuous and a complete v*flory being lately oUaiv^d.'' 




LETTER L\XV. 


Weston- Favell, August 15, 1756. 

Dear Sir, 

Yesterday i received the favour of your 

letter ; — was sur[)rised to find von so near me ; and griev- 
ed to hear of the occasion. ()':i ! that both of us giay be 
enabled to .cast all our care the Aliiiis'hty ! for surely, 
he who gave — not an ar.h-angcl — not a world — but ////«• 
self , — his most blessed selfitr our sms — surely he careth 
for us. 

Yes, dear Sir; I think from my very heart, that the ^antl 
controversy which the kihg of heaven has with our nation, 
IS for oiir prevailing contempt of his most acliirable son Je- 
sus Christ. A gitr, compared with which every thing in 
earth or sky, is lighter than dust ‘upon the scale. A gift, 
by which an omnipotent and eternal CJod not only demon- 
strates, but commands his love. Matcliless then and un- 
speakable must it be! — See ' ho v the Prophet Isaiah ex- 
ults and triumphs in his glorious gift. Witn an ardour of' 
gratitude, and with a transport ot delight, he cries ; “ To 
“ us a child is born ; to us a son is given iti whose per- 
son is a (iiifnily, and in who-.e I'ii^liteoiisiifss an elHeacy, in- 
finitely .'•urpassiiig the oovver of tlio.ignt. .\nd should not 
such a gilt be tne darling topic of our conversiition ; be tlie 
avowed glory .and the general joy of our nation ? Yet 
strange to tell 1 allliclive to observe ! th's divinely excel- 
lent gilt is forgot, is rejected, or treated with the most celd 
i'>dilk‘rence. Where are the people, who mention it, or can 
bear to hear it mentioned in ttieir tom latiy ? 1 istead ot 
being in raptures at the snun I, are they not disgusted and 
chajirined ? — And does not^Ciod beiiolJ all tins ? Did lie 
ever receive so horrid an aiifont, or is it possible tor his 
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creatures to act a more cortumelious and disdainful part ? 
But whither am I running ? — Pardon me, dear Sir, pardon 
my full heart~my w'ounded heart — which has concurred 
to aggravate this crying iniquity. — Oh that its invj\,riable 
language, for the future, may be ; God forbid, that I should 
glory, or rejoice, or confide, save in the cross of Christ Je- 
sus my Lord : in him 1 have pardon of my sins ; in him I 
have peace with God ; in him I have eternal life.- There- 
fore “ him first, him last, him midst, and without end,” * 
will I remember, acknowledge, celebrate. 

Now you are come so far, could you not make a little 
farther excursion ? Could not you fivour us with your com- 
pa- y ^ Wcslon ^ where you would find a plain house and. 

. a faithful heart open to receive you-- 1 have no news from 
the literary world ; and my orders to my Bookseller are 
few.' — But having occasion to write, not long agi, to Am* 
ster^m, I sent for all my favourite author’s works : iVilsius. 
1 mean } the polite and pious Witsius. — My Bookseller is 
leprint'ng, in two volumes at my desire Meditations ; 
which i .oropose to recommend by a prefatory address to 
the public. — Let me soon hear from you, if I cannot see 
YOU ; and rnay your letter be in every sense an cvange» 
list. 


Your obliged Friend, 

JAMES HERVEY. 


* Milton. 


LETTER*. 


494 


LEITER LXXVI. 


Weston- FavdU April 28 , 175 ' 


What has my dear friend been speaking for 
the honor of him, who saved his life from destruction ? — 
How are you ? — How is your Lady after your great fright t» 
and greater ■ deliverance ? — Calm, now, I trust, and no 
emotions in your mind, but of gjatitude to the great pre- 
server of men, who kept all your bones, so fliat not one of 
them is broken. 

Now,- 1 hope, you will be steadily and uniformly serious. 
You see, God warns you, yet spares you. To others, he 
has appointed such dangers |as befel you yesterday, to be 
the messenger of death ; to you, he has designed them only 
as an admonition of lov^ hear then your Preserver’s 
voice. No longer delay to secure your salvation : be zea- 
lous (I mean discreetly zealous) for your Saviour ; and for 
that gospel, which you understand better that most of our 
clergymen — How can you refuse to speak boldly for such 
a master , and to devote yourself to his service in earnest, 
who forgives all your backslidings, watches over you with 
tuch tender compassion, and waits (yea waits) to be gra- 
cious UNTO you. 


+ Dr. S— ' — of N n was drivin*^ hie wife in a Angle horfc chair, when the liorrefud- 

denly took fright, and flung his hinder !■ gover one ot the Ihafis. jull by the Ada of a very 
deco ditch; being thus entangled, and a h gh mcUlrd horfc, he kicked with all imaginary, 
fniy, and fcteral times his hoofs came w thin a hair’s breadth of their heads; >- 'Phey call- 
ed in vim on their fervant wlio had loitered lichind, and they mull koLli have inevitably 
bcen dartiid to pieces, had not the horlcl: y the violence of Ins kicking, broke the harnef.-., 

bar, and (hafts, and thus fortunately difci angled himfclf I'hii accident happened near 

Mr, Hervey’i houfe at Wcilon-favell, to which they then went# 
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My dear friend, may the Lojd Jesus turn M^both to him- 
sel?, who is our refuge, our salvation, and all our hope j- 
who should be our boast, our triumph, artd all cmr joy, 

I long to see yrur amiable friend the Reverend Mr. 
Dyer's poem on Fleece^ — I suppose he will make you a 
present ot it. — When you have done with it, please to send 
it me, — I hear it is to be sold at five shillings, which I can» 
not afford to give for it. 

In your last letter you asked me for two guineas, out of 
my charity purse, for our very deserving and very distiessed 
friend. — Indeed it is quiet exhausted ; — nay I don’t think 
I have a single guinea in the world, even for my own use ; 
though I forbear every unnecessary expenee, and want 
many of the little conveniences of life, that I may be ena- 
bled to succour the worthy servants of Christ. — I have 
agreed to go halves with Rivington in the profits of my 
book ; and J always make it a maxim, not to give till I 
have gotten. — “ Be just, before you are generous,” is your 
own rule too.- If the Lord pleases to prosper my work 
I will very readily communicate to the comfort of such 
worthy objects, as you may thiq|| proper to recommend to 
the charity of, my dear friend. 

Your most obliged, and 
. faithful servant, 

JAMES HERVEY. 


♦ The ricfcc, ii cieg nf and corruft poem in fwui books, written by Mr Oyee, whO 
publiOicd ilie celebrated oocm on the Ruin* of Rome, at which place h-.- lived many years* 
He wat Originally a paiiiier, and aiicrwards rctlor of Cathorp, ia Leicelierlhire — He yttfi 
rear lwfe^t^y years in Flcere- 
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Dear Sir, 

Mr . A/o.w Browne I think, thirteen chit* 
dfpn. One is settled in the world ; and a friend of h>s has 
taken another for his clerk, gratis. — We oropose to put 
out one of his daughters to some decent business ; bv which 
she may have the means of getting her livelihood. — He 
has been at a great exoence poor man ! by the sickness of 
his familv. — Your contribution on this occasion will be ac- 
ceptable. Dr. ihas offered to augment the collection ; 

and Mr. * » * I arn sure will readily add his charitable 
assistance, especially if you recommend the cas**. 

— Vv'e are in daily expectation of our friend H. I wish, 
yr-u could make up the triumi'irule of the s>uests. At all 
our social interviews, our nevvs is fetclied fro.n the B'ble ; 
Christ is the monarch, and heaven the country, on which 
we discourse ; oh ! that I may be enabled to imp’ 0 ''e these 
precious opportunities I not be like Pharaoh's lean kine, 
destitute of growth, though crammed with pl uity ! — my 
flock would have been peculiarly delighted, to have heard 
your voice in the pul(iit; they would have hung on vo.ir 
lips ; and I verily believe, the words wouH not have b.*en 
in vain in the Lord, There’s no expedient so effectual to 
warm our hearts as an unremitted endeavour to awaken 
the love of a bleeding Saviour in the breast of others. 

I am truly grieved at the account of yourself. You 
know who has said, “ I will heal their backslidings and 
love them freely j” and dare we by giving way to unbe- 
lief make the God of truth a liar ; Hear the words of the 
Lord .spoke by Jeremiah, Ch, iii. 12, “ Return thou back- 
sliding Israel, and I will ^not cause mine aivger to Hi 


Q 
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Upon vou, only nchiowledse thine iniqu’ties which thou 
“ hi<^t transgressed a'’a’nst the Lord thy God.” 

R' Commend Jenk'f J'u tory of Chaatify to Mr. , and 

t' il him, that though tlie lusts of the flrsh are inveterate 
enen ies, \et tliree methods mav be prescribed for a victory 
over t! em. 1. A bcl'eving appi c ri m of the h*eileemer*s 
death. 'I’he saints in glorv, ni'ce men of I'ke passions with 
ourselves, overcame through the blood of il)e lamb: he 
bare cur sins in his own body on the tree, that we being 
dead unto sin, might live unto righteousness. 2. An ha* 
bitual reliance on the .v/»‘r/V of God If ye, through the spi* 
lit, do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall l/ve. Christ 
by his spirit acts on our depraved, pullutted hearts, as a re- 
finer’s fire, and as fuller’s soap 3. improvement of the 
divine promises. God has given unto us exceeding great 
and precious pjomises ; that by these we might be partak- 
ers of a divine nature, having escaped the corruption that 
is in the world through last. 

These tell Mr. to lay up in his memory ; on these 

let him meditate ; and plead them before our heavenly fa- 
ther in Irtquent, earnest prayer. And then let him be of 
good comfort, the blessing of Garf will be his portion. Gad, 
a troop shall overcome him, but he shall overcome at the 
last. See Gen. xlix. 19. 

Our dear friend presents his love ; and wishes you may 
be very zealous for the Lord God of hosts.- -You liave con* 
{.taritly an interest in my best prayers, but 1 am utterly un- 
worthy to api roKth the immacolate purity and infinite ho- 
liness of the (.peat God ; — yet bUsiCd be his adorable name 
fi r Jfsus Clijist.— Oh I let us fly to Christ. “ I’urn ye to 
“ tois siroiii^ hold ye piisoners of hope.” Let us cast pur 
every burthen upon t ie Lord Redeemer ; have access into 
ti c holiest ihroug'i his jirecious blood ; and trust in his 
ever acceptable iulercession ; for be intercedes (delightful 
truth !) he intvicedcs for Tramsgriissors. 


Your obliged Friend, 

JAMtS IIERVEY. 
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LETTER LXXVIir. 


Dear^Sift 

Mr . ITayxvard and Nfr. Pyke's Cafes of Con~ 
9c>ence, arc printed in two voln ne-;, die first of ivhic'i I 
viH If and here send you. 1 return you S'noKctt's Ihs- 
torif of y.ii<rland and West's Pindar with thanks. I low 
emi'fv all the,-,e fyolite pieces appear, comnared with the. 
sai led page ! M;i\ this delight our taste, for this afene cari 
ct.mf rt f ur heart. — What I proposed to wr te relating to 
the suliject rf Pisitin'^ on Sundays*, was executed the be- 
gii ning of last week : yet to say the truth 1 am in some 
measure backward to propagate and enforce it ; beca.ise, 
till people begin to taste something of the love of God, and 
,find delight in Christ Jesus, such truths I doubt will only 
startle, and make them dread religion as burdensome. 

— I'nai.ks for the venison. We cannot dress it to-day. 
All my family are to be at court this morning} the king of 
heaven has sent pos’tive orders, and will not excuse cithe.r 
nian-servant or maid servatit --Won’t vou give- us your 
company in the afternoon — when Mr. * * * performs the 
service at my church ? 1 fancy you will , not be dis- 
appointed, n -r unedified ; he seems to have a ready utter- 
anie, a very good voice, and a fervent zeal or the honor 
of Chri^t : niav the arrow of the gospel go firth from l;is 
lips as the lightening ! — 1 hope, you will bring your icifi; 
with you: such lively preaching as 1 expect, m. ay he a 
blessing to both of you. — Oh ! that Christ m.ay guide us 
w ith his counsel, and icarrn us with his love ; — make us 
useful in our generation, and mete for his heaven king- 
dom ! 


• Mr Hervey’s Confideralions on the prevailing CuHom cf vifiLinj *0 Sundays are 
lennud in the lame volume with his iermons. 
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_ Why dors nur fnrnd falk of not accepting * * •.because 
it '« a paultry I’vinp ? Surely he would not reckon that a 
hif th'pp, which gave him an opportunity of preachmg 
ChTKt, and v inning souls. If he did, he would not be 
able to sav, with a certain minister now in glorv, “ I seek 
“ not yours, but you.”— The blessed hope of that glory is 
enough : Lord, strengthen it, brighten it, incffcse it ever 
wore and more ■ Oh ! that Ministers- may work fot their 
dyng Lord, while they have health : remembering, that 
sukness may confine them to their chamber, and death will 
imprison them in the grave. — Ood Almightv gives us cou- 
rage. that we may figh' the good fight of faith, and pru- 
dence, that we fmay not dishonor our high calling : e’er 
long dernity receive; u-c ; and then a’c rest from our la- 
bours: then we firrget our transient toil, amidst innumera- 
ble ages of perfection, and glory, and joy.— For all this, 
jiot un’o us. O Lord Jesus, not unto us. but unto thy love, 
thy righteousness, thy intercession be the praise ! 

"W hat say you to my late well meant admonition ? 
You are not offended, I hope. We mu t be faithful to 
each other , or else how can wc expect to meet with com- 
lort, at the great tribunal j to meet with transport, amidst 
the angels of light ? 

, have not heard from Btddeford : as soon as I receive 
information, it shall be communicated to you. — And may 
the Lord fulfil that promise to us both ; “ 1 will inform 

thee, and teach thee, in the way wherein thou shalt 
“ go.” 

poem on health ? It 
is highly extolled by Mr. jrarton the translator of Virgil, 
as a wiw; corvfc/, and (which .with him seems to compre- 
hend all excellency) a classical ptrformance. I should like 
to peep upon it by way of amusement ; for as to tiie bles- 
sing It celrbrates. I expect it not, till tliis vile body is made 
JiJte unto C.rist’s glorious body: blessed be God for this 
deligntful hope j may it every day be brighter in you, and 
brighter m . 

^ y ours most affectionately. 


9 


(JAMES HERVEl, 
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W^ston-Favell, Nov. 7 , 1758 ,’ 


Feverend and dear Sir^ 

r S'lould b(* very ungfrnteful, if I di 1 not tbank 
yon for vour la*e prosenf ; and for thrt many obligin t th nsjs 
you arc pleased to say of me and mv w”’'tin£is in vour valua- 
ble le‘ter. — I hope they’ll he succes->fiil advocates for the 
fiirthcrance of the ^O'pel ; and I am very sorry to hear by 
you, as well as from several ot'’er of my correspondents in 
Scotland, that the gentle nen of letter- in that kin;jd )'n are 
d' o'o’ably gone off from the simplicity and truth of the 
scriptures, and that the Socinian tenets are gaining ground 
apace. — I could wisli, methinks, at this crit cal juncture 
that Alsofi's Anti-SozzOy which made its first anpearanee in 
loT.'i, was judiciouslv abridged ; and, in the neat Glasgow 
t\ pe, re/j/VH/erf in a duodecimo volume— though *tis almost 
a ihy to abridge ir (unless it was well executed) as the 
ubole is so interesting, and mig' t be cont lined in fioo duo.- 
decuvo volumes, or even in one octavo volume, if printed at 
G.asgmo — It IS. I can assure you, a very sma*'t book, and 
ore » f the best di fences ot the evangelical doctrines I ever 
saw, or ever expect to see, even if my life, which now 
draws very near its end, could it be prolonged to the next 
century. — In short, 1 thinkitanttwa/mtiera^/e performance; 
and div’nes of every denomination would d i well, to make 
themselves thoroughly masters of this spirited and entertain- 
ing writer ; as they would then be able to defend the truth 
as It is in Jesus, against all kind of opponents, ho w witty, 
keen, subtle, or malignant soever the attack might be. I 
Tvould therefore beg you to recommend this booK. as a r/ie* 
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fific against Socimanism i anil use your interest to have it 
fort' with rpprinted at Glasgow. 

Glad I am to be informed, that vou are so very zealous 
f< r the honor and interest ot our Lord JesusCnrist — What 
can make miarkind happy, but his gospel ?— VVhat is wor- 
thy of our sedulous application, but his inteiest ? — What 
will be a cubstantial reward, but his acceptance, favour, 
and love ? 

I am row reduced to a state of infant weakness, and 
given over by my physician, — My grand consolation is to 
nieditate on Christ — and T am hourly repeating those 
heart-reviving lines of Dr. Young in his fourth night. 

Tins — only Tins subdues the fear of d 'ath : — 

>\nd what is this ? — Survey the wond’rous Cure : 

And at each sthp let higher wonder rise! 

1. Pardon for infinite offence • — 2. And pardon through 
means that speak its value infinite ! — 

3. A pardon bought with blood ! — 4 With blood divine I 
5. With blood divine ot him ! made my foe ! 

S. Persisted to provoke 1- 7. Tho’ woo’d and aw’d, blest, 
and cha'tised a flagrant rebel stMl ! — 

8. A rebel ’midst the thunders of his throne ! — « 

9. Nor 1 alone ! — 10. A rebel urdverse ! — 

1 1 My species up in arms — 12. Not one exempt ! 
li. Yet for the foulest of the foul he dies ! — * 

14. Most joy’d for the Redeem’d from deepest guilt ! 

15. As if our race was held of highest rank ; 

And, godhead dearer, as more kind to man. 

These amazingly comfortable lines, I dare say you will 
treasure up in your heart; — anu, when you think of them, 
will t’uink of me ; and I hope, dear Sir, pray for me, that I 
may not disgrace my ministry, or di.;honor the gospel of 
my master in my last moments by unbelief ; — base, piovok- 
ing unbelief! — This probably is the last time you will ever 
hear from me ; for indeed ’lis with some difficulty I hive 
wrote now, but 1 shall not fail to remember you in my in- 
tcrcession§ Ipr ;ny friends at the throne of Ciirist ; — and I 
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humbly beg of God Almighty, tl at the love of his son may 
sweetiv constrain vou ; and tha' his promises may be ever 
operative on your uiittd. 1 aai, with great gratitude and 
much esteem^ 


Dear Sir, 

Your very affectionate 

and truly sincere Friend, 

JAMES HF.RVEY,* 


t 

LETTER LXXA. 

♦ 

' r • 


Afy dear Friendt 


Singer EST thanks for vour benevolent offices : 
mav they, through o.ir great Iligh-PiieNt, and the incense 
of I'is atonement, go up as a memorial before God j not as 
a demand, (we may observe ) not as a bill drawn upon hea- 
ven, but only as a memorial 1 

1 had a very restless ni^ht, tore almost to pieces by my 
cough. Strange ! that these ffi.nsv vessels can bear such 
violent straining ! that none ot them will burst, and let 
the baitcreu soul slip awav, to her eternal rest in Christ ! 

— Hi re are two setts of the Meditations, with wliich you 
may gratify some of your acquaintance. The L>rd Jesus 
Christ grant, tuat they may promote his glory. Don't 
you^cfien wish, often pray, that the same blessed ciiccc 
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ihav be producpH hv v^wr 11001' ? We authors n. t 

be like the ostru'hr^ in the wilderness, [cruel and fjrgctfu! 
of ihe^r yr.imjr ?/.,./« iv i.) 

— If V(!U have Dr. Grev's translat'ori rf Ilnwkins 
Brotene's Latm poem .on the I'nmora'ify of hie Soul, favour 
me with the sight of it ; it is a grand subject ; it is a glo- 
rious subject ; and, w'hen considered do connection with 
Jesus Christ, it is a delightful subject. Oh that it mav in- 
cite us to aim, “ not at the thinos which are S''rN, for they 

are temporal ; but at the things, which arc not seun, 
“ Jor they are eternal'* 

I have found the little Treatise, entilled Itecovery from 
Sickness. It is one of the most pertinent and rational, the 
most animating and encouraging, that I have seen on tlie 
occasion. — Few properer pieces, I think, can be put iut > a 
sick person’s hand f. May the Lord God, omnipotent and 
gracious, accompany it with his blessing ! 

— 1 am always complaining; complaining of my poor 
body, but I trust more and tlfbre resigned to the unerring 
and gracious will of my Lord. 

I beg, I irtreat you, if you value the hnn>r of the gos- 
pel, that you will dissuade those polite persons you men- 
tion. from coming to hear me to-morrow. — My spirits sink 
more and more — I am visited with s .nie returns of my 
backing. cough ; perhaps, 1 shall not be able to speak at 
all. Such disagreeable circumstances will only expose me, 
and create in them very uupleasing ideas of what I shall 
deliver. My imagination is gone. — I am sensible my ser- 
mons are flat, and my voice spiritless. — Why therefore 
should you bring persons of taste to see the nakedness of 
the land? — The poor country people f.ve me tenderl,,and 
therefore bear with my infirmities ; else 1 should no longer 
attempt to preach, even before ^hem. — 1 am now Unfit to 
appear in the pulpit. 


^ The title is, “ Recovery from Sickr.efs, or a Frefcnt to one lately riifed from a Jan- 
<< geruus Dilordcr,” concaiiiing iciious retlcdlions, rclulution., aiij aevuuoni, fuitahlc.to 
that ogctiltoiv Printed for Hcndcrlon under the lloyai Exchange. Price 
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T hope Dr. Swa7i’s journey will be blessed to the restora-. 
tiofj and establishment of his health. I wish I mav never 
forget the text, on which he heard the minister of Weaton 
preach : I wish, we mav ail enjoy the blessing comprised 
and promised in it. , “ I will pray the fathei, and he shall 
“ give you another comf rter, \hat he mav abide .with you 
“ forever.’ — D;,n’t you, my dear friend, think of such 
things ? talk of such things to your lady, ani Instruct vour 
children in such things ? — O ! let us remember, the judge 
is at the door, and eternity is near — I heartily wish M^s. 

* * * a speedy recovery, and a sanctified improvement of 
her affliction ; see mv dear friend, how all flish is grass ; 
but Jesus and his great salvation endureth for ever : here 
is indeed an possession. The text partiquiarijr 

fit for me and lor you to meditate on, (viz. Heb. 1. 2, 2.) I 
will preach on next Sunday — Can any be more grand id 
itself, or more consolatory to us sinners ? , 

I low go you on ? Do you see any opening in the affair we 
last talked about ? Are you come to any deter.nination ? 
Ilcmember him, who sees, this very moment, all the con- 
sequences of every step we take ; and who hath sairl, in. 
tender compassion to our ignorance, “ The Lord shall^t/tVe 
“ thee continually.” — Pray, beware of precipitate resolu- 
tions, Festina lente. — Whatever W’e do, whithersoever we 
go, may we say with the Psal nist, “ This God is our God, 
“ for ever and ever , he shall be our guide even unto 
death ” — My weak state of body dispirits my mind,, and 
enervates my hand. — Oh ! that I may be strong in faitn, 
jo)ful through hope, and rooted in charity! — and not I 
only, but my dear friend, whose I am, 

cordially and inviolably, while 

JAMES HERVEY. 


R 
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LETTER LXXXI. 


Sept. 25, 1755; 


Deat Sivt 


1 Lately received a letter from my very valuable 

friend Mr. , an extract of which I here transcribe, as 

he has made some just remarks on Mr. Bwnham’s blamea- 
hie Behaviour in refusing the Help of a Physician. — I be- 
lieve vou can answer for me, that 1 shall never be guilty of 
that fault } as I think altogether with the wise son of Si- 
rach, that the Lord hath created the physician, and that 
" such are to be regarded for the uses we may have of 
“ them. — The Lord likewise hath created medicines out 
** of the earth, and he that is wise will not abhor them." 
Ecclus. xxxviii. 

“ I have (says my correspondent) been reading Burn- 
ham's Pious memorials, as it was published with a re- 
* commendatory preface by you, in behalf of h‘s distressed 
“ widow. The dying behaviour of Dr. Andreto Rivet, 
“ page 212, and D>r. Peter du Moulin, page 263, charms 
“ me exceedingly. — Every word has its weight, and shines 
like a vi ell set diamond in a ring ; or as Sobmonexpxes- 
“ ses it, like an apple of gold in a picture of silver. — Mr. 
Burnham was undoubtedly an excellent man j but he 
does rot seem to come up to those in divine knowledge. 
Mcthmks 1 don't so well approve of his refusing the help 
of a Physician, page 431, and the slight with which he 
'' treated such a proposal. — It does indeed shew, that he 
” lived quiie above the fear ot death ; but at the same tinic 
“ it shews great iveakness of mind. — Life and health are 
mercies in the esteem of heaven; and the dying chrisii- 
an ought to esteem every thing as God esteems it. Sup* 
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pose «uch an one desires to die ; yet still he ous»ht to use 
** evtrv lawful means to llvCt to make the w'ill of God his 
*' own, and ro be w lling to continue even out of heaven, 
as long as his heavenly father pleases. — The same vceak- 
** o/ywfwrf appears in his desiring his frie'ds not to 
pray for his /i/e, and in his being sorry, that they made 
** >o much ado, page 433. — Had he requested them to 
“ prav f >r him importunately, yet in humble submission to 
the ivill of God ; and to be sure to acquiesce in it whe- 
* ther for life or death, methinks it had been better —An 
** earnest desire of a speedy dissolutiim has led some pious 
Martyrs, and some dying Christians too, into a mistake, 
*• w'hich it is proper to take notice of, but more proper to 
avoid.” 

How do you approve of the following method in con- 
versing with the survivors after the loss of a dear child, or 
friei d ?— It is merely a sketch j yet a due regularity is pre- 
served by the three divisions : and some of the heads on 
each division are to be enlarge^ upon or omitted, and 
otliers added occasionally. — The use of such sketches may 
be been in the pref ce to Mr. Richard's f Hints for religU 
oils Conversation with the Afflicted ; whose plan, tiiough 
some of his hints are not sufficiently adapted to the case de- 
scribed. 1 highly approve j as it cannot but be serviceable 
to ^very Christian, who is desirous of entering into spiritual 
discourse : and more particularly to young clergymen, wno 
would do well to transcribe, study, and ^improve those 
hints; as they are too often at a loss how to. exhort, ad- 
monish, or comfort, as various dispositions, and circumsun- 
ces require.— When you send me your opinion, make such 
alterations as occur to you. 

The Consolation, 

It is God’s will i — who "still continues many comforts to 
us.— 


4 Tbii is to b< lad at RivSogtoa'i (fccond edition) Price 6d. ox »1* at, per bmidiedt 
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His will always w’ue, goncl, best. 

We are his creatur s — he has a right to us, as we have t# 
our cattle or lands. 

It is the Lord’s doing — this was the support of £//, Job^ 
s Hc;^ekiah. ^ 


JmproremenL 

For us men sicken, and for us they die.** (Dr. Young" f 
Niglii Thoughts,) 

To wean our hearts from the world. 

To set ' our affections there, where true joys are to be 
found. 

To cNcite us with greater diligence to prepare for our own 
great change. 

Our cwn Preparation. 

^The only preparation is "to secure the favour of Christ, 
and an interest in his merits, by which we are pardoned, 
and justified. 

A participation of the spir of Christ, by which we are 
' made fit foi heaven. 

I hope you |remember, not without a pleasing mixture 
of gratitude and joy, your divine, yet bleeding Lord: I 
hope you ft cl a more comfortable trust, that your sins are 
done away through that all-atoning blood ; and that you 
pray with a more steady fairh for that most blessed spirit, 
which was sealed to our enjoyment in the holy sacrament, 
of which we were so lately partakers, 

' 1 desire you will enter into some spiritual conversation 

with the bearer, whom I have recommended to you ; you 
will then see the more than rocky hardness of the human 
heart, and the absolute need uf prayer, and almighty grace* 
in order to make it susceptible of saving impressions. I 
dare say y< u wdll draw several ub<efiil [conclusions fr )m this 
interview, though your aticmpu tor his benefit, 1 tear, will 
prove intflectual. ^ 

•' A^gei-ticii an yesterday told a storv. well attested, which 
you'll be. pleasea to hear, as it slie ws in a very strong light 
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the use of those passai>cs of scripture, which the unfh/fikitig 
are t ('0 apt to cons'der as useless. A certain liberune, of a 
most al>anrtnne.’ chancter, happened accidentally to strole 
into a church, where he heard the,^///t chaptpr of Genesist 
imported that so Ion'' lived such and siu^persons, and vet 
the conclusion was they died. Enos lived O05 years, and 
h“ died— <SW// Oi-i, and he died — * and he 

died — The frupu nt rep tition of t le words, he died (not- 
wit-h'.tandint: the great length of years thev had lived) struclc 
him so deeply with the thouf!;ht of death and eternity, that 
it chanced his wtiole frame — He attended the remaining 
part 1 f the divine service with the utm )st seriouviess ,* — 
went home and jifaved earnestly to God for forgiveness, 
and the assistance of liis hoiy spirit ; — and became from an 
irfimous libertine, a most exemplary Christian,' — By this 
chaptt r we see, hoiv soon yt^uth, healtit, and all worldly de- 
hghis n.ust end : this to a worldly minded man, casts a 
damp upon all these desirable things ; but to a soul 
acquainted %Aith Christ, and m affection removed 
f ' m h.cnce alreadv, no thought is so svveet as this. — • 
Lncs died, ‘Seth died, Mathusdah died, and ^bles»ed be God 
for the privilege of death) so shall I. — It helps much to 
carry us cheaifally through wres^ings and difficulties, 
through better and worse. We sec'thc land of promise 
near; — we shall quickly pass Jordan and be at home. — 
There will be an end ot the many vexations of tliis life, — > 
an end of sin — an end of temptations— nay an end of pray 
<r itself; to which will succeed, new songs of endless prai' 
ses. Oh let us often reflect on what St. Peter advances’ 
*' d'he end of all things is therefore at hand, be ye sober* 
“ and watch unto prayer.” (1 Pet- iv. 7.) 

I hope yoir will well wciglt this, — and introduce spiritual 
discourse whenever a fair opportunity presents.- -Set vour 
face as a flint amongst the great — establish your heart as a 
rock ; and let nothing, ni tiling divert you from J'urlhering 
the interest oj Christ, whereever you youisclf lave any in- 
terest. — It IS like plunging into cold water perhaps at 
first, but afterwards comes a glow all over you. Remem- 
ber what 1 now say, should you live thirty or forty years 
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longer, yet when you come to die, take my word for it you 
will wish you had conversed more on, and for Christ. 

am satisfied from the sacred oracles, as clear as light, 
concerning the origin of evil. And if any one, without 
having recourse 0 revelation, can satisfactorily solve that 
question, Krit mihi magnus Apollo . — My dear friend, *' let 
“ the word of Christ dwell in us richly." 

~ Thanks for the use of Warion*t 9.nA Pitt's Virgil, All 
4he syrens sing in his lines; but the joyful sound is no 
where heard. Was the ear of our soul turned aright, there 
would be more music in this one sentenne from the king 
t>f heaven, ** 1 have called you friends," {John xv. 15.) than 
an all the Iltad, and all the Mneid. 

* j. 


I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Your very affectionate 

• and truly sincere Friend, 


JAMES HFaVEY,- 
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Westen^Favellt Oct. 23 , 1755 * 


My dear Friendt 


You threaten to put mr patience to a trial, bjr 
a very long letter of scriptural criticisms. I shall only re* 
ply ; Oh that my patience may support all otht r trials with 
the same complacency and chearfulness, as I am persuaded 
it will support itself under this I. — Your observations I very 
much value, and take a singular pleasure in /eading. The 
Lord Jesus enable you to multiply them, and me to profit 
from them ! and help us both to love his holy name, ever 
more and more. 

I am entircdy of your opinion with regard to the worth, 
the inestimable worth of the present life j especially whea 
t! ere is a comfortable prospect of being useful in our gene- 
ration. 'J his state affords the only opportunity of doing 
good to immortal souls. The dead serve not their Lord ia 
the w(.rk of the gospel. The living, the living only, are 
intrusted with the precious office of turning sinners from 
darkness to light ; therefore the living snould value this 
distinguished prerogative at a high rate. — Perhaps, you 
think, that I was the writer of Mr. Burnham’s life - Fiom 
a question proposed to me very lately by a clergyman, I 
fancy, tiiat others think the same *, but i neitner was the 
author, nor do 1 know t<ie author’s name. 

1 have sent you the tiurd edition of I'iieron and Aspasi > ; 
you will observe, that I have made some alteration lu iJ.a* 


• Mr. Hervey wai folicited f write ii.cprciacc to Burnham’s Pious Memorials, wbltb 
ie com pltcd With a& an ad ol compaln 'o to thv Widovr^ who thought his uamc mighc 
} YOioou Uw iai« oi the hook for heir heuefu. 
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logue xvi and that I still adhere to my first opinion, with 
regard to fai>h. 1 assure myself, you can bear with me, 
though 1 should continue in this particular point, to vary 
somewhat from your way of thinking, 1 shall be truly glad 
and thankful, if you will examine me with the rigour of a 
critic, and muster up against my doctrine the strongest ob- 
jections you can conceive ; for I do earnestly wish, and 
frequently pray, that not any notion of mine, but the holy 
truth of God may prevail. You will also observe, what 
advantage 1 have made of your remark on Vitringa’s inter- 
pretation of Isa. XXX. 18. 

1 shall expect your animadversions on Mr, Marshall with 
eagerness i and, chough he is my counsellor, my comfort- 
er, and my favourtie, 1 shall not be blind to his faults, nor 
refuse to see his mistakes. May the wisdom of heaven 
guide, dtrect,^ and teach, 

Dear Sir, 


Your most obliged, and 
faithful servant, 


JAMES HERVEY* 
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LEI TER LXX^UL 


WesUri'Favellt Oct. S9, 175^. 


My dear\ Friendt 

I HAVE received, and am very much ^obli^eij 
for your remarks on Mr. Marshall's Treatise ot Sanctifica- 
tion *. They are truly judicious ; and several of them 
command my assent ; you will woilHer to see, how strong- 
ly 1 have recommended t'lis bwk in the third volume of 
my 1 heron and Aspasio, p. SSo, of the third edition It 
has been eminently bless»*d to my own soul ; there is no. 
religious treatise I read, which does me more good. Pray, 
be so kind a^ to execute what you p'-oposed — sliew me 
how Mr. Marshall's method may be improved, for 1 would 
gladly tread in his steps on this account, as well as on 
others that I may have on opportunity of acKnowledging 
his mistakes, and cautioning my reader. 

Downame's | Christian IVarfars, against the Devil, the 
world, and the tiesh, 1 will immediately endeav jur ro pro- 
cure. 1 should be glad, it you would point our other ex- 
cellent books. I am sometimes asked to give a triend oc 
a student a catalogue of the most excellent autiiors (parti- 


• Mr. Hcffcy*! words It has been madt one of th» moft ufcful books to my 

** ownheari I fcarce ever tail co receive i'pirti ijl coiiloianvi.i a.nl itrcu^^tn from me 
** perulalofit; and was 1 to be banilKed into loiac dfUiriLe Mla.id, poifcifed only pt: 
** two books bdidei my JiiBLc, this iiiould be one ot tiie two; perhaps the nrii Z 
would chooie.'* 


# 

. ♦ Downame’s Chriflian Warfarci wai recommended to Mr« Hervey by oncof the moft 
warned mca of the prefent age. 
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cularly the religious ors * ) To do thi«, see-tm t > he a 
vah’ahle piece of service, especially a< it is so ir happil^ 
neelfcted by the conductors of our vouthful studies. 

Your last paragraph is particularly kind and ohliiring : 
but, however, y ur benevolence may regard and renresert 
it, I shall always esteem and acknowledge it as a singular 
favour to receive your critical ob ervations. In which, as 
in the threads made of silk and gold, there is always a moit 
agreeable mixture of learning and devotion. 

Pray what do you apprehend to be the meaning of St. 
Paul ? 1 Cor. ix 26. Dr. Doddridge translates the p.>s- 
'sage thus : “ Not as one who is to pass undistinguished.” 
Ir the same chapter, verse 2i, another difficulty occurs.— 

1 Cor. xii 31. Dr. D^drid"e understands as a reprehen- 
sion, not as an encouragement. He translates the word , 
** Ye contend earnestly about the best gifts and inter- 
prets the clause, “ envying, and it mav be, detracting fr im 
“ the superior endowments of otlu-rs.” Is this right ? See 
chap, xiv 1. — I am at some loss to make out the propriety 
c'.fCol, ii. If. How is the handwriting of ordinances 
said to be contrary to us ? 

Let me now submit to your examination a very singu- 
lar criticism or two of fithtr Houbigant’s on Isaiah ii 22. 
lle'says, “ Non dubitamus, quin fuerit ohm scriptum, nam 
allitudinem flatu dejicit. Homo, cujus spiritus est in i.ari- 
bus ejus, est ipse filius hominis, Messias, de quo in toto 
hoCjCapiie vaticinatur Jesaias. Quern messiam Judaci, ni- 
si violare timent, moiiet eos nos iirpune laturos. Quia 
nj^'ssias : li(i!v:o factui, volvit naribus ventos & teinpeStaies, 
quibus ip^orom Sc urbein & republicatn sit eversurus. 

\\ lici' y<.u have leisure and inclination for critical stu- 
dies, I shall be greatly obliged for your opinion on these 
points ; as 1 am or your very friendly and very solid de- 
face td nie in the [.aj.idon magazine. May the king of 
sail. ts prosper the works or your pen, and return the acts of 

* Mr Ik'fvt'y f liltlc bi'-iorc; h.* fcied, lifd hfcan to digeft a catalogue of this, kind, 
r;.;'j . r d uie r.-i!! lic.iiis. ia'ivta,.; a ihorLcuaracicr, and Ihcwiii^ the diilmguilhing 

. d. il j'ijrii..i.ir ulc ul cdch^-uilui' ; taulw^uc lit; i)ry|iolcd to have publiUi* 
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your kindnest info y<wr own bosom' I — Let me once more 
*beg i f vou to direct me to the most improving books, you 
have met with. No longer ago than yesterday, a young 
clergyman, whom I had never seen before, made me a vi- 
sit, and attended a lecture which I gave my parish in Wes- 
ton church on a Wednesday evening, at seven o’clock. An 
amiable gentleman truly ! He seems mighty well inclined ; 
wonders, that his biethrcn don’t make edifying subjects, 
such as justification and sanctification, the favourite topics 
of their discourse. Now I don’t know, what more sub. 
stantial service I could do such a per::on, than to recom. 
me||;l to his study some proper books. The tidings there, 
fore of a judicious evangelical author with a little sketch 
of his character and distinguishing excellency, might be a 
blessing to otuers, and a blessing to myself. A fivour, 
a welcome ^favour, 1 am very sure, it would he to. 


Dear Sir 


Your most obliged, and 


faithful servant, 
JAMES IIFRVEY. 
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Weston-Favellf Dec. 13, 175f. 


^3! very dear Friend, 

I Received your last valuable favour in due time. 
^ sboul'^ have made my acknowledgments sooner, but I 
staid to get the enclosed, little pamphlet, which I want 
much to have you peruse, and to have your opinion*on- 
cerning it. ‘ There seems to me, to be much good sense and 
solid argument, much more than I apprehend, could have 
been produced upon the occasion. — I read your remarks 
with great attention ; and I humbly trust that God will 
execute the office, and accomplish the blessing mentioned 
in the portion of scripture, which gave a relish to our 
breakfast this morning. ' Psalm xciv. 10. 

Mr. Moses Browne tv 11s me, he is publishing a little 
piece of poetry, entitled Percy Lodge, the Duke of Somer- 
set’s seat, wrote at the desire of the late Duke and Dutch- 
ess in the year 1740. Had they lived, poor Browne would 
•have met with the encouiagement he deserve?. Wneii it 
makes its appearance, 1 will dtisire you to accept of a copy. 

I am. 


Your obliged Friend, 


JAMES HERVEl 
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Weston-FavelU March 3, 1766, 

Dear Sir, 


Iv a prrccfling letter, I begged your solution 
of some scriptural diffi''ultie3. As you alvrays used even 
to prevent mv exoectations, in a free and speedy comma* 
nicatinn of vour valuable sentiments ; and, as 1 have not 
enjoyed that pleasure *for a long season, I am under some 
apprehensions, that eith^ yx>u are visited with sickness, or 
mv dispatches have met with a miscarriage. I hope, after 
the receipt of this, you will find some way to relieve me 
from my perplexity. . 

Reading yesterday, Exod. xiv. methought there was 
some appearance of tautology in verse 7, Heb. Is not our 
method of translating verse SO, somewhat f jrced, and hard* 
ly rcconcileable with the genius of the original language ? 

Hah. iii. 5. This sentence also embarrassed me a little, 
flow does it, as translated in the English Bible, agree with 
the history ? Is there any account or any hint, that the pes- 
tilence went before the Lord, when he descended on mount 
Sinai ? — Does tliis passage refer to the plagues inflicted on 
the Israelites, for their murmuring and rebellion ? 1 think 
not, because the sacred hymn appears calculated for the 
encouragement of the people, whereas this circumstance 
would rather depress their spirits. D les it point at the 
plagues and the vengeance executed on the Egyptians ^ 
This, 1 believ , is most probable, and perhaps, atfords us 
the true meaning of the passage,. — Pray, favour me, if you 


61 T 


WTTIRS. 


have health and leisure, with your opinion, which, I assure 
you, is highly valued, and always thankfully received by. 

Dear Sir, 

Your very aHectionate 

and truly sincere Friend, 

JAMES HFRVEYl 


What precedes was vrrittcn before [the receipt of your 
last. 

I thank you, dear Sir, for your letter, and thank you 
doublv, because it is long. I received it on ccni ig from 
my Wednesday's evening lecture— have read on sheet, and 
entered upon the second, but am How called d )w i t > fa- 
mily prayer, — I shall add no more, only let me desire y lu 
to favour me with the critioisms you mention. 1 beseech 
the blessed God to establish your health and prolong v >ur 
life, that you may enrich me, and others with many of your 
letters, and much of your knowledge. 


IF.TTBm. 
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^nturday Morning, 


My dear Friend, 


I C'lnfrraful^te you on fhe acceptance of youf 
ll^tlp Tract, and the oncommon demand for it. I must 
desire you to excuse my waiting iinon you. The season is 
so rigorous I am iifraid to stir abroad. I question, whe- 
t' or 1 s^nll have courage to venture to Collingtree to-mor- 
rovv. You know I am one of the snail-kind, both in tra« 
v. lling, reading,. ati'l writing. My thanks to Mr Fen- 
uick ; 1 have just peeped upon his work : I fear it will be 
ti'ought by the world, too fi' ely span. Dr. Grey in the 
Ir nt ofhis little piece, as what he soon intends to publish, 
as are valuably r^■st()red and as elegantly interpreted as this, 
the supprc'sion of them will be a pjeat loss. — 1 will, on 
your Cl couragement, go on with my nook in my piddling 
way. llappv if my own heart may be impressed with the 
evangelical trutns, even though they should re.ich, as han- 
dled by this pen, iiofarth-r. — Iliad like to have forgot 
Mr. * * *’s letter: and if 1 tiad forgot it, you might j istly 
\i onder at my stupidity. What a man is he! surely the 
age does not pr aiuce a more genuine copy < f his divine 
master, ^Vhat a letter has he v. i0e ! what iligiiity of sen- 
timent ! what true greatness of soul ! wbat opennes's of 
heart ! what boldness ot speech, and justness of repioof, 
sweetened with what love 1 tempered, wjtu what iiuinility ! 
how 1 love the excellent man ! was not your soul ashatn- 
t'd, while you read it ? — and did nut your heart burn with- 
in you, as the disciples did when talking with Christ in 
dieir way to Emmaus 9 
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I am really afraid to read Spemer's Fairy Queen. He 

is, in fancv superior, perhaps, to every poet, yet so lucious 
in some of his representations, which I have casually dip* 
ped upon, that it is impossible, for MR at least, to advert 
to them, without catching contagion. His pictures of this 
sort, are drawn with a good design. He makes is heroes, 
rictors of the soft ailurments, 

believe, few minds are so case hardened against sen- 
sual pleasure, as not to receive disadvantageous impressi- 
ons. I am, therefore, determined never to look into it 
again j never to gather the honey of poetrv from the briars 
of contamination. “ Flee temptation,” is the advice oi 
an inspired Apostle ; and 1 will pay the due regard to 

it. 

I am. 


Dear Sir, 


Yours most aftectonately. 


JAMES HERVEY 
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iVeston-Fdvell, April 1740/ 


Dear Sir^ 

> 


WfTF.N vou weditafe on ITosea iv. 0 and 7; 
[ramely, my people are destroye 1 for lack of knowledge ; 
because thou hast rejected knowledije I will also reject 
thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me \ seeing thou hast 
forgot thy children : as thev were incn ased, so thev sin ted 
atrainst me, therefore will I change thei’* glory i.ito sha’ii' .j 
When I ^av vou meditate on 'this terrif.ing text, C'>mpa''e 
it with Ilosea xi. 8 and 9. — xiii. 9 and 12, — xiv. 1 and 2. 
[namely, how shall I give thee u.), Ephraim ? How shall E 
deliver thee, Israel^ I low shall 1 make the as Admah ? 
How shall I set thee as Zeboim ? Mine heart is turned, 
within me, my repentings are kindled together. I wi'l not 
execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will not rerurn to 
destroy Ephraim ; for I am God and not man, the holy onp 
in the midst of thee, Jloseu xi. 8 and 9 ] 

In the next passage Christ shews the only remedy of ouf 
misery [namely, O Israel^ thou hast destroyed thyself, but 
in ME is thine help — The iniquity of Epltraivi is bound up > 
his sin is hid, Hos. xiii. 9 and 12 J 

In the last passage is prescribed the method of applying 
the remedy to your own soul [namely, O Israel, return 
unto the Lord thy God, for thou hast fallen by ihine ini- 
quity.— Take with you words, and turn to tlie Lord av.d 
say unto him, take away all iniquity, and receive us gract , 
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ousTv, so will we render the calves of our lips (or spirit ’al 
sacrifices of the heart, not calves with horns and .hoofs) 
Jlosea xiv 1 and f ] 

Pray take these texts into frequent consideration, or else 
you will do a thrkkfold injury, viz Jlo the divine mer- 
cies, — to the Redeemer’s merits, — to your own comfort. 

Be it that guilt is great : — yet is it boundless ? Is it Infi- 
nite^ like the kindness of God through Christ ? — Remem- 
ber, what message our Lord sent to Peter after his fall ; 
what offers he made at Zm/ra/e/n, after it, had murdered 
the prince of peace ; how em netly useful and happy he 
made David , after the commission of enormous crimes. — • 
He is the same graci.nis, long-suffering, sin-forgiving God, 
to day, yesterday, and for ever. 

Beware, dear Sir, that you add not unbelief (the greatest 
of sins, the most provoking ot sins, the most destructive of 
sins,) to all your other offences — .We have trampled upon 
the divine laws, and defiled our own souls ; but let us not 
charge the divine declarations with Falshood, let us not 
make our God a liar. — 1 am sure God loves you, and 
Christ intercedes for you : else whence this searching of 
your heart, this acknowledgment of guilt, this selfcondemn- 
«tion, and thirst after pardoning and sanctifying grace ? 

Another proof to me, a very evident and pregnant proof, 
that the blessed God has a very lender, and particular con- 
tirn lor your eternal wt lfaic, is, his disconcerting your 
ttlicn'.e , than which nothing, 1 think, could be moie ef- 
f\ ttually calculated, to waft vou along the smooth stream 
cf instnsihiiity, and pleasure, into the pit of perdition. 

Let this, though a thorn in die Hesh, be a token for good, 
lie, v^h() lias begun to rescue you, will accomplish his gra- 
ehms purpose. — F-re i trest this new song will he put 

into your inoudi, •' the snare is broken and lam delivered.” 
(I’salin cxxiv, 7 ) B.; of good comfort, dear Sir, for with 

t!'.e Loid iliete is mercy and plenteous redemption.” 

(cx-vx. T ) 

Head by way of consolation ManosseVs humiliahon. (2 
Ch.rrjn. xxxiii. 12, I ’.) —And see likewise God’s gractous^ 
-ce; lings, even wna lichobomn bimsalf. (2 Cluon. *«. 6, 7.) 
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Don’t Indulge dispiriting ideas }->oc:ij| 9 ve hard thougSits 
of the God of everlasting compassion : Oh how weak is 
our faith ! — read and study well that excellent and com- 
fortable little tract, Liborius ZimmermaHitas, De Eminentid 
Cognitionis Christi . — Converse with some experienced 
Christians ; and remember what our blessed Saviour has 
promised, " Where two 6r three are gathered togesher in 
" my name, there am I in the midst of them.*’ — We never 
make any doubt but our friends (especially if they be the 
distinguished servants of Jesus) will falhl their promises, 
yet we question (tie upon us. He upon us for our unbelief) 
whether the divine master himself will accomplish his 
word* 


lam. 


Dear Sir- 


Your most obliged, and 
faithful servant. 


JAMES HERVEY^ 


5C3 
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T ms letter will come to vniir, hands, as the 
blessings of the everlasting gospel arc offered to our souls, 
■without money and without price. 

Be under no concern about the report you mention ? It 
jrives rrte not one moment’s uneasiness ; we have acted* I 
trust, as faithful stewards of our master in heaven ; and if 
Jie approves, how very ipsi^nificant is the cent ure of men! 
A d what — ah what is a little misrepresentation, or a few 
dashes from tattling toneucs, compared with those cruel 
mo kings, which our divine and dying Redeemer bore ! 

You are, 1 find, as I too often am, in poor Peter’s con- 
dition, when our Lord addressed him, with that tender re- 
"buke-JO thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ? — 
"Wherefore indeed do we doubt ? Is he not an all suffici- 
ent Saviour ? Is not his death a complete atonement, suffi- 
cient to take away the sins of a whole world ? — Is not his 
xighteousness a perfect righteousness, able to justify the 
most ungodly ?— Docs not his godhead impart an infinite 
to both ? rendering them more powerful to save, 
than millions, unnumbered millions of sins are to de- 
troy ? 

Js he not a willing Saviour r — how willing w'as Joseph 
to give tl e good of tiic land of Egypt to his aged father? — 
XIow willing was Jonathan, lo screen his beloved David 
from Saul’s wrath ? — How willing is an indulgent parent, 
to deal out bread to his hungry child ? Equally willing, 
ahundEtUly more willing, is our Lord Jesus Christ 
to give hill self to our souis, to reconcile us to his almighty 
•Eatl.er, to fit us for his kingdom, and to take us to his glo- 
ry. — Let us viev^ him prostiate in an agony of sorrow, on 
tl-e cold ground ; extended, with racking torture, on the 
nccursed tree j laid all pale and mangled with wounds, in 
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the plooirv fif pulcl}rfr ; and surely we shall have a stronger 
proof of Christ’s willingness to save us, than the testimony 
of ten thousand ministers preaching on earth, or of ten 
thousand angels speaking from heaven. 

Is he not a faithful saviour ? Having lovied his own, he 
loveth them even unto the end. As his eyes never slum- 
ber, nor sleep, so his care fcr his people is never irrtermit- 
tikl : He has written their names on the palms of his 
hands, and their eternal interests are ever beforedikn': -He 
will never, never leave, nor forsake them : No, not in any 
circumstance, nor on any account. They are his peculiar 
treasure, and the ransom of his owfi ddar life ; they are the 
rcccmpence for all his sufferings, and are to be the Jewels 
in his mediatorial crown : they theref ire shall never oe- 
ribh, neither shall they pluck them but of his hand. — Nei- 
ther l.fe, nor death, nor things present, nor things to come, 
shall be able to seperate them from his love, from his bo- 
som, from his heart. Happy -art thou, O Israel ! who is 
hke unto thee, O people, saved by the Lord ? who is the 
shield of thy help, and the sword of thy excellency. The 
eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlast- 
ing arms, surely then thou mayst dwell in safety. (Deut. 
xxxiii. 27 , &c.) 

Are we unworthy sinners r We readily own it ; and oh I 
that we may deeplv feel it 1 but did not Christ chuse to 
converse with publicans and sinners f Did he not come to 
seek, and to save that, which was lost ? — The same spirit, 
which actuated him on eartii, he retains now he is exalted 
into heaven : let not therefore our deplorable vileness be 
our hindrance, but our incitement to apply to the ever gra- 
cious friend of sinners. — Indeed, if we were not sinners, 
we should not be proper objects for the Saviour. They vviio • 
arc whole need not a physu lan, but they who are sick ; for 
such he made his soul an offering, and for such he brought 
in everlasting righteousness : he makes intercession, not for 
the righteous, but for transgressors ; and those, who arc 
afar off, in rebellion and apustacy, are brought nigh j— -nigh 
to God, and home to heaven, by toe blood of C.inst. 
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May these considerations sink into our hearts ; and be 
made the seed of a lively, growing, an<f joyful faith ! — and 
ihay the Lord direct us both, (as we both groan in this ta- 
bernacle, and are burdened) into the love of God, and the 
patient waiting for of Jesus ! when this languishing,- this 
corruptible body will he down in peace, and rest in hope ; 
and the soul, delivered from every conSict, cleansed from 
every htain, will be for ever, ever with the Lord. — 

Vtd amen. 


I am. 


Dear Sir, 


Yours most affectonately. 


JAMES HERVEY, 
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LEI TER XC. 


WesUn-Faoell, June 3 , 1749 . 


my dcHt Sir, the physicians have on th(» 
whole rjiven tyour friend no great hopes of a cure.— The 
apothecary’s shop, the asses dugs, and the mineral waters 
mav, they apprehend, palliate the disorder ; but that even 
a palliation, it seems, is not to be expected, without keep* 
ing the mind quiet, and cheerful ; — and that this impor* 
taut end may most effectually be answered, the doctors 
have recommended diversions, travelling, and company ; 
giving a caution at the same time, I am toH, against rctir- 
ment so much prating, and poring over religious books. 

Now if ch erfulness be the grand, the fundamental, the 
civ recipe adequate even to the mitigation of this disease, 
J may venture lo assejt, that such recipe is to be found— 
(possibly what I declare may be wondered at, but I aver 
it is to be fiiund) in the Bible. — It may be seen wrote at 
length ; and it well deserves consuieratipn, in the book of 
proverbs, 

“ A merry heart, says Solomon, doth 'good like a medi- 
** cine : but a broken spirit crieth the bones. (I’rov. xvii, 
52 , 

That a satisfied, a serene and cheerful state of mind, will 
in this case be more beneficial than all manrfer of restora* 
fives tor dec«yed nature, or cordial tor the sinking spirits, 
I can .easily believe ; nav, I am farther convinced, that 
whatever can be contrived by the moit solicitous care of 
the physician, will probably be rendered ineffectual, with* 
out this prime preparative, this most (sovereign prescript.- • 
It is indispensibly necessary, that all possible endeavours 
should be exerted to have the ^thoughts calm, placid, and 
easy. — livery thing must be sacri.ficed to this most desira* 
bie end. 
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Nothing can be more pernicious, in such circumstances, 
than the contrary situation of mind — But here will arise a 
question, how this inward tranquillity may most easily be 
attained, and most surely established ? By companv, by 
travelling, -by diversions, the Doctors and some others will 
reply.— -l am far, very far from being an enemy to diversi- 
ons, when properly chose, and used with moderatiod 
'Travelling may beguile the.sense of woe and palliate for 
a while the malady. Company, when cheerful and im- 
proving is an excellent source of comfort ; when innocent 
only and entertaining, is of some present service, and 
ought to be allowed tat intervals) admittance. But these 
will no more reach the case now under c msideration,— - 
are no more able to create a settled tranquillity in the 
breast, than the gentle motions of a fan are sufficient to im- 
pel a wind-bound fleet. If they engross our ti ne, and 
leave no leisure for nobler methods of consolation, they 
will certainly prove like heavy, louring clouds, and instead 
of diflFusing, will intercept the rays of heart-felt satisfacti- 
on. But what, may it be asked, would I substitute instead 
of these expedients ? — I would beg leave (unpolite as it 
may seem, and in a manner exploded) to recommend pray- 
. er to God, and the daily reading of the scriptures — If kind 
and friendly conversation be judged proper, why should 
prayer be disapproved ? — Prayer is an humble, but delight- 
ful intercourse, with the best, the greatest, the everlasting 
ftiend.-^And has any earthly friend exercised more lov^ng- 
k ndness ? Is any earthly friend more able to administer 
relief than the blessed God ? If there he such friends, let 
them be our wdiole dej)endence, and let omnipotent good- 
ness be secluded from any regard. V 

“ God has so loved us, that he gave his own son,’* dear j 
er to himselt than all angels, and all worlds, to die for our 
salvation. Rathci then v\e should perish for ever, he sent 
his infinitely glorious son to take upon him our nature, and 
suffer the nnknown agonies ot crucifixion.— - To shew his 
readiness to succour us in any distress, he styles himself the 
father of mercies, and God (not of some, but) of all com.- 
fort, (2 Cor. i. 5.) — And where is the person, from whoon 
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wr mav more reasonably expect to receive ten'ler a'ld ‘ 
compassionate succours, than from this all-»racio'is Gii ? 
— Is be not as powerful, as he is eracious ?— What Job 
said of his companions, is, in a degree, true c)f everv ■hu- 
man aid : impotent and miserable comforters are. ve’all,— •' 
But the God of heaven is able give ^gs in the night 
of distress; to make the bones, which sorrow and anguish 
have broken, to rejoice. If he sp-’ak peace, who shalt 
cause disquietude ; or what shall destroy our traiquillity ? 

■ — Indeed, if we applv for comfort, to any thing lower^haii 
bcnven, or bv any such means, a' exclude frequent prayer,' 
we neglect the fountain of living waters, and hew to our- 
selves cisterns, broken c sterns, that cah hoi 1 no waiter.—^' 
The scriptures (and belie^'e me, §■» I sneak from daily ex- 
perience; arc a treasury of comf )rt — O le, who had drank 
deep of the cup of sorrow declares, t'lat they rej')ico ; and 
that for his own part, f his delight had n )t been in th'* di- 
vine law, he should have perished in his trouPle, (?ee-'IJible 
P.salm cxix. 92 )— -These things, says the fivaurite disciple,' 
write we unto you (not barely that you may have joy,) hut 
that your joy nay be lull, (John xv. 11.) — \iid St. Pi.d 
adds, ihat whatever things are written by the spirit -.'f in- 
spiration, are written for our benefit ; that we turough pa- 
tience, and comfort of the scriptures, might have hope 
(Rom. xv. 4.) that blessed hope of eternal 1 fe, wnieli is an 
anchor to the soul, in all the storms of adversity ; wliich is 
tl^oil of gladness, swimming above all tnc waves of affi c- 
tiW.— By having recourse to diversion •( and amusements, 
in preference to the strong consolations suggested in the 
Bible, we act as injudiciously, we shall be deceived as cer- 
tainly, as if amidst the sultry beats of su.nmer, we should 
seek cooling refreshment from a painted tree, and shun tue 
embowering shady^covert of a real grove. 

If we are afflicted, the scriptures acquaint us, that our 
afflictions are the chaatisements' of a father, not the scourg- 
es of an enemy. They give us assurance, that the all-dis- 
posing providence will not sutFer us to be afflicted, above 
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what we are able to bear ; (See I Cor. x: IS.)— that they 
shall turn to onr good, anH brtnsr forth the peaceable fruits 
of righteousness that thev are li^ht ; are onl/ fir a mo- 
ment, an«l yet shall work out for us a weight, an eternal 
. weight of glory — Can all the volumes of Heathen morali- 
ty suggest, cr all the recre^ions in the world afford, such 
rational ar.d solid consolation ? — Without these consola- 
tions affl ctirns w 11 be hke a latent sore, smarting and rank- 
ling in the heart , will produce discontent with our condi- 
tion, Vnd repining at providence ; — a melancholy temper, 
and a fretful carriage — Trifling company, and worldly 
pleasures, will serve only to aggravate the misery, and 
make a inwardly mourn, that while others are in the ele- 
vations of mirth, we are pressed with a weight of calamity. 
Whereas by means of these sovereign consolations, afflic- 
tions may be improved to the health of the mind, and be- 
come a most salutary expedient for furthering our spiritual 
happiness. 

Can any thing be more (or equally comfortable) than the 
privileges rece rded in. that charter of our salvation, the 
scriptures ? — There wc are told, that as many as truly be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ, are children of the Almighty ; — that 
the Loid who commandeth the wraters, the glorious God 
who maketh the thunder, the everlasting king, who ruleth 
all thif.gs in heaven and earth, is their father : He pities 
them as a father pities his own children ; (Psalm ciii. 13 ) 
—and that a mother may sooner forget her sucking c|^|, 
than he can reinit'his lender care for their present w^Be 
and endless f-l-city. (Isaiah xhx. 15,) — that, because we 
are sinners, Christ Jesus, with ii. finitely more than parental 
tc-i derness, bore our sins, and expiated all our guilt, in his 
own bleeding body upon the tree. (1 Peter, ii. 24.) — Be- 
causc-'we frequently effend, and always fail, our merciful 
High-Prifst ever iiveth to m%ke intercession for us, and to 
plead his divine inerrts in our behalf. (Hebrews vii. 25.)— 
Because we have many corruptions; (Galatians iii. 14.) 
and to renew us after the. image of him, who created us ; 
(C.\Jos&iaiis lii. 10.) — Because we are liable to manifold 
jKJstenunci, ane 1 .w.^ilh a var* '• of sorrows. '!;c 
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same holv spirit is promised, under the am'able chanc‘ef 
Of a comforter (John xv. 7.) — Because ali riesh is gM>s, 
and all the goodness thereof (the youth, the beauts, the 
wealth, all moral accomplishments, and every worldly en« 
jovment' is withering, and transient as the flower of the 
fit Id, {Isaiah xl. 6 ) the scriptures direc« our. view, and 
consign over to our faith, a most incomparable, reversion- 
ary inheritance; an inheritance res. rved in heaven f>r us, 
wl ich is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth nor away. 
(I Pet. i 4 ) 

Are these things, I would ask the physicians, likelv to 
deject the mind, or oppress it with heaviness.? — .-ed their 
patients frar an a,;gravatian of distresses, from the offer, 
from the enjoyment of such blessings? — Mich m.ire re.- 
S’ nably might the bleeding wound, fly from the lenient 
hand, dread the healing balm, and court its cure from the 
\ leer’s envenomed tooth — Have these truths a tendency 
t- engender gloomy apprehensions, as the medical gentle- 

n are too apt *o imaj^iue s or do these increase the load 
which galls an afflicted mind? — Ka'hcr, what heart, (that 
attencs to such glad tidings and believes them) can forbear 
even leaping for joy ? These are calculated to put ofl our 
sackcloth, and gird us with gladness; are coju.^ i to tuin 
the groans of grief, into the songs of gratitude. 

Cheered by these reviving considerations, sujjported by 
this blessed hope, the antient Christians were more than 
cog^querors over all their calamities ; they even glorie.l in 
tribulations, because these were the appointed wav to the 
kingdom of heaven* {Acts x:v. 22 ) Tiicy took joyfully liiJ 
spoiling of thcir goods, knowing, that they had, in the 
wi/ila above, a better and more enduring substance. Hr 
X. 34.- 'They perceived with complacency, the decay ■ f 
tkeir earthly tabernacle; bectiuse there remained for them, 
after their dissolution, a house not made wdth hands, ecer- 
naJ in the heave, s. (2 Cor, v. 1. — Perhaps'we may not ar- 
rive at such heights of heroic and tiiumphant exalttuon, 
but surely we should try tliose remedies, w'hich in their 
case, were so surprisingly and happily successful. 

Oh the whole ; a peaceable composure of- mind, and 
icalra resignation to the all-wise will of God » — an hoi; jo^ 
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' ah thf merits nf our ever blessed Redeemer, and a well 
.grounded hope of unutterable and immortal bliss, in a ifet- 
^tc r world ; these, these are more absolutely needful for a 
case like this, and will do more towards rt lief, than all the 
drugs, which nature produces. — \od fvery sure I am, th^t 
these noble anodv res are dispensed no where but in the 
scriptures ; are to be procured no otherwise than by pray- 
er. — Other methods mav stapcfv for a moment, but will 
not remove the pain, much less introduce permanent 
ease. 

* I sneak not this from mere speculation, or conjectural 
probability. — I have n yscif EXPtRihNCEO the efficacy of 
the preceding expedients for these desirable purposes. 

- Having been a sort of veteran in affliction, 1 have been 
vt.der a necessity of applying these consolations j and have 
'the utmost reason to bear witness, that there are none like 
them. — The scriptures are the treasury of joy and peace, 
and the truly religious are generally the most uniformly 
cheerful. 

' If you apprehend what I have here advanced on the 
means of obtaining true cheerfulness and solid peace of 
mind, may be in any measure instrumental to the comfort 
of your friend, you would do well perhaps to communicate 
it, as I presume you are not ashamed of appearing in the 
recommendation of the Bible. — The physicians would pro- 
bably sneer at such sort of advice, but the arguments will 
pot be the less valid on that account j — and if their patient 
be seriously disposed, such sneers would have little or no 
effect. ^ 

Do you recollect Dr. Young’s lines f in j^the eighth 
night i 


- Would. *$t thou not laugh, 

1 his counsel strange, should 1 presume to give i 
Retire, and read my Bible, to be gay, 

T heir truths abound of sovereign aid to peace ! 
Bui the>e thou ttiink’st are gloomy paths of joy. 
False joys indee^ are born for want ot thought $ 
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True joys from thought’s full bent and energy : 

And this demands a mind in equal poize, 

Remote from gloomy grief, and glarin^joy ; 

Much joy not only speaks small happiness 
But happiness, that^hoftly must expire : 

Can joy unbottomed in rehectioa stand ? 

> C an such a joy meet accident unshock’d ? 

Or talk with threai’oing death, and not turn pale ? 

Though my letter is much longer than I at first intended, 
ar d stands in need of an apology for its prolixity, 1 cannot 
conclude without giving you a fresh assurance, that 
aniotigst the great number of those, who esteem and re- 
spect you, there is not one of them, who more sincer^lj 
regards you than. 


Dear Sir, 


Your most*obliged, and 
faithful'servant. 


JAxMES HERVEYi 



It? 
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Jf'cstei^Favell, Dfc, IS, 1755 , 


Mjf very dear FrUndy 


I Return yoii n’v best thanks for sending me a 
copy of so smart and sensible a If-tter, which cimc to me 
very a-propos ; and which 1 think is so likelv t > do good 
in this disputaticus age, that I wish it was printed m some 
of ti e magazines, and public paper». — I am much obliged 
to you for jour kind caution against my being drawn into 
a controversy ; particularly by the very warm and over* 
bearing Mr. * * *, who is now grown impatient of the 
least contradiction, and far from being a very desirable 
companion, or correspondent. 

Controversy is as much my aversion as it can be your’s ; 
for where that begins, religion too often ends ; and I shall 
not enter the lists I promise you with any one, unless I am 
-absolutely necessitated to it : But if I am coitipeiled to ap- 
pear in print on such an occasion, 1 shall endeavour to pay 
due regard to Solomon’s excellent advice, viz, “ A soft an- 
“ swer turnfth away wrath ; hut grievous words stirreth 
** up anger/' Prov. xv. 1. — Instead of exasperating my 
adversary by cutting reprehensions, I will, if possible, con- 
strain him by a candid and respectful treatment to mocle- 
late his temper ; and by a coercive propriety of argum ms, 
persuade him to reli^uish such tenets, as 1 tliink erru* 
neous. 

I God grant, that I may never behave wi h an indecent 
reseptment, how great soever may be the proyocatio.) of 
iny gainsayers j but that in all my writings and conversa- 
tions 1 may avoid the liasty spirit lest 1 injure my own 
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peace of mind, and disgrace my profession, as a Christian^ 
and a mini'iter. 

It IS a rule with me, always to speak well of the good 
qualities even of bad men ; especially when others are 
censuring them with an unmerciful severity ; — and I could 
w sh that every coniroversi.ilist would embrace what was 
in general good in it, however he might doubt, or censure 
some particular opinions of the contending author. 

'lo live peaceably with ail men is my earnest desire, and 
my daily prayer ; and in order to do this, I am more and 
convinced of the necessity of candour, humility, and a 
consciencious regard to the example of our JLord and Savi-* 
our Jesus Curisi. 


I am. 


Dear Sir* 


Yours most aflectionately. 


JAMES HERVEY; 
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A Copy of the Letter above mentioned^ never lefore 

printed. 


Dear Sir, 


ff T r 

1 HAVE a strong and fsettled aversion to all 
manner of dispute, in things, that relate to a message of 
perfect peace, and love. The kingdom of Gjd is no 
** more opinion, than it is meat and drink ; — and argu- 
** mentation can have little to do where a new heart, and 
a right spirit is the the business, or work to be perform- 
« ed. 

“ If we prevail in oi^ ’disputes (though T believe there 
is not a single instance in which either of the antagon- 
♦* ists ever condescended publicly to own himself in the 
** wrong,) our advers tries then became biffled worldlings: 
*' — if they prevail, when they ^become worldlings trium- 
“ phant.— When we deal much in disputes we ' soil our 
souls, and endanger the temper of meekness and love, 
which we are so frequently injoined to cultivate, and 
“ which are the very badge of Christianity. 

" As for amicable disputes in religion, 'its as errant 
cant as an amicable suit at law. — A dispute about the 
*• sacrament, as naturally removes the mind out of its state 
*' of perfect charity, as a quarrel about a wh )re. — The sub- 
«* jfct alters nothing, *tis the temper of mind wherewith 
** we handle these matters, that d. file the man ; and 'tis 
“ morally impossible to fmeddle to any purpose, without 
having the mi.id disordered, 

“ St Paul was plainly of the same opinion, when he 
“ wrote thus to l iinothy ; if any man consent not to whol- 
** some words, even the words of four Lord Jesus Christ, 
“ and to the doctrine, which is according to godliness, he 
“ is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions 
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** anH sfr‘ff*s of words, whereof cotneth envv, strife, rail- 
“ ings of men of corrupt ihinds, and desntute of tnetruf’, 
“ sunp'*sin{f that cain is ^jJlineis, frc.n such withdra.v 
thvself, I Timothy vi. 3, f. , 

“ This is the constant case of all the disputes in the 
** Ifospel itself- -T.’e more they are atgued, the further 
“ they were al .vays from the point ; insomuch, that even* 
those who are sai l to believe on Chris% at the begin- 
ning of the chapter of dispute, before tlic'cnd of it take 
“ up stones to cast h'ni. 

“ In short, till a man be a Christian in some measure, he 
V has n<- ther ability, nor any right in nature to tal c abrut 
" it — ’Tis more absurd than a c^ntrovirsy between a fish 
“ and a fowl, about the best and most commodious cle- 
" merit to breathe in. 

“ The peace and purity of our own mind-!, is of ini.re 
«* value than of erery o her endowment.— Far my own 
*♦ part, I had rattier be able to ')■' ir patiently the nick- 
“ name of fool or madman than to bccom fi no ja f »r all 
“ the wisdom and prudence which t'le world knows how 
to commend and cs eern. 

“ In this poverty of spirit, I woul 1 heartily entreat all 
“ my friends, earnestly to seek after that love and peace, 
“ which is only to be fmiid in the f.ic; or similitude of 
our dear master, the L >rd Jesus Cn.isi. — I'nc wintof 
“ this most amiable and Christian disposition in some emi- 
“ nent professors, for I never admired a rough, and boistf- 
** rous zeal, has often startled' and cnagiined him, vViio is,' 


Dear Sir, 


[Yours most affectionately. 



R, W. 
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“ P. S. We may talk what we will about religiion, it ia 
*• nothing less than a divine temper. — What is short 
“ this is prating about relioion, and that’s all.— I meet 
with manv doctrinal christiajis, ^ho are verv dabs at 
chapter and verse, and yet very bon(!->laves to earth, and 
** self,— Spiritual Christians (which are the only true ones) 
are almost as scarce as Phoenixes.” 


LEVI Eli XUL 
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Saturday MormngL 


My very dear Friend, 


l^ET me exhort vou to live as on the borders of 
eternity ; and often to refl' ct where vour late fail from 
your horse might have hurried you, Eternity is at hand : 
He, that Cometh, will come, and will not tarry — O i that 
your $( ul may prosper ; for without tliat, what are ail the 
riches, pleasures, and honours of this earth ? But it cannot 
prosper, unle'-s the w'orld be under foot, and vour affecti- 
ons fixed on Jesus. What besides him, my dear friend, 
deserves a thought ? And how tenderly has he dealt with 
us, notwithstanding all our ingratitude and provocations ? I 
I can say no more than J have said to you ; but 1 pity you 
and I pray for you, that you may conquer this fear of man ; 
— I Wish you would every oay for the next month, read 
some part of Professor Franck’s Nichodemus, or the Fear 
of man. Dr. * * * told me he had a great regard for you, 
and wished you w ould set your face, as a flint ; exert your 
talents to promote the gospel, and confess the Lord Jesus 
boldly before men c/n every occasion : and when they talk 
obscenely, or lake the Lord’s name in vain, you ought 
genteelly to reprove tnem, or leave the company : This 
would be acting like a Christian 1— But while you are thus 
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silr’it. meMlIv mouthed, stand so much upon your polite- 
ness, an ‘ have such a fear of being censured by worldlv- 
minded people yon mav take rav word for it, you will do 
very httle good ; and be a stranger to that cmnfort and 
peace, which others, who stick closer to Christ, daily ex- 
p rienre that comfortable peace of Go t, which as 
Archbishop Seckner finely observes, page 132. of his nine 
Sermons, is th-it sense of being in friendship with him. that 
feeling of comfort and joy flowing from him, vvhicli p.isseth 
all understanding ; exceeds the conception of tiiose, who 
have not rxi)erienced it, and will exceed hereafter the pre- 
sent conception iS of those, w'ho have. Adieu, my dear 
fneitd — Think well on what the Archbishop has so pathe- 
ticnllv descr:bed ; and then meditate on this alarming text, 
and reconcile it with your own pusillanimous conduct, 
which you miscall prudence ; “ Whosoever shall be 
“ ashamed ot me, and my words i t this aduheroas and 
** sinful gencr tiion, ot him also shall the son of min be 
“ ashamed, when he cometh in the glory ot his fathei with 
his holy angels.” ^Mark viii. 38 ) — Once more adieu ! — 
R. member, that this is the declaration of the Lord, who 
buugnt us with his blood, and suifered tno uuKaowa ago- 
nies of crucifixion to save you, a>td 


Dear Sir, 


JTour most obliged, and 

v 

faithful servant, 

JAMES HERVEY. 




TFTTffUS. 

^ % 


M%p 

LETTER XCIH. 


Wcston-Favell, Marf IS, 1758. 


I HAVE too long delayed to acknowledge the 
favour of your last. The reflection gives me uneasiness, 
Tjut the occasion gives you an opportunity of exerci'^ing in- 
'dulgence. If you please to ascribe my silence to much 
business, and little health, you will do justice to my pro- 
ceeding, and to your own candour. 

You enquire after the best Week’s Preparation for the 
Sacrament — I cannot say that I much admire any of those 
books. They are, J think, loose, rambling, indistinct com- 
panions ; the V tend rather to bewildei^ than inform the 
judgn ent — For my own part, I prefer the little account 
of this ordinance in Mr. Marshall on Sanctiflcation, to all 
those prolix troat'ses.— It begins page 2S>8, of the sixth 
edition, to which I wrote a recommendatory preface. 

If you should want a collection of prayers suited to this 
solemnity, or to any other occasion, there is n me, in my 
o]union, better than Mr. Jenks’s Othces of Devotion, 
(w hich has passed thir een eottion •) price Ss. 1 should tar 
sooner chu>e to r^ad his two volumes of Meditations, than 
the new Whi le Duty cf Man, jenks has written another 
little Treatise, excelleii lv good, and truly evangelical j it 
is entitled| Suiimi-ision to the righteousness of Gjd. It 
•was one ot b e hrst books, that gave me an insight into the 
tiiiih cf the gospei ; or the way of salvation, jby the infi- 
ni ely glorious obedience ot our surety, Jesus Christ. 

Ti.e word amen, hns two significations. It denotes an 
ardent wish. Lord, let it be according to my humble peti- 
denotes like wise a firm tailh. Lord, I am per- 



LETTFRS. 


540 


suaded, that thou wilt fitlfil tiiy promise, to graiit my petN 
tion. 

If yon love entertainment, my next v. dl recommend a 
book, which is as enterrairing a>anr.'. .1 or a play, yet 
el''f}ing as a sermon. I believe Madam, you would have 
i <), reason t'> repent (jf the purchase, if you was to buy Mr. 
B osn.n’s H uman Nature in its four fold st te, of which as 
1 f.ave given a cha acier in the second volu ne of Theron 
and Aspasio, 1 need not say any thing more in this 
place. 

As God is sending forth his word, and renewing the 
face of material nature ; so he may send forth his blessed 
spirit, and reveal Christ, and renew the state of our souls ! 
'J dis will make us to differ from our former selves, as much 
as the present bloom aiid verdure of the creation* differ 
from the rugged desolilions of the winter. 

1 w'lsn you, Madam, the continual presence of this dU 
vine comforter. 


1 am. 

Honoured Madam, 
Your very adectionate 


and truly sincere Friend, 

JAMES HFRVEYi 



LET'^'ERS. 


LEiTER XCIV.J 


VTeston-Favell, June 23 , 1758. 


Jfcfy dear Friend^ 

I LITTLE when I put Mr. IFeslep's 

.fnaouscrint into your hand, t'lai I should see it in print so 
soon. I took very little n .tice of it, and let it lie bv me 
several months, without giving it an attentive considera- 
tion. Now then the quesri n I?, whetiier I shall attempt 
to answer it ? Give me your opinion, as you have given me 
your assistance ; and may the father of mercies give you 
an increase of knowledge and utterance, of peace and joy 
in the holy ghost. — III I have been, “and ill I am ; torn al- 
most to pieces by a cough in the night, w lich ad nits of 
,ro remedv ; whatever is taken to assuage, exasperates it. 
Of all men living, who are not absolute^ confined, snn dy 
I am the weakest. If by such weaknesPthe Lord J.-sus 
will vouchsafe to glorify his name, how transparent, how 
efiulgent will be the glory of his power !— I have not seen 
Mr. P * * this >any a day ; no, nor this many a month. 
How 1 f ar, lest the world has beguiled him • blessed be 
the Lord, for setting our alFections on a happier state * bl -s- 
sed be his grace, for giving us some knowledge ofj ^sus, 
as the way to immortal mansions. There we may be citi- 
zens, here only sojourners. 

1 am> 


Dear Sir, 


Your obliged Friend, 

JAMES HERVfJ. 


LUTTEM,* 


LETTER XCV. 


Westfi'FaveUt Aug. 5, 17t®. 


My war Friend^ 


Herewith t spnd two other sheets of my 

intended \vork. Be so ^ood as to examine them with rig- 
our, and correit them with freedom. 

I afraid, lest the weakness of the advocate, should 
ii jure the blessed cause — 1 am the more solicitous, be. 
ca'ise the unt xpccted acceptance of my fast sermons wiR 
p-obably < jit-n a pretty wide door of admission for this 
pit ce. Into Dutch they are translated ; and a letter, re- 
icived last week from some pious arid ingenious s ranger 
in Atijcnca ii.foipis me, tliat they have been reprinted 
tbeie, and found much acceptance ; ail this will be a kind 
ot retommendaiory preface to this projected piece. Tne 
go<id Lora grant, 1 may speak and write Sound words^ 
such as cannot be reprovtci ! — my prayer is, tliat you may 
be of qu ck undersianding in the fear of the Lord, alwavs 
and on all occasion> , and mt re especially wtien you are 
sifting and improving tne wriiings of, 

Dear Sir, 

Your most affectionate friend. 


JAMES IIERVEY. 


LETTERS.* 


LETTER XCVL 


Saturday Morning. 


Dear Sir 


, In reply to your que'!tion, “ Whv so many learn- 

** ed and very clever men in all worldly affairs, should treat 
** religion with so much indiff rence, and remain u ’afcct* 
“ ed by every argument that can be urged to rouze the n 
*"■ from such a state of delusion,” I send you my opinion 
in a few words, viz. Became they do not p' ay for thf as- 
** sfstance f of the ke^^spirit ’ — And I send you an ans ver 
more at large, extracted from a book of the celebrated Dr, 
Bates’s, which 1 was lately reading, entitled, rHE sivaR.- ioti 
AND FINAL HAPFiNzss Of MAN, with tiiw effectual means to 
obtain it. 

** The efficacious influence, says the D /Ctor, of the holy 
** spirit, is requisite to change the w,ll, that with a free 
“ and full consent. OUR Will may desire and prosecute 
“ the sp'ritual, eternal good.— Without this, the convictijn 
“ of the mind is not powerful enough to convert the soul 
** from the love of t' e world to chuse heaven — There 
“ may be an enlightened conscience, without a r. newed 

heart. Though the JudgiwM nt assents that God is the 
“ supreme good j yet till the heart be circumcised, and 
“ the sensuality of the affections taken away, divine love 
“ (which directs our life to God as our blessedr end) can 
« never p^,sscs5 it. 


V 

+ See CbiiA's own wordt, I.uke xi. 13. — which the genrrality of mankied difregard; 
00 wondci- then, that the world ihv tild ire lo much <Urkoelt, and be thus dead to fitai 
rvligioa, ‘ « 
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“ //*men had a *in9ihl<* nn 1 tnonr a^iviranre nf the eN'r* 
** nal state trreafter ; if all ’v'v) lived ijodiv in a ?)?• 
sihle manner ascend wi-h FA>iis to heaven ; and if al^ 
“ who continued in their sins vimb’ii dcscenl into hell, (as 
” Corah and his company were svvalIo>vcl m ilive by the 
“ eartli before ti e Israehfa ;) if men could lu-i" the joy- 
fill exultations of the saints above,%nd th^ir lii ^h praise 
“ of Cod ; then hear the desperate cries an I deep com- 
pl.'jints of the damned: nav, if one according to t e 
desire of the rich m m was sent fr -m the d iiefal regions 
“ beloWt and with his fiery tongue shoal I p''i‘:ich a s’r imt 
“ ( n those tormei.ts, not describ ng the n « t/zr/ 
but b' a sensible demonstra' ion /«'///« v t ruts aline 
“ would not be svjficicnt. to draw otf men’s hnirts fro n the 
deceUfuf and transitory happiness of /.his world and to 
** Jasfen tlu m on the perfect and eternal haopiii 'ss in the 
neat. Indeed, tliev could not then indulge their ivce.v so 
securely; but )it they would b sff'an»ert to the life of 
Cod, such an inveterate al a^ton of tieart i - m men. 
“ from real * holt ess ; from tidHIe qu ckenin^ spirit £ 
“ God (by a directing p rsuas ve ught, vvidch repre'scn's 
“ the truth’ and goodne s ot i/i.nVtta/ things) transform'! tiie 
soul, and makes it spiritual in its v.duatiuiis, a id ,affec- 
“ tions, it is inwardly averse fro n grace and gl .ry. 

How earnestly thcrefire ought w'e ro krav, that this 
holy spirit may direct our hearts to tiie Jove of God, a. id 
“ to the patient waiting for of Christ Jesus, when lie sh il 
come to be glorified In bis faithful servants, and admired 
** in all them, that believe ” 

In another place Dr, Bales expresses himself in th -se 
very momentous terms; “ worldly men, when deati is 
" near, are not so much affected witii the l-ssof thjcro.vri 



• “ Holinefs is a divine principle, without the Tmccrc prevalence o'" wh'rh, * no ma'i 

(hall leethe Lord ’ Heb. xii 14. — It is the »rt*a: end of i!;e s;ntor iv as 'he law, 
promote and advance which, the grace ol our Lord UM'»» Cl.r it 2:»d h • "K' (p'nt. his 
“been revealed and impartcid to Mf.** bee Dr. Stonhuulc a tiiciicily Ailvice 10 a Pai\ctit|i' 
(13th edition, page lO.) 
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of glory, and the kindom of heaven, as with their leav^ 

ing the present world, and its vanities: — this makes 
‘f death intolerably hitter. — In short, till the love of God 
“ inflames and purifies the heart, the fruition of his glory is 
** not esteemed, nor desired.” 

Your question will be still further answered by oonsider- 
ing thoroughly /roo tocts, wrote by Prof’-sisor Franck: 
one of which is erti’Ted, A sho^'t Introduction to the Practice 
of the Christian Rdi«ion, (price three-pence ;) andtheo/Aer 
is entitled, Hici dcmus, or A Trentise a^anist the Fear of 
Man j wherein the causes, and sad effects thereof are brief- 
ly described, with some remedies against it ; price one 
shilling ; — dedicated to the honorable society for reforma- 
tiun of manners. 

And now having mentioned Professor Franck, and 
his Treatise against the Fear of Man, I cannot conclude 
without observing, that 1 think him one of the most emi- 
nent Christians, and most extraurdinary men I ever heard 
of, as his Pietas [lallensis, which I read with admiration, 
and deep humility, JjjjEciently demonstrates j and had I 
been a member of tn^rociety for reformation of manners, 
when the dedication of !.is Nicodemus had been presented 
to them, I should have made a motion to have had an hun* 
clred pounds expended in a proper distribution of thatmo?t 
important book, as there can be no material reformation, 
tin thc /c-ar ot man is removed, and as nothing can be bet- 
ter calculated to extirpate such ieary and promote all tlie 
oliicr Iduda >le ends of the society. 


I am. 


Your very aftcc'io.iate 


and truly siiicere Friend, 

JAMES IJFRVEY. 
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P. S. The title of the book I recommended to yo ir so ^ 
please to tell him, was Henry's Pleasantness of a rel^tous 
Life. The author designed it particularly f r yoiitif p.? >- 
j)le ; and in my conversation with them, I generally men- 
tion it ; I am indeed the more solicitous of having it jiut 
i> to their hands, as they are too apt to look upon religion 
\i\ ’d ffhomy view, considering it as destructive of every 
enjoy mept. 


LETTER XeVIL 


My dear Friend- 


Weslon-Favell., Oct> 2 4 7. 1758, 


X-/ET me repeat my thanks for the trouble you 
have taken, and for the assistance you have given me, in 
relation to my controversy with Mr. IVesley : he is so un- 
fair in l.is quotations, and so magisterial in his manner, 
that I find it no small difficulty, to preserve the decency of 
the gentleman, and the meekne-:s 'of the Christian, in my 
intended answer ; may ^our divine master aid me in boti: 
these instances, or else not suffer me to write at all. 

I have just been reading Ilab. iii. 13, seemed difficult to 
clear j one of the metaphors referring to an animate, the 
other to an inanimate structure; I should be glad to know, 
how you understand, and how you would eif plain the pas- 
sage. Perhaps, at your leisure, you will consider the wh )la 
chapter ; and, when 1 ask for a descant upon me, give me 
an elucidation of twenty verses. 

I have certainly a very great esteem for Pr. Gill, yet I 
never could assen* to his notion of eternal justification. I 
am very much obliged to you for oointip^g out to ms the 
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passage in Tfieron and Aspnsio, which seems tn favour, or 
proceeds upon such a tenent. — It shall be altered in the 
fiexf edition. 

Ms dilatory proceedings you will ascribe to the real 
cause, _ ; 'hen you will not deal with me according 

to the’ law of retaliation, but according to that lavy of kind- 
ness, which the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ has written 
upon your heart. 

Indeed I think your arguments are unanswerable. If 
so, don’t you think there are some things in mv thh'd Dia- 
logue t xceptionable : I wish you would examine it, bring 
it to the touchstone of your last letter, and where it is 
wrong, correct it. 

I should l.ke to have Theron object something in your 
way of argumentation, and Aspasio frankly confess, that he 
has over-shot the mark. Such an acknowledgement en- 
dears the character of the speaker, and such a circumstance 
niakes the sentiment more impressive on the reader. 

1 have often thought the second verse of PsaL cxxxi. 
very difficult, and have been at a loss to find out the pro« 
pr'ety of the comparison. AV’hy composed and quieli as a 
weaned child ? When we know, that the time of weaning 
children, is alwa'S a time of disappointment, often ot dis- 
ease. At this se ason, they are particularly Iroward, and 
peesish ; the I'ety rn'erse thcrcf re of that frame of mind, 
which the Psalmist seems to be illustrating. — ^This was the 
best solution, which occurred to my thoughts. A child. 
Weal ed from his mother, is dirquieted and fretful : such is 
iny natural, and such would be my habitual temper, was I 
not iiitiueiiced arid calmed by grace ; out through divine 
gtace ;i y iniiid is re igned and quiet as tue weaned child 
when brought back to ihe moiner, and lulled to resi on 
t. at soft ana warm bosom, where it had so often lam, with 
the greatest d<. light ; but from which, it had been, for a 
seasoiij-withdrawn.— You see, I would translate in Pectus 
sivt GrcMiium .h atris iUiE. Hut whether rny transiaiiou oe 
'waiiui tat.i' , or my paraplirase such as suits the tenor of 
Ihe psalm, I submit to your aeterminaiiou. 
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Accept my MiK’erc Ihanks t<<r 'your valuable correctiuti 
■)f a p.:ssage in my sermon : such animadversi •’>$ 

(Mil alwv.ys be more acceptable than the iucbiiaimg voicQ 
)t applause j— far more acceptable to, 


Dear Sir, 


Your most obliged, and 
iaitiiful servant, 
JAxMES HERVEY. 


LETTER XCVIII. 


Friday Mornin^ ’t 


Dear Sir, 


You ask me what I think of you, in case it 
should please^ God to take you out of the world, in the 
perpkxed st te you h .ye described to me. — An answer to 
such a que^ti(>n, is much more difficult man you seem to 
be aw.-.re ol ; and therefire, i mu»t beg leave to decline 
passing any sentence.— W ministers are to teach, warn, 
comtort, aiii* exhort every man according to Goii's most 
holy Wold i — but after Ueatii comes the judgineut on eauli 


tETTUft*. 


f4« 


cf us- F r alas ! how I'ttle, hnw vrry little do we know 
of one pnother, or of ourselves ? The most amazing, per- 
haps. and one of the most humblincr consid'^rations t > 0 , 
■which can well be offered to the human mind, is to t, 
though ree cannot f'rm a t-derable judgment of any mnu’s 
Teal conditi »n, yet God shall judge the world, the u holti 
world in equity ; not so much as one nn^le case, how intri- 
cate Soever it may seem to us, will he mistake — He was, 
is, and ever shall be omniscient, and omnipresent — A:t.l 
Jot, sh(.rt sighted creatures as we are. how often do we 
usurp this preroeative, anc presume to judge our fellow- 
creatures. A certain autho/, whose name 1 f trgot (thou h 
1 registered to the following effect from him in one ot rny 
ci'i diaries) has obseved, “ that it is impossible for us m tr- 
“ tals to for-n an equitable judgment of the state of any 
** one individual ; because God alone knows all theci'‘cu n- 
** stances in which he has been, and now is He alone can 
be 4he f -roper judge of his abilities and powers — wh it 
«* opptirtut'ities he had of improving himself and of doing 
*< gftod ; what were the force cf his temptations ; — -what 
“ difficul’ies he had to struggle with ; what portion of Ji- 
vine grace was given to him j what natural un Jerstaud- 
“ icg he had ; what acquired knowledge was or could be 
*• obtained by him -and in short, v/hat the tnie state of 
*• his case was — Nor will he condemn any one u.ijustly or 
“ arbitrarily. — I low comfortable a reflection is this ! (espe- 
cially to one, who is cruelly persecuted, or unjustly cen- 
“ sured) that God shall judge the world r/i e^Mi/yi—and 
“ yet, — what a tremendous thought is it, that every day 
« we live we provoke this judge ot all men, and increass 
our heap of sin,— which swdls info such a frightful size, 
« such a stupendous mountain cf guilt, as will make us 
« one day stand amazed at the sight of it. — But what art 
thou. O thou great mountain ? Before Zerubinibel thoc 
f* siialt become a plain. {Zeck. iv. 7 .) — We have an advo- 
cate with the father, Jesus Christ the righteous j and he 
is the propiiiation tor our sins. — Oh 1 that I may have a 
ft oeyout and lively faith in him, as it is by him alone my 
« sins can bejcancelied. — May the cry of 'his blood drown 
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their clamr^ur.— We are, most just God, the children of 
“ thy wrath, and he is the son of thy love, who died to 
“ save us ; and through ic/io"/ thou art willing to receive 
“ us. — Yet what a distrustful fainting of mind comes over 
“ me, on the reinembrance of former transgressions, which 
“ neither a refection on God’s ineffable eoodness, nor on 
the unho, nr cd value of the sacrifice ol Christ ; can e/^ec- 
“ relieve ? — Hear me, O Lord God, in tois my ii -or 

ofheart-lclt distress, nor take thou vengeance of my 
" sins : spare thy creature, O Lord, sp -re A/m, whom thou 
“ hast redeemed with thy most precious blood ; let thy 
m'ghty spirit fit ni fir mercy and acceptance; and be 
** not, oh ! be no an^ry with me for ei'cr** 

With this prote quotation, I send you a copy oj lerses on 
the renovation of a sinner; winch will, perhaps, at tiiii 
time, be neither unacceptable, nor unseasonable. — It was 
wrote by a v< particular friend of mme, aiid is as poelW 
•ul, as it is irb.:a<.iivc and consolatory. 

I 

W HEN with my mind devoutly press’d. 

Dear S viour! my revolving brCaSt, 

W ouiO past offences trace ; 

Trembling I make the black review, 

Yet pleas’d i-chold, admiring too, 

'ihe pow’r of c’ anting grace. 


II. 

Til’s tongue, with blasphemies defil’d, 
Y'hese feet, to t rring paths beguil’d. 

In hcav’nly league agree ; 

W’ho would believe such lips could praise, 
Or think r^y C rk and win.ling ways. 
Should ',ver ka. to ihec f 


III. 

These eyes, that once abus’d their siglif* 
Now Jitt, to thee to ir w it’r> light. 
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These haiids ascend in ceaseless prav’r. 

Oh ! wash away, the «tsins they wear. 

In pure, redeeming blood ! 

IV, 

These ea'^Sf that pleas'd could entertain. 

The midnight oath, the lustful strain. 

When round the festal board ; 

Now deaf to all th' enchanting noise. 

Avoid the throng, det'^st the joys, 

Aud lortjf to hear thy word. " 

V. 

Thus art thou serv'd, in ev’ry part. 

Oh ! wouldst thou but transform my heart. 

That drossy thing refine ; ^ ■ 

That grace might nature's stn ngth controuT, 

And a new creature, — body, soul. 

Be a//— be ever thine. 

I transcribed these verses, as I hope you -will commit 
them to your memory ; and ofti n repeat them as you ride 
or walk, till your tongue, tect, lips, eyes, hands, ears, a d 
very heart, arie subservient to the great end of vour own 
salvation, and that of others. — Exert yourself ; — be of good 
cheer ; the clouds that dark.n the face of your affiirs, will 
here long disperse. He, who gave his bi jo I f ir you. and 
refused not to bear the racking agonies of the cross for 
you, — he will not leave you, nor forsake you. God, who 
is faithful and just, has promised to give us our sins through 
the mediation of his son. — Lord 1 believe tins, help thou 
our unbelief. — So wishes, aui so prays. 


Dear Sir> 

■ s? . 

Yours most affectionately, ^ 

JAMES HERVEY. 
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« 

iiy dear Friendf 

I THANX you. fnr rrme'vbertn^ me 'r<* the 
Ibrone nf ,»race. Let your jira^ers be fut my cheerful re* 
si^nation to the divine pood pi asure, and for ciear niani* 
festa'ions to in'* of Jesu» Mv life h '.s I mp beei a 

burden to myself, and is no v b co ne u ib'e to others, 
•—Your intention to visit me is kind, bu'.I im not fit for 
company, unable either to ca ry on, or reli.-h convcrsaMOu : 
I am best when alone : dot no therefjre give yourself il.e 
trouble of coming ten miles 1 ac-.-ept the will fir the 
deed. — As to your transla'ion of Ximraermannus * De 
Eminentid Cognitioms Cfir/sfi, I will, if my languid spirits 
can bear the task, carefully read it over, which 1 have ne- 
ver been able to do since i saw you in London. 1 lent it 
to Mr * *. *, when he has done with it desire him to con- 
vey it to me : you shall then have (:f the Lord will) the re- 
sult of my renewed perusal of that .liece, which I f >r.n ;r!y 
was so desirous of having translated by you. M.iv t!ie 
Xiord of all poAer ma.>.e you strong to l ibour in ii s sacred 
service, and crown your laoours with abundant success. 

I am, 9!c, 

JAMES HEKVEtJ 


X 


♦ Thii wai a ftviiirlec bdok •! Mr. Hervey't— i«d he defired Mr. Brown la 

taiflace iticom t^e La in# lad pramded to wiite n hitruciu^iion lo ii w.iuh he never 
U^ed lo perform. Th* tranilation be pubii(had by M*. Biowu abwUC Micba^mia 

wnh y gL it »| 0 | it yfu Ibm p ubUlheds 
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%iturday, Morntrg 


My very’dear Fritndi 


I HAVE rea ’ over again and.ilgain, the correct** 
ed topy ot your little tract, which you intend for the next 
edition, aud have examined it with ray best attention ; n t 
able to make any amendment, which is considerable, I 
have only suggested some slight alterations. Elegance you 
do not covet in such a composition ; plain and neat is the 
proper arrav f ir such an address. 

I am surprised to read the letter which the popular gen» 
tlemen from Durham writes against your book. Never 
fear, my friend : — our writings, as well as our lives, are in 
the hand of God almighty : if he will spread, what shall 
obstruct them i If ne will work by them, who shall disan- 
nul his design ? Oh may we cry to him, cleave to him, and 
■live by faith on him I for not by might or power; not by 
eloquence of composition, not by interest of patrons, but by 
niy spirit, saith the L ird. 

Pray take a litMe pains with my The' on and 4spasto : — 
you can scarcely imagine wnat enquhiesare made after it, 
and what a demand there is for it, even before publication. 
L makes n.e rejoice witli trembling. All wise, alUgraci- 
ou- JesU', be- jealous for thine own honor. — Let me nof, 
ch ! let me not, cloud its brightness, or obstruct its'prb- 
gress, by any injudicious touches, of my pen* — I now feel 
ti e loss of our valuable friend Dr. Doddridge to whose 
Judgment 1 ever paid the highest deference ; but ^since ftp 
is gone, and we can have no more of his personal counsels, 
let us redouble our attention to his writings. 

1 expect you will tell ipe nay mianuscript is very prolix ; 
hut X dcoigneu.y nude it so, that my friends might Judge 
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^ hat is proper to be omitted. It is easier you knoiv, to* 
expunge than to compose : I wish they would with a lea* 
den pencil inclose in a parenthesis what tney would ha/e- 
dropt : 1 hope, to retrench one fourth part of tue couy. 
May I he God of wisdom direct, and tae God of mercy 
^rthi^jir uU our undertakings i 


... !. .• 



*■ 


1 am, 

Your veiy affectionate 

and truly sincere Friend, 

;jAMES HFRVEYi 


fc .i ’ I 

LETTER CL 


Westori'Favellt Dec, 5, 1747» 


My dbar Friewi^ 

I ASSURE you I am extremely concerned for the 
death of your most excellent wife, asindee 1, indeed 1 think 
she has left tew equals behind her. — “ Take her ail in ail, 
-I shall never see her like again B it, mv dear friend, 
you must not give way to excessive 6urrow->-all proper 


'•Shikciptu'tnaMM 

yii hl‘^1 ti,/. . 
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anres I tpr>d<*'’lv Ho, and ought to nuke; as such wHI 
te "ade b^th by God, and man ; but yet our sorrows must 
DO* be immoderate, or incon .is^eut wuh the will of Go 
and resignation to his providence — Give me leave to pre- 
aent you syith, and recommend to you o’' this melancholy 
occasion a repeated perusal of Dr. Grosvenor's Mmtrner *, 
or the Afflicfed relieved — ’Tis a most valuable ^em ; an I, 

. as ’tis wro*e in numbers like the Spectators, it wil not vet- 
Ty your s ttention. I arn sure you stand in need of the 
ConsoU>ions, and help® there suggested ; I am never with, 
lout son;e of these Idtle books to give away to my acquain- 
tance under affliction ; especially fur the loss of dear rela- 
tions or valuable friends; I think it, for these purposes, 
oue of the must judicious and universally useful books ex- 
tant j and it well deserves to be translated into the lan- 
guage of every nation where Christianity is professed. 

ifcn’t you often recollect in this season of distress, the 
^tst curse, the prayers, the amiable, the rejoicing, and the 
btavcnly spirit of our dear friend, who was with us last 
11 onth f Blessed be God for making him such a lovely ex- 
ample, and such a z alous promoter of pure and undefiled 
rel gion — Blessed be God, for promising us the same di« 
Vu e spirit ; and g ving’us the same glorious hopes, which 
have had !>uch a quickening and enobling influence on hte 
heart. — I’he rkh goodness of the Lord exercised to others, 
should encourage our expectations, should strengthen our 
faith — Let it t.ien, let it be so. — Adieu ! my dear friend ! 
<^1 will come to you again very Sion. Xn the mean time 
Si >11 n ). cease to prav f#r yjj, as (. a.a wita great cum- 
passion, and great esteem. 

Dear Sir» 

Yours most aflectionateIy« 

JAMES HERVEY. 


V rrice eighteen pentCt fercDth cditiooi Itld by Keith in Grasecbui€b*ftxicti 


LETTER CII. 


Dear 5?>*, 


1 S’'TOT’T D h(* to e'i»west any thing, either 
for vonr imD''f>vement, or consolarlon.— -But what can I 
si.i?'ge«!r, while you ent<*’-tain m&i hard thoughts of Christ'j 
and w ill not be nermadrd out of this strange notion, “ that 
“ the airse of God has lighted on you, and will folio y vou 
** to the gra-,e." Such a thousht (and It must betaken 
Vp wjthou* any rent foundation) n<»t only renders yoii ex- 
tremely miserable, but will blast all your future usefilness. 
•■--Suppose you had rebelled against God in a more extraor* 
dinars degree than even your own invagination can paint ; 
and suppose you was rejected by him aUthe present ; yet 
w har says the apostle. Humble yourself in the sight of 
the Lord, and he will lift you up.” (Ian. iv. 10.) 

As to the quotation from Mr. * * *’s letter to you, 
whert in he observes a^ith a kind of triumphant malignity^ 
** that the Dex U had taken an advantage of you, in relation 
** to some impfudent management in the affair, at f ,f f, 
SCc.. S(c. 8(c. and dragged you, as he expresses it, through 
“ a horse-pond, dirtied and wet to the great diversbn of 
the spectator^." I ask of what spectators ? Of the world- 
ly-minded only, aiyl the envious } to whom your former 
flourishing state as a first rate Christian, was a constant 
and visible repnmch j yet Christ (though you are now thus 
depressed) is till yuur triend, and will' break satan's teeth ; 
-and though d<r/y, will cleanse you i tnougn wet^ will re- 
ceive and warm you. 

‘Now let me put a question to you.— Would you rtyeet 
y'bur child, ^because, when ,drest in its best cloat-ds, he had 
-ii>ei with a I'.Xe misf iriune ? — Or, suppose he had r.i.ubled 
cut in the uiuw, and scraicncU btuiscif wiui oriars« and 
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«ame to vou bleedint; and cold, would von tarn him o if of 
doors, when he claimed vour Pity? — We donor know, 
Cnrist well enouffh, how kind ! how good hf* i® to us ! — > 
what is my kindness and compassion for you (on which 
you seem to place so high a value) in compa-isoo of 
Have I been nailed to the cross ior you Oa 
pray earnestly to Him, for 

^ To Him, to Him, 'tis giv’n. 

Passion, and care, and anguish to d strov. 

Thro* Him soft peace and plcnritude of jov 
Perpetual o’er the world redeem’d shall . fl>w. 

Prior's Solomon* 

He has satisfied God for all your sins; — he .is your advor- 
Cate and has pr<'cured for you the inestiinahle g.ft of the 
holy spirit to subdue your iniquities. — Cultiv ite the love of 
;God in your heart., and he will make your path of duty 
plain before you. I dare say, G -d will make you more 
abundantly useful than ever j oh bring vour mind otf fro n 
this destructive notion, *' that the curse of God follows 
you " — This is a suggestion of satan’s to prevent your use- 
fulness but remember that text. “ The Lord knoweth 
•* how to dclivet the godly out ot temptations.” (2 Pet. ii. 
9 .) And he will certainly deliver you out of this, and re- 
store you to his wonted favour. 

Don’t select such terrifying texts for your Meditation^ as 
in your letter you tell me you have done, — It is as impro- 
per, as if you should eat the co.uest mej^n, or use the most 
slight covering when shivering with an ague. Couse the 
morning after you receive this letter (by way of antidote to 
the texts of your own sele»,tiug) the following for your 
Mg^tatjott : His mercy is greater than the heavens } Psalm 
cviii. 4.) His mercy endureth tor ever. (Psalm cxviu. i.) 
Put together these two expressions, and see wheiiier they 
do. Qplt amount to. more than either your imprudences,' jtr 
.your distress.- -You have ,to be sure done amiSi>, and dealt 
^^li^bly ip tbe nijittcr of t f fa foroid i suuuld justit/'' 
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yon- conduct but oh let it not be said, let it not beoncd' 
svrmited that ir is bevond the reach of God’s unmeasura*' 
ble goodness to pardon or of Christ’s immensely rich me'-' 
fit' t ) expiate T e Lord loy«s you with an everlasting 
i«ive ; an<! take if vou please, the latter p rt of the xxxtll' 
of Isaiah, \erse 8. for \ our > Contemplation ; — the word* 
are, “ t or the Lord is a God of judgment : blessed are they^f 
«* that watt tor him'' , 

N necanttll, none can think, what mercy there i» 
with the Lord ; with inconceivable tenderness his bowels 
yearn towards the weakest, frail, st believer in his dearson. 
— We have dishonored his holiness, and violated his law ; 
but let us not, to accumulate our follies, derogate from the 
boundless riches ot his merof in Jesus Christ, to all those 
who stek, and entreat it — There is a wide difference be^ 
tween humiliation and despair. — Draw near to Christ with 
an humble boldness. 

' Md> you see many manv years on earth ; and, when the 
c^rth shall be no more, may you be received into the nett'" 
Jetusaleni i where dwelieth righteousness, consummate 
fighleousucss i and everlasting happiness’— This, my dear 
Sir, IS my earnest wish, and fervent prayer f ir you, and for. 
inyfieify wito am w itb great compassion and true regard* 


Dear Sir, 


ITour most obliged, and 

s 

• . i » , . . , 

faithful servant^ 

JAMES HERVEY; 

P. S. My favourite author IJhorms Zimmermannusi 
• whispers to me on this occ.ision the following passage: 
Said^ I not - u^nto thee, if . thou Wouldst Bc-lieve, thoti 
shoulust SEB t|ie glory of God* and experience his good 


•» ness, when least de-served, or ruther notori mslv fotVited ** 
Hence may we be convinced, iha^ his loving kindness is* 
unbonnded, is unwearied, '$ infinite ; as much s irpis^ing 
all our follies, and all >ur th>ughts, as the w >rH of waters 
exceeds the drop of a bucket.-,-0 1 'or a spirit ot steady’ 
faith to live under the continual of this precious^ 

precious truth. 


LETTER, cm. 


Middqford, October 13 , 174 ^* 


Dear Sister, 


I RECEIVED your kind tetter. It was a plea* 
sure to hear from Hardin^stone, the place which gave me 
birth, and the pl^ce which preserves my sister.— I am oblig- 
ed to the Rev. Mr. Rose for rcr^embring me, and desire 
him to accept my best compliments ; I hope he will be an 
instrument of doing much good. 7 o save souls is the no- 
bit St acquisition in the world j infinit'^ly more desirable, 
tiian to nnd great spoils. May this be his honor and hap- 
piness, and may it be my continual aim ! 

My poor aunts are no more, they are gone the way of 
all flesh,} eter. ityhas received them; their state is now 
bec^ihe unchangeable. Oh, that we may bg alarmed by 
their departure, and labour while^we have time, to make 
our calling and election sure. 

- ^y mother tells me, you have been much indisposed : 
I shall rejoice to hear, that you are better. Sickness and 
tfmictions are God’s call j they are diviaci^dfi;^uitious, ao4 
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Warn us not to be fond of the world, but to set our affec- 
tions on things above. May the blessed Jesus make them 
effectual to our souls ! 

I wish I had anv news to write, that you can understand 
and relish. The small-pox is marking many, a d carrying 
off some among us : it tis a privilege of no small value to 
be past that infectious disord /r : I ha^ e of en thought, that 
it is too lively an emblem of the condition of our sou's by 
corrupt nature and evil practice. S » d ill ded, so lo ithsome 
is our better part in the eve of uncroat d purity, till we are 
washed, till we are cleansed in redec ning blood. May we 
e'irnestly long to be washed in thrtt fountain, opened in our 
Saviour’s side ftr sin, at'd fjr uncleanness 
See how our judgments and inciiuations alter in process 
of time! I once thought I should make less use of the Spec- 
tators than you ; but now 1 believe the reverse of this is 
true, for we read one or more of those elegant and instruc 
tive papers every morning at breakfast ; they are seived 
up with our tea, according to th -ir original design. We 
reckon our repast imperfect, without a little ot Mr. Addi- 
son's or Mr. Steele s company. I wish Miss. Becly K 

an increase of happiness in the change of lier state : mar- 
riage should augment our joys, and diminish our sorrows. 
My humble service attends Mrs. K •, Mr. C .’s fa- 

mily, and Mr. V — My love to my brother, and to 
yourself concludes all at present to be communicated by 


Dear Sir, 

Yours most affectionately, 

JAMES HERVEY. 


Y 



LBTT7M. 


m 


LETTER CIV. 


West 0 n‘FavelU Dec* 6 , 175 ®. 


Dear Sir, 

I RECEIVED your <’ bilging and valuable pre« 
sent of the Spiritual Poems, wrote by an American. It 
is an extraordinary performance, considering the disadvan« 
tageous circumstances, under wjiich the author laboured.— 
Aispirit of zeal and devotion animates the whole. — There 
are too some elev ited thoughts, and fine lines in it, parti- 
culariy in that nart of his p jems, which he entitles Man's 
Fall and Exaltation or the Christian Triumph. 

1 hope the sale of it will answer your expectation, and 
recompense the cost you have bestowed in piinting it so 
ekganily, and on so fine a paper. — But, be that as it may, 
you have my best wishes that it may become the darling of 
t r public i and you have at the same^ time the sincere 
thanks of. 

Dear Sir« 

STour thost obliged, and 
faithful servant. 


JAMES HERVEY. 
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LETTER CV. 


Saturday Mormng, 


Thanks *o mv dear friend, for the enter^iin- 
inert he has> given me, by Hamtay's account of* Nadiar 
Shah } an illustrious villam indeed I he sotead firebran Is, 
arrows ahd death. May we be conformed to his image, 
who went about doing good. 

If you have Voltaire's life of Lewis XIV. be pleased to 
give me the perusal of it : 1 fancy, his reign in France, 
was somewhat like the Augustan age in Borne. Periods of 
politeness both ! but what are those to heaven ? that world, 
where dwelleth righteousness, consummate righteousness 
and everlasting happiness. Don’t you long* more and more, 
for those courts of the living Opd ! don't you love him more 
and more, who (after he had overcome the sharpness of 
death) open the kingdom of heaven to all believers ? 

Wurburton I hear has published two volumes of sermons, 
octavo; in which it seems, he has decried experimental 
religion, disregarded the peculiarities of the gospel, and 
treated the operations of the spirit as mere enthusiasm If 
this be the effect of his great learning, then good Lord de- 
liver us all, say I, ffom such an attainment. It you either 
have, or can borrow them, just h t me peep on tiie a — 
Don’t buy them to gratify me; lean relish nutang but 
what is evangelical. 

Your triend’s Dissertations were put into my hands ; 
very pure diction, but that is all ; all to me, at least Tnere 
was the bone, but the marrow was gone Jesus Cnrist, my 
portion and your’s, was forgot — How dirt rent his strain 
from St. Paul’s resolution, “ 1 am determined to know no , 
thing but Ciirist Jesus and him cruciaed," wiiich hap- 


* See Hanway’s accurate and enteruinio^ travel*} in two volunes quarto, page of 
the {ecoiMi volume^ 
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pered to he the subject of mv exhortation to my tiimily 
Jast night. I.ord reveal thy adorable son, the all sufficient 
Saviour in our hearts; and the more others neglect him, so 
rruch the more let us, nry dear friend, be zealous to honor 
him. 

I have looked into the manuscript you sent me. There 
reems to be many lively and spiri ed sentiments in it, but 
surely it is defective in the main point. St. Papl, I am apt 
to think, upon a perusal of the treatise, would say, the au- 
thor ha‘ good sense, may be no bad moralist, but being ig- 
norant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish 
^is owi: righteousness, he has riot submitted to the righte- 
ousness of God, Rom x. 

Did yen ever read Mr. Whaley's * remarks upon Shake- 
spear ? If you have not, I will send you the pamphlet. 
They are very ingenious, and well deserve the notice of the 
public ; particularly ot your's, who are such an admirer of 
Shakes/tear. 

My text on IVeJnesday evening will a complete descrip- 
tion of a Christian ; viz. “ We are the circumcision, which 

W'orship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Ciirist Jesus, 
** a <1 have no ronfidenre in the fit sh.” (Philip, iii. 3.) A 
fine subject for your Meditation I —why should I not add, 
for your conversation also f 


I am, jfc. 

JAMES HERVE\, 


• This gentleman puWifhecl all Ben Jonfon's works; wrote a fujsplcment to Mr. 
J-Jf • jcy & I'inyiks «:i Ifni iiy-liii^biokc; (U*c VoJ, 1 viii of the l»lc, aid is dqw 
compiling the lailtory and uniiquitics of Norlhamptonflitre, in three volumes lolio» 
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LEITER CVL 


Dear Sir, 


1 ELL our ingenious friend at * * *, if I did 
tiQt give a direct answer to his question, it was because :he 
had stated it improperly. His manner was like making a 
raw apothecary’s apprentice the proper judge of a doctor’s 
bill : If such a chap could take upon him to say, “ Doc- 
tor, your language is unintelligible, your recipes are in- 
** judicious,” what answer would you make ? Some such 
answers miist be n ade, even to Dr t * * * and Mr. O * 
if they or Dr. C * * * maintain or would insinuate, that 
the mystery of sanctification, as delineated by Marshall, is 
unintelligible, and injudicious} merely because they do 
not immmediately discern its propriety. — I own, the third, 
and fourth direction of Mr. Marshall seem obscure } but 
this does not arise from any improper manner uf treating 
the subjects, but from the mysterious nature of the subjects 
themselves. 

This, says Dr. C * *, is my firm faith, ** that if we do 
well, we shall accepted through the merits of Christ.” — I 
might ask the Doctor whether he does weli ? Dare he 
avew this, even btfore me his fellow-worm, and tellow- 
sinner ? How will he tl.en maintain the pretension before 
that infu itely pure God, in whose sight the very heavens 
are unclean ?— But 1 chuse to ask him, (what may seem 
less oriensivej he has never read of the righteousness uf 
faith * being made righteous by one man’s ubedi- 
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ence f ? and of righteousness imputed without works X ^ 
Now 1 should be glad to learn, what the holy spirit means 
by these expressions ? And it our worthy f-iend pleases to 
shew, how his faith can be made comfortable to any one 
of these texts, I wiH undertake to demonstrate the confor» 
inity of my faith to them all.— Ah ! Arhy should we hui; a 
despicable rag, and reject a suit of beautiful apparel ? Toe 
Lord Jesus enable us all to discern tne things that are ex* 
cellent. 

Let me wish you and Mrs. f f ^ll joy and peace in 
Christ. These are the true compliments of the present 
isason. 

f 


I am> 




. Dear Sir, 

Ui. > 

Your very aftectionate 

and truly sincere Friend, 

yAMES HFRVEYi 


'•,.5 


i Roms V. gii 


i K«m. iV| 
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Dear Sir, 


1 HERE send you part of my manuscript copy 
of Tberon and Aspasio ; if you tnink it worth your while 
te bestow ary correctif-rt upon them well ; if not this also 
is w ell. Fo,r my own i art, so very languid are my animal 
spirits, I hw more and more indiflerem about them : I see 
so much weakness in my mind, and so many imp: rfections 
in my compositions, tl at I am afraid to vei ture upon the 
stage of observation aeain. — An obiiging letter from Mr# 
H r, intorins me of h s willingness to peruse and cor- 

rect any liter irv attemot of mine ; ahd discovers, I think, 
still more and more ihe integrity, simplicity, and pie.y of 
his heart. 

I prefer both Sout- ’s and Delaune’s sermons to the bis# 
hop’s fi.-r soundness of doctrii e, — The first might be crab* 
bed in his temper, and the second voluptu^u;) in his life, 
yet both are more t vangelicai in their sentiments than he 
i —Those, who can read su- h kind of moral essays as t-ie 
bishop’s, (very improperlv c,dled sermons) as guides to hea- 
veo, and as good comforters while on earth, will one day I 
hope torm a bi tter judgment, and bo enabled in a clearcE 
manner to discern tne things '/•■hic:i are excelieot. 

On Dr. Sioiitiouse’s * recun niendation, 1 nave lately read 
Dr W atts’s trcaiis'. on the Love of God, and its Influence oit 
ad the passions ,* winch is ludeeU a most excellent book. 


* See the eighth cdilioa«f hit Avvici A FA*(aMC|P^^ 
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happilv calculated for usefulnes$ — If you have never seen 
it, Tou have a pleasure yet to come ; and I would bv all 
means advise you to get it. — The love of God is indeed the 
source and soul of religion ; — ‘and what can produce it, 
what can cherish it, but a sense of God’s love to us mani- 
fested in his dear son ? by whom we are fully assured, that 
he has forgiven us all trespasses, and will give us life eter* 
nal. 

Present my affectionate compliments to your family, and 
believe me, as 1 ically am. 


Dear Sir, 


Your Very affectionate. 


and truly sincere Friend, 

JAMES HERVEY, 


LETTER CVIIL 


Weston-Favellt lehruary 2^. 


Ifyt dear Frlendp 


The three volumes of Theron and Aspasio de« 
sire you first to accept them, then freely to animadvert upon 
them } and above all, to implore the olessing of God for 
them. I think, when people’s sentiments differ so exces- 
sively as-Mr^f f f*s and mioe,'it is best to beatadistance» 
0 1 may v\re»aU be kept close to our divine head.; and in 
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a littfe time* that whidh is imperfeet wMl be done av^ay.-— 
The book you enquire after, which Mr. — — . saw in ray 
study window, was written by one Mr. Bj>gatz'<y, a G.'jt- 
man ; in which language it passed nineteen editions froili 
which it is now translated *, and entitled, Tne Golden 
“ Treasury f ir the Children ot God, whose Treasure Ahd 
** hearts are in Heaven *' The ver'^es are eles^ant, and edi- 
fying on most of the subjects. Mr. Bogatzbky observes 
judiciously, that it is not to be expected, t^^iat a perform^ 
ance < f this nature, will suit the taste of those, whourt^ 
happily mistake mere outward morality for true christia fi- 
ty j. and go no further than natural reason and strength will 
carry them : but such as either have, or desire to haye-a 
real experience of the kingdom of God in their souls, wilt' 
find much in it to the awakening, comlortiog, and cacou* 
raging their hearts in the right way.* 


lam. 


Dear Sir, 

f k 

Your very afiectionate 

and truly sincere Friend, 

[JAMES HF.HVEYi 

Z 


«UMby Lioikil CukoiBwSHet, Stniid.<«-rrioetwe Ihillinft; 
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letter CIX. 


Westfittf Saturday Morning, 


Much I lovfd, an'^ mncb I esteemed my dear 
frU'ad, before ; but now methinks I love and estedn Him 
more on account of his kind acceptance of iriy free admo* 
nitibns.-;- D » my dear friend, let ys remember how impor- 
tant the hours of oiir present life, and the momenft of so- 
cial'intercourte are, — Dr. Wall of Worcester, who has a 
fine taste ^r painting, can,' thongh engaged in great busi- 
ness, paint, and talk now and then upon paintings - 
Dr. Cotton of St. Alban’s who has a fi ie genius tor 
poetry -though amidst a variety of cmjiloys, can 

write, and give his sentiments on poetry — and why 

should not Dr. S , though in an equally large sphere 
of action, edify his acquaintance, by his tongue and pen, 
with some religious hints. This, I think, is his distinguish* 
mg talent ; and when he pleases, I amrsure no man knows 
how to introduce scripture better, or to converse in a more 
striking manner. Oti ! that a stricture of it may run thro’, 
brighten, and dignify his temper, his business, his whole 
conversation I . 

You are perfectly right in esteeming those authors, whose 
piety beams tluough all tne r pages. And for this very 
reason, 1 esteem, admire and embrace Jenks’s Works } 
!Marshall on Sanctihcatioii y ana Witherspoon on the im- 
puted rigiitcousness of Clirist } becau!>e nothing has so e(fi> 
c Clous iwid'^enign an vnfiiienceaon ti*iie'pf'ety,'a«their doc- 
trines : Nothing so sweetiy calms the conscience, so tho- 
roughly refines the affection, or, to say all in a word, so et« 
fectuaily sliedti abroad the love of God in the heart. 
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I wish you and Mrsj S •, abundance of comfort.. in 

^iss Sophia. It was ^id ot ohe, Nabal in his name, and 
folly is with him, { t Sam. xxv. 2t>) So I say of your in- 
fant daughter, Sophia is her name, and may wisdom be 
with her ! even the wisdom from above, which St. James 
so charmingly describes in chap. iii. 17. .and not with her 
only, but with her parents, and also with their truly atlecti- 
onate friend. 


1 am. 


Dear Sir 

Your very affectionate. 


and truly sincere Friend, 


JAMES HERVEY. 




LEI TER CA* 


Miles's LaWt Salvrdg]/ Mortt. 


m dear Friend^ 


If I am tolerably well, I will wait upon Dr, 
Ct't tn on Tuesday morning. — He has a delicate genius, 
and I dare sav he is an excellent phycisian :-r-Oh that his 
fine p?rts mav be grafted into the true olive-tree, and bring 
firth fruit unto God: — If providence permits us to meet, I 
hope to have some evangelical discourse with him. 

Sure vou would not go to London^ without putting to 
your heart some of your own important questions, under the 
ads of self-examination. — Have you indulged yourself in 
needh ss amusements, needles; diversions of any kind? — 
Have ;ou ( mpl ycd your lime usefully to yourself, or to 
■others? — My dearest friend, remember in what book, by 
whose hand several such like questions are written ! I fear 
you have not so much as spoke one word for Christ, since 
y u have entered tiie metropolis ; though you must have 
iiad , so irany opportunities. Oh! why do you thus bury 
your sprightly talents in a napkin ! — edily your neighbours 
])y your conversation — Whac a loss has Mr. f t Mr. 
^ f t. atid others of your correspondents, sustained by your 
forgetting, or disusing the language of Sion ? — I have late- 
ly purchased Lotvrnan' s Exposition of the Revelations . — Give 
me letive to refer vou to the fifth verse of the second chap* 
ter, •• Rc-men ber therefore from whence thou art fallen, 
** and do thy first works.” Pray lend me Lowman on the 
CtvU Government of the HebreuSf whicii I hear is a most 
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excellent book, and illustrates fflany>^obscure passages in tile 
Bible. 

Do YOU keep a d ary as you used to do, a secret histoty 
of your heart and c- nduct, and take notice of the manner 
in which your time is spent, and of the Strain, which runs 
through your discourse ? Do you minute down your sins of 
omission as well as commission, and observe the frame of 
your spirit in religious duties? Do you register your most 
secret faults, those faults to which none but your own con- 
sc ience is privy ; none but the all-seeing eye * discerns ?-«- 
And do you of^ten review these interesting memoirs ? re> 
membering at the same time, that for all these things God 
will ore day call you into judgment. — Keeping a diary i^ 
the way to know ourselves, aud of all other preparatives it 
best disposes us to prayer ; and to seek in eafnest after 
that blessed Redeemer, who died to save siniiefs ; and( 
through whom alone we can ever expect to enter the king- 
dom of heaven. 

Adieu ! my dear friend I — God in heaven bless, and pro- 
tect you ! 1 hope to see you ere long — and am in the meaii' 
time with true regard. 


Dear Sir, 


Your most affectionate friend. 


JAMES HERVEY. 


KSTTEXS. 
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WesUnrFavelU Feb, 2#, 1758. 


,, I RECEIVED the favour of your letter, and 

fsupd no small pleasure in perusing its contents. It gave 
ne a singular satisfaction, to see a lady of such fine sense, 
and in the very bloom of life, mindful of the things which 
belong to her ttetnal peace. May this happy diso >sition 
increase with your increase of year-. ! and it will be the 
neatest blesiing that you can e joy, or your correspondent 
wUh. 

If my writings have afF irdcd you any entertainment, or 
been the means ot administt ring the least improvement, I 
desire to a^ore and bless the all-gracious God. For he. 
Madam, teaches to profit } his spirit commands success ; 
and all our good comes w’lolly from his heavenly benedic- 
tioa. 

1 am pleased to findthia, among your other valuable ex- 
pressions i * I want to have all those heavenly conso'ati- 

ttne.”— -You consider religion m a right view. It is not 
a vexatious burthen, or an irkso.ne task ; bat it is intend 'd 
to be the comfort of our lives, and the joy or oar hearts.— 
God is the God of all comtort, Christ is stvlecl he consola- 
tion of Israel, and the holy ghost is called the co ntorter, — 
Ihe gospel is the most comfortable report imaginable •, it 
is glad tidings, and the joyful sound ^ it a!>sure> pjjr sin- 
ners, tlWl God has laid all their iniquities, oot'i g eat and 
small;, on bis beloved son ; tint J<*sus Chrisi nas brjught m 
a dtost perfect and everlasting rightt ousness, whereov 1 1 y 
may be justified; and that our first, our great, out kauing 
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c!i ty is, to believe all this, in our bWn behalf, for our own 
benefit. 

B) the comfort and peace result ing from these blessings, 
it would win out hearts to love the God, who is so im- 
n ensely amiable and gracious to us ; to be studious of do- 
ing his pleasure, who has made such unspeakably rich pro- 
vision ti our happiness. The apo^tie prays for his Tnes- 
salonian cr rvtrts, that the father of everlasting compassions, 
would first comfort their hearts, and then, and ^reby, 
ebtablish .them in every good v\orcl, and work. 

Permit me. Madam, to wish, that you may be stedfast 
and immoveable in your present turn .of mind, which is so 
truly wise and noble : that by' him, iVho 'siitetb in heaven 
and beholds all the children of men, it iray be said-Of'llfrilb 

* * as it was formerly said O’ anJtbef excdldnt pertoH-p 
" MARY has chosen that good part, wbith shall not bifr 

* taken trora her.” ' " ^ 

' lo these wishes, allow me the additional pf^ashirdt^. 
bdng, , >■ 


Madam, 

Tour most obliged, and 

faithful servant,' 

JAMES HERVEYi 




LEIIER CXU. 


WestotirFaceUi March 4, 17M* 

Deat Mr. . 

^ . I HAVE a lonp le*ter, contaming two or three 
^etsjfirbtn Mr. It consists of animadversions on 

iny Dialbgues and Letters, which I should be glad if you 
would peruse, and favour me with your opinion. He wrote 
me one before, more ^tinging and sarcastic than this. 1 
itave taken no notice of either being very unwilling to em- 
bark in controversy i but fir your judgment on the last, 
which is written with candor and temper, I should be much 
obliged^ and have an additional reason to be. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours most aftectionately, 


JAMES HERVEY 





LETTERS. 


LETTER CXIII. 



WesterirFavelU March II, 175 . 8 . ' 


Madanii 


1 AM much obliged for your benevolent wisbeJi 
relating to mv health. Bv way of return, permit me to 
wish, that your soul mav prosper, may flourish, may blos- 
som as a roset that you may “ grow in grace, and irt the 

knowledge of our L^'rd and Saviour J sus Christ. 

From this passage we may observe, that tne way to ad- 
vance in true holiness ot heart and life, is to advance in. 
the knotoled^e oj Christ — It is for want of knowing Christy 
that the geneiality of mankind are so captivated by trifles,, 
and enslaved to transient gratiflcations. It is for want pt 
knowing Christ thoroughly, that many cliristians have so 
little peace and joy, and many go mournfully in their way 
to eternity. 

By his knowledge shall my righteous servant j'lsdfy 
many . — By giving tnem the knowledge of himself, of his 
divine digni\y and inestimable precious reo/7r ; of tnat grind 
price, which he paid for the redemption of si mers, which 
delivers them from the wrath to come, and entitles them to 
the inheritance incorruptible, undetiled, and that fadeth 
not away. 

I'lie divine power, says St. Peter, has given us all things 
pertaining to life, and godliness — How ? tlirough tlis 
knowledge of him, who has cahed us to glory and virtue ; 
through tne knowledge of Christ, as calling us to trie en- 
joyment of eternal glory, which he has procured tor us by 
his blood } and thereby most sweetly leading ana engaging 
us, lo the exercise of ' every vij^tue. 
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I hope Marshall art Sancfificafian, will be blessed to your 
ccrsoltftion, and edifiration. If it is not at the./?;*^/ readinsf, 
it may at the second, or it may at the third. I would say 
to the reader of this excellent treatise, as the prophet Elifak 
said to his servant, who went to the sea in order to make 
cbservation, but found nothing worthy of notice, ** Go 

a^ain seven times.” 

As we know more of Christ, the more frequently shall 
we comfort ourselves with the thought, that it is He, who 
will come in the clouds of heaven ; and that we shall all 
, appear before the judgment seat of Christ. This, to the 
believer, is a most comfortable and delightful considerati- 
on ; “ My Bedeemer is my judge. He, who died for me. 
“ passes the.^'nflZ sentence. Look 1 how great is his ina- 
«' jesty and glory ! so great is my atonement and propitia* 
** tion.” 

bhouer's serious Beflections on time and Eternity, an ex- 
celltnt little book, which has passed seven editions, gene- 
mIIv lies or my Sunday table, tnat I may not only read, 
but c'igeit it. 1 rccornmend it to your attentive perusal 
and frequent meditation ; and hope you will seriously ap- 
ply It to \our irnprovtrnent and advancement in a life of 
holi ess. As it will cost c nly a shilling, you may give 
sen e of them away, and a ve.y useful gift it will be. 

Should I tver co me to London, I will be sure to do my- 
self the pleasure of waiting upon Miss * * ♦,• In the mean 
time, wtiat she mentions by way of caution, shall be ob. 

■ serveu with ail punctuality due to command. 


by her most obedient, 

bumble Servant, 


JAMES HERVEY, 
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LEITER CXIV\ 


iVeston-Favehy Jan. 3, lliSJ 


Dear Mr. 


I PECRIVED yo'ir wplc'ime vnluaW* ]ett"r ia 

Ji»e time j but almost as so' n as I received it, I was seiz- 
ed with a vnlent illness.; so violent, that the current re- 
P' -rt was, ■* llervey Is dead AV«r to death I certainly 
was i and God almighty knows, I am, according lohu nati 
appearance, not far * from it even now : hut pr iy let me, 
if I lire, expect the continiiatiou of your .remarks. — Y iot 
letters arc sudi, as 1 should delight to read, even in my last 
moments. 

1 wish you many a happy New Year on e '.rth, and at the 
last an abundant entrance i^to the New Jerusalem,— 
the voice of joy and health is perpetually hearl. 

Weak I am, very weak, and much out of order ; inso- 
much that I have not been able to go to church ever since 
Christmas. Bat your writings refresh and (Jeiijht, in stead 
of fatiguing me 1 — Your Jourlh paragraph has most exictly 
stated the difference, which subsists between your^elt, and 
Aspasio, relating to fatlu. The forbearance and candor, 
with which you treat this difference, does n >t give up a jot 
or tittle of your oxlm opinion, yet it tends very much to 
concilitate favour and esteem in its behalf. 

Your vision is very grand and quite stfiiting j I love such 
strokes of imagination ; they kept attention awake, and 
impart pleasure together with profit.— is doubly 
obliged to your pen, formerly tor correUut^, now tor dim 


Mr. Uciv*y dwU the O-cembw feltoWiaf. 
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lending bis work —You observe mv enemy is vour’s. He 
has attacker your generous vindication. In reply to this 
attack, you have spoke mv very sei timents*. 

•Mr. • * you VI. ill find is angry with me on the oppo- 
site score for speaking /no j and, as he thinks, too 
openly on the side of election, and particular redemption. 
Pray favour me with your free opinion, and wherever vou 
think he charges me justly, or 1 have expressed mvself ira- 
properlv, spare not to speak the naked truth,— He ha.s laie. 
iy publithed a large book, price six shillings stitched, on 
the doctri. e of Or/V/’nfl/ Hih i great part of which, is an 
abridgment of Dr. Wattn's BuiU and Bvcoreiy ; and of ano- 
tlur tteatise, wrote b\ Mr Hebden, In this betakes occa_ 
sicn tc quote two or three passages from Theron and Aipa- 
'ito, one from V 1. 1. page 184 ., which he t us introduces : 
“ to explain t is a little fariher in Mr. Hervey's words. — 
“ By foederal head 1 mean, what the apostle teaches, &c. 
“ That as Adam was the first general representative (of this 
“ kind, says Aspasio, but Mr. ♦ ♦ * makes him say) of 
‘‘ mankind, Christ was,” &c. “ Far from resting upon a 
•* single text,” &c. He goes on to the bottom of the page, 
'then turns back to the upper part, represents me as forming 
a ctf.tlusion in thei-e words;- “ All these expressions de- 
“ nicnstrate, tliat Adam (as well as Christ) was a represnta- 
“ live cf«// mankind And that what he did in thiscapa- 
“ city. Old not Urminate in himsell', but affected all, whom 
“ l e represented.”. — Ihis is a very injurious representation, 
Oie.stnuiuc is a palpable misquotation. Would it be 
proper to lake any notice of it? 1 am sometjines appreheii- 
’sivc, that I'.e would draw me into a dispute about/>ar/zca/ai» 
ft den pt’op. 1 know he can say startiiiig and horrid things 
cu this subject ^ ana this, perhaps, niigiit be the ihostefl'ec 



eferrtothe emarlci (made by this gentleman to whom Mr< Ifervey here 
.he bcotch author, who wrote the letieii on Xhisron and Afpafio* 
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tial meihod to prejudice people against my priacipai 
point. 

I am, 

Dear Sir^ 

Your very affectionate, 
and truly sincere Friend, 

JAMES hervey; 


LETTER CXV. 


Dear Sir, 

UpOX a repeat-’ 1 r/»vie>v of your sketches fbp 
instructing your family ofi da«/,/y evening, I really don’t 
know how to inorove them. — I liink they are well digest- 
ed ; — but when you exercise your talent in speakmg from 
those sketches, do not forget to implore a blessing on what 
you are going about.— Stir up the gift of God, which is in 
you, by a zealous use of them ; and you yourself will im- 
prove them better than I can tor you — I shall only suggest, 
that as soon as yoii have finished, set down, as fresh beads 
for another occasion, what new thoughts occurred to voa 
while you was speaking. On ! let us work while the day 
Usis ! my dear Iriend, the judge is at the door, and eternity 
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at hand. Mav we watcV, and prav alwavs, that we may' 
be found worthy to stand before the son of man at his com* 

. 

I inclose part of a letter, sent by a clevor man and no 
oiean scholar. 

** It is with infinite pleasure I can inform you, that I am 
** now brought to a sense of my duty, to which I was an 
•* entire Stranger till lately. — Glory be to G >d, 1 have now 
** some concern upon my mird, some seriou' thoughts o!^a 
future stri*e !— Hew aniaz i-g is it, that a person shoulfi 
** arrive without knowing a\v thing of the teligi m he pro* 
fesses. Strange as it is this was my case ; for, 1 11 with* 
in these six months. I was as much in tiie dark as to spi- 
** ritual aff irs, as one who had never heard the name ot 
** Christ. The Bible was to me the same as an u.iknown 
" language, aud all my pretences to religion were nothing 
** but a mere lifeless formality O 1 1 that the inexoressi- 
ble marks of the love of my God, and his goodness to 
** me> may increase the love I owe to him, more and more 
every day 1” 

Our friend Mr H——y. who you know is a great fa- 
vourer of the mystic writers, has desired me to read Mr. 
Law's Spirit of Prayer, and Spirit of Love, vvliich is an 
appendix to it. 1 shall ask him, whether he designed it 
puzzle, or edify me r — I am sure it has done the first t^ 
me, may it do the latter to him. — On ! what need have Wg 
to pray fur that blessed spirit, which may lead us into al 
truth. 1 

J begin to be wained from human writings, even from 
the most applauded — The pure riidk of the divine word 
xny soul covets. Don't you relish its sweetness, and taste 
its power mote ai d mure ? The apostle injoins us in ever/ 
thing to give tiianks, for this is the will of God ; 1 Tliess^, 

V. 18 .) and if we are to thank him for every thing, how 
ought we to thai'k him, how can we sufficiently thank hl(n» 
fur such a ^treasury uf blessings, as the contains 
for usi-** And yet (is ii credible i) there are, tiiereare these,, 
who .neglect these gracious tidings of a recont iliatioa 
through the mediation ot his uwu son Jesus 
Christ. * 
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But whatever be the conHuct of others, let you and I, 
dear S r, esteem it as it (lese'ves, and say with the Psalmist, 
I will delight myself in thy statutes. I will not forget 
“ thv word, M ke me to understand the wav ot thy pre* 
“ cepts, so shall I talk of thy wondrous works.”— 
y(;u see prayed t » God for illumination, and talked of di- 
vine th.ngs. T hat th s may be accomplished in us, and 
that we may f/il »w Dai'id's example, 1 dare say you will 
add an Amen, to tue Amen ofv 

Dear Sir, 


Your very affectionate 

and truly sincere Friend, 

JAMF^ HFRVEY. 


P. S. I am told, and grieved T aln to bear it, that the 
pfice z ali'us Mr. * * * is grown quite indolent (no very 
laudable character for a clergyman) and has entirely laid 
aside his trap lat ' n and improvement of the elegant Dr. 
iitearne, De V si tatione Infr morum. He shewed me a spe- 
cimen of it some mont s ago : the translation was spirited, 
and the rotes well calculated to supply the author’s deficU 
encies.— N )thipg perhaps is more wanted, or would be 
ir.iTe useful (■ «peciallv to the cle'gy) than a judicious trea. 
tise on VisHing the Sick in a neat pocket volume j but f 
am sensible, there is nothing equally difficult to execute. £ 
pever yet saw one to mv mind. — The Clergyman's Compa^ 
tihn, as It is called, is little more than a collection of pray, 
ers, with the order of visitation of tne sick, out of the cora- 
n.05' prayer, the common service, and |the office ot public 
and private baptism. If methinks such a man as Mr. 
Walker o\ Iruro c.uld find ti.i.e to set about it, it would 
be .-ouoe eUcciuaily .j because be is a most experienced 
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Christian, and has long been accustomed to the chambers 
of the sick i and would write from facts, and his own 
knowledge of the human mind — I would not give a rush 
f< r a jumble compiled from different authors : — that is the 
labour of the head, and not the feeling of the heart j and 
attn ntver produce the effects 1 wish to see« 


LKITERCXVL 


Weston- 1 aoell, July 26, 175G. 


Now my dear friend I have procured your 
favourite author. Dozimame's Chr shan Warfare against the 
Devil, the World, and the Flesh He is, indeed, a pleasing 
perspicuous writer. I'lfe language, as you observed, re- 
markably pure and correct ; he is very experimental, and 
enters into the distresses of tempted souls ; many things 
are sweet, comfortable, charming. Sometimes, I think he 
draws a little veil over the grace of tiod, not suffering it to 
blaze out in its full lustre and glory. IDt^n't you tniifk he 
is somewhat inaccurate, in stating the nature of justiheati- 
on ? Lib. li. chap SO. ” Justification, he says, consisteth 
•* in two parts the first, remession of our sins for the full 
* satisfaction of Christ, by his death and sufferings : toe 
** other, the imputation of h*s abitual and active rigciteous- 

ness.” — Should it not rather be, justificatijn consists of 
two parts i the first, remission ot our sms ; the second, be- 
ing perfectly righteous in God’s sight j and. both these 
springi'feom the imputation ot Christ's righteousness to the 
poor sinner ? 

khnd, trom your manuscript, it is your opinion, that the 
.^BiltedUuvian sacrifices weic slant by tne sworaof the Cue- 



^iKTTtRi.* 




rubim, planted and waved at the entrance of Eden. Thiv 
is a very remarkable, and verv awful circumstance, and if 
true, very worthy of part’culnr notice. But what redsons 
have you, dear Sir. f r the suoport of this sentiment? Be 
8f kind as to ment on them, at your leisure 

Mr, P * ♦, about a week dfrer h s return to Northamth 
tofii'i/re, gave me your letter 1 fear, he w II bec Mn<* a 
pray to the allureiren'S of the world — 1 believe he is not 
vi ry 2 alous for the gospel of Christ. 1 am pretty sure, he 
docs not love the ‘;ervants of our L'<rd ; therefore I expect, 
that, from this c|..iarter. my character will nooo beputua hr 
an C! Ispse ; nor shall 1 be much disapoointei^, if by this 
incident n'V new friend is put a vi) trom .my sight. Thanks 
f'..r your hints concerning u;y conduct j it is very seasona- 
ble, and shall be observed. 

1 have sometimes thought, that the best,, strongest proof 
of a future state of liappiness occurring in the Old Testa- 
?mit, is deducible from the history of Enoch. Enoch walk-, 
cd with God, wai higii in his favour, and had much com- 
munion with him j it is recorded as a singular reward of 
his holy and exemplary life, that he was n ot, for God took 
him : now if the ancie t people of God bad no notion of 
a future state of hapoiness, what s'.range apprehensions 
roust they form co cerning this inst.ince of the divine pro- 
cedure ? At this rate Jehov.ih must appear to punish in the 
most exemplary and dreadful manner his./fry^, and greatest 
favourite. Whereas, suppose them rooted m the belief of 
a much happier condition succeeding the present .l:fj, and 
the case is plain, and UoJ is jusiified in his doings. — Please 
to give me your opinion, as to tnis argument. 

1 hope you are thinking of your new version of Psnl. 
civ, which will be very agreeable, and 1 hope, not a iittle 
edifying to it 

Yours most affectionately, 

JAMES HEk'/EY. 
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P S. T her<* send you Mr. Maxes Browne's <iIfnost literal 
lT?rilatl('n of Luther's most comf. rtahk hvon, which is in 
.verv considerable esteem in the German Church. Zimmer* 
ptannus de Cogniticnis Chr hti 'F.minentidt is a comment or 
it i and is now translating by Mr, Browne at my desire,^ 


LE7TER CAVIL 


IVeston.I' avellf Jan. 8, 1757, 


Lear Sir, 


thanks for your last letter, indeed it de- 
lighted, and tdified me. Think no more of making me 
any present from your collection of books: it is in your pow- 
er to give me a greater gralilication, from the good treasure 
cf youi heart. 

I am miich pleased with your remark on Dr. * * ♦’ ser- 
mon j I saw it some time ago, and thought with you, that 
he entirely mistook the meaning ot his text ; that his views 
of the gospt'l were very dim, and his account of that mira- 
cle of grace, r.-stvrition by Christ, very lame. I had also 
the hapj)int!.s '.o be thoroughly of your opinion with regard 
to bis irjud cions Outcries against Reason j I declare, I look 
upon ni) religion to be reason in its highest refinement. 
My reasen says, prove all things j admit nothing without a 
E.'itistcctor^ proof ; and, when any thing is proved to be le- 
vcaltr. by' Goci, receive it aa an oracle. — 1 cannot but think. 
lilM-vvise, that every part of our religion (though absolutely 
i.i.cistoverable by reason) is, when discovered and under 
scuoiki, perfectly rationui, as it comports with the attributes 
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of fbe godhead ; suits the state of man ; and is most ad« 
rnir-tbly adapted to display the divine glorv, and redress 
human misery ; whatever is f ^rmed with such a ten Iciicy, 
to this mi/ reason most readily subscribes, and pronounces 
worthy of all acceptance 

I hope, bv the time ot the arrival of the inclosed frinlc, 
you will have a freight ready for the vessel ; and t > n ■. I 
assure you, it will be more precious than tne mercha.iJiiiu 
of silver, or rhe gain of tine gold. 

You have taken an effectual method, to make -ne (ener* 
vated as my arm is, and languid as my spirirs are) more 
punctual for the future in my co'^respondeoce If ihir hand 
has strength to hold a pen, it shall not be tar ’.y m execut- 
ing this office ; ar rather in discharging this debt any 
more. 

I am entirely of your opinion, with regard to the aspect 
of the times : there seems to be a black cloud hanging 
over the protestant world. I tear, we have abased our 
privileges Now perhaps the Lord is going to take his tun 
in his hand, and thoroughly purge his floor. Prepare us, 
blessed Jesus ! be our strength in an hour of trial ! be our 
light in a day of darkness ! 

1 have had some thoughts of publishing a couple of ser- 
mons- preached on the two preceding fast-days, relative to 
this important point. One upon lizeic. xviii. 27, the other 
upon Heb. xi. S8. Of these two discour cs, con rary to 
my usual method, I happened to take notes. They pretend 
to nothing refined or extiaoidinary, they ail :ct neither 
soaring sentiments, nor lofty style ; they arc studiously plain, 
only, 1 think, they enlarge more upon Oanst our sanctitica- 
tion, our redemption, our only refuge, than most of t ie 
discourses, which I have seen written on that occasion -• 
^ViJl you give me your advice, and put up a prater for tne 
divine direction ? “ ^ 

1 long for the arrival of your precious cargo ; to me it ia 
peculiarly precious, as it makes evident, t.iat life and icn- 
murtality were known in ancient times, and revealed in the 
ancient scriptures. It seems to me a strange, and worse 
than an useless attempt, to j/antrovert, and endeavour to 
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crerfhrow this truth. — May you, dear Sir, have much o{ 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, to discover t^'e 
truth } much of the spirit of counsel and of might to display, 
. defend, anu cstab.tsii the truth I even the truth as it is in 
Jesus. 

I am. 

Dear Sir 

Your very affectionate, 
and truly sincere Friend, 

JAMES HERVE\. 


LETTER CXVHI, 


Sunday Morning. 

Dear Sir, 

I FIND by the papers, that your old friend Dr. 
* • • the physician is dead ! — W hat a cad to us to get our 
lamps trimmed, and our souls ready for their exit I — what 
a firfcibk admonition to do good to imm *rtal souls while 
we have opportunity ! — May the God of glory be eyej with 
and bless you with ail spiiitual blessings / 
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I greatly wi'sh, that those in the practice of physicte, 
•woiiW study St. Paul, as yvell a Ilipporrates ; —and attend 
occasicnally to the religious wants of their patients, whea 
they are consulted as to their bodily disorders. This would 
be acting the part of Christian physicians. — This would be 
erdeavnuring to copy after the comoassionate physician of 
mankind, who, while he cured the body, cured the so .1. 

Being totally and continually silent at the patient’s bed- 
side, is, I think, in some measure, denying or being asham- 
ed of the diyine Redeemer, who bought us with his blood. 
— Is It not, as it were, refusing to embark in his cause ? 
How many sick might be improved and comforted by a 
phvsician, without any hindrance to his prescriptions, de- 
triment to his character, or loss of his time? — O.i! that 
these masters of the healing art would set the Lord always 
before them ; and then he would direct their paths! 

I was looking the other day into the life of Sir Philip 
Sidneift who wrote the .<4rcad/a, in queen ti ne,— 

and I find it recorded of him that, “ being shot in the 
<• thigh in encountering the Spaniards near Zutphen ia 
“ Holland, and parched with thirst, a bottle of liquor was 
“ procured for him, — and just as Sir was about drink- 
s' ing it, a poor soldier in tne same condition, bleeding and 
« ghastly, was carried along by him, and cast up his dying 
eyes at ihc same bottle ; wliicb Sir Philip perceiving, 
«* t(;ok it from his own mouth, and gave it the poor man 
with these words, Tht NtcEssu r, honest friend, is 
«* YET GREATER THAN MiNE.” — He tulJ the SurgCOnS 
when they cut him, “ that tiie/ had indeed a man under 
their hands ot a sensible and delicate nature, yet one, 
** to whom the great Redeemer had given power above 
himselt, cither to oo, or sarFER : and t itrefore desired 
they would not tiirow a DlcmisU on ineir art, tnroagn 
** over tenderness.” 

His last words were, " love my memory : — Cherish ray 
** friends I heir fidelity to me may assure you tuey are 
“ honest: — But ab >ve all govern your own will and atfec. 
*' tions, by the will and word of your Creaioi and daviour . 
“ in MA beholding the end of tai$ wunu, ana an its yani* 
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** ties,” I will warrant you the soldiers refne»nbered these 
words of their general } and so would the sick in like man- 
ner, long remetnber the words of tht*ir physician, if he 
would now and then i^troduc-^ a few religious hints, a.».l 
drop occasionally a striking sentence or too, wita proprie- 
ty and seriousness. 

Worldly craftiness is a bad guide ; I wi h you mav have 
religious discretion for your’s, as Tetemaduis had trie dis- 
creet Mentor . — And that you would begin (instead of pay- 
ing court to the great,) to court souls fjr the everlasting 
bridegroom. — This is your true iiitetest j — and w ill avail 
you, when eycry worldly consideration will be found inef- 
fectual. 

. As soon as I had read Mr. * * *’s letter, I burnt it ac- 
cording to your desire, — Who can now retrieve tne sylla- 
bles, sentences and words ? Thus are the sins of them, who 
believe in the divine Jesus, done away. Woat a privilege I 
what a blessing ? Should not our souls exult in it ? Snould 
not our discourse dwell upon it ? 

Adieu, dear Sir,— and believe me with great respect, 
?nd hearty wishes for your present and eternal welfare. 

Dear Sir.. 

Your very affectionate 

and truly sincere Friend, 

JAMES HFAVEY. 
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LETTER CXIX. 


Wednesday Momngl 


Dear Sir, 


The grievance, of which you CoTi’Dlain, like 
many other grievances, is irremediable ; for according to 
the old proverb, whit is every one’s business is no one’s* 
It is the same in niimbcf'iess instances : — How many turtf 
pikes are erected, where the money taken will scarce de* 
fray the experce of the gate ; and where the roads neither 
arc, n 'f will be mended i and consequently, they are nui- 
s.’.nces instead of benefits ; yet our nobility and members 
of parliament pasr. iVeequently through such turnpikes, com* 
plain of the grievance, but take no pains to redress it.— 
And even in an affair of the highest consequence, how 
neglig'-nt is the community ? I mean, in the long expect- 
ed retermation ofmur I targy ; in wliich, excellent as it is 
upon the whole, vhere are so i.e passages so justly excep- 
tionable *, fhjt every bisnop in the kingd rm will tell you, 
he wishes to have them expunged ; and yet 1 know not 
for what political, or timid reasons, it continues just as it 
did Had o\xt, first rejormers been thus indolent, we still 
h id been Papists — Our law s are a matter of daily com- 
plaint, ana nnghi mos. certainly be abrid^^ed to tne great 
bcncfii of the nation : this ;s ailowcd Dy every individual ; 
but the parlia neiit you see, will n<it exert themselves in 
bringing this impoiiant afifair to pass. 

i nave otieti wondered, thit in tins age of humanity, (lor 
si.cn with all its taulis u certainly is) that while Infirmaries 


. * Mr. Hervey ufed to complain, tk a ihf bapiifmal fcrvice, (See Vol I* page S33.}and 
Uiai tu* > ‘ viiiuuua ei tat ^icK wwic vary tud muca wtuttd aaieadfficaC| 
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Bre erecting in different parts of the kingdom, public brid- 
ges building, and large collections making f^r charitable 
uses, that there should be no societies established for re* 
dre sing grievances. To found such kind of Societies, 
would be truly laudable, and highly beneficial : mav God 
of his infinite good ess and unerring wisdom, put it into 
the hearts of fhe active, the benevolent, and the pow. rful, 
to set in good earnest about the institution of societies f )r 
redressing our grievances ; some tor public, and others tor 
private grievances. — Where such ones established, what a 
•world of good might be done ! then the fatherless, the 
widow, and the injured, would have substanMal friends al. 
•ways at hand, who would rescue them from their oppr's. 
sors, by taking them under their own protection, and de- 
fending their cause out of the subscription fund — From 
these funds likewise the expence of procuring useful acts 
of parliament, or of getti- g ineffectual ones amended or 
repealed, might be defrayed. 

1 know you will be rleased to hear that Mr, * * *, has 
lately wrote very seriously to Mr. * * about his religious 
concerns, and pressed him strongly, to at rERMiNa (as 
“ his expression was) and set about re’igio'i in good earn- 
« est.” — “ Pray dear Sir,” said he in one part of his letter, 
** take care, and do not hurry away life : — Give that affair 
«* a serious thought ; I am sure it is worth it —I wish you 
« well, (Sorry am I to say I think) better than perhaps 
** you wi?h yourself- I should be glad to be mistaken.— 
*« Would to God I could persuade you resolutely to fall in 
** love with religion, and espouse its cause with all your 
interest, and with all your might. — Was that once and 
thoroughly to be the case, what an instrument might not 
you be, in the hand of God, to rouse men from their 
« lethargy *, to animate them in the pursuit of their own 
** eternal welfare ; and to encourage thei.* xeal for that of 
“ others ?— Oh S r ! a man with your capacity, your for- 
“ tune, your opportunities, what could their be too hard 
“ for him — except himself! — By your irresistable argu- 
•* vnents and spirited behaviour you knock down others on 
“ every occasion^ and carry almost every point you under* 
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" take; why don’t you knock down yourself ?-»Aude 
" sapcre, incipc. 

, ” What conscience dictates to be done, 

“ Or warns you not to do, 

** Tlo\ as your hell, with horror shun, 

«* 'fhat, as your heav’n, pursue.” 

Pope's Unive*sal Prayer^ 

Tn another part of his letter, he thus interro»ited Mr. , 
* *. — ” Will not every wise man, frequently ask hi.nself 
** some such questions as these ?- -Am I, or a n I not, in 
the rii>ht road ? — How long shall I halt between two 
“ opinions ? — Is not to dav certain, and to morr )w uncer- 
“ tain.^ — Am I ashamed of being religious ? H ive I cou- 
“ rage to stand it out against God, and not against tiis 
“ World f — Do I take proper care ot my children's religi- 
o'is principles ? — If I destroy myself, sliall 1 destroy my 
off sprite too ; — an ! eternally ?” 

Towards the conclusion he added ; ** you have recom. 
“ mended several books to me, let me recommend Rymer's 
** * Representation of revealed Reli'^ion toyou s — tliough, if 
I was to advise Mr. * *, it should not be merely to 
“ READ, but to DETERMiNii ; — resolutely and unalterably 
« TO DETERMINE to be a religions man.— You want no in- 
structions, and the time ot life with you is gone a great 
way. — Some people, I can tell you, suspect you for a 
** deist : if you really are so, I then ask, do you aci devout- 
•' ly on your own principles ? Do you pray, to God dsily ? 

« this every deist will allow to be necessary ; aud, till yoj 
have habituated your mind to prayer, I snail have little 
** expectations of doing you that important service, whicii 
** you must be sensible by my writing tuis letter, Ian 
<* very desirous doing, as far as in me lies.— The rest 


* Dr. Rymer has i great variety of new, yet folid thoughts ; expreifod with a 
-and pecttliarity of ilyic^MUcn^ly eutcmiuingi aod ^uitc onaifc^ea| Price 
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*• mwsi be left to s superior agencv ; 1 mean the operation 
** rf God’s holv spirit on votir heart." 

No answer has yet be en '•eturned by M'. * ** * * to this 
Irtter. I believe, he is puzzled how to 'act. He cannot 
vrl! pass it by in silence; and to give any thing .under his 
hand on so irterestJng a S' bipct as religion, will be, to a 
Iran of his torn, vrry iiiflicible. 

You see by the papers, t'nt our great w^t * 's dead — -Is 
it rot a little remarkable, that so long before his d.’"th, he 
should be deprived r.f his senses ? — deppved of them at t'le 
vety t me he u as about writing a mo‘t pernicious book, 
which I am told, he intended to have published with this 
lrdi< 'ous title viz. The Memoirs of the Reverend hV. Jcp- 
f] a Quixote, Saint Errant s the true and undoubted son of 
ifie renowned Don Quixote, Knight Errant ; who inherits 
all his 1 at her' s virtues. The of w!<ich was to bur- 

Ihque things sacred, as enthusiastical, and to set in a ridi- 
culous light, some of the most exemplary Christians, under 
the notion of Saint Errantry.— This would have been a 
most malicious piece of wit ; and being the production of 
so celebrated a genius, would have spread like wihlfire, 
pregnant with infinite mischief ; for as Horace has justly 
Remarked, 


— ’ Ridiwlum acri 

s Eortius Si melius magnas plerumque secat.1( 

Hot, Sat. X. Lib. I. 

t 

YTen yon reflect on this, and other attempts to discou- 
rage good men, and to render religion contemptible in the 
eyes (»f worldlings, are you not apt to say with the Rsalmtst, 
** 'i he Lord that dwelleth in heavcti shall laugh them to 


* Suppofed tv be Dean Swift. 

f 1 hits trianated by Mr. Francis, 

For ridic'ilc fhall frequently prevail, 

** And cut the kagt^ when grayer rcafom 
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*• scorn.*" He, though unseen, directs the whole bv h s 
wise providence; turneth men’s hearts as seemeth good 
unto him ; and in hs hands a-e the apponitments of life 
and death. — To his guidance, and to his protection, I coni* 
mend you, my dear bit, and 

Yours most affectionately, 

JAMES IIERVEYi 


LETTER CXX. 


Friday NighU 


Dear Sir, 

I HAVE sent you the following letter for vour 
inspection, and shall make no remarks on it myself, lest I 
mislead your judgment. The gentlem m, who wrve it 
means well, and is desirous of promoting the interes' f fie 
gospel in the way which he apprehends to be r/g'it ; b .t 
he thinks differenMv from you, and me, not only in his no- 
tionsodmpufedrighfeousness, butof other evangel.csl oeculi- 
arities. — I have transcribed his letter, and concea'ed his 
name, that you may communicate yo.'.r remarks with :n ire 
freedom, than perhaps you would have done, had I not 
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t^kcp thfse precautions to prevent your discovery of my 
.C(>rrciiponden|i^ 


Oct. 7, l7J!t. 


Aly very dear Friend, 

Witherspoon’s e«av on the Connection 

beftceen the Doctrine of Juslificalion by the imputed RightC' 
ousness of Christ and Holiness of Life, dedicated to you* 
was lately put into my hands. — You know, that I have an 
urcorquerable dislike to yrur favourite expression, thk 
iMPUThD Righteousness cf Christ. J would on no ac« 
count have used it in any of my own writings; and 1 wish 
it was universally laid aside, particularly by eve'ry minister 
in bis pulpit ; because 1 apprehend, tlu* notions, which the 
generality of people conceive of the Imputed Righteousness 
of Christ, has done as much mUclvcf, especially amongst 
lilt lower sort, to the cause of Christianity, as the writings 
ct inficeljty hate dene amongst those f f a higher rank. - 
1 his is n y settled opinion — tniidels may be, and often have 
been ctT.viiiced ; but persons •f weak minds, habituated 
to the. SOI nd of the impuied RicHTtousHtss of Christ (a 
satislactcry dibniticn of wliicli yery few can give) arc not 
oiJy steeled against all conviction, but are too ape to disre- 
gard nxraliiy ; and to censure and despise every preacher 
anu w ritcr, who Irom principle, or any oilier cause, disap- 
proves of this Cant '1 erm : pardon me, tor 1 really think 
It so, and therefore cam ot call it otherwise ; yet I own 
n.\jtlt.a gicttt aomircr ot W ithei'sjioon' s * Essay, I think it 


• M itkcrlpoon^Effay on The Connedi^n l-.ciM Ccn the todrir.c of Juftification by the 
in rtitifd JR iijlitcifuliitla <;1 Cbiiit, and Ilubn*:*c»l Life; vi ith lufiie rcllcfiorta ll* 

■veepuon wi icli t^L Ciotiii. r has met with m the waiM. (iccund edition) may b* 

Miti«i ill •.}.< Mianci, oi ol JUii«y in the Iroulnyi I'ltce ui.c emllinf* 







the Tsest defence ot the doctrine at "redemption that I have 
ever seen,— my principal and almost only objection ^ 
against the phrase. Imputed Bighteotisness, It apptafa 
me quite unscripfural to speak of the righteousness of 
Christ being imputed to us : it is liable to great abuse, and 
it is not easily understood ; — nor am I satisfied to use it* 
notwithstanding all you have said in its defence; and all* 
that so judicious and excellent a man as Dr. Doddridge (in 
his sermons on Salvation by Grace) has said to explain 
it. — I fill in, however, with Witherspoon's sentirnents* 
though 1 do not use his particular phrases; — ‘and you will 
observe, he himself often intermixes others to the same pur« 
pose, as page 17, the Saviour’s merit — page 21, vicarious 
sufferings — Acceptance of the gospel, page 23. Doctrine 
of Christ crucified, — his atonement — page 22. Flying to 
the prop'iiation of Christ — page 36, the doctrine of Cnrist’s 
Mediat :on,/S£C. — By these it appears, that it is not the ' 

phrase but the thing — jusiification by Christ alone, on 
which he lays fi'e stress, see page 70, line +7, and his argu. 
roenlsy ill be equally forcible on any man’s principles, who 
is not a socinian. — I believe the doctrine, as he has stated 
it in page 1 - , though I should not chuse to use some of his 
expressions. — His remark, page 6i, Ime 18, 8cc. Is I think 
ve ry just, a.ifl confirmed by many melancholy tacts. — Page 
63, 64, 6 }, is perhaps too strong. — ri)c same may be said 
of oiher systems of morality : — I ney, who emoracc the.n, 
ana live u.isuitably, are hypocrites, bee page 6a, line 2 
and 3. 

Upon the whole, I heartily wish every Christian, especi- 
ally every minister in tiie kingdom, would carefully read 
this vey useful treati.se of IVilherspiwn'sy and act according- 
ly ; — ano if J had any acq.iaintauce with him, though I a.n 
hopeless ol biiiiging you over to my sentiments, I would 
endeavour at least to {prevail oi. him to substitute t(ie me. 
riis of Cimsi tor tne phrase Imputed Righteousness in the 
Text edition ; — ana tnen his booK would be more exten* 
sivelv useluJ , as niduy are prejudiced against uie imputa- 
tion ot aiioiiicr's ngliteciusacss. 
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latn, my dear friend, (notwit’i'5tandin:f our diffjreit 
opinums in tome religious points) much real estecin, 
jUiySt affectionately and sincerely your’s. 


So far tny correspondent, whose letter t shall forbear to 
answer till I hear your sentiments ; which 1 shall exoect 
by tbe hrst opportunity -—I a.n sure .f I diJ not thinic, 
that 'he phrase imputed righteousness, was strictly deferi- 
cible on'scriptural grounds, it should netrer mure be usei, 
either in the pulpit, or in the writings of. 


Dear Sir 


Your very affectionate. 


and truly sincere Friend, 


JAMES HERVEl, 


LEI TER CXXI. 


Weston-T aveU, April 16, 1757, 


Dear Sir t 

. Believe me your letters are far [from fatigu> 
ing me : they refresh me even under my greatest weakness. 
Tney tell me o^Jesus, which was crucified, the only cordi* 
al for my drooping soul. 
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I am laised indeed from my bed* but not released from 
irv chan ber, after a violent fever. The two preceding. 
Ai/n^y/w I have been unable to officiate tor myseif; and 
my ciis^ rder hzs left upon me so grievous a C' ugij, as makes 
irv days espcciallv mv nights, become labour and sorrow. 
— Pra> favour roe with the continuation of your thoughts/ 
■3 hey cbef.r and comffrt me in my languid state,-<?nifc 
two sermons Mere transcribed, before this sickness seized 
ne: ard, since J have your encouragement, they shall 
soon (if my lift is prolonged) be put to the press. 1 pro-" 
pose lo entitle them, The Time •/ Danger and The Way 
to Safety f- The Lord God omnipotent accompany them 
wish hi' blessing ! mrfn they are, as the stones from the 
s! f phi rd*s slirg, but I remember it is written, they shall 
siibdue wiih s)iiig-stoi:es. In this word do I trust, "in this 
word CO I con fort me —May our Lord Jesus Ciirist him* 
S€l‘, i.nd God even oui father give you, dear Sir, ever- 
lasung consulatioa for ah the RtuUiie»s you tidve sbewed tf 

Dear Sir, 


Your very affectionate 


and truly sincere Friend, 


JAMES HFRVEY, 


♦ Therefermonswtftpublirtita in the AuguA following, with Mother faft fcrwon in 

I neat voiume, together with bii CoiifiJeratio: t „ii the prevailing CuAora of vifitinaM 
Sandays ; to which volnmc if «ow added, The Miuillry of Keconciiiation. * ^ 
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West^n^Favell^ McQl 19, 175T. 


■ JKv dtar Friend,’ 

I 'f "• ' 

Accept my best thanVs for your welcome and 
Valuable letter, which found me just released from tiie 
'chamber of sicknes'i : the fever is removed, the ’ cou^h 
abated, but my strength like the |bruised reed. And now 
jpy mind is a fellow sufferer with roy body j this being 
enervated, that is enfeebled. 

’ However, as I ;hn delighted with your criticisms, give 
me leave to propose fanother text to your consideration, 
which puzzled me much, as I was /eading yesterday : you 
will find it in Zech. xiv. e, 7. The Hebrew of the sixth 
verse, seems to be uncommonly difficult. 

A sermon or two J am still inclined to publish. In this 
and in ail our ways may the God of all' wisdom direct us, 
and the God of ail grace prosper us, through JJesus Christ. 

1 have not the honor of Lord Dartmouth's acquaintance, 
but 1 hear that be i« full of grace, and valiant fur the truth ; 
i a lover' of Christ, and an oinament to his gospel. — L tdy 
Frances Shirley is alive and full of good works, and I 
hope grows up in him iu all things who is the head. Dr. 

(whom you ^inquire after) still resides ai Nor^ 
thampton ; is in high repute as a physician, and, I tru-.t 
does not forget, or neglect ** the one tning needful 
though the world, the smiling world, is a Syren.— Lord, 
stopaour ears against its enchanting song, and let our eyes 
hUhd to its inveigling charms.— Mr. Moses B'/'ovone exe. 
■^es his ministry at Otney, with much acceptauce 1 a.n la- 
Wmcdi and w(th a good deal of succe8S,-.rAbout un da^s. 
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ago Mr Prey took i* faniilv dinner with me — O jr coi- 
versation turned na>-tlv upon p.>ints of literature, partly 
uoon evanHical subjeers : oh that areiuaytastethe sweet- 
re«s . feel the energy of the l .tter, and count all things 
d’oss in comparison of thei* transcen lent excellency l—Is 
pot vour interpretation of %cch xiv. 6, 7 lather too for- 
ced ? Is not the f flowing somewhat more natural and 
easv, if not more just ? 

It shall come to pass in that dav, there shall not be light, 
full and strong. In opposition to the gloom of night; bat 
row effulgence and clearness .f vision, anon obsc iri^y an 1 
dimness of vision : yet it shall be one real, determinate 
day ; whose duration, whose properties, and all whose cir- 
cumstances, are known to the Lord. Thus much he hath 
graciously revealed by his projihet. that during the fir^t 
peiiods, the morning and the noon of this wonderful dis* 
pensation, it shall not be entire day nor entire night, but a 
mixture or interch tnge of both. S).netimes grace trium- 
phant, sometimes, sin rebelling in tnc hearts of believers : 
sometimes calamity darlAning, sometimes prosper! y orig it- 
ening the state of the Church. However, at „the eveii-ti le, 
when such an appearance is least expected, it shall oe u i* 
mixed, prevailing perfect light. T.ien the 1 g it of t ie 
moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the lignt of t re 
sur-, as the light of seven days. Tlien the cart i sliiilhe 
filled with the knowledge of the Lord, aad hu peopie s.i.ll 
be all righ.eous. 

Freely censure, solidly correct this interpretation, it you 
think It iinpioper; and give me leave to exp. ct, accorl- 
ing to your own appointment, a monthly letter for tiie 
eoiuforc and edification of, 


Yours most afiectionatcly, 

JAMES HERVEY. 
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Tt’esterut avellt Jug* 6, 175T. 


jb/v dear FrUud, 


r- I IT/ Vf^Ti fr»o t?r/v in ^acVnowlec^ginp' the 
rfCPirt rf vrur If ttfr, which W’as vrry valuable, and de- 
served fharks. as speedv as they are sincere. — The true 
cause cf my delay, i« this; I have -been prepari^ g two or 
three sermon* for the press, which to my enervated hand, 
IS really a work of toil ; yesterday I sent them to Londont 
and hope to see them in print within the space ol a fort- 
night. I purpose to have some upon neat paoer, for the 
use of the gentry, if 'Gcd shall incline the hearts ( f any 
siK h I erst ns to lock into them ; and others upon worse 
paper, for the benefit of the poor, and tlie convenieiicy of 
giving av a}.— As sr.on as they appear, you will give me 
It; ve to tend you a copy ; and, if vou should like to give 
thtm among the poor, I will send you a considerable num- 
ber.— With tl em I intend to put into your hands a treatise 
li.tely published, uncer the title of Letters on Theron and 
Aspasio, in tw o small volumes, price five sl.ilJings — The 
author is a ^.u)*chman, I presume, because they are printed 
£t I dtvbvr^h i ^nd he gave orders for a sett to be sent to 
n I frenr Luniburgli. ' lie conceals his name ; and none 

V >tl vh.('ni i an acquainted, .are able to discover whose 

V ok it is. The re ate some strictures on my perf ^rroance ; 
lu- by fhr the greatest part of the book, is very wide from 
this n aik> bcti e things are truly excellent, and some anU 
n acctrsiups upon n e are perfectly justj but others (if I 
n istakc not) are unfair and disingenuous. Ihe manner of 

ib Ly nu iitcaiis dcbpicabie, rather elegant and bpi-; 
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f’Jian coarse or c^iilI : but there is «uch an implacably 
b'rterness of spirit and such an unchristian vinil-^nce ot 
C'*nsure, against hianv the liest men that ever live!, an i 
best authors that ever w'ote, as much sururi,>es and t»r'atly 
offends me. I think, "I never saw a not'on of f nlh tmre 
Jax, nor an idea of grace more exalted than in this hook, 
Ifowever, I will not fore tall voui Ju ^ej nent, b it will de- 
sire vdiir acceptance of the piece, and to have your remarks 
up n t. 

If voiir account of the ancient believers and their know- 
of Christ be lights then the opi lion of the ijenerality 
of divines is wron^ , they suppose, that the devout Jem 
saw in their sacrifices, not barelv a nobler sacrifice to be 
offered up bv the Saviour, but the Saviour himself suffering, 
blecdli'ij. and dying. How wilt vou reconcile with y >ur 
scheme St. Paul's declaration, “ the gospel was preached 
unto them,” explained by his definition of the gospel, 
Christ died for our sins?” Heb.'w. 2 t Cor. xv. S — 
You say, “does any where signify, effulgence r" In Job 
xxxi. 27. you will find bearing this signification ; yet I 
must confess, 1 am not thoroughly satisfied with my own 
interpretati in : It is too low and restricted ; — for the pro- 
phet is evidently foretelling a state of things and a stock of 
knowledge, greatly superior to any thing e. joi'ed under the 
Jewish di'.pensation ; and to this last^ 1 think my exposition 
is must suitable. 1 hope you hove a long letter ready, and 
will not punish my delay, according to the rigour of the' 
law of retaliation. 

1 am, 

Dear Sir' 

Your very affectionate, 
and truly sincere Friend, 


JAMES HERVET; 
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Prav favour me with vonr dessertation on Job, his time, 
bis conr^try, and religion. They very curious subjects, 
and you will enrich them with evangelical truths. 


LETTER CXXJF. 


Weston- 1 avelly SepU 3, 1757. 


My tery dear Friendy 


Many thanks for your last : I shall read it, 
and road it again ; and the Lord give me a right under* 
slarding ot that most precious and important chapter. 

J hope y<iu will accompany iny sermons with your pray* 
ers to God for a blessing on them, the reader, and the wri- 
ter; and I shall be truly thankful fur the communication 
of any remarks, corrections, or improvements, which may 
occur in your perusal of them. I nis, and any other of my 
w ritings I should be glad to have reel. tied where they are 
w r< ng, and enriched where they are impoverished, because, 
t! ough such improvements imy come too late to take 
place, while I live, they may, when 1 am * dead, be ad- 
miticcl, ana enable me to speak more usetully. 

What think you of the method taken by a modern critic 
to interpret i'sai. i\s ill. 3U. “ fLc in loco, fera arundi* 


• Mr. lU'ivcy »5 iicv tiivd — ai d fiat left behind liim a |corrcded edition of Theron 
■ Tid A’b ii«>; h; h cojiadeidtioi) e-f ihjs f^aifage, uuiioped.1 k ot ner, in whole 

l.auci»iiMi(.o:tc6*cu^clUiUJi liow it, wiii luuii puDiiDu 
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nis coBtus robustorurr. & jt'vcnci, sunt leones, tsuri, pC" 
“ cudesquc lasdvierces, sivi tyranni feroces insolentesque^: 
« auibus cof tinuata translatione, addidit psaltes hoc es ,’ 
[Here a word is wanting in the original ; and not knowing 
from VI hat author the quotati .n is taken, the deficiency 
could not be supplied from thencej “ q le de industria con* 
•* culantes argenteos rivos a:de tes niniirum 8c vastanres 
•* iudasorum bona* I he author queries, whether trom 
cure:c, mav, consistently with the propriety of the Hebrewr 
I‘ feuage, be in erpreted a river ? B.it I am certain, tiiat 
aii> such expresM n gained admittance into the school of 
the pronhe's. Your seiuiments upon this criticism, will in* 
struct, aud obli^r, 


Dear Sir, 


Your very afteclioiiate 


and truly sincere Friend, 

JAMES HF.RVEY, 



P0$ tSTTBftf, 0 

■ )Sp." ■ ■ •* ' . 

LETTER CXi.V. 


S'lturday Mormng, 


My dear Friendf 


How far'»s it with 'y'^u ? — Ov'erwhf*lnripd T ^nd 
with businesii 1 — bat still, I trust, remembering Christ, and 
eternal ages. 

I ihifik you reason well, and very strongly on what you 
propose.*— -Mav the wisdom, fom which nothing is hid, 
direct you in all your undertakings ! — may the power, to 
which nothing is impossible, prosper vour prescriptions for 
ll)v benefit and that of others I i assure you I shall stea<lily 
persevere in the use i f them, and intenu to begin very 
soon : though a continued cold and an unexpected journey, 
have nitherto unfitted me from taking any medici .es of 
this sort. — Mr.* * * of whom you enquired • fter me yes- 
terday, told me you. impute to the journey my neglect in 
not having yet sent y<iur prescription to the apothecary’s — 
an- 1 am obliged to your candour for ascr bing it to that 
cause, and iiui tu any disregard of your advice : for 1 am 
persuaded. 


.$1 Pergama d xfrd 

Dejendi poaent etiam i\dc dijensa /uissent. 

I have just been reading Gerhard’s Christian Support under 
all AfBictious * i and a most excelient boux it iS. — If your 


* Gerhard W88 one of the moll learned a .d bed of men.«— This book (prkc 911 ill 
S moy uri^iiiaaiy wxoic la Latioi but if tiaiillatioa into varioui iaoj^uagei^ 
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iredicincs have rot the desired effect, I must seek reJ t f 

fr )m him : — Fr im him ; not from a fellovv ! a > I 

vhat are all the consol jtioos, which all t ie creat ares injt'ie 
universe can afford, it. comparison of that grand cons-'U- 
tioii of our ron. descending Lord’s “Yearn my fr.enls," 
J jim XV 14. “Come a id iiherit tlie kingdom prepar'd 
* for you,” Matt. xxv. 34. Where the iiihibi ants shiil 
no more say 1 am sick,” Isa XKXiii. 24. — “ a i.l wnere 
there shall be no more death, n >r sorra.v.” R jv. xxi. 4 . 
With great esteem, and under a due sense of many ooU- 
galiuns. 


I am. 

Dear Sir, 


Your most obliged, and 
faithful servant^ 


JAMES HERVEY; • 
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LErTER CXXVI. 


Saturday Morning, 


My dear Friend^ 


If you have any la’v h-:oks bv you, T wish you 
tvould look into the indexes, and see what laws have be.^u 
knade to secure the Lord’s-day from prophanation. 'Tis 
'pity, that these * should be unknown to the coiO'-non pjo- 
plc} and.still a greater pity, that our justices of the oeace 
should not exert themselves vigorously in an iffiir of such 
•onsequence to the present, and eternal welfare of their 
fellow creatures, I wish a spirited pamphlet was juciei- 
•usly drawn up and published on th’s bccasion ; setti.ig 
the sins of omission in a true light. — It grieves me to t.iinic 
bow- much good is - neglected to be dune i especially by 

? ;entlemen who have leisure and abilities to plan schemes 
or the public benefit. But alas! so far are they f-om ap- 
plying ther.sclyes in good earnest^ to promote religion, tint 
they too generally ridicule of 'discourage any attempts of 
this kind — Ah I how little do liiey refljct, that the night 
IS coming on apace when no man can-w .rk ; (John ix 4*) 
and that for all these things God will bring them into 
judgment. 


• All perfont, who prorphmc tlie I ord'#.Diy, ire liable to the foIIowU|$ penalticff* 
tnd it' is much wifhcd that ihc magiftrates would ueieriniac tu put ibeie laws in execution 
*w\th the utmnii ilri£lnefs« 



LETTCM. 




ed though ipjciiied us by no less authority than the scrip- 
ture itself, which is profitable for reproof. “ Reprove one* 

that bath understanding, says Solomon, and he will un- 
** derstard knowledge.” (Prov, xix. 25 ) and the apostle 
Paul urges 'liniothy to reprove, rebuke and exhort, with all 
long suffering and doctrine, (2 7?m. iv, 2.) — Indeed my 
dear friend, you are very deficient in this Dutv of Repr >of, 
though you have so many opportunities ot doing it with the 
most propriety. — Pray lead this little pamphlet ovrr and 
over again. — Weigh it thoroughly ; — You will then, through 
the grace of God, be zealous in reproving others, and wll 
readily pardon the freedom I have occasionally taken in 
reproving you, w horn I so much love and ^value. You re- 
member Sir George LiUlelon's lines, 

** Some merits mine to dare to be sincere, 

** But greater yotir's sincerity to bear.” 

Dr, Sherlock’s Defence and Ccnfinnalton of his Discourse 
, concerning the K votvledge of Jesus Christ, and our Union 
and Communion uilh him, was put into my hands the other 
day i but in my opinion it is far ^from being a satisfactory 
defence. — Antisozzo is an unanswerable book ; and Dr. 
Sherlock never was so gravelled in all his life, as he was by 
the publication of that witty, keen and solid perform- 
ance. 

Do you know any one who has got Schmidius's Greek 
Concordance to the Greek Testament > I am told it is well 
executed, and it must be very serviceable, as it shews at 
one vif w in what sense the same w-ord is used in different 
passages. I will buy it, but 1 should be glad to see it first 
if you can borrow it for uie. 

Bishop Patrick on Contentment and Resignation, I here 
return ypu ; as likewise Dr, Barroxv on the same subject. 

•.Baxter on Cnaersal and Special Redemption, 1 must beg 
to keep a little longer, especially as you tell me your senti- 
ments, and his are nearly the same'.— Our friend Mr. *** 
highly esteems this book ; and he has sent me Baxter’s 
Aphorisms 09 Justtfication> which he has desired me^ as 
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they are f-xplanatf-ry of each other, to read at the same 
time. — Bax'er in the^e pieces, he tells me, steers a middle 
course between the Scylla ot Arminius’s System, and the 
Chary bdis f'f Calvin’s — hen I have read them with due 
aftei^tion, I shall without reserve, communicate my remarks 
to you. 

Oh ! my dear ft lend, what need have we for prayer to 
be puided aright amidst so manv different opinions, even 
of great and good men. Anninius, Calvin, Baxter, all ex- 
cellent men in their way 1 yet how divided in their noti* 
oi s ! — but Jesus, that eternal source of love, will, f would 
charitably hope, bless all, who sincerely desire to magnify 
his holv name, notwithstanding their different apprchen.si- 
ons on these points. — (jod of his unerring wisdom assist us 
in ail our determmatioi.s ! (iod of his infinite mercy defend' 
us from all error, and grant, that we may be true frllovvers 
of our Lord and Saviour, who is a lig'ot to lighten the 
///«, and the glory of Israel! what a comfortable consi* 
delation is it, that there is such a light tor rny dear friend, 
and for 


Dear Sir, 


your most obliged, and 


faithful servant, 

0 

JAMES HERVEY 


P. S. Please to lend me Staynoe's Instruction for the 
good Education of Children; and Dr. Doddridge on tiie 
iieligious Education of Children , — 1 am now about writing 
a little ♦ tract on that subject. 


• Mr* Her\'cy had Jinifhed his traft on Education of daughters ; which is now in the 
hands of his brother Mr. Wm. Hervey, WincMcrchant in Miles's Lane London, who 
has lome thoughts of puhliihiug iU has /luce begs lubiifhed. 
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LE ITER CXXVir. 


WestoivLavelly Jllondaj/ Morning. 


Dear 


I AM mucli obliged to von (for the loan of Or. 
Squires's Enquiry info the Foundalion of the English Con^fi- 
the pertormance seems to be carious, u^erul, aiKl 
interesting. — But how interesting soever the subject inav 
be to others, it can be very little so now to ino ; as my 
indisposition is daily increas’ng, and must, in all human 
probability, soon put an end to my being. 

In spite of the sarcastical reflections you say are thrown 
upon me, I must recommend to every one Marshall on 
Sanctification, and jenk’s Summission to the Righteousness 
<)t God, — Ihtse are v^ith me the two fundamental books : 
these teach vital religion. Do they, who would decry 
faith, and extol their good works, distinguish themselves 
by the practice of them ? If not, I must beg leave to say, 
they are hcjKcondcmned. — Only observe for the next month 
(by theia fruits you will know tliem) the conduct of those, 
who are such loud advocates for the merit, the dignity of 
man, and the freedom ot his action ; and of those, who 
lely on the active and passive obedience of Cnrist. And 
' then tell me ingenuously, which are the people, who pay 
tr.e greatest reverence to the word of God ^ and in parti- 
cular to the tcurth commandment ? — Enquire which of 
them jise family prayer ? — Whose conversation is most edu 
lying ? Wiiich oi them visit and travel on Sundays ? and 


* Mf. Hervey publilhcd tume Confiderations on the pre^'ailioc C yft ow of viiitiaz o® 
Sundays ^ whic^are annexed to the volume of hU f alt«Sermon4. * ' 
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wh»ch of them pass that holv day, as become those, who 
have named the name ot Christ? I w II be bold to sav» 
t at on an impartial examinuion, the majority will be 
found on the side of those, who embrace the doctrine of 
the imputation ot Chn.st’s righteousness ; and who expect 
salvation bv him alone, and not bv deeds, which they hatte 
done. — Yet 1 should wonder how men of discernment 
(men, who one would think should be daily sensible of 
their innumerable failings) could possibly espouse the op« 
posite doctrines, had I not too many melancholy proofs to 
the contrary. — You may saf ly conhde in this doctrine ; 
for this, dear Sir, is not to be considered as the particular 
opinion of James Mervey, but it is the general opinion of 
our exemplary reformers j ’tis the doctrine of our articles, 
and our hon ilies. — Will you say, that our modern moral. 
Christians, if 1 may so call them, are to be set in competi- 
tion with inen, like these ? I appeal to facts — Mark the 
effect of jtreaching mere morality, and of preaching the 
grace of Chi ist. — But so long, as the devil is suffered to 
deceive the nations, and so long as the heart is unconvin- 
ced of sin, we may assure' ourselves, that the doctrines of 
justification b) Clmist’s righteousness, and salvation by free 
grace. Will meet with opposition. Therefore St. Paul, ex- 
horts Timothy, to fight the good fight of faith : it is an 
address to a combatant, and supposes a conflict ; a noble 
conflict, tiie fii.est word in the most expressive language, 
importing all, which is good, and great : let us not then 
be ashamed of the cause. 

My cough is very troublesome — I can get lettle rest- 
medicines yield no relief — but my never-failing cordial is 
the love of Christ. 

Religion bears my spirits up, 

A faithful and unchanging God 
X..aye[ the foundation for my hope, 

In oaths *, — in promises f , — in blood J, 

, Watts's Hymns, Book I, 


•H«b. vi, 17, 


faPetXsi* tRev|i«5s 
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Stavnoe after whom you enquire, was a ^ood man, a 
tutor at Trinity College, Oxf »rd, an ! afterward? rect)rof 
St Leonard Foster-La: e; and in the year l70i, published 
in two volumes octavo, his Treatise on Salvation by Jesus 
Christ } mine is the second edition it is no contemptible 
book, though the style is rather too prolix, an ' he has some 
'peculiar motions. — But who has ever seen a faultless book? 
—All writers have their tailings more, or less — Mo mortal 
is exempted from them; not even Homer, Virgil, or Mil- 
ton himself.— This ought to teach us candour, and humility 
in such a state of imperfection; and above all it should 
inspire us with a reverential admiration of the Bo<ik of 
God, which alone is free from error ; by which we are 
guided into all truth ; and in which we are promised eter- 
nal life ; procured f >r us by the righteousness, sufterings, 
and mediation of Jesus Christ. — 1 wish, most heartily 
wish, you may suffleiently regard this inestimable book ; 
and then you will be like the tree planted by the water* 
aide, which bringeth forth its fruits in due season ; and 
like that happy man, ot whom it is written by the i*salmis% 
I look ! whatsoever he docth it shall prosper.” 

lam. 


Dear Sir’ 

Your very affectionate. 


and truly sincere Friend, 


JAMES IIERVE^. 


END OF THE SENENTH VOLUME. 



THE 


PREFACE. 


A riESE lftt<*rs, upon the death of Lady Frances Siiir« 
MY, came into the ha’?ds of her executors, who wxre highly pleafe 1 
and edified WMth reading them. They flicwed them to fcveral of their 
friends, and they were unanimous in dcfiring to ice them publifhed^ 
They had a great refpect for their judgment, and yielded to it for the 
following rcafons : 

They thought Mr. Hervey's true character was more legible 
here, than in his printed books : for he appears the fame admirer o£ 
Jesus in his clofet| as in his pulpits in his private correfpondence, 

Fp 
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as when writing for the public. His heart appears to have been de* 
voted with fervent love to his divine Saviour, They could not 
doubt of this, who converfed much with him, who faw him at liis 
table, or heard him at his prayers. But in thele letters here is frefla 
proof. They breath the warmeft fentiments of gialitude, andde- 
monflrate that the love of God in Christ did actually influence 
his private, as well as his public life and converlktion. 

The editors acknowledge alCo, that they had a view to the benefit 
of the public. They had read thefc letters with pleafure and profit. 
The fubject, of which moil of them treat, had warmed their h arts, 
and they had been the means of kindling in their breafl tlie fame 
heavenly flame. Tliey felt lomething of the love of God iri 
Chi 1ST. And they were led to hope and pray, that the publica- 
tion of thefe letters might be blcfled to others, as the reading of them 
had been to themfelves, 

Christ I AS Rea ukr, they are nut into thy hands, that thou 
maycfl profit by tlKm ; and !f they prove the means of doing thee 
any gcocl, give the glory wheic it is due. Mr. Hervey certainly 
inteiuiei tills in wiiling them. You cannot perufe one 
letter will. out feeing, that he aimed at this with a Angle 
eye : anJ with t!ic fame aim they are now laid before thee. 
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If the blefTed GOD pleafe to make them acceptable and ufelul t* 
kis people, we have eur re ward* 





1/ E T T E m S, 

TO 


THE RIGHT HONORABLE 

LADY FRANCES SHIRLEY. 


LEI TER I , 


London, January 1, 1750. 


Mt Ladt, 


Since T have wronged your Ladyship's conde. 
scension and genero.itv, by doubting whether my last let- 
ter would be acceptable, I cannot forbear making the 
speediest reparation possible* In this, I shall take a liber- 
ty, which your Ladyship little expects. A lib.'rty, which 
will more than compensate mv late unreasonable dtlfi lence 
of your good nature.— To hold your Lidyship no longer in 
suspense, 1 shall take leave t > comment uooti your valued 
dnd excellent letter. Only assuring your^Ladyship, that it 
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is not to censure, but to a^lmire ; to express mv own so. 
tisfaction in it, and to confirm your Ladyship’s good feso-‘ 
lut'ons from it. 

You are pleased to speak of vours^lf as an unvvorthv ob* 
ject, bcf-re the infinitely exalted GOD of all. I congr-r 
tulate your Ladyship, on being enabled to think meanly ot 
yourself ; and most heartily wish, that neither the splen- 
dour of any tiring that is great, nor the conceit of any thing 
that is go d in y u, may ever withdraw y'»ur eves from 
looking at vourseif as sintul du.>r an l ashes. Bat ho.v can 
your Lad3ship eriicrt.iin such self-abasing thoaghts, who 
have been accustomed to universal admiration, and to 
shine even in a court ? Perhaps, y-m wiil ratner ask, how 
shall 1 persevere in this ami .blc and a.ivant igeo.is te nner, 
notwithstanding all the adulatory insinuati.ms, tiiat may be 
w’hispcred in my ear ? Indeed, my lady, this is a very i n- 
portant enquiry. And the answer is ready. — By meditat- 
ing on the unspotted holiness, and adorable excellencies of 
the great CiOD.— On the extent a .d spirituality of his 
righteous law. On the exceeding fairhfulness of sin ; 
committed by creatures, who are surrounded .with tne 
choicest, cl'ioicest favors, both ot providence and also of 
grace. 

You add, blessed be GOD for all his inestimable mcr. 
cies. — Your Ladyship does right, to exercise gratitude. A 
grateful spirit is the most pleasing to our al.uigluy bene- 
factor, and the most honorable to our holy religion; it 
tends to render the possessors most serenely happy, and to 
fit them ior a continued communication of divine bics. 
sings. Let me therefore entreat your Ladyship tu culiu 
•vaie this ornamental and delightful dispusi ion. By fre- 
quently contemplating the fre- and boundless goodness of 
your heavenly father. His goodness is altogetiier as iin- 
mviise, as his power. It is great, beyond words, beyond 
thoughts, and can only be expressed in h^s glorious gifts. 
And 0 ! how marvelous, are these ! he has given hiiniclf 
to bfr your portion — his son to be your propitiation — his 
ppirit to be your guide-— his promises to be your charter— „ 
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ar<1 his kingr^om, his own celestial kingdom, to be your 
ete't ?1 irherifance. "Well mav we cry out, withthe Pro- 
phet* in a'tpn'shment, “ How great is his goodness, 
and how presti'- his beanty !” — I hope,vour Ladyship will 
a’ways bev arc of harbouring low and dishonorable appre- 
hensions of the divine benignitv. 

You sav- farther, that you read the bible with great com- 
fort —Persist, my lady, fn this best of studies. This is 
liio way, to enlarge knowledge; to encrease humility ; to 
(luitken gratitude ; to establish and improve every graci- 
( i!s habit — I reid rot expatiate on this subject. If your 
L: d\ship has tasted th.e sweetness of this spiritual manna, 
ro words ot mine can give it a higher relish — I shall only 
beseech the ever bountiful dispen'-cr of all vvisdoin, “ that 
the v\(!'d ot Christ may dwell in your Ladysiiip richlv/’ 
.\( f ( rly ho } eriised, but >ipk into your licart. Not only 
1 : vc a tr; i.sii nt iislkunco, but dwell with abiding ellicacy. 
A;:'i that, not scantily, but copiously, abundantly, and 
richly. 

Tl'.is is one of tlie noblest blessings I can wisli fur your 
Ladyship, at th.e commencement of the new year. This 
will render each revolving year, hapiiicr than the preced 
ii g ; aiiu render a!l, a preparation for, as well as an intro- 
duction t), a blissfnl eternity. 

J have ci.n'ir iir.ii at(.ci lo my worthy friend, the message 
which \our l.,;idyship was plcase i lo transmit. He is ail 
activity and z.id to serve poor Mr. Browne. L ke ohe 
thoroigtny .scns.ble, that yct.a I'tile while, and the distres- 
£ts ol our breinren, ai d ail opportunities of administering 
to their relief, wili be no more. 

1 forgot to return my tnankful acknowledgments to your 
Lady si. !p, for attempting to jirccore me a sc.irt. J knew 
nothing of your Lac) ship’s being asked, when yon was so 
good IS to interest youistlf in ttie atlair. And I beg of 
your Ladyship not to bestow anotlier thougiit upon it. 
For, I assure you, 1 would rather decline, than solicit 
such an honor* 
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But* r<*?ardless as I am of that, F shall always desire the 
konor^ of professing and approving myself. 

Your Ladyship’s 

Most obliged, and 

Most obedient Servant, 

JAMES HERVEY. 


LEITER IL 


London, February 4, 17j0. 

My Lady, 

Mr . Whitfield informed me, that vour Lidv- 
ship was pleased to ei'q .‘ire after rnv hook.s, aod w is in- 
clined to adm't them into your collection. Eicoura^ed 
bv this condescending hint, they now wait upon your 
LadVsl'.ip, and beg the h mor of your acccpt.inee. 'Fnis 
they would have done much sooner, Out, being outot print, 
I was under a necessity of staying for the new e 'ition. 

1'hey wait upon you, my Lady, not with a view of de« 
tainipg your Ladyship’s attention, one single instant, from 
those inestimable and divine volumes, fthe holy scriptures, 
but if,. in some vacant moment, when a relaxation frim 
sublimer thoughts is requisite, they may be allowed to 
entertain your La^ship* I shall think them highly privi» 
kged. 
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And how hapnv shall I thank the author, if they may 
he a mean< cf misinjj in yonr Ladyship’s mind, a m'^-re 
frf q'.ient advertence to, and more amiable apprehensions 
of, the ever-present, the alhgracious GOD ! — that GOD, 
vhose transcendent perfections shine through universal 
nature ; and arc displayed, vyith infinitely superior lustre, 
ii the redemption of mankind by Jl-CSUS CHRIST ! — that 
inefliddv c-xceilent GOD, whom to know, is the only wis- 
dom ; whom to love, is the truest happiness j and wham 
to enjoy, in I'is own heavenly and everlasting kingdom, is 
such a felicity, a'; I cannot express, but shall most earnest, 
ly pray, that your Ladyship may possess. — This will be the 
niost efiectual, though a silent way of testifying, with 
sshat sincere and profound respect 

I am. 

Your Ladyship's 

Most obliged, and 

Most obedient Servant, 
JAMES HERVEl. 


Go 
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LETTER III. 


Monday Morning, 


My Ladt, 


I HAD no other view, in takin£» leave to o'^e* 
sent my little books to your Ladyshit), than to te‘.'ifv in the 
mo'-t expressive wav, how highly I honor your Ladvshi-.-), 
and how ardently I wish vour Ladvship the uneq iall “d 
joys of religion. Your Ladyship’s acceptance was the on* 
ly reward I coveted ; joined with an humble pleasing 
hope, of administering some serious and improving enter- 
tainment, in one of your Ladyship’s vacant minutes. 

Since your Ladyship has added, to your condescending 
acceptance, a generous present ; and douliled it, more 
than doubled it, by that very obliging manner, in which it 
■was conferred ; my’ heart longs to be grateful. I know of 
no other method, vfrhereby I can express my gratitude, 
than to act as your Ladyship’s almoner ; and make to yo ir 
Ladyship Jr tends of this mammon .ot unrighteounesst which 
when your Ladyship, at some very distant period, may 
receive you into everlasting habitations. 

I HAVE already promised some cloaths to a poor but 
godly man ; father of many children, , much afflicted wirh 
sickness in his family, and hardly furnished with necessary 
apparel. 1 am certain, your Ladyship will approve of 
such a practice i when it proceeds from a sense of oblig i- 
tion to that ineffably gracious saviour, who had not where 
to lay his head. Had not where to lay his blessed head, 
till he hung upon the racking cross, and laid it in the si- 
lept grave. 

In the mean time permit me to wijh — what shall I wish ? 
rr-What is the best blessing/ the noblest treasure, that hea* 
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md earth can afFrl ? This I would wish for yout' 
. idvship. And ! find it bea'iHfully styled, (Enhes. Hi. 8 .) 
unmirchable ric'ies of CHRIST. I^'find it freely oflfer" 

- ' in those invitintr words, (Rev. ri. 8.) / cotinsel thee to 
but! of ote ^nld fried in the fire, that thou maifst be rich . — . 
rhi'5 t'ea'.ure may the GOD of infinitely tender mercy, the 
(jO!) of unbounded munificence, bestsw on your Lidy* 
sh'n ! and this comprehends 

Pardon of shi : of eve'ry sin, be it ever so aggravated ; 
of all sins, be they ever so numerous. So entire a pardon, 
that they shall be blotted out as a cloud, and be as though 
they had never been. 

An imputed righteousness. That immaculate righteous- 
ness, which the incarnate GOD wrought out, in our na- 
ture, an 1 as our surety, Tnis is that everlasti ig righteous- 
ness, which magnifies the law, and makes it honorable. 
On considerati m of this righteousness, GOD, though in- 
fl 'xiblv just, yet justi.fied the ungodly. Tiis is that fine li- 
nen. that best robe, that marriage garment, spoken of in 
the scriptures of truth. In this your Ladyship may ap- 
pear unblaineable and irreproachab.e, even in the court of 
heaven, aud befote the throne ot glory. 

The gift of the divine spirit. Wnose sacred influences 
culiglueii the understanding, and renew tlie heart., work 
faitn, and sued abroad love; give strength to overcone 
this present evil world, and make meet for the inherit vice 
of saints in light . — The riches of CHRIS I include all the 
promises. Inose great promises; those exceeding great 
promises ; those exceeding great and precious promises, 
which are contained in the oracles of inspiratid i; Wnich 
yield a copious supply of present copsilation, and ascer- 
tain to us the invalu.tble reversion of eternal felicity. 

Your Ladyship will easily observe upon this occasion, 
how amiable a dispensation the gospel is ; which conveys 
ail these inestimable treasures. How beneficial a duty 
prayer IS ; wuich opens as it were, and stretcues out tns 
hand, to receive these glorious privileges. How desiriblc 
an ordinance ihe sacrament k •, wnich seals, ratifies, and 
cutifirms theca all to our euioymeat.— I'liat ail, ricn aud 
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incoinpflrably excellent as they are, nuay be your Lady- 
ahip's happy, happy portion, is and always will be, both 
■ the unfeigned desire, and earnest prayer of, , 

My Lady, 

* Your Ladyship’s most 

t 

Obedient, most 


Obliged, and 


Truly grateful humble Servant, 


JAMES IlFUVEY. 


IK'ITEUir. 


Vt'eduesdiiy Afternoon. 


Mv Lady, 


And does your Ladyship insist upon my writ, 
ing the letter, you mentioned? I was in hopes, your La- 
d'. sl-ip, according to your usual indulgence, would have 
with-dravt n ycur fconi'iiand, and dismissed me from the 
A task, to which my scanty stock of scriptural 
k (.u ledge, is absolutely unequal. Otherwise, I should 
Tfj> i'.’c tj cxeeule it, both as it would be an instance of 
'rdicnce your Ladyship, and might be lor the honor 
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of that invaluable book ; which is the Magazine of our 
comforts, and the charter of our salvation. 

Let me. mv Ladv he feated like Gideon's son, (Jodg.' 
viii. CO ) His pallart and courageous father, bid him draw 
wpon the captive kings, and sheath his sword in their 
hearts. The vouth, weak and timorous, like nayself, hesi- 
tated and recoded. The hero, seeing and pitying his timi- 
dity, released him from the office, find perfom^ed it himself. 
Pre mising n y;>elf. that I also should be excused by your 
Lacl^ship, I really have not set about the business. But, 
as your Lad\ship is pleased to memion the affair a second 
time, I will, with my best attention, consider the point, 
and if — IF, my Lnciy, 1 can muster up, or the divine tea- 
cher shall vouchsafe to suggest, any thing worth your La* 
dayship’s notice ; I will, w'ith the greatest pleasure, submit 
it to > our judgment. 

I think, }oiir L uivs’nip’s expostula’ions with Mr. R— — 
were peitir.ent, weight), and closely urged, It he makes 
mo a visit, I shall, in one paiticular, i mitate your Lady- 
ship’s example. Give not the least hint, that I had tne 
honor or seeing von, or have ha.l t ie favour of hearing 
fr :tn you. B.it, in another case, 1 q lestion whether I shall 
be able to su i.inon up resolution enough, to copy after my 
p'ttttt rn. Or, iho.-lu I attempt to sjjeak. roundly to him^ 
rny cr.eeks, j ale as they ate, woold be encriiiisoned. In- 
stead if working tonvitiion in a brother, I should suffer 
diserder in iiiyscif. S,j tender arc my spirits ! as 1 am 
sure, \our Lidvsliip must perceive, by a certain confuseJ- 
n< ss anu j lecipicuncy in my behaviour j quite contrary to 
that c: .se and Serenity, winch every one must observe in 
your L dyihip. 1 know not how it is, bur I caniior^ 
ciihtr by t.ie exercise of my reason, or even by an adver- 
tence to GC>D, icctify this weakness. — But why, may 
your Li'.dyslnp ask, do I give you the trouble of hearing 
tt.is Cuiiq.iaiiii ? — Only with a view of demonstraring to 
your LaUyahip, tn-ii ..oihing considcraole can be cxjrccted 
f;i.m « (<crso.i, to wiiom, as Cue wisest of men spcaivs, the 
^1 iiSi.lu/>/ic:r IS a Ou/'deio 
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■ ] rrust not corcludf*. without makinsr mv acknow^o'^^, 
ments, for the honor of your Lndvshin’« cornpanv. F^r, 
an honor it uncfoubtcdly was, and -u’ch I •^hall alvvavs O'^. 
teem it. Therefore, you rrav depend urv'n it, I slv-ill 
mention it to no body : untif I want to ha»’e o'd ooured 
upon, a flame, and the pride of my 1 eart, which is alr<*a'^v 
too great, augmented. I w.ouKi improve \our La 1\ ship’s 
condescension, and learn to see in a cleare’- a id more 
aATecting light, my inexpressible obIigati,>nii to mv greit 
Kedeemer. Who came from the habilaUon of his ho- mess 
and his §lorp, to visit a p or depraved, and condemned 
creature. — Wherever your Ladyship goes, you are sure 
be received w ith the utmost respect. Bur when the all- 
glorious J KSUS came into the worlds he knew, that he 
should be despilefully treated ; be spit upon, and-buffeied ; 
be cruelly mocked, and severely scourged ; be condemned 
to death, and nailed to a cross; yet he came — wiih chear- 
fulness and delight he came. Since it was, to rescue us 
Irom ruin, and obtain eternal redemption for us.— Should 
we not say, with the Psalmist ; JIow dear are thi, counsels 
unto us, O GOD! may a sense of thy infinitejy tender 
goodness be ever warm on our hearts, and ever influential 
on our lives! till we are admitted to see thee, in tny own 
kingdom : and love him w ith ail our souls, love him to 
all eternity, who loved us, and gave himself for us. 

May he keep your Lidyship as the apple of his eye I 
keep you under the shadow of his wings 1 then you will 
be as safe and as happy, as can be wisiicd by. 

Your Ladyship’s most 

Obliged, and most 

1 

Dutiful Servant, 


► 


JAMES HERVEY. 
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LEITER V. 


Wednesday Morning, 


My Lapt, 


I HAD »he pleasure of perusing your Ladvship*s 
letter to Mr. Whitlldd. And niubi beg of your Ladyship 
not to mention any such thing’ as obligation, when your 
Ladvship condescends to peruse my letters, or accept my 
bocks. Or, it your Ladyship thinks proper to mention 
the word, that it may never be applied to yonr Ladyship* 
but always apropriated to me. For I shall always ac- 
knowledge it as a singular favor, whenever your Ladyship 
permits me, either bv my little volumes or by a serious 
epistle, to remind your Ladyship of a crucified Redeemer, 
a d of immortal joys. 

I AM debarred the_£leasure of waiting upon your Lady- 
ship this day by a cofi^'h ; which would probably be en« 
creased by my coming abroad, and would certainly make 
me troublesome to the honorable company. — 1 cannot 
conclude, w.thout wishing your Ladyship abundance of 
consolation and spiritual advantage from the ministry of 
my excellent friend — May his word be sweetly efficacious 
ou your Ladyship’s heart ; and drop as the rain, distill as 
the dew M-.y your Ladyship enjoy such manifestations 
ot the dying J ESUS in the sacied ordihance, as may en> 
'kindle actori<.g love, and excite penitential sorrow ! — May 
all the blessings of the new covenant be sealed and invio 
labiy conhrmed to your Ladyship 1 that you may becom 
stedfast in fanh, j )yful through hope, and ever abound ii 
the wo(k$ ot the LORO.-- ibis wtlt impart the hi^hes ; 
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happiness td^our Ladyship, and will reflect an unfeigned 
aatislaction to 

' Your Ladyship’s most 

Obliged, and, most 

Obedient Servant, 

JAMES HERVEY. 


LETTER VI. 


Miles's-Lane, Thursday Mornir^. 


My Lady, 


Yesterday I had the pleasure of receiving 
your Ladyship’s letter,— If my little attempt was so happv, 
as to gain your Ladyship’s approbation, and confirm your 
Ladyship's esteem for the book of GOD, ray principal de- 
aire was answered — I could not entertain the least hope 
of being serviceable to the best interests of so great a ge- 
nius. But I heartily wish, that the IjOD of the spirits of 
all flesh may convince him, by some abler hand, and some 
more effectual means. 

My Lord, however, shews a candid and generous spirit. 
Especially, as I might be thou^^ht to have treated a favour- 
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its character, perhaps, one of his intimate “quaintance, 
somewhat too freely ; though, I hope, not indecently or 
rudely. 

Ah ! my Ladv, if the scriptures are a delusion, where 
shall we seek our happiness ? In wealth ? ’Tis a splendid 
encumbrance. In h^mor ? ’Tis a glittering bubble Iti 
the pleasures of the world ? Tiiey, like the bri le of the 
ocean to a thirsty palate, will irritate, rather than satiTv, 
In gay entertaining company? This is onlv a temp )r.iry 
Of>iate, not a lasting cure. And ’tis well if, like an ooiate 
■whose power is spent, it does not leave the spirits disor* 
dered, flattenerl,. sunk. But in the precious promises of 
the g.^spel, and its renewing cncrgv on our hearts, in the 
discoveries ot GOD’s bountdiess love to poor sinners ; in 
these grand specifics, for preparing and dispensing which 
revelation has the patent, the true h.ealch, caie, ana felicity 
of our nature are to be found/ 

Tor this reas m, the scriptures arc called wells of salva- 
tion. David declares, in the LORD’s word will 1 re- 
j(jicc, in the LORD’s word will I comfort me. * 

I AM this day going to remove, with .my brother’s fimdy 
to '1 oncriham. But if your Ltdysiiip is pleased to honor 
nr,e v\iih a y commands, they wdl, by beiiig traiisniittecl to 
Mues’b-Lane, be sure to find 

Your Ladyship’s mo; t 

Ol)ligcd, and most 

Dutiful Servar.t, 

JAMES 
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LETTER VTI. 


Milcs's'Lane, March 23, 1751. 


My Lady, 



Ir Cf'Ddrle v. it): \oiir Ladjship on the loss, whicli the na- 
tion has suhiaintd ? A serious letter at such a juncture, 
irav he no '.r.ore ^'n^caso^abl^! than a suit of mourning, no •’ 
the I’l'ince Roval lies a pale extended corpse ; and ho that 
was heir to the crown, “ inherits- worms and creeping 


tbii'.gs.” 

Tiicucu I wish your Ladyship may long enjoy, even in 
li^is inferior Mato, every honor tliat ennobles the character, 
un 1 every picasuie ih.at refines the affections ; yet give me 
Iff. VC to {joint cut to your Ladyship a far more excellent 
iiihf ritanec, than ciil the kingdoms of the world. — Ttiis is 
iii;[. laved beliije in that inexhaustible magazhie of 
truth, the scriptures. 'I'his isconjigneil over to us, in that 
ir.LSiimabie charter of our highest privileges, the Holy 


Bible. 

l iU'-Ri', my Lady, the true Christians are constituted 
I'.eiro (;f the j.iwinise. (..-OD, says the Apostle, willing 
II. ole ahundatuly to s!,cvv unto the heirs of prondse the im- 
n.i'.ial'ilitj of his counsel, confirmed it by an oatii, Ileb. vi. 
17. All inheritance this, not like the precarious posses- 
si- r.s ( f caith ; which thieves may steal, inundations may 
ciesiro, , or fiuincs consume ; but, vvliich is. firm as th; 
slrong n.ount.iias, and stable as the everl.isting hills. For, 
ti.oygii ail i;.:sh is (fading as) grass j and all the goodness 
tlic-rcuf, all its i|)leiidour, its dignity, and most admired ae- 
cori;} lisl-inenib, as the flower of llie field j which is sldl 
n.oie tcucic.'', and mucli sooner withereth than tiie grass 
iiscil : ) 4 Lt li'.c wcru^ihe promising word, of our GOO en* 
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diiret'i for ever. -Nav, heaven arv^ earth pass 

a« av, this sh'il! never fail Tne felicitv it o'fers, is lUOts 
]as»Tp than the universe ; is lastint; as eteriiitv. 

'1'rue cliristiaris are heirs of salvation. Are stvlcd bv the 
hcralc' of the j>reatking. Who, spcakin/y of those, exalted 
an;>els, adds ; “ Are they not all ministrin^ .spirits, 

^em forth to minister for them, who shall be heirs o: sil- 
“ vation .f” lid), i II. — What are all the patrimonies that 
parei'ts can htqueatlie, or ail the !)rorerments that moaaroos 
ca bestoiv ? Jo'aid t’iiey bi r.scerraincd to their posses:.or.s 
f r a noiltitiide ot years , yet they are emjtty ; they are 
Ui SHt'shictory ; and no more al.de to content the desires of 
an imin ntal soul, than a few drops ot tbs som’.iu’r-siiowef 
are sullicient to till the vast cavit.es of the oce.in. liat sal. 
\^stio I !.■> a portioii, large as^our wMiits, boundles.s as o ir 
wishes i and com nensarnte to all our ca;)acitie4 of li.ipni- 
ne^s. Salvation compreiicnds lil it pardon of sins, wliich 
biottotli Out the h.iml-writiitg of condein:; ition, that is 
again us. It comprehends that justiiicatr.) i of oar souls, 
by wnicli vve have acceptance before theOOii) of li-ave i 
it comprises tliat sanctnication of tl'.e be.iri. vv:i ea le i ;.v’? 
us a'ter tiie uivine image ; and that imp.; of ctern d gi jrV, 
whicii gives us tl;e t.-ue enj )y.neni; of lais iim, an.ls)iie 
svvent anticipation of the next. 

1 RUii Christians arc heirs ot a king-.! )m. It jr thus are 
they distingaisiic:!, if not i.i tn,r olii ;e.s of iieralirv O ’Ij.v, 
y.ct in liig iiui)Ier records <jf tne co.ar;> ••.■) w,;. 1 1 t,ij n, 

tney are dignitied. v/iili tiio iliusir, oj.i c.iaraeter of -tings ,i.i 1 
pnestj. Come, ye ole-iSeJ of my latlier, uherit t.ie rti ig- 
“ doin preparea for joufroin iherupn J.iti jo :n t ij w jn.l '' 
A kingdom wliose mag.ii.i cilj'.l vV il }oC C i I i t I C* 

ccive not their measure from our deser s, n )t cvjo fr > n 
Our ihoughts ; but are propjrtionea to t-ie i u ae.iseiy ne i 
goodness of the most high CiOl), and to iiie auape-ivaoi/ 
precious merits of JESUd CilRlSl'.-^'rue chns-Uii., my 
Lady, are heirs of GOsJ, and joint lieirs .vitii C - 

Koin, viii, i7, Uut waat eye can survey the caicui ot laij 
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inheritance ?*Or what words cari describe its richness ? 
*Tis great as the infinite JEHOVAH, and glorious tis h s 
transcet dert excellencies. It consists in the vision of his 
irajesty, and the Iruition of his godhead : in the delig' tful 
sensationsof his unutterable love, ai.d a complete confjr. 
jnity to his most holy image. 

How ! tdy Lady, O ! how should we admire, adore, 
and love that most amiable of beings, that prince of titc 
kings of the earth, who, to procure tor us this blissful inhe- 
ritance, humbled himself to death, even the death of the 
cross ! — That your Ladyship may be established in ihe 
hope ol this heavenly heritage, and abound in the love t>f 
its ever-blessed antlior, is the frequent and the tamest 
prayer of, 


My Lady, 

Your Ladyship’s 


Moit obliged, and 


Most obedient Servant, 


JAMES HERVE’V. 
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Wednesday Afternoon. 


My Lady, 


I AM crrieved, T assure you, and ashamed to 
thii.k. that I do not, with delight and gratitude, accept 
nr Ladv.shifi’s invitation, and promise to wait upon vDur 
L.ru'ship on ‘Saturday.' — Am I then such a sullen and re- 
st ivcd so insensible of your Ladyship’s condcsc:n~ 

iion, and of the liontir I might do mvself? — However 
taultv in other respects, I beg of your Ladyship to believe 
me blameless in this particular. It is not inclination, but 
a constitution, tender as the foam, brittle as the bubble 
upon the waters, that is _njy bar, — Would your Ladyship 
suspect it ? I have put on my coat but once during all the 
winter. And then I returned home with a cold, and was 
obliged to take to my bed. So very much has my late 
violent disorder impaired a habit of body, extremely ener. 
vated betore ! — My poor heart, that is naturally fond of 
3tt'vily> aJ^'d would tain exert itself tor the blessed Ke. 
^jcetiief’s glory ; that is pcculiaily charmed witfi the works 
yf creation, and knows no higher entertainment, than a 
cortcnipl^tive rural excursion ; is sometimes apt to repine, 
at being cut oil from its favourite gratifications, llut f 
desire to cheik such ^un-submissive emotions j and rest 
satisfied in a coe uful thankful .assurance, that what the alJ- 
cratious GOD ordains, is incomparably better than I 
coufii chuSe for myself.— Let tlie voice of murmuring, 
tliert forv, be entirelv suppressed. C nnplaints, be ye for 
ever bani'heu from m) bps Let the praises oj my GOD 
be noon my ton^ucy and let alt Ittat is txfiitim me Oiess ms 
twme.— Alia X shall have a very euUearmg obligation 
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<0 bless bis infin'te roodness, if he is pleased to make the 
weak productions cf my pen^ acceptable to your Ldy- 
Ehip’f taste, and beneficial to ynur best is tert-sts. To get 
wealth by one’s writings, is a perishing a- q iisition. To 
win fame, is a splendid deluMon. Hut. to turthcr the co.-a- 
fort an(f salvation of a fi lluw creature, (,f a fiiend. an ho* 
nored, and highly-e^ecuied friend, th's is gain im^eed, If.^ 
(ten thousand ^^ages hence, vhen I have the pleasure ot 
seeing your Ladysliip in the realms of glory) I maybe per- 
mitted to jcflcct, that, as your Ladyship honored me with 
your notice cn earth, I was in some low, little degree in- 
strumental to establish your f ith in CHRIS Land encr^ase 
your joy in the LORD, how will it transport me witii 
gladi jfss ! — }\irdoii me, my Lady, if there is vairty in tiie 
thought. Tl'.ere is, 1 am persuaded, a superior portion of 
affection and duty. 

Your Ladvship will perceive from the preceding, that I 
have received tlie favour of your last. And though 1 can- 
not have the honor ( f waiting on your LudNshij), I shall 
not cease to pray, that you may have the noblest, the di- 
vincst being, not a visitant only, that turiicth m to tarry 
lor a (lay ; but a gue^t, to dwell jperpetuahy in your lieart. 
This is ills own promise, to tiiem that seek his jiresence, 
and love his name ; / tvill come unto jjoii, and make my 
abode xcith you, and manifest myself unto you. AuU h..vo 
we not reason to love liiM, wivj has f leamre in the pros^ 
periiy of his sertunts : who />' exal'ed Hint he may have 
ViC'iv upon us, and ivaitclh that he may be gracious auto m : 
who ..CVS — and they arc the m st cli.irmuig woius, lu-it 
ever w etc uttered — As thk FAiiia.i hath loveo i\ie, so 
• HAVfc I tovhD you. lour Lu.ya.ip would g.vo 

me your sentimei ts of the 1; st passage. For 1 must Coo 
fess, 1 know not how to cx,.resj miseit oil tne occasion. 
I can only wonder, admire, and adore. U 1 t.iat it sluuld 
be SO done to w orms, to dust, to sinners ! co can for- 
bear weeping, for their insensibildy. ot suwii love, anu uieir 
ingratitude to so infinitely tender a S.iviour i W ho vvyuld 
not delight to remember nim i jUciigiit lu iiavc.cumamui- 



LAVr FRAKCES WTRIF.Y, 




cation with him ? L'»ng, above all things, to please and 
glorify him on earth, and have the fruition of his glorious 
godhead in heaven ? 

Mav this b the portion of jrour Ladyship, and of him 
who has so frequently the satisfaction and honor of sub* 
scribing himself. 

My Lady, 

Your Ladyship's most 
Obedient, most 


Obliged, and 


Truly grateful humble Servant, 


JAMES IIFUVEY, 


LEi'l ER IX. 


April <16, l?5r. 


My Ladt, 


I RI''G leave to assure vour Ladyship^ that 1 am 
\,) v.ing any a-kiiowlcdgcinents, or hoping to 
■ I 1 -r letter, t *vanc only to be salislied, that 
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my sincere concern for your happiness, is ‘not reckoned 
imperfinent, may not be altf><rpther unac''eoiable, wheo it 
puts you in reinemb''ance of CM HIS P JESUS, and erernal 
ages. For I am perfectly sensible, that there is a tine to 
be silent, as well as a time to speak ; and that it is no 
impossible thing, for zeal to be more olTicioos, than nrj- 
dent. And as I would not be defecii^r*, in m/ gntit i le, 
so neither would I be offensive, in the manner of expres- 
sing It. 

I forgot to beg your Ladyship’s pardon for menti ming 
the affair of Mr,———. But, by menti ming it on'y lo 
my dear friend, I thought I had not transgressed vo ir La- 
dyship’s injunction. However, the last letter with w lieli 
you honored me, neither is shcivn, rur sinll be com ii t li- 
calcrl, to any body. Especially the concl i ling seiiienee : 
which, had it related to any but m\self, 1 shoul 1 have 
ventured to say, is n j ignoble character ; yet, not without 
woiKlciing, that vour Ladyship had courage to avow it. 
O ! may th.e LORD of all Lords give you to taste rhe 
comfoils, tl,at How from au uni ,n wita the blessed J EiU.S ; 
and to see the honors, that are intended for the children of 
‘GUDl tnen, nni'la p, your L'ldys.'ip, will acknowledge 
the one, to be abunilanily licher than all the inhabita.it> 
on earth ; the other, to be tncomparably nobler than all 
the honors cf birth, ot till, s, or of royalty itself. 

When the bells tolled, and the guns fired, in order t) 
introdu.e liis royal highness’s corpse, witii melanch )ly 
scleii.nity, to its long h<nme, was not your Li iysliip nue i 
iinpiesscd ? Surely, every stroke of the bells, a>id every dis- 
charge of the cannon, had a meaning} and spOfte aloud 
t;,e Psainiist’s admonition : “ O 1 put not your trust in 
princes, nor in any child ol man, ior there is no Kelp in 
them. For, when the breath of man goeth portii, he snail 
turn again unto his earth ; and then all his thougiUs perisu. 
If pr nets cannot be relied on, where shall we repose our 
cciiHdence? Is their none, of vvhoin we may s.iy, “ under 
his shadow we shall be sare r”— Tnere is, ijiy Lidy, tnere 
is. And, in the next verse, the prophet directs us to the 
glorious object^ Blessed is Key that bath the GOi>of 
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p 3 '''’on and fc'i’givenpss^ thoif^h 6ur divine master died 
pri if’st such dls^rncefiil circumstances ; his almij’btv fa- 
ther honored his obscqu'cs, with the most magnificent 
rrsaha of mouriiin^. 'I'he ‘heavens were hung in sack- 
cloth, nnd the efiiilgence of the siin was covered witn a 
veil. The foundations of the earth shook, an 1 w' th vio- 
Ic ce the impenetrable rock* burst asunder. Tiie very 
jrraves •);.‘ened their tremendous cavities, and the moulder- 
tntr (h ad arose. The veil (>f the temple rent, ari l the 
i: -aec' ossible place, the I oiv of holies, was disclosed to 

j.uidic view. And wherefore all these a vf il no 1 ae- 

oi.st form. htiis, ritttmdaril on the expiring j i'],SUS ? - 

1) aibllois, to roll awav the reproach of tlie cro,-,> ; to attest 
the nn-ctiuall; d dignity of his person, and tiie complete 
< f his atonement. 

They were designed t<) tell the iar.tlontive w^)rI^!, that 
the saifed, the blesse'.i sufierer was none oiiier t’.tioiM- 
MANhJhX ; (>Ol) and MAN, in one wonderful an,.i 
adorable person. Man, that he might be capa!)le of 
dving } CjOD, tl%t he might overcomt- and aoolush 
(iVrtth. Man, that he rr.iglit he (jiialin.,- 1 for snllirring ; 

t'nat his sulio'ings niig'^t be immens.dv iii.nfori >us ; 
;.r)iw- to take away the guilt, not of a single Cinid.-nd onlv, 
but <d ALL agco. and ALL nations, iroin the h. gin d i ' 

to the viui of time Have wo nor then, nu i.i !v, the 

iitn.o.'t icason to say r Bksjcd, for ever be GOi), fur tins 
Li r.peasablc gilt ! 

i l.ave bom tou tedious: the cha'^ming subject, and 

>1 nr Ladyship’s candour, nuist plead fur my prolixity — 
f,Iy health is so very precarious, and my consf.lurion 'O 
t‘i i rva.lod, that 1 scarce ever am able, and am al ■ a s un- 
fit, to wail upon your Ladyship. 1 have often foj ;d 

pleasure, in visiting the poor tenants of the me in st mr , 
whtre 1 had an opportunity of talking on heaveiilv 
li./w inucli more should 1 be deligiitiid, in an a-lmi iMta 
to your Ladyship’s company ; where 1 snuulJ he.ir the 
same favourite topics discoursed on, with ail the tefiae- 



LETTERS TO 


«8 

mcnts of pol’teness an(fsiiDe*'ior ! But ext'CJTie veVc 
ness and great languor, disqualifies me for the enjoym 'ut 

of this satisfaction. HoAever, I shall ofen ha.e the 

pleasing satisfaction, of praving for your Ladysliifi’s ahiin- 
dant happiness ; and soo-ctimes, I hope, you will allow 
me the honor of subscribing myself, 

My Lady, 

Your*Ladyship’s most 
Obedient, most 


Obliged, and 

Truly grateful humble Servant, 

JAMES Hl’RVEY. 


LEIIER X. 


April 14, ITSl. 


My Lady, 


When I received the honor of your Lady- 
ship’s commands, 1 hope your Ladyship was safely arrived 
at Twickenham, and 1 trust, very much refreshbd with 
your ride, * 



LADY FSAKCES SHIRLEY, 


«§ 


Mr. , my Ladv, is not'at London, nor is ex“ 

porrfd in I'ovvn. As T don’t know him, I have not en* 
qsiired much about him. But, I think, I have heard 

somebo dy say, that he preaches at ; and that one 

Mr — is to supply at the tabernacle, during the 

ahstnce tif mv dear triend So that, if vve are to stiv fir 

tlie favour of your Ladyship’s company, till Mr. — is 

upon the spot, I fear, it will be — n )t lik? your La Ivslup’s 
retd mess to do good, quite speeds — but like your Lady- 
ship’s disposition, to resent, very, very slow. 

I thiffk. your Ladvship’s preference of the country to t'lc 
citv, at this delightful season of the year, is perfectly W"ll- 
judned. Nature, rural nature, is now in her pri.ne. 'I'iie 
air i' full cf fagranc e The trees arc patting on their 
verdant honors. Lvery lias-thorn bush will soon boa 
nosegay. Lvery orch ird is p-ofusoly sidcudid win blos- 
soms. 1 he fields are rich wi;h K|)ringing corn, or gay 
with golden crowlont', and silver Uasies. ’File lain )s 
bUat, the linnets sing, and a concert warbles through eve- 
ry grove It nature has so many charms ; how mcon* 

t» yabl^ cxctlknt and glorious is nature’s ulaiight/ au- 
thor ! • 

1 lii-pe, your Ladyship will sec double beauty, in the 
bloon.ii g scent a of creadon, bv seeing a be evolent and 
aiioi.ibie- l)LI I \ in taem all. d’he sun, shining in its 
Ir test iu tre, will cl.ar'y display his Creator’s magniti- 
cciue. 1 tiust. you will be able #o read the same lesson 
by iiK nil Oi.’s fa liter lamp, and tiie twinkling tapers of 

the \V ill not every murmering brook., and every 

i; t..ot.ioLii b rd, whimper in your Lidysnio’s ear, tliat tiie 
l....rcl IS gracious, and has ploasare in the satistacuou of nis 
si.rv..nts? Will not cveiy fragrant gale, and cveiy balmy 
breiZv (iei.rare, how fric the couamui.ic itions of his grace* 

aie, and how reviving a sense of his love is r Dj.s nut 

tttvh ti.rwer, that enamels the gardens or e.nbroiue.rs Uie 
lueail, bear Aiuiess to the transcendent perfections of itj 
maker ; and woo (if I may use the expresdj.i) your L.i- 
dysiup’s aliection for the infinitely ami.ible COiJ ? Wtien 
to all these sweet iuUucemeais, is aduea ti:C g\jt, the inei* 
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tin c.biy prccii u« gift cf his dear son •, who can resist such 
heaecr’h goodness ?— Ten thousand delicacies, to re- 
gale (ur senses: is iiol tl is suj.erabundant liberality? 
Ki ( Ugh to CiTptivote every heart I and would captivate 
thi-n.’, vAas net hiirr.an nature deplorably corrupt ! 

^iiy every <bjt,(t remind your Ladysldp ot these plea. 
&i] g trull s ! May tl'.ey be lively, efficacious, and iiistru. 
n e- lal to work in your mind that happy tempc', which 
the apcsile bcautiiully describes, and v. hich is the very es. 
sei ce ( f true rcligi;,n. Speaking cf JESUS CliEIS 1 ', ha 

jiddf- ‘‘ whom, having not seen, ye love j in wiiom 

tia ugh now )e see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice 
with jcy unspeakable, and lull of glory.” 1 Pet. i. 8 . — 
\\ hen we lire under t!ie power of this benign religion, it 
V. lii Ia s}'i ng 111 cur souls. Ihe voice of joy ana giaJ- 
Mts, sweeter tar tfan tiie nitingaic’s song, will sooth our 
he: Its. Av. n.sj.tcls, incomparably finer than tiiC vi.'>ib:e 
(rtslicuMt i will cntcri«;u and charm the eye of our 
tanii. Ail) )our Lauvship be blessed with an abundant 
Shiite 1 1 this litippin -ss ! wh:cb will be a very tiesirabie 

«. k le.^ l.l'J llB p f t 


Vul.r Eadvviiiij’s most 


OLI’gecl, and most 
Dutiful Serrant, 


JAAiES I]r:R\’i'Y. 



LAHY FRATJCFS SHTFLFY. 
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LE'Il ER XI. 


1 oltenham* Jnne 7 , 1751 . 


My Lady, 


Pfrmit me, bv this pap'^r-messenger, to en- 
qvne pft:'r L;nl\ship*b healih, and to transmit my sin. 
ct'rcsr u idles, for the continuance ot t .is and every other 
idv- s-M’ir. 

M hen I h^id ?he In nor ( f writing to vrur T/Hyship some 
thve I mentioned a dcli.;htf d of scripture ; 

V 1 ic’ . I l.ojie, »!l i)C viritten on y )ur memory, and spread 
it- n.iluencc t'nioUi>h all the pi>vvers of vour mind. As 
ci.ar,r ters cut on the living b irk, vviiicii not only abide, 
but ern-vv udi’er and wider witli succeeding years. 

“ \V»'om having n t s<en ye I ned^ d ue cau5eof this 
car red aliei l‘o;i ajujOUT Apostle jioints our. We love 
i)'. cause he frsi loved us” 1^ A’cd us v/ilha mar- 
M 1'. u:. K)\ ii^ii-knuine-s — with a l^ve, t’uat p isseih know- 
ledge. AV •* dl vicici'ilv apj)e.ir, if some of its vy jiidereJ 
ciuiiinst. lues i), cous derv o. 

d u lioi.i it V’ ;r. ext ;Ci>ed. d o noble, t ) worthy ? No ; 
but tt; i lien at.d s;i Ku cri.- lures v%h.)'>e .iLiiit'» were ennii- 
t. -i t . 1 - MeOee ner, an.i his l.oiy law. W'ho 

(.!usi.ivtu\ i.ge<iiiee, ci:id were aliogeuier bjcjiiu abo.rii. 
nanie. 

i>) vv!.(»n.. Hy a moital, 4ke ourselve-r iJy the highest 
aM in » r 1). it in rrin.».r, - 'nom all t!ie angels a.iore ; 
w ii-'- L|.;oke t:iv wui:cl miu exi^icnee ; and wnu uplioldetli 
aJ‘ !l.no^» ov ihe '.voui ufhi;> power. 

A ow n w i^s e.*. ere.acd. L)icl liQ look kindly ? S[)eak 
giiiLiousi) c or liLijj us wiih his liand ? l^iese were the 
si. uiits, o liis n.o.i merciful vuuchsaleiiients He bowed 
»* » auu took our naiuie* * Me numblcd hiu.sclJ:' 
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lower still, and bore our ^iiilt. Fie that sits nn tbe t'-'" »ne 
of'glory, was ‘^tretched on the cursed tree, and l.iiJ in trie 
glo ' tny grave. 

Slv uld not we be grieved, mv LaHv, that we have loved 
this infinitely benefactor no m .re ? we n t 'lesi e 

aboveall things, tol vel.im more a'dentb f r the f.jrur<*- ? Or 
can I form a bi tter w sh tur your Lid.shio, m >re ex ire - 
sive of a grateful heart, t lan the sense of this excee li i » 
great love of GOD our saviour, mav be she. 1 aor n-lin 
your heart. May be refreshing, exhil ira'ing, ’elig vf iJ > j 
ycur soul, as the shado o of a great rock ni a wea>’if la id — 
It is the Pioph, t Isaiah’s elegant co npariso.i : 1 1 - oie,e it 
state of the weather, will often bring it to y >ur re ns n- 
brance — ar.d I hope, the GODof all power an I g u iueas 
will give you to know vvnat it means, by b ipov, hap ex- 
perience. To his ii^initely rich and evcrla.stmg mercies t 
commit your Ladyship, and beg leave to profess niySwlti 
with the greatcat sincerity. 

My Lady, 

YouV Ladyship’.<i 

Most obliged, and 

Most obedient Servant, 
JAMES IIERVE\. 


P. S. Would not a good microscope be a refined and 
improving companion for some of your LadiSiip’s rural 
hours ? This would shew you wonders of mechanism, of 
synimelry, and decoration, in what we usuidy regird, as 
the refu c of Mature. Jt would raise, I believe, tne moat 
venerating an^ truly amiable ideas oi tiie Almighty crea' 


tADY FRAKCPS WIIRLEY, 
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a^nr ; anfl hel j to tunc the soul for that song of the four 
ani twei tv elders; Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
olortj, and honor, and potter : jor thou hast created all 
things, and tor thy pleasure they are, and were created. 


LE'ITF.RXIL 


Tottenham, June 21, 1 3 5 K 


Mv Lady, 


I HAVE heard fhv brother talk of doing honor 
to a bdl : which, I tliink, c nsists in soeeclv pavmcht. I 
should not d > proper honor to a line from your Ladysiiip, 
if I did no: gratefully acknowledge it, by the iirst opp )rtu- 
nity. The reason of (what you may apprehend) mv pre- 
sent delay, is, th.it I did not receive your Lidyship’s letter, 
wlrch was written on Friday, till the Thursday fallowing. 

I rejoice to hear ot the peaceful state of your Ladyship’s 
mind. May the GOD of peace and love, encrease it ever 
more and more 1 and make all blcsdngs abound to you 
according lo his riches in glory by ClllllSr JESUS ! 

I have not had tlie favor of a line from Lady Hunting- 
don, f)r some montns. Wiien 1 was at London, to see 
Mrs. Whiifi.-H, oil her return tronri Bristol, see told me 
that the gjod Coantjss’s health was very much restored by 
the waters That she was (to Uie her own expression) 
charmingly wed. 1 iiope, this amendment continues 3 and 
wisn It may be perpetuated. 
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I congratulate your Lvdis'iip on t'le bar) )in'’ss of a b’- 
tievolent spirit, that delighrs in do ng goo !, and in nr ,-not 
ing others aiso, to acts of munificence O > on, hon >riMe 
M^adam, and, be rich in good works. F *r the eve' fiith- 

fnl GOD has said, Ihe liberal soul (n it b i-elv -“x 'c I'erh, 
bu’) deviseth liberal lliii\:'s ; and bu l/hnuil hints’ xba’t he 
stand. Ai d tlie all-gracious IMMAXUhL has d^- d ire l. 
It is (not blessed only, but) more blessed to s>ive than -e. 

ceive, I am sure, he put in practice his ovvn prece )r 

"What was his life, but a series of diliiisive chaotv ? >V i .t 
was his death, but the verv triumph over >liv'ine g •aditsss ? 
O ! for a heart inflamed with his love, an I co if ir ne i to 
his image ! Let the one be the motive, and the on.-? the 
model of your Ladyship’s generosity. I'lien will it d,- i 
sweet smelling savour^ acceptable to GOD through JblSUS 
CHlilS'L 

Should I ever come near Twickenhapi, I shall find a v’- 
culiar pleasure, in paying my duty to your Lidyshif), Or, 
was 1 in anv tolerable state of health, notnuig coulJ dei;;'ii 
me from taking a journey on purpose, lint if i should n. - 
ver enjoy that refined satisfaction, let me beg to be re.neu!- 
bered sometimes in your pray.rsj as, I tiiink, I iiav truly 
say, that I never recollect your Ladyship’s ainiabli n ime, 
without imploring tor you all the fullness of the blcsssings 
of the gospel of Clllilil' To ms ten.ier and compassion- 
ate kindness 1 commend your Ladyship, and beg Lave to 
subscribe myself, 

Your Ladyship’s most 


Obliged, and most 

Obedient Servant, 


JAMES HERVEY. 


lADT l»RAHCKi SHISLF.T. 


LE'ITER Xlir. 




Tottenham, Jug. i, 1751 . 


M Y Lady, 


The little piece mentionefl in my last, having 
received no orders to the contrarv, takes leave to wait uoon 
your l.a'v'ihip. 1 rrake no apolosjv fir its meanne-ss, bat 
rather plead this circumstance, as a recomatendation to 
your acceptance. It woul.d not become ipe, to offer any 
thing costly. That might look like a vain attempt, to 
bring y<Hir l.advshi;') under some obligation. Whereas, 
■when such a verv trifle is pre'ented, it will evide tly be a 
C‘ rde.cention and a favour, if your Ladyship pleases not 
to ciisdain it. As such 1 shall ackno.v ledge your admit- 
tance of this pamphlet to your perusal ; wiihing, at the 
ssire t me, and not neglecting to prav, that the LORD of 
a!' power and might, may in this, as he does in ten thou- 
sand instances, produce great good, by the slightest instru* 
ments, 

\\ ill yotir Ladyship allow me to propose a motto, for 
that little treasury of spiritual wealth ? Which, i hope, has 
reached you before this, and been honored with yo-ur ac- 
ceptance ? It is a motto, n» t unworthy to be transcribed 
by your Ladyship’s own hand; and I will venture to add, 
not unworthy to be written on your heart. May the di- 
vine spirit perform »he one, while your Ladyship’s pen exe- 
cutes the other I ** 

It is to be found Heb. vi. 17^ 18 In \Vhich excellent 
pur{ion of scripture, three points of distinguislied impor- 
tance are to be observed. 
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To whom the promises belong. To those, who flv for 
refuge to the blessed JESUS. Fly from the curse ot the 
law ; from the accusations of conscience , from the appre- 
het'f-ions of everlasting vengeance. 

For what purposes, |^,tlie promises are given: — For the. 
most noble and tlic most gracious : that we may be par- 
takers of a divine nature, according to St. Peter. That 
we may have consolation stn ng consolation, accordinglo 
St. Paul. 'I'hev are intended to be the means, of imparling 
the highest improvement, and conveying the richest happi- 
ness. In both these respects may they be signally effica- 
cious to your Ladyship ! 

li( vv firmly these blessl/!gs%re ascertained to the true 
ht lievei ■ Ascertained by nothing h ss, than the word aru 
the <.ath of JEHOVAH himself. And how strong is this 
security ! how ^urc is tl'.is title ! “ heaven and earth .may 
“ pass away, but net one jot of the divine word shall pass 
<* away.” 

W hen I have th.e pleasure of writing to your Ladyship, 
J am aj)t to exceed the limits of a decent length. But I 
not e, 1 asrure myself, you will be so tcandid, as to ascribe 
it c. hoily to that sincere zeal tor your Ladyship’s present 
and etenial happiness, which actuates the heart, and 
piuinpts the pen of 

Your Lad) ship’s most 

Obliged, and most 
Dutiful Seivant, 


JAMES IlERVEY. 
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LET'I'ER XIV. 


'Jotfenham, Sep. 23, 1751, 


‘My Lady, 


Accor DING to my promiss, the first letter I 
write, after my recovery, .is a letter rtf grateful nckn )\v- 
ledgment for your L idyshin’s favour Recovery did 1 sav ? 
'i’hat is too flattering a word. Fiir though my hancj is able 
to hold a pen, my feet are not able to carry me across tiie 
room, without socne borrowed : upport. 

You will proba!)!y be desirous to know, how my mind 
was affected, amidst such circurhstances of pedl and pain, 
— The pain too often disturbed my advertence to the gra. 
cious GOD, and interrapts.d my application to his almigh- 
ty majesty. V'hen the anguish is Ireqaently so strong, t'l ;t 
it quite shatters the thoughts, and renders them incapable 
of attending to any thing but du' load of ^iffliction. 

Vvith legard to death, I liunibiy bless divine goodness, 
I was under r,o terrilying aiiprchensiuus. It was dcsir.i no 
rather than dieadtul. llie thing tii.it 1 Ini’ed f.»r, r.it itv 
than deprecated. A believing couiompiauon of ij )LY.~ 
infinitely rich mercy, of CilRIsT’s uiispcakabiy uuntoii. 
oils atonement anti rig'itcousuess, enaolcd me to say wun 
the Apostle, O death tvherc is t'lp sting ! O gn/cf tvhere /s 
the victory F — How great then is tiie eiii.aey, and no, v 
precious siiouU be the intere.sts, of that' holy reiigio i ; 
which could support the weakest of creatures, wueii .;il 
earthly succours failed j anti couM give ctiiirage t.» t.'.o 
most obnoxious of sinners, even when samtnoiied to nis 
final trial 1 

Let us labour, my honored Lidy, to be rich in grace, 
ana strong m taitn ; for we know not, what irying ti nes 
may be at baud. We are sure, tae eilU ot au tau^gs le 
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r^a', aq^ the iu<^gp is at the do'^r. O • Jet ns dailv jef a 
clean T knowledge of the all sufficient Redeemer, a firmer 
ertsbrshirent in his mer ts. and a prnwin? conf>rrn!tv to 
bis image. Hi' CHRIST that unstings death ’Tis tins 
gU)rious captr-in of our salvation, that emboldens us to nU 
umph over that lart eremv. Old Simeott, having the child 
JESUS in the anrs or 1 is fl(tsh, and the promised mediauir 
in the arms ot Ids faith, can go down to the chambers of 
the grave with a peaceful tranquillity. — Of the saints, in 
the revelation, it is said, they overcame by the blood of the 
lamb. Overcame xvhat ? Not only the temp'atiors of life, 
but the terrors ot death, and the fear of eternal judgment. 
They overcame all, bv a believing application of tucirSi. 
our’s death. — St. Paul, in that inestimable chapter the viiith 
to the Romans, seems to anticipate the arrival ot the great 
day j seems to sit down, and examine, what will be the 
issue of the last trial, with regard to himself. After a ma. 
ture consideration, he rests assured, that he shall be ab- 
solved, when he is fudged. And why ? Because of hjs 
own good works ? No ; hut because of GOD’s free un. 
incasurable grace, and CHRIST’S immensely valuable pro- 
pitiation Fixing his hopes solely on this foundation, he 
dares even to dety every enemy of his salvation. “ Wlio 
stall lay any thing' to the charge of GOD’s elect ? It ig 
GOD that justifieth. Wno is he that condemneth ? It ig 
Cl - b I T that died ; ye rather than is risen again ; who ig 
evcii ai the right liand of GOD, who alsoraaketh mterces, 
Sion for us,!’ — May such sweet portions, s. ripiure be the 
solace ot your Ladyship’s heart, during the years of pros- 
jicrity } and the support ot your soul, wnen the day of ad- 
ycrsiiv lakes place I « 

You are pleased to ask, what I am going to publish ? — 
I was writing a littie .treatise upon sumeot the ii.ost un. 
portant doctrines of Christianity ; to be dissolved p-irdy in. 
to Dialogues, partly into Letters j ana rendered entertain* 
ing bj^severai descriptive pictures m nature . and its ever* 
pleasing scenes. 1 have sketched out the greatest' part, in 
a rough ui connected manner. But a coiisiderauie tuus 
Irvill be r^uisite, to dispose it properly, and polisii it tor 
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thf* nicff 'f fh« nrescnf This time, whether it 

w ill f lease the sovereign disposer of all things, to allow : 
or whether my constitution, always very infirm, but now 
more exceeriinglv enervated, will yield a sufficient supoly 
of pn>mal sPength, is a greater uncertainty. Bat of this, 
n v Lady, we are absolutely certain t that whatever uner- 
ring wisdom and infinite mercy orders, m^st be good, 
n u-t be best. 

Let me nf»t torget to thank your Ladyship for the singu* 
lar honor vou intended to do me, bv favouring me with a 
visit. It is impossible for me, my Lady, tp ascribe your 
silence to sav such motive as your humility mentions. I 
assure your Ladyship, 1 shall acknowledge it as a favour, 
if you give me leave to enquire after your welfare by a 
letter, and to ?tir up your sincere mind by way of remem- 
brance. 

I know not how to couclude this long epistle with a 
more respectful propriety, than by turning what I have 
just been reading, into a prayer : that you may receive not 
the spirit of the world, but the spirit of GOD. Which 
prayer, while it drops from the pen, comes warm from the 
heart of 


Your Ladyship’s most 


Obliged, and most 

Obedient Servant, 


JAMES HERVEY. 
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LEITER XVf 


Tottenham, Oct. 17, 1351. 


AIt Lady, 


Anot TIER Prince dea'i, mv Lady ! What 
then 15 {jrandeur ? II )w vain is p ! II )(v i'isi<j'iif5- 
cant honor ! si ce neither one, nor all, can r)reserv5 their 
roval possessor from the pit of corruption. C'ase ve tr )'ii 
tnan, savs the voide of scripture; — cease ye f otn man, 
srys this renewed demon -.tration of human frailty ; man, 
whose breat!) is in his n strils. For, wherein is he to he 

accounted ofr Not so, the Prince of peace, the Prince 

of the kings of ilw earth, the divine Redee ner. lie in- 
deed was once dead for our sins ;#but no-v livet i f>r ever 
more L'veth to be the comfort, the joy, the happiness 

of tiis people. Oh i that your Ladyship mav every day 

improve in the knowledge, the faitii, the love of thar in- 
conceivably excellent Saviour !— — I hen will you nev r 
want a companion, a guide, an omnii)f>:ent guird, through 
all the dange's ofthis evil world For, tnough friends 
should be cut oft, though all snould forsakfe you, yet .vill 
he not. Lo 1 I am with you always, is his kind, his 
faithful. declaration, even to the end of Ae world. 

1 received the honor-of your Ladyship’s letter. Which 
was peculiarly welcome ; not only as it brought me a 
proof of your health, but as it was an evidence of your 
continued, or rather growing regard to CHRIS T J ESUi, 
and concflil for everlasting things are our only grand 
concern ; and CHRISF JESUS is ^our only valuaole p jrj 
tim. Vanity has Jong ago been , written on aid utner ac^ 
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nil oth’r ^n’pvments. And whenever den’ll. 
V’- i»bs ihrm in his scale, they are sure to ^be found want^ 
in?. 

Yon mention the j-'vful n'^d hhppy exit of an amiable 
yonpir hi(lv. A Irdv ; and a younjj lady ; to triumohovef 
t^p king ('f terrors ! S.’e, 'vhat ‘a'th can do ! Oat of weak-* 
ness it makes s’ron?. The tim -r >us, inspired by faith» 

fear no evil ; are held as lions Titerefore, the Apos- 

t’'* in h's most beaufifnl (ie>-crj[)ti.)n ot the Christian ar* 
m .ur, sa vs. above all, take the shield of faith. Ftiis de- 
fends, w’dle we 'tan I ; and makes us conquerors, even 
vhen we f -ll. This strengthens our hands, while we live ; 
an ! emboldens our hearts, when we die. Let us there- 
fore, be particularly diligent to obtain, and equailv careful 
to cultivatp, this important anti inestimable grace. 

It IS said, I remember, of tiic g illarjt Epnmhiondas, that 
when he was dangerously wrun ied 'in battl>*, his s ilJiers 
carr ed him, fainting an I senseless, to his tent. Bit, the 
moment he recovered the use of his reason, he asked, whe- 
ther his ''HicLO was safe? — llis chie' soiicitule .was, that 
his shield should n t rail into the possess! ni ot his enemy. 
And our chid solicitude should be, tiiat -ve may obtain a 
true faith ; and, when it is obraiued, that it fad not. — If 
we'are strong in faith, we sh.dl give glory to GOi). and 
receive comfort to our o.vii souls. Whereas, if faith lan- 
guishes, it wid adect our s;jiritu.ii life, as a pining a'.rophy 
Consumes the body, or as, a keen blast wiiliers the leaves. 

1 intmded to liave added some considerations, that 
niig^'t serve as food to cherish, or as a cordial to revive, 
our fai l). But me remnant of my piper betrays the pro- 
lixity of my letter, l iiese you wdi give me leave to re* 
servL f.ir the subject of anoiiier epis le j winch, I hope, 
will have lOur L...iyship’s permission, to lollo.v mis very 
speedily. — 1.; me mean tiniei it snaii lie the frequent and 
tne phasing employ of uiy mind, to express my gratitude, 
by turning my exnoriatiuns into prayers, tnai tfic oltssed, 
aiUgt. cious, immensely merciful GOD, may fullil in your 
Ladysliip uii tne good pleasure of ais will, and the work 
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of faith with power. — I cannot forbear exor?ssin» my con- 
cern,' that your Ladyship should command me to commit 
to the flames, what alA-ays fi[ives me peculiar dflisj'ir. ia 
letters of common intercourse, no one expects that regu- 
larity of .method, and accuracy of style, which mav be 
necessary in preparations for the press. For this re tson, I 
hope, you will revoke the sentence passed upon your own ; 
and ip this vtew always consider, and as constantly excuse 
those of, 

My Lady, 

Your Ladyship's most 
Obedient, most 


Obliged, and 


^ Truly grateful humble Servant, 


JAMES HF.RVEYs 


T,ADY FRAKCES SHIRLEY. 


4S 


I.ETTER XVI, 


Tottenham, Oct. 29, 1751. 


My Lady, 

I V mv last, T l^avc to write once mo’^e 

rnnn t^'o iihjc-ct of fn this, I look upon mv request 

orann d •, uiid nnike use of the permission then soli- 

!>>>r «< p luav have a romfortable, steady taith in GOD’s 
] t : h f us otfpt' mn i'.tte on his stupendous kindness in 
j >i;i> id*; s(w — his • Illy s<.n — h's nilnitely beloved son •— 
V < ( v ;.s .'‘e..rtr to the eternal Fa.htr, th inall angels, thirt 
th >v( i s, ,11 (1 all reavens — in giving HIM, to t keour 
ii iMor and to bear all Our guilt, — .V.>rc / knou> 

t'.iii tho!' unrest tnt, said GOD to A br ahum, seeini' that 
ii.ou Ill / u'/fh held thy son, thineonhj son from me And 
nni. w. II t, wrh cq lal propriety and,certainty, s.iy ? now 
A\e ki O A, that toe LORD ahnighiy loveth us; seeing he 
hath it(<t v un held his son, his only-begotten son, but tree- 
ly given him n[. f<,r our salvation. 

l hat V C may have faith in CHRIST’S merits; let us 
ofit’ii nicilitatc on his iofiiiitc dignity. — He ishighVr than 
till, hcaiei.s, and beyond all imagination gloriou?. — Tne 
pniicipaitics and powers in heavenly places, cast their 
ciovMia at his feet. VVliut speaks more than ten thousand 
1 tttrs, or (ell thousand volumes •could express, in him 
(iieeilelh all the fullness of the godhead buddy. — O ! how ira. 
menscly pieciuus must be nis righteousness 1 How all. 
Sbihcieiit the propitiation of his death ! How can we fail 
tf pardon ? How can we doubt of acceptance ? if we&re 
ipicrcsted in his divinely excellent merits. 
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To have a firm and delightful trust, that these n^erifs are 
revealed to us ; that the»e merits (incomparnblv precious 
as they are) belong to us ; let us meditate on such ocrt o: s 
of scripture : HE came into the world to save — Whoio ? 
The upright and unblameable ?— Then we ought iodeed 
despair — But he came jnto the world to save sinners — 
1 Tim, i. 15. 


— O ! rejoice 

With more than common joy, and see it down 
In gold on lasting pillars. 


Shakefpkse. 

* 

Was there no other discovery of free grace in all the Bible, 
than this single text } it would render that blessed b )f<k 
the mese inesrimable treastire in the world. But, thanks 
be to the divine goodness, there are multitudes of these 
charming passages.- — He poured out his soul, says the evan- 
gc lical Prophet, Isai. liii. 5. — for whom ? for the faultless 
and uiihlan.eable ? No j but for transgressors : who had 
nothing to recommend them to his mercy, but their guilt 
and miser}.— He died, adds the Apostle, 1 Pit. iii. 18. the 
just for the unjust. Yes, my Lady, that transcendently just 
and holy one, laid down his life, that he might justitjr tlie 
ungodly. 

Are we not ungodly ? Are we not transgressors ? Are 
we not, both by nature and by practice, sinners ? — Your 
Lad; ship, 1 hope, wil#excuse the freedom of my speech. 
Nay, 1 am persuaded, your discerning judgment would 
blame uiy utifairhful.xss, and be displeased with my con. 
duct if, on religious points, i should make those distintie. 
ons ut honor, v. iiich, on other occasions, I shall always ub. 
serve 1 venture, theretore, to say again, are we not un- 
gooiy f Are wc not transgressors? Is not the sinner’s 
name, oui» ur;i|uesiionabie character? If so; CHliiSr 
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C''me into the world to save us. He poured out his sbul 
t-t t-xpiatc «.ur iniquities. He died upon the cross, that we 
might rt-ign in glory. — For this, we have GOD’s own 
Wi >rd, his most express word, his frequently repeated word. 
And heaven and earth may pass away, sooner than one 
jo' or tiitle of his word shall fail. 

Let us the ), revolve these truths in our minds, not with* 
out an intermingled prayer to our father in heaven. And 
ni iv that mightv, mighty GOH who stretched out the 
he ivens, and hud the foundation of the earth, say unto us, 
your faith S tall be established. — Did 1 not often breatiie 
th.se wishes, arid often turn these wishes into prayers, I 
should be unworthy the honor of professing myself 

My Lady, 

Your Ladys'nip’s most 
Obedient, most 


Obliged, and 


Truly grateful huinblc’Ser'/ant, 


JAMES Hl'HVRY 
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My Lady, 


London, Kormherl, 


4 OUR T^nc^yship’s favopr' wps and 

your romtrands are obeyed. Tb( 1- m. -s, v; d. TcIm' ur 
I.adjsl'ip was pleased to honor me, are o m i .fi. r’ t.. t'-’c 
fire. That consur elerrept- has to w'lal I 

trust, the atoning blood of CHRIST has done to oi.r s'os. 

Ifam just going to London. Providprei' has broi'i,’'t 
me and my brofl er’s family safe to Stiles’s Lai e. — 1 l.e 
first letter I wrote, after mv recovery from sickness, was *o 
pay my duty to your Ladvsbip. And ihe first use I n ake 
of my pen. after my return to town, is, to transmit my 
grateful acknowledgments, 

I once heard Mr, Romame preach. Me chose for his 
test, that very important and equally comlortable scrip* 
lure ; “ Ilcing justfied bv fait^, we have peace witii GOD 
through JFSLS CHRIST our LORD. From which he 
spoke upon u: r Saviour’s vicarious sufferings, and vicarious 
obedience. I tlunk he touched upon the transcendent ex* 
C! hcrey nf the bible. I hc;< tily wish him abundant suc- 
cess, in exj la ning and enforcing them to his tlironged au- 
«litpries. Ai d tvilh no lesssTcerity I wish, that your Lt. 
dy.'|.:p may become, every day, more thoroughly, more ex- 
pcriurentally, n«ore habitually acquainted with them. 

i have no news, relating to my dear and excellent friend, 
who is gone to sound the silver, the more than go'den 
trim pet of the gospel, through our American colonies. — 

Dr. S— informs me, that a letter is arrived from Dr. 

Doddridge, with an account, that the doctor is very ill at 
a village itj*the neighbourhood of Lisboii. He 'thinks, we 


lADT FRANCES SHIRLEY. 


*7 


■V 

shall never see him any more in E;i<;land. The deoarture 
of such valuaWe persons, should tend to wean us from the 
world, and.endnar heaven to our affections. Beza said, 
wnen he was told of CalintCs death ; now I have a fresli 
*■ nif tive, to be .as a stranger on earth, and to set my affsc- 
*• ti( ns on things above.” 

I intended to have resumed the subject of my last, and 
to have mai e fdth, what ttie apostle stales precious faith, 
ti e suiijett of my epi‘t!c. IJut I must be content to wait 
f r tl i‘< satisfaction, till my pa ;cr-mcssengcrs are admitted 
to a' other aur!!, nee by yourX<adysnip — You are pleased 
to ei quill* after my health. Indeed, my Lady, ^t is like 
tl e leaves that remain, scarcely remain, on sotne bleak- 
situated elm. Your Ladyship’s, Ihope, will long continue, 
fresh and lively as the ever-green. And miy tne dew of 
h avcnlv benediction abide, both in sutnmer and in winter, 
in your branches ! — 1 beg leave to subscribe myself 

Y'our Ladyship’s most 

Obliged, and most 

Obedient Servant, 

JAMES HERVEY. 
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LETTER xvm. 


Miles* s^LanCy Not » IT, ITS I, 


My Lapy, 


I CONFESS mvself a'shimed, thit your ohllwing 
favour of the tenth instant, should continue so loner vit'i out 
xny grateful acknowleccnients. I hope, vour La'iyship 
will ascribe it to the true cause, the manv infirmities that 
oppress my poor constitution. I put off even ‘this a«reea- 
blc olBce from day to day, flattering mvself that the ensu- 
ing might lestore my spirits and make my pen less unfit to 
pay its duty to your Ladvship. 

I am extremely glad, if my superficial letters on the sub* 
ject ot faitli, were in any degree acceptable to your Lady, 
ship, I have forgot the particular contents ; but am assur- 
ed, both the writer and the writing are very much obliged 
to your candour. — One thing, I believe, should have been 
added ; namely, that faith is precious in its fruits. It is 
no dormant, but an active principle. As light never ceases 
to issue from the sun, or waitrs from a perennial fountain i 
so, a holy conversation, and a purified heart, are the inse- 
parable effects of a true faith. These will alA^ays be more 
exemplary, in proportion as this is more lively. 

Faith is characterised by the inspired penman, as work- 
ing by love. This is its happy tendency, and this its gene- 
rous language ; — Has CHRIST been so inconceivably 
** gracious to me ? Surely then I should be kind to my 
“ fellow.cf'eaturcs, and to his people. — Has he bora all 
" my sins on the tree of his cross f Then let me bear wiin 
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« patience, the disapp -infmenrs which providence maf 
“ ordain ; and bear with tneeknpss the disresoect which 
“ mv neighbour*! mav offer. Has he cloathed me with the 
“ robe of hi** imm'-rulate riE[hteous'’ess ? How gladly then 
“ should I cloath 1 is n: •or servants with the fleeces of ray 
“ sheep, and accommodate them with the superfluities of 
“ mv wealth ! — has he ^jtirchased life and immftrtality for 
“ so despicable a creatuse, so vile a sinner ? Sorely then 1 
“ should be zealous to glorify his ble»sed name j should 
“ en-.plov my little stock of talents to m ignifv his majesty, 
“ and further his sacred cau->e.” — In this faith may your 
Ladybhip gro v exceedingly. 

I bless GOD tor giving your Ladvship peace and tran- 
quility of mind. It flows from this sweet persuasion, that 
GOD IS our reco ciled father and CHRIST our all-suffi- 
cient port on. 1 his is what may be called in Mr, Pope’* 
beautiful st)le — 

“ I'he soul’s calm sun-shine, and the heart-felt joy.” 

This is tliat kingdom of G'- »D, which is not meat and 
drink, consists in nothing external ; but is righteousness, 
and peace, and joy in the holy gii 'Sc ; is a state of peace 
and holy joy, wrought bv the influences of th t holy ghost, 
a d founded ujion tne traiiscondentl*^ excellent righteouj* 
ness of our LORD JESUS CflRiSr, 1 can .ot close this 
paragraph, without brcrtthiiig me apostle’s e.iipiiatical 
praver; “ May the LORJ of peace give you peace al- 
ways by all means !” 

bull and daili times, as your Li'.dyship observes, very 
probably will take their turiii in order to shevv us the de- 
praviiy tuai is in our Hearts, and the utter iiiipotenceofour 
nature; in order to enuear the blessed JESUS to our 
altcctions, ai.U teach us our iiiexpres.sioie neeu ot h.s merits, 
— but, even in such moiiieius, let us not be cast down.-* 
I'.-i, he who IS tliw good shepherd has proiu.sed, that no- 
thi.ig shall pluck, us out of r.is nand. He wtio is inviolably 
faithtul has declared,, that having begun a good work, 
be will pertonu ii even to the end. He who is infinitely 
pv; vv Cl fji has assured us, that ail these things, instead of 
oUatruuiing our saivation, shall worx together tor our good.. 
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Were we left to our own strength, we ^should infallibly be 
overcome and perish. But this is oiir security, we have an 
advocare in heaven, who ever liveth to make intercession 

for us. How vyillingly could I expatiate upon this de- 

lightiiil topic ! but I muat desist. Mav I be permitted rt> 
make it the subject of a letter, which, if I live, will 
upon your Ladyship with the congrarulatio'is of the ens i. 
ing solemnity ? — Li the mean time, 1 shall not cease to 
adore-the GOD of all grace, for rendering ipv litrle b>o'<s' 
in the smallest niensure, serviceable to your Lad /ship j aiiit 
shall implore (O! that I could do it m*re eltectu illy !) 
every blessing for your Ladyship, which my gratitude can 
suggest, which your own heart can wisii, and which 
CHRIST has obtained for his people. In the sincerity of 
these words, 1 beg leave to subscribe myself. 

Your Ladyship’s most 
• Obliged, and most 

Dutiful Servant, 


JAMES HERVEY. 


LADY ^kANCM kRlRLET. 



LEfTER XIX. 


Miles's-Lanet lToi, 87 , 175 1 . 


Mt Ladt, 


. LriVE me leave to enquire after your Lady-' 
s^i^^ healt'u •, :in 1 with my enquiry to transmit .ny sinCiir- 
est wishes, that, this and every other blessing, may be com- 
municated, confirmed, and perpetuated to your Ladyship's 
enjoyment. 

When writing to your Ladyship, I-would select the most 
pleasing, the most noble, and the most improving subject.. 
—No c that 1 can recollect, is more emiinenily potsessed 
of these qu<il ties, than the topic touched upon i i my last. 
Which is therefor* stvied b/ the ‘Vpostle, precious faifh^ 

' l is precious, my Lady, with respect to its origin— -its ob. 
jccl — and its fruits. 

Its origin is divine. If you look for its pedigree, it is to 
be tound in heaven. It is wrought in the soul, not by thC' 
mere s<f argument, not by any human ability, but 
it is wrought bv the mighty power of GOD, called, 
for that teiison, faith of the operation of GOD,— —The 
arm ot the LORD is said to be revealed, exerted with a), 
mighty energy, in order to make sinners believe, with all 
the.r hearts. the report of the gospel. # Of this, St. Paul 
reminds his Pniiippian converts, to you it is given, as a 
singular favour from above, to believe on CHRIST. — Of- 
ten therefore, my Lady, let us implore this blessing, from 
the beneficent bestower of all good. Ottens^^t us make 
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llipt bvirble a)nfession> and dart up that ardent petition ; 
J^OBD^ I beliere : help thou mne unbelief. 

Its object i$ JESUS CFRIST. And who, or vv hat so 
j'recirus as CHRIST? None but CHRIST, none bot 
CFRISr, was the frequent and favourite profession of a 
certain holv man. Whom have I in heaven, but thee, O 
blessed IMMANUEL ? was the language of Drvid — 
And there is none upon earth, that I desire in comparison 
cf thee. St. Paul recounted all things but drofs, for the 
ejicel'ency cf the knowledge of CHRIST JESUS his 
LORI). — Fcr indeed he is the beloved of the Father, and 
ihe hope ot all the ends of the earth. In him are hid all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, together with un- 
searchable richness of grace and righteousness. He is. In 
his pel son, and all his cflices, wonderful, matchless, 
ard adcrable. I cannot close this point more properlv, 
than by turning St. John’s declaration concerning himself 
and his fellow christiars, into a prayer for your Ladyship 
and myself. May the GOD otall goodness give. us an un- 
de rstan dir g, enlightened by his blessed spirit ; that wefmay 
know HIM that is true, the true center of our souls, and 
the true source of our happiness. May we also be in hjm 
that is true, even in his son JfESUS CHRIST , united to 
him by a living faith, as the scion is engrafted into the tree, 
as the mcmibers are incorporated with the head. If this 
he said of LCD’s vord ; what shall we say when he rati- 
fies l.is werd by an inviolable oath ? What, but admire the 
cuidcsterdirg goodness of the LORD, and be ashamed, 
be grit xed, for the unreasondble belief of our own hearts ? 
What, but rejoice in the certainty of our trust when groun- 
ded on the promises, and looking unto JESUS Js— Should 
any or e ask, why we so earnestly desire this union ? What 
ac vantage can result from its taking place ? The next 
V tics Me an answer. This is the true GOD, and eternal 
Ike. lliis person, is a person of tnfinire dignity, and uune 
-kss than \^ery COD. This knowledge, is a blessing of 
ui.spcaki;l'le worth, and notning less than everlasting teli* 
city. 
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I perceive, I must not only close the preceding point 
but conclude my letter also, with this important and glori> 
ous text. And it gives me a pleasure to consider, that 
mfan as the letter is, what.it quotes \i invaluap’e ; thou »h 
the arrow be of lead, it iS tipt with gold ; with so nething 
wortny of your Ladyship’s acceptance, and suited to that- 
resp.'ct, esteem, and gratitude which are due to yolir 
Lady»hip, from 

My Lady, 

\our^Ladyship’s3 most 
Obedient, most 

Obliged, and 

\ Truly grateful huinble]S.Tvant, 

JAMES IIFIiVEY, 


' LErrER;xx. 


Monday Morning, 

My Lady, 

I BEG leave to return niy fhahics to your Lidy- 
ship, for the trouble you have taxen in iinding uuc^ and 
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transmitting the passage of scripture, which yon w as oU*a. 
sed to mention, when I had tlie bnnor of your Li<lvshi*)’s 
conversation. It is fully pert nent to the puri>»;e. h)r 
.'which it was pn duccd. It proves, Hevond .til -ire, 
that temple wasln ilt^by Solomon on Mount lJ.it 

1 question whether ti>is is a satis'aci(;tv titai I'ur 

J-ORDJEbUS CHRIST was nut crucilied on the same 
hill. 

f ' Tliere might be a large extensive mountaMi. w’ho>':‘ ge- 
neral title was Moriah, while sc-nv particular t-'-.'in ce 
was distinguished by the name of CaKcv Pr bai'u, be- 
tween this and the temple, the wails of die c ty iitervcnrd. 
If so, criminals destined to execution, might go witiiojc 
the city ; might be put to death ou Calvary, and yot suder 
on Moriah. As GOD is some.imes said to have iJiiiivered 
the law on Horeb, sometimes to have delivered u on Si "a , 
We have sometimes an account, that Moses died on Ne* 
ho, semetimes that he expired on Pisgab. And r.elihcr of 
these accounts are contradictory : because the lormcr 
names express the whole mountainous range } the latter 
signify some remarkable cliff. 

Will your Ladyship permit me to lay aside the critic, 
and act the Christian ? To make one observation on that 
illustrious sufferer, to whom the mention of Ciuva>-y natu- 
rally leads our thoughts. — How we pity the poor criminals, 
that lie under sentence of death in the Jceils of Newgate ! 
we are apt to say within ourselves, we would not be in 
their concition for the whole world llow then should 
we be lost in wonder, and transported with gratitude, on 
every remembrance of the blessed JLSUS! who came 
from the heaven of heavens, on purpose to be lead out to 
execution j resigned his royal throne, on purpose to hang 
oh the acursed tree. And by this most gracious, yet most 
tremendous expedient, has delivered us bom everlasting 
infamy and torment I surely, we must relinquish true po- 
liteness, we must cashier all that is amiable and ot good 
'epCfft, if we forbear to love, or cease to please, so mtiaitely 
oinpassiorwte a Redeemer. 
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Yair Ladyship will have multitudes to compliment you 
CP the present season, and wish you a merrif Christmas. — 
Give me leave to. wish you all that joy, which the prophet 
ft-lt, when he cried out with a delighted ardour j to us a 
son is born! to us a son is s' iven I all the glori.s of hea- 
ven, unite in his wopdetful person. All the happiness of 
e'ert itv, is the fruit ef liis meritorious incarnation, obedi. 
ence, and death. 

I am in doubt, now I have written these lines, whether 
I shall presume to put them into your Ladyship's hand. 
Kor am I certain, that the message you w-as pleased to 
send in g(<od Mr Whitefield's letter, either .'requires or jus- 
tifies such an address. But to breath out my best wishes, 
and turn them into frequent prayers for your Ladyship, 
this, 1 am assured, can never be unbecoming 


My Lady, 

Your Ladyship's 

Most obliged, and 


Most obedient Servant, 
JAMES HERVE%v 


LBL'niRB TO 
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Miles's LanCt Decmbey 24, 1751. 

Mr Labt, 


Permit me, amidst- "the multitudes that will 
wi$h your Ladvship a hapoy Christmas, to add my most 
nneere congratulations on the joyful occasion. — 1 congra- 
tulate you also on a sentiment, which was expressed in 
your Ladyship's last letter. Mav it be more deeply engra- 
▼en on your heai-t dav bv day ! I well remember the sub- 
stance, though your Ladyship's stiict command has obliged 
ine to destroy the original words. They were to this 
eftect ; / Arnoro and feel, that / am not able to do the least 
thing, as of myself. — 1 bless GOD, for giving your Lndy- 
^ip this conviction. This sense of human weakness, dis- 
poses us to wait for the operations of divine power. This 
^ one part of that poverty of spirit, to which is promis 'd 
the kingdom of heaven, or all the. blessings of the glo-ious 
gospel. These are the persons, that will look untp Christ, 
as the wounded Lrael I tes to the brazen serpent: will 11/ 
to CHRIST, as the man^yer of old to the city of refuge : 
will receive CHRIS I', |as the cot<deroned maletaccar te 
ceives a pardon, or the ruined bankrupt an estate. They 
will be thankfully satished that HE has done all for them : 
earnestly desirous, that CHRIST should do all in them : 
all that can any way relate to ttie infinitely important work 

salvation. 

Since then we have nothing, and can do nothing of our- 
selves ; have we not reason to rejoice in the blessing, 
which is now commemorated ? For unto us a child is born, 
sinU) as a son is given, and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be called wonderful, lounseUor, 
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the mighty GOD^ the everlasting father, the prince of 
peace. 

A Saviour so great, that the government is upon hit 
shoulder : the sceptre of supreme authority is in his hand ; 
he has controulable power in heaven and on earth ^ and ia 
bead o\er all things to his church; 

So ploriou'^^, that his name is called wonderful ; ht Is 
COD and Man, in one matchless and marvellous oerson ; 
dwelling in a tabernacle of clay, vet possessed of all the 
fulness of the godhead; like Jacob's ladder, who«efeet was 
fixed on earth, while the summit was lost in the skies. 

So gracious, that he is the counsellor ; to intrust us by 
his holy word ; to enlighten us by his blessed spirit ; and 
inake us wise urto everlasting salvation. 

The miglity GOD : t » subdue our iniquities; to put hia 
laws into our hearts ; and make us partaicers of the divine 
nature. 

1 he prince of peace : reconciling us to his father by his 
death ; making peace by the bloou ot his c'ow : and there- 
by laying a foundation for that peace, which the world 
cannot give, and which passes all understanding. 

The everlasting father ; to cherisn u? u der the wings of 
his providence and grace ; to make all tilings work toge- 
ther for our good ; and prepare for us an inheritance- 
even the inheritance incorruptible, undctilcd, and that fad* 
eth not away. 

Uuspeakably precious blessings ! may your Ladyship, 
by a true taith, appropriate and be interested pn them ah I 
may you be enableu to say, with the undoubted hei:s of 
the promise, “ to us a child is born 1 to us a son is given 1” 
— Ail-sufiiLient, evtr-blesseii, luimensely kind RiUccmirr! 
may your Lad) snip rej. ice in i lui, uicordmg to the joy of 
harvest i and as men rejoice^ when they aivide uie Sjioii . — 
As the husbunuinan rtjuiccs, w lien lie reaps nis na. vest, 
and gathers in the tmit of nis toi: : as the soi ler rejo.ces, 
when he has vanquished his enemy, aiiu is eiineuing nim* 
sed with me piey. 
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I should have written upon anotheir subjert. The jjrand 
sajemnity of the season, diverted mv thoughts. My en- 
gagement, it your Ladyship pleases, shall b^* performed in 

another letter In the mean time, I very willingly 

own, my pen is in your Ladyship’s debr ; but not halt so 
much as my thankful heart, for all the favours which your 
Ladysbijp has conferred on, 

My Lady, 

Your Ladyship’s most 

Obliged, and m8st 


Dutiful Servant, 


JAMES HERVEY. 


"lADY TWANCES SHtELEY. 

LEi-rER XXII. 
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Miles's-Lane, Jan.1, 1752. 


VlY Lady, 

■ I HAVE tlie pleasure of presentin'!: to vour La* 

flvshin on the co’Timencement of t’le n3«v year, oo-* > t io 

:;:r mV" 'ifWiVVli be ,1,.. ole.in, e™,l .-f 
ir I --dv^iiD’s own Meditations. To hn^ a .e-v ot its 
j adir.g properties, will be business enou'-h for the present 

VVirriV 

tie., ,.;,v and pre^ iU aV aV. 

;;V:arVVV:t;:'OntLV.e, nona hea.^ 

4, Vhe p-ava.-Tn hU oven fvtbcr. Wh > declared 

hx a voic“ Irom heaven his entire and inhnitt complueuiey 
by a V( le. iron widow nude suit t.) au 

Jn so ,,, 

unjust judjje, « a a ' vo iie is heard, wh.n he .nu r- 

tlts^^ir^ebalV with his‘own/.ther. wdtn our fauie:- 

" VVrhVX^-nV'^^dr iro‘:”n •.nerl.a, .1. in- 
Which text, a once, points out the nature, anu p 
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rlTicaov, of CFTRIST’s •pt'‘rG'*ssion. H.® does not intt-rc ' *e 
hv prrstratirjr Itcf re t' e tVir 'Oe, or mak'n'’ :n y 

•verbal stipnlica ion. But hi«! very appearanc* in heavn, 
a<; a Ian b slaio for sinners, is a iilent, a powerful As 

fhe blood of /ffte/ had a voice, and cried al ' oH ven- 
g ance on the murtlierer. S), the b’ood o* lE^US h '.s a 
voice in the ear (jf GOD, and cries more lond'o ' r p ''d-tn, 
for grace, for every spiritual blesdng. in beh If "f hi-: >- 

pie. If the !)Io.)d of one saint cried with '■uch a f>rcihle 
importunitv ; O ! what uo-p rallelcd, what unkn-* 'mi nc- 
cess mustaftend ih.e erv of ms biuud, who is king of s iin.s, 
and the cau^o of ail sai'c^irv ! 

, 7* nr zcial he pra\s. — In his last splemn ad-dress to his iL 

ir'ghty father, he gives us a specimen o^iis io/ercessi m, 
arr! a sample (if I may use the exprcssioi'n of t n? blessings 
he imploi s. He prays — That we may besanctiiied by the 
truth- — that we may be kept from evil : the evil, that is in 
rn»' world ; and the evil, that is in our hearts — Xhat we 
may be cue : perfectly united to our divine head, by a tr -e 
f’itli ; aiid to one another, by cordial love — that we ms-y 
•be with him, where he is ; and sec his glory, and rejo.ee 
in his joy. 

I low often he intercedes — Ixioses interceded for the 
Js'raeliU'S, while tl.ey were in ‘the valley, fighting with 
jiinde’i. But he could not continually carry on that nn- 
piort^nt work. Whereas, our lIiou-l*RiEST ever liveth to 
n.rike inttrccssion fur us- 'rherc’s no intermission of his 
-suit — W i;>:n some foreign ambassadors came pretty early 
in the morning, to have an audience with Alexuniler ; they 
wt «e told, “ Ills Majesfy^as not stirring.” Upon which, 
thtv txprcbsed some surprise, that a potentate, who had so 
II ai y, and soep momentous affairs to manage, should sleep 
so long. The king, hearing oi their observation, ordered 
them to be informed ; that, though “ he slept, Parmenio 
w<iK.cd.” AiiU though- we sleep, though we forget, too of- 
tt. toiget ouistlvcs, «nd our adored Redeemer: he, the 
great Keeper of hrati, neither slumbers, nor sleeps ; never, 
revtr tcigcls eitiiei us, or our interests. Nay, when vve 
tm itirougn^he c.eplorablc infirmity of our nature, he sttli 
appears iu tlie presence of GOD for us. 
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For t?ho7n hr* i? ferccr!o<?. — This nn rnq lirv of th-' I:>it 

i.nporf?jr'r;.» / p7uvf >u)f for the worU, is his o vo rji^clara* 
t ■ n. Tor whom tfien ? Hoiv sh'ill we know, vviieth -r you 
?iPcl I ore i) tho hai'ii^v numbi^r? Ilan[)y rloiiotJi'ss, fne/ 
a-e, wl-o . fi 0 f^ront remeinb^'-s in hi - kin<'cl ):ti. 

h W(>nl(< be a most (Icsirable privilf?gc, to 5c meritiooe I in 
t‘ r i-rav: rs rf ali rlir eminent saints in the \vorl:l. \l]t un. 
s| ‘'ai rlr-lv IP. Tv ti{*.siraJ)lo, to have our names writtr-ii on 
1- e ; dins oTl.i'j ijands, whom the father hcaieth alv/:vs. 
r.'MTni iT-e to ircnti «p. one in.-rk, wlv rebv wc mav clerer** 
nii*-e till- (ioiibt. II ls the LOlU) shed abroad i i our 
].’( arr< a s ir-'t <it anii sueplicatiop f.r (lOT'.-oves r Thii 

]s ;* f u.t ( t ClJkiSr’s imerccbsi' n ; ao.i ;i sure toot 

1.. has unilrriakq^p our cause* V/e s'-.dil.i ' car c.ie 

nil Lted cfiio, if ll ere was not first thvi direct soo;;.,i. A *. 1 ' 
VC sh.c'UKi rev(‘r ivive tiiese brcatniiitjs aucr (.< K) m \ i;. j- 
rv, it ihe l}h..s^e(i J TSLf.o had riot aclcd-as our e. ivojaic 
wui) the fath.er. ^ 

Wt.at use m:ty w’e lUakc of thus d'ictrine ? — ft s’i 'U:.! 
ei couraf^e us to pr v : ana to* prav in fiith, noiliiip-j .1 nioi- 
iiie, “ Ilcivi/)^ a CRi at 11igii-I^r iK.sr, fluit /v p nito 
the h(\ucfLSf J i'.'fyU'y the son of (iOI), let ii.'> boidi'^/ 

to the ihroiic of ^racc. that wc huiu obuau (ur:\ //, utid /r^A 
^ p^^'ucc to iicip tn tunc of 7ict\L'^ Aieii iove lo .o 
vIktc arc vsure to l)e welcome, a.ui cx;)cer t > rv:;:"’.*o 
siiiiirtl bciicfit?. VVdiv then shouhl wc not cIlIi ’ o> Mr.i v 
i.i^h unto the king immortal, mvisibie, lurou;*.! tiic in- *r* 
Cession <d Cl 1 : -ho presents our prayers, poor 'S 
ti'.e\ arc ; aciub inc rich perTamc ot his oeru aii I 

Tenser, if 1 have iiicrueci augiit oy ..y oo:J.en:e 
“ uiiU) death, accept these supplier* ions. is.e/* nM m.-, »/ 
“ Idcssiiig iii) people. *' VViio c*.t’4id cioaor a tavoara ).e 
a^ccpiance, it tiie LORD JL.^US was to pieMd tn.iS in v)e 
halt ol our petitions i 15ui he pleads in a maiiii^r, i ih.j.tjiy 
iiioic prevailing, than these, than any, th^n an \vor..a caii 
express. 

This should encoarage us to hoiie fv>r salvation ; to liope, 
'nd be in nouuiig lerniied- For taus it is w;iiceiii aid 
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tbp x»Tilin(j f f mrire wor^b. tbnn all th<* n 

xvrrW : whf*n*f re hfM*; to save them to the ut'e**- 
most, who came unt*- GOO bv him. seein<T he ev>^! 1/- 
cth, to make intcrce-sion tor them.’* lie liveth t > make rr 
tercc<:s’on, on niir«' 0 '?e to perf)rn this beneSeeiit: work *Vs 
thoiieh it were ohc n^p.-'n cnH of his life, to se''iKe this b: ?s- 
FeJ olT ce. Soielv then it will be executed with the £;r«‘at. 
cst fdelit.y, and with the greatest success. — With such s\ic\ 
cess, rl^at he^s able t> sav'c to the uttermost. Woat 
rri^olv<u*y saving is tliis * (/iic of tiic clioiccst co-vii ds of 
trie go.^pel. ^ L-^t us cast our burthen upon the LORI) JES- 
US, ancf no c.rcumstanccs shall render our salvation im- 
practicable.. no, not s-o much as (lUlicult. lie can s.ave 
fro:;i all guilt, he it ever so heinous ; from all sins, be they 
ever so iiurrKTOUs ; frou) all cne:nies, be they ever so f ir- 
inidaL'ie : an i to the very end of <jur w^arfire, be ir ^ver so 
]o!,g. (u e/cr so siuirp : whieli j^uts me in mind of one aJ. 
\:iiUi:go more, dv:iiv.;b!c trom liiis ii-fvalu.iblc article of oui: 
Liih. ■ 

li s' ould u< a chearful trust of persevc*'ing unto the 
enVi- () r l.X)RI) says, Simutiy Sinuns' satan li:ts' ilrsiredlo 
have ton. ^ fliuf he muij sift ijoii r/y ichcat.. Aid vvmit was 
hjjuu n i\ er\-> } IJis own vigilence ? His own re, 

s ? N : but his divine masu r s intercession. 1 h ivie 

] -r;.ycn t hr t.iec, a:!cls tile comjjassionatc R-. dcciner, tMere- 
j re u:) bhali not tail. The iuierv:ession ofCiIRlS/, 
j •••; vwi 1 ot tire around his people, liy tins they arekept^ 
•.i‘. i)\ an ni I regnabie garn.;on. We can never lay too lit. 
liC biM ;s (m 1 our p.vri pcrfuiw.i ccs, of our own abilines . 
as.o lit. v« r C‘.>? lide l</o much in CilRiSI ’s rignteousness^ 
a: UsIRi.'oi'’b tiilerccbsion. Surely, li;s iiiierccbsion must 

] rc.tiil al){j'»e Ji tne powers ot tali, .loovc ail the teuipta- 
ti :> i i i «e W' ll i, and ail ihc corjupli ms ol oar ireaciwr^ 
cL.'s . Laii:.— ii lor ever i)less^.d be that sovereign 

grace, wiulu nas er-uglu your Ladysnip to kiiow, lO 
de.icve in, to iu'.c liiis al;-glorioas hit^rccDSor ! iii.iy your 
kiiow.c v.ge occoine ckarv r, ;Our hiicn stronger and your 
K-oe vva.uier, eVef; day and every hour, lill, being preucU- 



LADY FRANCS SHILtY. 




(d hv 'U irter^es'ion, ^nfi ^ui-ied '">y his spirit, you are re. 
crw- r in‘o the ki jdom of his gl' rv. 

Si vcrai in-rarnes cordcscei sion and generos tv I have 
^ecMv* f* from \('UT Lad\sh:p. I muNt now take le.vve to 
solirit Hiuithci. Wh’ch is. that vour Ladyship will not 
Cl l\ txcu^e tl'C length (if mv loiter, but admit ^t as the 
rrcaMirc ct mv rt^p^ct, es erm, <t:;d gratitn ie. Then I 
fcl’;*d l- ol, h ( k (11 HiV prol x ty, not uirh pain, but with 
piLauauic y if it, may •ai’.cw, now very much 1 am, 

* My L iclv, 

Your Ladysiiip’s most 

01);''fC(J, aii'l most 

Obedient Servant, 

JAMILS IIERVEY. 


letter XXIII. 


Miles's- Lane. Jan. 18 , 17 .' 2 . 

i^ARDON' me, my honored Lady, for suffering 
a letter from your Eadysnip, to be in my possession a whole 
week, without a grateful ackiiowlegeincnt of the favour. 
1 have been partly out of order ; partly engaged in busi« 
I, ess i partly detained by company. 

1 I unibly thank your Lad;ship, for offering to employ 
your ii.terest, in behalf of my friends or myself. I hope, I 
shad aiv^ays re ain a due sense of the ki dness, eventliough 
1 snould iia\d no ccca.-.ioii to put your Lidysiiip tote 
tr. uble. I idess the GOO ot hyaven, 1 want tbr nothing. 
Xutliing, unless it be a^heart iiieire deeply ana devoutly af- 
tectea with^iis most^ undeserved goodiiess. My ^brother 
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alw, at wh0se house I live, is in a course ot*basini.'es. H lu- 
risbing and prosper us, as can be w shed. 

I beg leave to a sure vour Ladyship, I am so far fr .:n 
divulging the contents of your letters, tha'*! do no*- ^>>11 :ti 
'as mention the receipt of them. And tor t a'o re.is ms • 
lest sucl#a practice should foment a spirit 'it pri le in n ? 
and be prejudicial to-your Ladyship’s coar-icter, as de.*ri j- 
ing yourself, in vouchsafing to converse wiih so mean a 
person j and one that passes perhaps, fjr a ftvo ir :r ot to it 
queer generati'-n, called ^^et!l'»'^i^ts. O le tntis Aai J 
them in his he irt, though hampered and witivtudJ fro a 
acti'. g. bya languishing constitution. I vv ml l have very, 
very litde concern for my own cieuit, bur be tenderly s;)li- 
citous for your Ladyship’s. Though after all, tlie noaor 
that comes from this world, is scarc^: worth oar pursun ir 
our wish. 1 he approbation or the king of neavcii, is ur 
only, only glory. May your Lidy.'''l)i') be owned by iwii), 
at that all-important clay, wh'. n iie siiail co.ne to pc gioi’iii- 
ed in his saints, and admired in all tliem that Del, eve ! 

How glad am 1 to hear your Ladydiip saying, 1 now 
•desire to speak of notiiing but religion, its precious trut .s ! 

your Ladyship be more and more deter. uiuea, 10 
know iiothiDg bu; jLSU.S CHRIST and limi ciucitiod.-- 
It is one of(ghe wisest icsoiu.ions, and was made bv o.ie 
of the greatest, hajipii st, and best of meu.—I rejoice aiso 
to find, that you liave tasted, that the LORH is gracious. 
'Cleave to him, iny lady, with lull purpose of heart, and 
you shall see greater things than these. For the love .of 
CHRIST', even to the weakest believer, is in expressioie, 
unmeasuiable, inconceivable. You wdliscea skeicii ot 1 ;, 
Matt. xii. '/u.—a tiearer proof cf it, liai. xl. li.— a still 
richer d splay of it, Isai. xiix. i5, 

1 should iiav'e transcribed these several passagess : but I 
apprehend, it will be more pleading to your LiUy&.'iip, and 
Tender the scriptures more impressive, to colled tuo.u with . 
)\.ur own lianu. As it is more agreeable to gatiier a 
trine from ihe tree, or a ’pink, from the parterre, tha.i to 
have the one served up on the salver, or the other prcoeut* 
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in a nov'pav. I h 'ne, the blessed spirit of GOD wiU 
irake tbe fharming and reviving texts, unspeakably more 
reli^Hif■g to voiir Ladyship, than the most delicious fruits ; 
and incomparable more deli^httul, than the most fragrant 
flow-crs — I int nded to have enlarged upon that, sweetest' 
and rrb est < f all subjects, the love of our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST ; but 1 perceive, it w ill lead me into too great a 
leng h. For this, reason, I desist at present. But i hope, 
jour Lad\ship will not forbi 1 me the honor and pleasure 
tf writing to you again, witinn a liitle time. When 1 pur- 
pose to ennoble, bv tliis most <-xccllcnt and glorious topic, 
the otherwise unworthy letter otj^ 

My Lady, 

Your Ladj'bh'p’s 

Most obliged, and 

Most obedient Servant, 
JAMES HERVE'^, 


LEi /Eii A'A/r. 


Miles's Lane, Feb. 4 , m il 


My Lady, 

On Saturday in the afternoon, I promised mjr. 
self a singular plvasaie, the pleasure of writing to your 
LiUjship But was h-ndered troui enjoying it, bv com. 
p..uy which coulu n »t be hft, and by business which could 
ii’-t be postjioncd,— I presume, your Lidvshio has heard, 
that ue*vs IS aiiivcd from Mr. Wuitetield. That he had a 
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safp and speedy vovas[e. Was in health, and found fall 
|hings in good condiliori at the Orphasi- House. 


How nrd tliy fervanis hlefl:, O Lord ! 

How. {lire is tlieir dt-fence ! 

Etfinal w! ■Itinn is th'*ir guicl?, 

'J lifii <;uai JomnipOtence. 


T thinlr, n'v 1a(’v, V';ii have a iin<^er rr>v ha’ ^or 

a f-vi th' u”! ts on tl'f- love «'.< Cl IS P II ov -I »d am I 
pa^ as far as -vv pl)il'tv ill ’•each, all mv o'oiijaii mi-s to 
you'" Lailvship ! E po'C’a'lv wlieii thev ar:* of a nature so 
pffiilirrlv nleiisinij. S-vll we t'en consid i 

Tne r.-riiiinal ('f his love ? It is free ; perfertiv fr"" ; 
with( ut any desrr', < r the loa't am'ableness in us. W'e 
love our kind friends, and generous benefactors ; those th >t 
are accom|>li4ied in themselves, or serviceable to our iri« 
serests. iiai CiiRISP loved us, when we wire tinners ; 
when we were f rgetful i f him ; nay, enemies to hi n, by 
evil tempers, and wicked works. lie loved us (() sove- 
reijtn, most un-merited kindness ! when we deserve no* 
thing, bu. utter abhorrence, and eternal vengeance. 

Iht commence mei t of his love. His love is not of ; s 
terday. His love, like his out goings, is from • vefl icr og, 
1 have loved thee, says he to his church, witn an everlast- 
ing love. We value the afle. tion, that is of long staiid- 
ing ; has taken deep root ; and still continues ut:shakcn, 
.How excellent, then, is thy loving-kindness, O blessed 
JESUb I which, before the mountains were brought forth, 
or evei the earth and world were made, was lived upon 
sinful dust ! O! that we, my Lauy, should be in t' e 
thougtrts, be upon the very heart, of GOD’s adorable son, 
even from the ages of eternity ! 

The duration of his love It is invariable and eternal. 
Having loved his own, he loved them even u ;to the end. 
it neither began w ith time, neither will it end with time. 
As no worthiness in us caused it j so neither will our fill- 
ings extinguish it ■, no, nor our mtirinuies damp it. Wc 
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frequently ; our h'^lv frine's fill; hut our 
Kedeemer is the same vesterdav, fo day and F.*ar.;' 

rot fhen, mv hon-^ed Lsdv ; neiflir’' lif:> nnr d''itfh, »'>e 

thm'is nresrnf. nor things to come, nor any other cteaUire^ • 
shall be able to separate us from the ev^r fndor, 1 1? ever 
constant, the ever trimphant love of (rOD > ir Sivio ir. 

The effects of his love. It brou ght hi’Ti frn n the h*.ivefi 
of heavens, to d’vell in chv, and be lod^e I in a mais;er. 

It hrniji^ht him trona th >se happy rninsions. where iMhe 
ful»rs< of fan. an 1 where are pleasures for evermore i m be 
d ' .tbufe, aiilicted. tormented in this vale of tears. O my 
L dv, it made him, who is heir of'all t’lin.fs, not t> have 
whr re to lav liis he i 1 ; t II he was stretchi 1 on the racking 
cr./ss, and laid in the gloom of t’le grave. Un-;) iraMe.'e I 
?''d s'tifK-ndous ! who can declare t'l • noble acts ^of the 
K deemei’.s love, or shew f )rth all his pr lis..- ? 

Toe fruits \f ihis love. To this is owing" all the good, 
wiio (X) s ss, or expect *, every s'Dir,i'usI aad heav-.-nly oles 
sing. If »oar eyes are enl g'nteneJ, i.i anv (le;r .e '■o s^e 
the things that belong to our peace •, if our nesires are 
awakened, to seek the inheritance incorruptibl-*, unJeh’ed, 
and 'hat feict i not twtv : for this we are inOeoted to tiie 
lo^e ai.d grace ot CilKInr, If we are sanctified in M,.rr, 
and desirous to grow m true god inessj if w • a'e perfecfl/ 
just tfie .1 before OOD, and adopted . to be hs s,>n.> and 
Oh .gi'.ters ; t.ie>e also are '-treams', which issue fro n that 
iii-cxfiaustioie fountain, the love of ClIRlSl'. As it was 
stronger than deatn, in us actings anJ saderings ; it is rich- 
er ihari all woilJs in its precious, precious fruits, .•Vd me 
inconceivable and everlasting jo)s ot tlic g orilied state, 
are its purctidSe anJ iis gift. 

Jusil), tiierefore, does me scripture ’make' usa of all the 
enuearmg relaii.ms, that sub^i.t a uung inaiiki id, to lepre* 
sent the tove of a fri.n;! ; gr.aur itie lo^e ot CiJRiSl’.— 
Great is the love ot a friena , greater toe loveof a or jdicr ; 
grea'cr st ll me love of a parent j greatest ot ah ih ) >.e of 
a unoegtouiu : but mtiniteiy greater tnaa any, thab all, is 
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^ 1 . r hlrsseH IMMAVUEL ?to his people* 

T »’i .?n i's's been saH, all ha^ been imagined; 'It tran*» 
w‘«! p.v(jrv crmparUon ; it exceeds all thought; or as 
f’U P 'u* sbealcs. it t>as«es knowledge —♦lay your Ladyship 
ih've Here and more exalted apprehensions of it; and live 
under a dfUjihtful sen^e of its richness and Bperpetuity ! — 
may U be your sweet incitement to every duty, and your 
sovereign cordial under all tribulation • — And when eterni* 
ty, the vast eternity opens, it shall be, in a sense that no 
lit art can conceive, your enm-n of rejoicing ; your exceed* 
|ng great leward.— And, I hope, you will so T'etitnes pray, 
khat'it may be the present comfort^ and eternal joy ol^ 

' 3VIy Lady, 

Your Ladyship's roost / 

Obliged, and roost 1 

Obedient Servant, 

^ JAMES HERVEY. 


S. Mav 1 ask, whether your Ladysh^ hat seen a little 
collection of poems, entitled Visions i They ate extremeif 
elegant : corriposed in a high and fini^d taste perfectly 
moral and virtuous ; and want nothing butaiittle of the 
jtavour of that name, which is as ointnrent poured forth.— 
The author reckons me in the number ot his friends ; and 
] should be gdad to do him any. service. [He has a very 
'large family, and no very affluent circumstanees. He is 
gbing to sell the copy ; and a quiix deqn^nd fortbe pisetpnt 
edition, would considerably enercase the price.] Could 
your Ladyship speak a recommeading Woffd Ibrthena to the 
polite world ? [ dare venture to assure your La^ship, it 
will be MO derogation to the delicacy of y our judgment* 


£ADV S^^LBT. 0^.- 

LETTER XXt. . 


Mr Ladt, 


Miles*S'Lane»Feb, 115*, 


Yesterday I feceived the honor of youf 

Ladviihip’s letter : and, grateful for that, please snys^f vv|th , 
t e prospect of another, which your Ladyship has jfiven 
me reason to expect, before the expiration of the wteolc. 

As your Ladyship was just going into the country , when 
y* u put pen to paper, I cannot but f >11 »w you tuither, or 
wa r upon you there, with my very best wislv.'s, tin t ie' 
G(,)D ci $11 goodness mhy bless your going o it, and con- 
ing in, from this time forth tor evermore. Tnat where* 
ever you reside, he may be ever near you, by nis enligiu* 
en mg, comforting, sanctifying presence. 

On Sunday last, in the afternoon, we were greatlv alarm* 
ed. A fire broke out in a sugar^baker’s warehouse, to 
which a part of my brother’s dwelling-house joins. We 
were all Confusion and consternation } almost suiotierei 
with smoke; and crouded by t.ue mob. Three engines 
playing from various parts of our house, and several ot lers 
pouring in water from utner quarters, by the blessing 6t 
OOD> kept under the raging elenlent, and in a tew ttours 
extinguished it. — It put me in mind of that tremeii ious 
day, when the heavens shall pass away witn a great noise; 
when the elements will nieU with firyent heat, and the 
earth with a 1 the works that aie thereiu snaU be barnt up. , 
Tiien when the possessions of the mighty shall be no 
where found ; may. your Ladyship' have a hjaae not mido 
with hand^, eternal in the heavens 1 Wtien the wealth of 
the covetous shall come utterly to an end ; inay yodr Lr 
dyship et joy an inheritance incorruptible, andshi^f 
that ndetb not away. ' 




Lar^t Feb. 2J, nsi] 

Lady, 

I A\f sincerely sorry, to hear of your Ladyship's 
indisposition. This, l .hope, may venture to -ort^ratuiafC 
you; on a thorough recover.— These disorders oF the 
earthly tabernacle, are pre.moniilons of its final iiis-.olation. 
They have eveiv one's voice, and this is their meani ig } 
thus they address our affections ; “ Arise, and depart, for 
** herewoct your rest, ' Tnese tenements of clay will soon 
fal^ ^ But there is a city, whose fo indations will ne<fer 
be' - Theiti are mansions, from which the nap. 


" pv inbah'»3''fs wIM npv(«r he dispossessed. Th?lsc^d!M|y 
“ h''ssedJE^US has purchased for you, hy his 
“ blood. T^ese he has prepared tor you, by 
« pow'fr. Be-eech — O ! beseech him, to make you meet 

“ f r them, bv his sanc.titvinfif spir t.*’ 

What sh-ill I sav, lov Ladv, concerning the honor you ’ 
intended me ? It is greater than I^could have expected.— 
And what, concerning the honor to which you invite me? . 
Jt is with unh igned regret, that I cannot accept it.' I 
have bi en a tellow-sufh T?r with your Ltdyship. Have 
had a violent cold, attcnled with a feverish spmptoni* 
Which still hang about me ; and I am sometimes appre- 
hensive, w ill deliver .me over to the physician. This dis- 
order, it is thought, w'as catched, on the day of our late 
coniternation and danger, VV''ben ( was driven from my 
home ; and in order to avoid the fire, was obliged to wade 
through water. 

W'ater and fire, put me in mind of those terrible desola* 
tions, which were once niade by the instrumentality of 
these elements. "Whe.i GOD made them fhe sword of his 
vengeance, to destroy a degenerate world, and four pollut* 
ed cities. 1 mention this, because it leads our thoughts to 
that beneficent and glorious person,, who delivers from the 
wrath to come. Who, in both.these cases, was particular- 
1} typefied ; in the one, by the ark j in the other, by Zoa^ 
or tt.e mountain. O I my Lady, let u$ fly;to him— cleave 
to him — make our boast of him — and rejoice in him— You 
know his name. May your Ladyship know more and 
more. of (he riches of his goodness, and the power of hi^ 
grace ! Till )uu see him, and dxiell for ever with him^ in 
that happy world, where (he inhabitams shall no more say, 

1 am sicic. I neic, i hope, through' the blood of the ever- 
lasting covenant* to meet your L dyshtp ; and no loiiges 
tie you with the disagreeable mciuion of my indispositions, 
but join witu you in loving, Houring, and luagnitying that 
dear, oiviiic!)' excellent jEbOS,' .who loved us, anu washi* 
ed us tioiu out sms in ni, own blood. lo, his infinitely,- 
tender cbic 1 coiurmt your L 4 dysliip, apd beg leave tP - 
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on the jjioupH j ?»nH th- vh Je to nfwlce 

for more impressive, ^ arched over ir« Ufti. ThesifiH 

$o awful, that one of the v>Hiers, fainter! away, w he pMe 

5 < H hv the dismal spectacle j and the acdoont so 

that 1 observed the tears stealing down the cheal(S of ^ 

Larlv, where it was related. 

Will not this t-eh* us, mv “Lidv, to form some faint ape 
pt^hersion of GOD \lm shty*j tender and amazing love 
in CnR S r lESUS?— When we had deserted his service, 
and rcbciled against his ma^e^tv, not once, nor twice only, 
but times out of number; did he j>ass sentence of death 
utv n us ? Nr- ? he excrciserl all long-suffering towards us. 
— Instead of c- ndemning u®, he deputed his own son, to 
be cond( mi.e and to sutler in our room. He resigned 
the r'ea lv beloved >f his soul, the immaculate and blessed 
TE‘'US, to recciv*' all he arrows of vengeance into hia 
i,e..rt ; to become a pale, blooJv, mangled corpse ; a spec- 
tacle of miery to angels and m.n; on purpose, that we 
miEht go tree ; that we might be delivered from punish* 
ment • and he made heir> ot eternal haopiness. 

o adorable kiiidn< s- ! to spare such rebels ; freely to 
naidon, and iully lo forgive ine»n !— still more adorable 
arui stupend us! to raise them iDin the blopk, to thehigh- 
Lt oieferineu s in htavea 1 to cxaJt them from the stake, 
to a elonous cr- wn, and »n everlasting kingdom!— I hat . 
he may give your Lad) ship all the blessings of the gosj^l 
of peace, IS the beans desire, and toe earnest pto/ef of, . ^ 

My Lady, 

4 

Your^Xiadyihip’s’nit^l 

OtOigfd, sw<i . 

; } ■ 
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5 , P. S. You have heard, f nrefiime, from our ex^eMprit 
i)pijend in America. I thi k, he C' uld not forijet vour Li, 
idyship, as he remenibered m?. Mv let-fpr wis ve’^v shor\ 
«s he was in great d ‘uht, whether it w(»uH find me in rhe 
land of the living. N )thing at all material, onlv an ac, 
count of his own welfire, otherwise J woi,iH h ive taken 
the pleasure of communicating it to your Ladyship. 


LEITER XXViri. 


Miles's Lane^ Match SI, 1752. 


My Lady, 


Yestepday. in the evening. T received your 
Ladvship’s letter , and th * first thing I J > ttiis morning, is 
to return my thanks, for the honor it did me, and the plea* 
; sure it gave me. 

You mav depend upon it, I always appear, in mv letters 
to your Ladyship,, with one of mv best frames of mind i 
just as I should appear in person, was 'I able to wait noon 
.your Ladyship, «i‘h mv sprucest suit of ch^aths. But it is 
not always sunshine and serenity in my breast. Neither is 
it always purity and harmony in my temper 1 have so 
much vanity, and to many tollies ; such stupid in>attenti* 
on, and odious ingratitude } such stubborn irresignation 
' nod unconquerable pride ; such frrquent sallies ot foolish 
-dcsire,,#|id workings of evil adection i above all. such un* 
reasoiNl^le unbelief in the merits ot- my Saviour, an:t the 
^preiftiMs of my GOD, who considers whereof .seare 
remembers that we are but dust ; and whose 
M his majesty, exceedingly great and infi lite. At 
' adorable feet 1 would iie very low i and make, frodi tue 


bo*’tom of ntiv deorayod <oul, the pdor lepier’^ 
unclean ! unclean 1 GOD Almighty i* please!, of li’a^W* 
gular goodness, to preserve me, from niany. very scahdi^<^ 
out-brealcings of corruotion ; .but I am often exercised' 
inward trials ; have often reason to 'complain, ** wheft"f 
tvoiild do good, evil is present wjth me*^' ?• 

This, my Lady, T believe, the wisp and gracious GO0 
pe'*mits — that he may shew us, what is in our heart: that/ 
it is deceitful and desperately wicked •, and may bring US 
off from all self-admiration, to abhor ourselves in dust and 
ashes — ^That he may teach us to prize our glorious advo- 
cate and surety more highly ; to renounce our wretchedly 
inrsperfect selves more thoroughly ; and place our -whole 
affiance on his son’s previous blood, and immaculate righ- 
tei)usness.— -^'Fhat he may quicken our desires after brigh- 
ter and ’more transforming manifestations of CHRIST i 
after richer and more efficacious communications of his 

spirit. — - T hat he may wean, our affections more and 

ni ire from this disordered state, and render us less unwil- 
ling to be. dissolved. To be dissolved, and enter into that 
happy world, where all ignorance will be dispelled all 
corruption destroyed and we shall love the LORD JES» 
VS CHRIST, not only, in sincerity, but with everlasting 
ardour. ' , ^ 

such seasons, 1 think, it best my Lady, to beware of 
too much disquietude and anxiety. 1 remember some ex. 
p'lessions, that dropped from a dear friend, when ! had the 
honor of being in your Ladyship’s company atthe Countesg 
Delitz’s, which tended to chcriah this drooping^ disconso. 
late disposition As though we'oaghtto be scourged with- 
the lashes of conscience; and hang down our heads as a 

bulrush, But why should we covet to- be scourged ? 

when our divine master wai wpunded' for clthese sins, and 
bruised for these iniquities f Will our ^uneasiness <and . sel^ 
tormenting cares add. any- thing. 4 o the vutue of CHRiSl'’s' 
atonement f— -Or, siiali We indulge the Unward distress-, in ' 
•rdec to humble our niiads f iy wiR fm^en 





titft tfwm ; d1«CMnr&f(e their tddre^see to the eoiir«;e of 
gnod < and have juat suob an e£Feet upoh them, as rh* fat* 
lore of animal spirits has upon tKe body. And whether 
this failure of aiuoaal spirits^ fits the body for anv* ohe in- 
iMnre of service^ or any one speciesof enjovni'*rtt, tSiose 
who have experienced |he change, jodee my 

iLady : the truest humility, the most gehuthe abase’neof, o 
ernunded on a sense of Our ever.blessed Redeemer’s I )ve. 

that is high above all height, humbled himself to dea^^, 
even the death of the cress, that he might make expiation 
for these offences. When we ate properly impressed with 
this astonishirg and delightful truth, it will sink us in bu< 
sniJiation, even w hile it exalts us in hope. If we observe 
the scales of a balance { the higher the one ascends, the 
lower proportionably the other drops. So, the more we 
advance io this faiths the more we foall encrease in p^ver* 
ty.of spirit. 

Therefore* when such temptations occur, when such da* 
iilements arise, don’t desirous, honored M tdaiii, of 
dwelling upon the afflicting conviation of shameful guilt, 
and atxminable vileness ; but turn the eye of your mind to 
the bleeding, agr.nizing, dying J£SUS. Gfot rid of the 
tear and the distress, by a firm assured belief, (hat the king 
of heaven has Ncarted for these follies : that the LORl3 
of life has suffered death fot these sin84 md the {prince of 
peace poured out his blood for these ttansgreastons, ThiM:, 
though they are displeasing to the divine majesty ; it will 
^ much more displeastngi if vVe disbelieve the truth of his 
word, cr distrust (he efficacy of his beloved son’s propitit. 
tictv--<***^lihut* my L-ady^ fight the good fight of faith, and 
ovtrtome through the blood of the JLenib, By such a re* 
pCitted appiicatioit of h>s sdNimment iitfimie merits, 1 
bofie, yiAi wiU find your sou) otoaredriefireshod, and filled 
u^hmdttMidance of peace,! Then, i am peisuaded, you 
HiU find yourself, like a pefsdn that has shook off tbe ma- 
triples liiMn bis haitde, ot thrown a Heavy load from his 
riioukhtif , for naorc tree, enlafgefdv and aetiye in the ways 

of the LiOI^D, 

» 
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My comfprK ori fuch ? 
from turaing such 8f 

prayer t Hpfr 3 (ui,. 1. ,’ Heb. «. £*i *4' 

l>hnit. 1 , 0 , ' 

And do.Qot let ^ipjeelrtlntitbe IX)^Qitbhoi« 

•uch inftf mil;jle6» tboMgk pi^iiDttbteiHly ftLnfal ' No ^ he ^ | 
fditliiiii ftudt compiasMpni^ j^igh'Priest. was tein»ie4‘ 
in ail thiogs itko 9 S wp are;, yet without, sin. Be wiP therer-^ 
fare graciously receive us ; reveal hl»i);^^f to. u$ j, and say 
to us by bis blessed spirit, son, <Uught«,’ba 6f gojodchw 
1 have died.for aJi tby misdoings.-^ Should- l«ord ■*■<■' ' ' 
in his journey to 0atb, have the inisibrrune £iU £ruqi hif 
horse, or be overturned in his coach, and make his appear 
ance before the countess, besmeared with blood, dii^ured’ 
with dirt, and turn with wounds } would her Ltdvship’ 
loath him on this account i Quite- the reverse, Her howeljs 
would yearn i. she would feel cotnpassjon added to he)t> 
adeetKin j and gently wipe sway the blopd, and tpnderiy 
take care ot the wounds* 3ach,> or rather unspeakaoly ■ 
more condescending and gracious will our LORU’s recep*^ 
tion of us be, when we come weary, heavy laden, and 4^ ; 
bird with guilt, to dud rest in- bis merits, Be vooebsaf^.v 
to call himself our everlasting FarHEas and will never, ‘ 
never be Putdo:ie by aay earthly parent in- toe exercise of. 
compassion and goodness. 

Poor ' ! ■ *‘»»hias some odd teqapets ; which maky Mr , 
many enemies. So nta, 7, ti»t, 1 bdiege, she is- aU^post Jss > 
universally disliked, as her amialdsi’ husband is lovied, .liit.: 

1 am apt to think, people aggravate her weaknesses. An 1 
my Lady, *tis an unkind wond*. flt^delkhts to propagate >: 
defamatory reports; and the baU of emsufe, always ga^ . 
thers as it rolls; Where is that Ibyfcliest of virtues,; jUiianiy ^ ^ ’ 
We see her charmingly, pmirtiiayed by the. finest peuctl.mv.: 
der heaven; it Cormthlausxtii, But wbeo^. how rarely ac/ 
least, dp we see her treadf the stage.pt Hie; m .entei^the cir- 
cle ot conversation' i O ! .- that, eotneusstpoed by hCr. great ^ 
master apd. pattern, she mtqe-dwcp ^iB.s>yPur 
heart, and not be an utter stran^’r mine i 


•^ . ■ '■ -riJ r; 1' ■ ; ' •■ ''.V...;' • -, ■ ' ' rsa. 

^^^',|'8^ceri*ly W«b, Ihit tbe Countes« D, and all th** n<?r- 
yctiages of distiiittioibj who have tasted that the LORD is 
.cracicuSf h’ayrprbw- in grace {may be filled with the spirit j 
w»'d he valienjt ip. the cause, zealous for the interests, of 
JESUS of A aihreth. A 11 the hosts of heave n a Jore him } 
ind shall vre, creatures of the gronn't. be ashamed to own 
hitti.' Angels, men, and devils, shall bow the knee to him, 
}at the last day ; 'and shall we» in this our day, blush to ac- 
knowledge our relation to her ? ' 

; 'We have, doubtless, tnany enemies, and probably shall 
’jnof cease to be assaulted with temptations, so long as we 
conlinue in this wilderness. But let us not fear, my Lady. 
tWe have a captain and a guide, who is as gracious as we 
could with ; far more gracious than we can think. Hear 
his own words ; and itiav his own spirit write them upon 
■your Ladyship’s heart : ^For I» saith the LORD, will be 
pht'o her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glo. > 
^ in the midst ot hint). ‘ 

d Zeeh. ii. 5. Only let us look unto him ; walk , closely 
, with him ; and, like good Hezekiah, {of whom 1 have just 
k^cn reading) cleave unto him. 

' ’ I'assure you, my Lady,'I^6hould lose a signal satisiaction, 
as well as offend highly against gratitude, if 1 should cease 
i'o 'ptay for your' increase in faith, in holiness, and in joy. 
And I have the comfort to think, the dearly beloved son of 
GOD, JLSUS CHRIST the righteous, ever liveth to make 
Inttrctissiori Ibr your Ladyship, and also- (as his grace and 
truth bblige me tp believe) for 

Your Ladyship’s most 

. Obliged, and most 

, Qbedient Servant, 

JAMES HERVEY, 





7 ottenkam, 1^, 1751* 

, . • • < ‘ • 

My LAst, 

I BEG leave to pay my most grateful respects to 
your Ladyship once more ; being upon the point to re* 
move into Northamptonshire. « has pleased GOD to 
take my honored father to hirdself. So that 1 am obliged 
to depart from my present situation ; and, if I caii bear the 
journey, and undergo the , fatigue, to take the living of 
Weston. O ! that I had strength ot constitution, to watch 
over a flock, and feed them ‘with the milk of tl^e word I 
but the will of the LORD is best. ' ’ He employs whom he 
will employ, and whom he will he lays aside. Wise and 
righteous are all his ways. 

’ i is very probable, I shall never have the pleasure of 
seeing your Ladyship again, bn this side the everlasting 
habitations. My enfeebled state renders me |like an aged 
tree, which must continue, where it is fixed: to transplant 
it, or to remove it, is to kill it.— O my Lady, my honored 
,]^dy, let us, with those believers of old, cleave to the 
isOUD withJiMfm^se'of hearL Cleave to that ever* 
bie»seo and all.gracious LORD, who bore all our sins in 
his own body on the tree : who fulfilled all rightdousdest 
for our j iSdhcatioii; and.ever liveth to make iptdrcessioa 
for us.— Let us remember him ia the oighHeasoD, and 








#i{|ik vpon Mm mhm wfi wskmf. L^(r iit coaveme 
<tlM>r«i))plk:4ttO'i, and beW^viBti etmiain’ >n, 
oa kiiDk t6 Mm *as <Nir amiable imtte<n, and de^vrosti 
Vpoo him aaour all-sufficient propHiafon. Let live •i') 0 (i 
Maiy and rgeice ia him. Th^ when the hour of ourdis^o- 
li^dcMi apoeoac^a, we may not change our company, not 
MkBBge our employ, but only change the place 'if our 
Mxide. 'nten, my Lady, 1 shall hope to welcome vou 
(for in thirinstance you must give me leave to go bef ire 
you) into the house not made with hands, eternal in the 
then, my best prayers will ever attend your 
Xiadyship; I shall wish f>r your Ladyship's happinew, ly 
ardently as my own •, and shall always be ambitious ol pro* 
4Msiag myself. 


Yoi^ur Ladyship'a 


Host obliged, and 

Host obedient^dervanr, 

JAME$ HBRVBb. 


XXX. 




'Htitaisdri 


. r^AM jttstarrhre^ at Weston, after a pleasant 
Jjmiiwgrtio an gi»y cpach and cool weather. Bttfmucb 


f we -.two 

Maiv the grticiow G,Ql!ln^ho;Jaiii.,|M 
bortv itukke'^d fewJp 1 W) thanlt'ftiJ i v- , ■ . v"r> ,t *-*> 53 ] 

SiiB ? m* Ladvy how almost eirf]y thm|(vi^iiMi#«il^t^^ 
here we have na cohfinfaiii^ cify i ;l>ut 9tb jHI[a 

journers^ below. In heaven, » oiir. tfde hoimek 'rMfv4^ 
e verlastirig lest to be »^o|oye<l There aiefcee* and «|t| rai^ 

bm i h- d< And fltefe the one crucified, . bjit now eakdlbail 
JESUS, dw cH$ and reigns for e»er.-r-Therc .ni^ yow 
d}»h}p'8 affections be fixed I And i^this pra^ffioe nnijrjl 
be so wise as to imitate you : in thn pMeC; 1 bcab 
h(.ppy as to meet y u. , • v ' - ' ^ 

1 received your Ladyship’s favor, wHCn I ^at ^tacUflj} 
up and preparing for my journey. Which leaned iWjr 
weak consriintion to such a degree, that I was not abfe to 
pav my f.rateful acknowledgments, before .1 MtTolte^' 
ham. Now 1 (ake le'ave to thank you fir your condeaeca^ 
ing letter, and tor giving me leave to write to jour LadSy. 
siup from the country , 

1 assure you, rn> L.idy^ I liave not the least, aversion fo 
print any procuciion of mine, in case better judges shot^d 
th'i k It might ttiid tu maintain the honoicf the bible, or 
en(><.-ai thai inesu aoie book to mankind. How unfeigQ« 
eci> siiouio i rej otct. if J might be aii’instruiiftent of gbri« 
f'ing. in ciiiy capatity or any ciegree, . tiat ' i miable Ke« 
deenicr } V'. ho, tor my »dlsri vas aespifid and rejected of 
men. All i fear, i« 1e»i aci:tc but ir’'e|igi..jus iniud«, should- 
CibCuver sonic wcaK. sentiment , atioul'i liniJ some flaw in 
ti e argument j and take occasion to wound the Redeem,, 
er, ai.d vml,, tiis tiuiiiii,- thr /ugti niy iuadvertence.—fie So 
gooo, ( 11 / Juaay, as to hiaiCtf m'y very respectful compli 
merits to i>:. kiales, aiiu info m tma of iny suspicious.—* 
it yrohia piCM^se.W revise the little essay, yrito a particu* 
lar WeW io >fifkse’appf4nChsi<>n^.; aod snoukl think the re* 
marks wilt stand tne test of a vigorous examination ,0(Hr 
suen they uium expect) my scruples Would be- verjr muefl 
auateo. — i uciicvc, i ourst undertake to vindicate^ all the 
ousetyaduus, mat are pf akritu^ iMiotc withitcgaiSto thcr 


. SNgvri*! language, w cif an hist'Ji’lc ‘ riat»jrfe w&1i regard to 
’'Jwt,— -Whether 1 offend against the rules of polite and gen. 
H'feel demeaooiui, four Ladyship is the best judge. — Ijhere 
' i^ojid have beeia references to texts of scripture, either 
.'^ahted dr alluded to.~-If your Ladyship, ot the Dr. should 
persist in your opiniun, I vyivh you woul * be so good as to 
- get the paper transribed (no matte/ how close it is written) 
iand' transmitted to nie in a frank. For I have nd copy of 
4t» only some in*cdherent .minutes in shorLhapd.— May 
i ^'Wat euerblessed being, 'who looks forward in the remotest 
futurity, wd discerns the consequences of every step We 
offer to take i .may HE direct us in this and all out pur* 
* ; poses 1 guide us by his grace, and receive us into his glory 1 
for his wisdom' is un>errine. and his aoodness is infinite. 


1 know not what the LORO will do with me, or how 
I shall proceed. My strength is so worn dowq, and my 
constitution so irreparably decayed, that it will be absolute- 
ly impossible for me to discharge my ministerial duty. And 
I think it will be equally impossible for me to f >rget vour 
' X<adydiip in..my best moments, or to be insensible of your 
: generous kindness. 

My Lady, 

Your LadyshipVmost 

Obliged, and most 
‘ Dutiful Servant, 


'MMES HERVEt* 


LADT FRANCES SHIRLET. $$ 

• - L-. - 

"■ ^ T"’ — ^ 

LElTERXXXt. 


• ^'eston, January lit 175f. ' 

My Lady, 

I .\Sf indebted to your Ladyship for the favour,., 
which Wednesdav’s poat brought to my hands* 1 ho,)e, 
y^r L^dv^hip will, by- honoring me, sometimes with a 
In e, m-.ke me still more and more your debtor. For, 
though I dread th;* thouglit of contracting other debts, I 
siu'il hnd a peculiar pleasure in running deep on this 
SC()r % 

My chaplfiin-ship is an honor, which I neith 'r expected 
ns r solicited. The whole affair was traiisacred wirh.>'jt 
mv knowledge, by means of ray dear friend Mr. Woitc- 
field. Who, in some degree like his divine ma*ter, is m ^re 
ready to give, than others are to ask his kind assistance — 
Had I made application for myself, your La.Iyship would 
have been the first person in the world, to wiioin I snoi.d 
chuse to be obi ged for procuring me such a privilege ; and 
1 am sure, there is no one, from whom Iciiuld b ive greater 
reason to hope for success in such a request. — I a n sorry 
to incur, on any account, your Ladyship’s di,spleasure. Yer, 
in this case, it pleases me to observe, that even your ang -r 
is amiable j and 1 can read the benevolence of the b-eari la. 
the trowns of the face. 

I am glad to hear, that such eminent and able geniuses 
are determined t« empoly their talents in so rioole a cause, 
as the honor of the most high GOD. But can tnerc be, 
my Lady, such a creature as an Atheist in tnc world t 
Tnere may be pretenders to Atheism. Bat 1 verily oe- 
lieve, they, are self convicted and seit.conicmned by toe 
verdict or their own breasts. Huwevei, i suall be very. 


Qq 


IKTTBRS T» 


u 


iri'cK pJeaFfd to fee the sc^eire, which these pVrthrren 
pirj o?e to e'xerpte. Thst 1 may have the satisf^ctii n to 
?''c< Tjrr\ it M ith rrv t ravers, and may wish them good 
luck in the nape of the LORD. 

fstrr. m* Lady, h nor Northampton. About two 
ir.iles frrn: li e town Pleasantly situate ; on an agreiable 
cmiDti cf ; (.r the rigl t sire < f the rivt r ; and at a ’ roper 
•fstarce futr ihc meadow. My home is quite retired. It 
races the garden tnd tl e fold. So that we hear none of 
the tun ultpous diri of the world, and see nothirg bu^ the 
wonderful ar d chatndr.g works of the Creator! oh ti’ai I 
be enabled to improve this advantage .us solitc^e ? 
jh^juglt secluded from the gay and the busy scenes of life, 
ir.ay jfeyer be present with that divine being, who has 
heaven for his thrci e, and the earth f(«r his foot-stool — 
Whose mercy in CliRIST JFSUS, is 1 ke his m.ajcstv, 
exceeding great and infinite. M ho is therefore higl.jy to 
be adn ired, and dearly to be loved, as well as deeply to 
revered. 

J did, on the day your Ladyship mentions, ascend the 
pulpit i and speak fd the space ot half an hour, to my 
people. But w ilh so much weakness — O! ’tis I'ell that 
the eternal CCD does not want strength ot lungs, or deli- 
cacy of elocution ; but can do his work, his great work, of 
ctr.vfciting sculs, hy the wtakest, n.eamst instruments. If 
it was M i SI , inoted miy Laoy 1 must absolutely despair of 
Itir g soccesstoJ in n.y labour, or serviceable in my effice. 

J cpii 10 0 y c( 11 u ission to my new parishioners, from 
ifi sc W( los ot the hlesstd and only potentate } preach ihe 
gosj^el lo tvtiy crcatuie. Shewed them — what the gospel 
ti I s, ai o V hat I lessii gs it c( inprehends — :,by whom these 
oltssii gs were j uivliastd, and to whom they are olfeied— 
exi t net ti m: scvcialiy to secure to themselves a share in 
these unspeakable bkssings— and gave tnem to understand 
that the CIO it 11 y preaching amongst them, the design ot 
ii > cinvcisatun wiin it:ein, and the principal aim of my 
whole life woulo Le, to br.iig them aicquuinted with tins 
dciigitUui uoctuue aud assist taciu m uoiduang this gicat 
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fi-.ivafion. — I bless GOD for making my po )r discourse ac- 
ct ptabic to my beaiersj and now I must beseech that 
bouut'tul ^iver ■ f ill good, to make it beneficial to theifr 
souls. Wr.ile I am exercising myself in this pleasing civ* 
pio\, ttit truest method of expressing my pastoral aflFetM)*' ; 
J hojie, 1 siiall not forget the duty of gratitude, which will 
al^)s be owing to your Ladyship, b/ 

Your Ladyship’s 


Most obliged, and 

Moat obedient Ser<^ nt, 

JAMES HERVEY. ’ 
LETlE.l XXXII.J 


Weston f Januarjf 20, 1752. 


My'Lady, 


An answer to my letter, so soeedv and so oblig- 
ing, is acknowledged as a ioiiok’ fiYfor. Miy your Lidy- 
ship find a grac ous GOD equaliy ready to hear, aci 1 
equally ready to fulfil, every req lest of your lips, and all 
tnc (tesire of your heart ! — Equally, did 1 say ? bij is iri« 
conceivably more bountiful than the most generous and 
benevolent among the children ot men. W lat is the lau- 
gu ige ot his transcendent g.io.iness in C L^-Ld aiii how 
runs fii* faithful promise to ins people i it siwll cooie t* 




.prs9, that before they call, I will ans'ver Vi V' ‘ 'V 
.we yet sptaking, I will hear. ^IThat a sweet eno 
inent is this, to make frequent applications to i><.s »iivine 
Majesty. 

TheJ8i«hop of N— — h, I haye^been toM, is a *’<»ry 
fine scholar, and a very polite gentleman. Mav he c*" >•<' i 
his other accom ; lishments, by acting the part - 

zealous- Christian. I am glad to hear, that he has j lin' d 
the nt'bie association, which is determined to make a nob" 
lie stand, against the overflowings ot infi ^eliry and vice — 
. 'Tis written in the scriptures of truth ; When fhe enemy 
cometh in like a ijood, the spirit of the I.ORD slull lit 
■'«p a standard against him. Who knows, but, pa't!/ by 
the productions ot these masterly pens, and parMy bv tt'C 
. labours of the honest Methodists, this prophecy may be, ci 
some measure fulfilled ? — May I ask your Ladvship, .* 
ther the performance is to consist of detached papers, like 
the Spectators ? Or tQ be comprised in a large tr'-*at'''e ? 
Whether it is to come abroad in periodical essavs ? ' )r to 
make ns apjJearance all at once ? Whether the'r d -sign is 
to be kept as a secret, or whether it may be cornmuniv. :t- 
<d in conversation to others ?— I hope the GOD of hea- 
ven has stirred up the minds of these eminent persons. .>!id 
wi.I accompany with his favor the work they unnertake.— 
I'or, with regard to that almighty Being, the words ofil.- 
lak are as true, as in their original application of them they 
were false : I yypt (rather, Lam assured) that he w hom 
thou blesscst,- is blessed ; and be whom thou cursest, is 
cursed. 


Whenever you please to give me a sight of those manu- 
.srrjpt papers, your Ladyship will be so good as to send 
tiu m to Miles’s- Lane, my brother will transmit them to 
W < ston. As soon as 1 have revised them j. Added the pro. 
per marginal references ; and corrected some in.accura. 
•cirs ^-tbey shall be returned, and wholly, resigned to your 
Laici)shi|^*s^<lisposal. 1 shall only beseech the great head 
thc'church, who sees into the remotest futurity, and dts- 
^rna-tbe coosrquences of every undertaking^ to. dire&t your 
)L>a;ship ii^^li your determinations. ’ 


lACT «IIRt1!r» 


^ bat a p'f!v lejre is it/iny L-tdy, that ,we have leavt* 
nay, have a po r-mand, to address ourselves to an all wis® 
and all-powerful friend, in every doubt and likewise 
in e\efy difficulty ! Be careful (be anxious and per- 
plexed) fjT nothing : but in every thing by prayer and 
suppiicattno. with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known un'o GOD- Tois is the divine direction. What 
follows, is tiie divine promise. Whatsoever ye shall ulc 
p e father in my name, he will give it you. Ask, and ye 
snail receive, toat your joy may be full. 01 that we may 
be ct abled to obey this dire..tiun, and believe this pro- 
n.is'e I— Your Ladvship remembefs, how the congregation 
oi Israel were left to a mistaken course, bv neglecting thia 
8K( ted iiw thod t.f intor Illation. Nor can you forget, how 
Linvid, in a very daiigeruus CQnjuneture, was led in the 
right way, by seeking tnis heavenly guidance. — I heartiijr 
‘ wi-h, that yout Ladyship mav have the spirit of grace and 
suppiiciition f on, tlie living GOD. May, here, be guid* 
CO by his counsel j anu, hete'ufter be received into 
glory, ^ 

A richer blessing I could not mention, though I should 
c , .iuiue willing, -ill my paper was nlled, aud.your Lady- 
s' 'ip’s pnticiice .ireil. 1 us laerct iie is the proper time 
and pwee, tor leqaestmg the honor of subscribing myi 
scit, 

% 

Your Ladyship’s most 

Ouiiged,' and most 

Obedient Servant, 


JAMES HERVJEY* 




ifeTTW#- Td 


LETIER XXXIII. 


Wtston July S, 1753. 


Mt t>ADt, 


As I ^as sitting <^own *to the nleasin^ enolof 

of paving my dutj to yonr Lidyship, comu tv ca ne in to 
talk with me, on an afF ir wh’ch could ne>th.*r Se u • jl ' -t. 
cd, nor p istponed. T'> this ir is o wing, that vo'i'’ Lid/^- 
ship did not receive my grateful acknowledg ne its o. ne 
last post.— The affair is this. Advsed by my friends, im» 
portuned by my relationr, and swayed by a concrTn fo'* the 
circumstances of a mother and sister who live with m?, I 
'have been prevailed on to take a second benefice. This 
obliges me to set out tor Cambridge without d-'lav. in or- 
der to be created Master of Arts. From thence 1 pr > .:eei 
to London, to get a dispensation from the Arch Bi-thop 
and the seals trom the Lsrd Ch incellor. O » Wednesla/ 
night I hope to be in town ; and ’ft can get my business 
dispatched, by Saturday or Monday at the farthest, i n tjr 
return soon enough to meet our Diocesan on his visitation 
at Northampton ; receive institution there ; 'ind save :iiy. 
self the fatigue and expence of a journey to Peter ^oroug i. 
This scheme, if practicable, will demand so niu^.h of ;ny‘ 
time, that 1 fear it will be impossible f>r ma to wait up^n 
your Ladyship at Twickenham. Wtuch if i could di, it 
would help to alleviate. the difficuhies, and reconcile me to 
the toil of travelling. 

1 was honored with your Ladyship’s |letter, just |as I re« 
turned from visiting my people at Coiimgtree: Me pins.n 
which I served, when I lived with^iny fauier, and of wmeh 



lAOr PRANCrS WlRLET 


Jam ?oine »o be Rector. It wouW have pleased yout 
Ladv<hiD, to have observed, how glad the honest folk* 

V ere. to see their old curate. And why were they [glad "? ^ 
F >r no o her reason, that I can conceive, but becausf I 
u'-ed fn converse with them |in private, just as I sooke to 
them fr-im the piiloit'!; and endeavoured, at everv interview 
to set foi ward their eternal salvation. T.iis, I find, is the 
g-and secret, to win the affections of a Buck. And in this 
as in every other p.irt ot true Christianity, our interest and 
our duty are connected. When we are bidden to obey the 
blessed JESUS, we are bidden to take the m'ost effectual 
way, of Dcinj^ happy in ourselves, and acceptable toothers. 
O ! how amiable are thy courts, thou L0K.0 ot hosts ! 
said the Psalmist. And may not we, witn equal truth, re- 
reply ? O ! how amiable are thy precepts, thou LOKD 
Redeemer ! may they be written on your Ladyship’s me- 
mory, by frtquei't recollection ; and engraven on your 
heart, by the spirit of the living G.OD ! 

Here. l intended to have torborn, and to detain your 
Ladyship’s attention no longer. But a fresh favour de- 
mands my thanks. — No, my Lady ; I did not laugh at the 
contents of your last, (as your Ladyship is pleased to speak) 
but was delighted wiih your condescention and compassion. 
Your Ladyship knows, who it is tnat has said condescend 
to men of low estate : and who it is, ot whom it was said, 
wc have not an high-priest that cannot be touched witn a 
feeling of our infiripities. And, grateful as 1 am fjr your 
favours, zealous as 1 am for your happiness, 1 cannot wish 
youj LaUyatnp a gieater blessing, than to be found obedi- 
ent 10 that uirectioii, and conformed to that pattern. 

1 aways read your Ladyship’s letters again and again, 
before 1 ooey me orders you formerly gave. But having 
onuc pera»ea me hrat part of your last, i dare not veutufe 
to look upon ii any iimre. flour Ladyship will guess the 
reason, wticii i as»ure you, that aa the Magazine of Gua- 
PoAuer IS lu a spark, sucti, ^such is my depraved soul to 
the least xviiisper ot applause. It cannot Deaf praise.-— 
Liaiuuieut ensues. O i*(iiai it may drive me to CliRlST. 



«|||b - •.flBTTIilil' TO 


‘See there* vain conceited wretch— »ee, hfiw lojihsome thy 
^ilt it, how ruined thy 5 fate was ; since nothing less htn 
the blood o^ the son of GOD could cleanse thee, nothing 
but hia death could recover thee. See this, and blush, and 
be confounded, even whilst thou art restored. — If your 
JLadythip pleases to transmit those pai)ers to tnv brother’s 
in a few days, the author will take rare of them, and con- 
tity them safely to the Rector of Weston. Who, in both 
capacities, and with the utmost siriLerity, wishes your La. 
dyship all joy and peace in the LORD JESDS j and begs 

‘leave to profess himself, 

& 

‘ My Lady, 

^ Your Ladyship’s most 

€>biiged, and most 
• Dutiful Servant, 

JAMES HERVEY. 


LEITER XXXIV. 


Weston^Mylt 175B. 


Hy Lapy, 


,, Now, my Lady, I have put your kindness, 
your Slberosity, . and forgiving graces to the trial. You 
Imagined, 1 was in town ; had received your letter ; and 
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inv«'’It in-xcu»!ible.--fl tf, at Cambridge, I was jflforrMni. 
bv J» ?rn»l ^min of the spirtt}ial court, that I can fipt pfO- 
▼idfd mvtp'f »vith all thc' pre-requisites fur taking, a secbniil 
bvine. Wi'.ic^’oh’ig.ed rae to alter mr measures; aftil* 
in«t<*aH f>f proc^*e ling from the University to London, td 
return r>o-ne. I now propose to set out for the Metrop?' ^ 
Jis on iNJondav or ^ucsd.iv. 

I have ju«t received the mantiscript paoers, and the fa- 
vor <if vour Ladvship’s letter. — Glad I am, very glad, that 
mv remarks have the continued approbatioii of those ex- 
c^'ent judges ; and shalll with the utmost alacrity, vend 
th-m abroad in the world.- Hoping, they may be a mean? 
of subserving, in some low degree, that grand designation 
of almighty ma estv. mentioned bv the Psalmist ; thou hast 
inagnilied thy WORD above all thy name. 

1 tirnk, your Ladyship’s objection was very just and 
.weighty. I fancy, it wou'id be most adviseable to send 
the little p^ce abroad under my own name. As' the ac- 
ceptance (without vanity I would speak it) which my 
other essays have found from the public, may promote the 
spread of this. And — I will conc.-al nothing trom yo;ir 
Ladyship— 1 apprehend, m.y bookseller wojU give rae 
something for the copy. Which, a^ this juncture, w huld, 
scarcely be consistent with prudence to neglect. Tne ex* 
pence of taking two livings is very great. It will cost me, . 
I am told, six tcore pounds. And though, I believe, I. 
have money enough in bank, produced by selling the pro- 
perty of my meditations j yet, such a succour would be 
welcome and serviceable, 

M ill your Ladyship lend your name, eirber at fall length 
or in initial letters, to dignify and recommeud the perfor.n-, 
ance ? 1 humbly submit this proposal to your Laiv ship’s 
deteruiination i and shall be obliged, if you allow it j-r 
shall acquiesce, if you reject it. 

1 am just returned from a visit- -from Northamptofi.— 
Where i spent an agreeable (O 1 that it m^y prove jm ed,P 


R It . 




fv'ng) .'f»frrpon.. ir .rrirrnry *» ?th a phiveician, a cVrpy^ 
Iran. arH a "Part pf our c^iscoiir®.e tnrrpd unon ♦ha,^ 

very iirportanf and pfiml'v comfortabJe nro" 


l^’FCv. wb'ch yriir l adyship ffoKaMv have treasured up 
in icnr rrenff ry. or else may read in Dan. ix 24, 


Mav that it finiteh' rondrscending Redeemer, who was 
pleased to wrrlc it r ut, in his own saered person, apply it 
to y< UT T.advsh’p’b s'^ ul bv a Hvelv faith, and seal it tp your 
•ruscierce bv the witness of bis spirit. 


I hecan this letter with an irter.tion r f heirp very s’ ortt 
,:,l»rd yias thinkirf* to rrake an excuse for my brevity, Bu 
J find, there is preat occasion to apf)Iogize for my prolix'** 
ty., A fault, which I know not how to forbear, when I 
Jiave the pleasure t f wiiting to 'your Ladyship. As -the 
be‘-t apology for this f; ult is to pdd no n 0*^0 ; I shall only 
(desire, that your Ladyship will gi\e me leave to infornu 
y» u, when I am arrived in town ; and if I could, bv any 
ireaos, be favs red a few n^inutes with your Ladyship’s 
C< rversatioP} it would be a singular and p.easing satisfac* 
tiunto. 


Your Ladyship’s most 

Obliged, and most 


Dutiful Servant, 


. JAMES HERVET. 


LEfTER XXXV. J 


Weston Sep. $, 175 j, 

> 

5- 

My Ladt, 


I RECEIVED the honor of voiir ^etter,'anfl the . 
/avour of y^ur franks, bv the last p jst ; and very sincef(?lv 
thank vour Ladyship fcT the suoplv. I cannot .ornit the 
very first opno-^unity ot making this ackn > vie l» ns it.-~ 
Especially, because I perceive, you have condescended tQ 
make a nqiieft in niy beha.f , and have thereby (which to 
a generous and noble spirit musr be somewhat grating) put 
it into the power of another to affront vou bv a refusal:, 
and a refusal so much the more ungenteel and di$<ob)iging, 
as the thing asked was so slight and inconsiJeraol?. 

I can hardly f irbear blushing, vulgar and unpolite as C 
arn, at such a paultry nick. And 1 am uiifv;ignedly sorrv, < 
that your Ladyship ^should meet with suco unhandsome 
tie.itment on my account. Bar, my honored Madam, mind 
it n« t. Smile rather at the poor, contracted, ungerous tern* 

per of worldly men bee al»rj, by this contrast, the real 

cignity ot religiou? persons, and the true- elevation of their 
sei tin.ents. Let me speak to dear Georgs Wnitetield ; 
at d, be-it for my scif, or be it for any acquaintance, instead 
of ciimuriiiig, instead ot forming excuses, .e will einbrasd 
tlic proposal with an apparent complacency. He will leave 
no stone uii*tumed ; he will sparem pains* ; to graidy my 
iiicl nation, and accomp is i uiy desire. And wny, Becausev 
he esteems and loves his friend, not with a saperliciai lityiJ 
litv, but trohi a pimciple of grace, a.id in the boweJ^ ' 
CiiRisr. ■ 

My Lord does not kriovr me# '(is tru6. But he, or hiik 
Isrotner haa gteac reasuii to know my tat.ier. i have peard ' 



Niri telafr, with what zeal he served, thir Mai v; when th®’ 
Ffttl oP-r— 7— pushed him hard f' -r his election at ■■ 

Wat he was one of his hon''r''rv freemen ; and against 
iifech n ttimultunus and enraged partv,' as ma^’e him run 4 
risque of his lirnhs and of his life, and not without th** e<*' 
peirce cf sotre guinea®. For which he never had the least 
gt^tuitv i not so much as a piece, of venison. Though he 
in^as always remarkably stanch and sargu ne for their par- 
liamentary interests.— And is this the conduct of the crr-an* 
dees of the earth r This-their kindness to their fr'ends ? Let 
the thrn for ever sav w ith the prophet ceare ye from mattf 
ubore breath is in his nostrils-— who minds bis own, and not 
another’s welfare — for where in is he tv be accounted 

on 


Come, Madam, let us take a generous revenge. Let us 
beseech the king of kings, and Lord of Lords, to bless him 
with the knowledge of CHRIS r, and with all the riches 
of l.is g 'Spel } who had not benevolence enough, to grant 
sb small la boon to me ; and had so little honor, as to deny 
yiour Lady'shit), when you vouchsafed to ask -so trivial a 
favour. — 1 hope, you will be enabled thus to triumph over 
little ruffling accidents, that occur in life. I hope, this 
eitercise of Christian magnanimity, will be easy and delight, 
ful to you. Hnd may J'have grace to imitate your La%- 
shijp., as you imitate our divine, ever gentle, athforgiving 
ifia'ker ! then perhaps the meanest of your correspondents 
'p'.ay, in ibis respeet, be greater than a Lord. 

' ; 1 mention our divine master ? How' should the re* 

irtnabtance ot his name, enkindle our hearts, when they 
ire. cold } andi calm tbem,«vhen they are discomposed !— 
reatnessf How great i$ H £1 he made the 
^-dfld, by bis bare fiat !— U ! let us think of this. May 
CCD reveal this ainazing beneficence, this, wonderously 
rich gift in our souls ; then all earthly things^ whether they 
^imih^’or frowning, whether they crossor coinside witti 
,4^. w i^s, will be less than nothin V and vanity, r 
;#iifl|iiece is now all gone lO' the press. 1 should have 
|||||la..vcry glad, if your Ladysbip^aad Dr. Hales had seen 


LACY 


tbr additions. My mind smites me. 1 fear, Fhave 
too precipitately.' Such -a performance, ought to 
and well judged. It must expect to.meet with a vigofotqr^ ! 
examination, and from readers that, are none of. the, leasts 
sagacious, and none of the most candid. May the GODt. ^ 
of all power and all grace, pity my weakness : and .prosper -.i 
this poor shepherd-boy, with his stone and his sling 
will no longer trespass upon your patience, but only beg 
leave to profess myself, with the grea,test lespect, and . 
warmest gratitude, 

My Lady, > 

Your Ladyship's roost 

Obliged, and most - 

^bedient Servant, . 
JAMES HERVEt 


LElTEUXXXri, 


Weston, S0:mber%%y .. 

l/Li Lady, 


1 FULLY ihtehded, "on this very momini^ tb 
have made iny acknowledgments for the honor ofyour let* 
ter,, and for the tranks h contaitred, But business of ad 
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vr^cnt nature intervi*n<!d, aiH renfl»f^,l it i n >osjibli! f'ir.^ 
to pxrcutf mv design, so^rt enough fir the out, I 
•ineerelv c,)ncened, on ^ccou-it of rhi? di<?ap.)'>intn»i!if 
fcerause, it mu'it make me‘app>*ar mire ungratetul thurif I- 
realiv am ;, and it mav create in voir Lilv'ih’p sine ap-^ 
jSrehensions, that your la^t letter wjs mi'-c irrie i. W lich, 
considt^rir.e the contents to a person of honor and delicacy*.) 
must be very dnacreeable. ■ 

i: I once more beg of vouj M^diim;, to pardon every ex- 
pression in my last, which, wafti, ung latde I, or disres- 

r tctfol to super! -rs, escaped from mv oe i. T ie truth is, 
willingly indulged the motions of a lit:le kin ilii.g res.mt* 
ment, with a view of mitigating your L id v’ship's. Im igi r 
ifig, that if I gave some Vent to mine, it might tend to ex’ 
tinguish ot diminish your’s. Smewhat like theoo’rati ' i* 
which, I ttii;.k, our phy>inians call a re^mlsion. Wnen, a| 
any wound, the loss of bl lod has been larg an J it stir 
continues to fl iw, they open a vei' , in some rem >te pan* 
and by diverting the c</urse. stop the eifUsion. 

I am very glad to find, that there w is no occasioi fir 
•uch a wtll'nieant, though ill judg'd artifice. — Miv vojr 
X>sd,^fh.ip have an e tire comm.niU ove', t.iose turbulent 
affectioi's, which too often shew the tyrmt witnin ! aod 
which w here ever they domin-.er, ineke the so 1 1 like a 
trt uulcd sea, t. at cannot rest. — M ly you, every day, g<- rJV 
snore meek and lowly r.i heart! tins is toe way to coin or 
prevent the atorm in ti.e bre.ist, and obcaina settled serent'' 
*y pf niiiid.^ — Ihis IS t<ie bles»iog, promised uiiuer toe g >s- 
pel dupensation, and dcscrioed by tno->e liguraliveexpres-' 
ci^ns.: The lion shall tig down witn tne lauio : toey shill 
beat'their swords mtir plow-shares, and tiigir sp.-ars into 
pruning'hooks : the rougii plapes saall be made s n ootii, 
and the crooked placcit sira.t.— t his is one distingiishei 
and precious fu.t or the opirit ; and tots was most emi- 
nenti) and amiauiy exemplified, in the conduct of our di- 
vine mast;;/* /VV .,en treated with tne most coatuinelious, 
VV.I0 ri^^tkiable indignity ; lie only remonstrated, witn toe 
.plOUist j^yuticucss* U i iiaic spoKe evil* bear witucss ul tdi 

-gv? - 4 ■ ■ 



fvi) : if wf II, whv smiresr tl^^u me ? When he him?, ins 
rnckin? aeoniM. and amidst cruel mnckinijs, on the cross 9^ 
ip«iread of exprescin? the least in.diprnation, he prayed, h9< 
pleaded, he' procured irercy, eyen fjr his revilers and muf*? 
therers. Father, firgive them, was his p'-ayer. F <r, the/'? 
know not what t*’ev do, was his plea. And ihe salvati m' 
of his bIo»'d thirsty enemies, was the consequence of both,> 
If you should enquire after the little piece, I can hardly 
give any account of if Printing seems to be slow work,;. 
1 don’t fii d, that so much as a single sheet is worked off 5- 
thoufih they have had the manuscript almost three week 4 . 
The very fir'-t that i» finished, and fit for perusal, will take 
leave to wait upon your Lad>ship. And may the blessing 
of HIM, who on. 'e hanged on the tree, but ni^w sit;s oa 
the thr .ne, for ever atten'^ your L.idybhip, and what owe*, 
its being to your commands on, 

M> Lady, 


ypur Ladyship’s most 
Obliged, and 

grateful humbJe'S^rvant, 
JAMES HFKVEY. 


LETTER XXXVIf. 


Walcn, Oct, 99, 1792> 


Mr Labt, 


It» s lonpf time, since T bad the pleasure of 
witing to you ; aud it is longer still, since I ha I the ho- 
nor of hearing from you. Will your Ladyship permit me 
to assure you, that, though I have not troubled you with 
my letters, 1 daily remember your favors with unfeigned 
gtantude, and your welfare with the most unfeigned 
'prayers. 

I had the hopes of presenting you, long before this time 
with those remarks in print, which you so candidly receiv- 
ed in manuscript. Bat the Printer, notwithstanding my 
particular request, that the piece might be worked off with 
expedition, thinks proper to delay ; and takes so ne manths 
for a little business, which, 1 should think, might be dis> 
patched in a fortnight.— What can 1 do f When a person 
trayels in a stage coach, he must go the pace, not wntch he 
chooses, but which- thi* driver pleases. — I trust, however, 

' there is a secret j;providence over-ruling such affairs : and 
that HE who sits at the helm ot his church, orders all, even 
the minutest circumstances, in number, weight, aud mea- 
iiire. The particular conjuncture and proper season of 
'things Jft is plain, he very exactly observes. For he .said, 
a;jnemorable occasion, mv time is not yet come. Q I 
may chearfiilly commit ourselves and all our affairs 
Ijojiis UQ.efriog guidance. 


LADT rRAKCeS fHIIltBT** 

While I write this, a jacket arrives from mv bookseller, 
which i forms me, thait the pamphlet will be soon finished. 
He sends tor the title*page. Which is the last part that is 
printed. N -w it is going to launch into the wotid, may 
the GOn of heaven and earth give it a propitious gale an.d 
a prosperous vovage ! that it may bring some honor tp the 
blessed J b,SUS, and support the dignity of his holy word, • 
Then it will bring a greater pleasure to the author, than’ a . 
fleet of merchant-men brings t > the owners, when it fe» 
turns laden with the choicest spices f the East. 

I have a request to make your La.Iy&hip. But am so 
straitened for time, that 1 must deter it till another pos(.~ 
Would your Ladyship advise m«, to ask Dr. H-Ijs, whe- 
ther It might be proper, by his means, to beg of her Rival 
Highness to accept the pamphlet ? A id, whVner it would 
be impertinent to offer it to tiie Bishop of None ch, or dis- 
respectful to omit it? Shall 1 promise inyselt yjur. opimun . 
on these points, and taktc the libett; to declare 0/ (be en- 
suing as well as by tne present post, how respectfully aud 
unfeigoeilly 1 am, 

. My Lady, 


^ Your Ladyship’s most 
Obliged, and 


grateful humble S rvaut, 
JAMES HERVEY. 


Si . 
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LETTER XXXVIII- 
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Weston Oct. 31, HSt. 


!My Iady, 


The request T arn goln^ to "make, wa^'ts 'ttie 
Jess apolfgv,, because it was mentioned in my last. Or 
TatFer pernr.it me to say, it wants no apology, becaus * [ 
am persuaded,- youj desire is to be good, and your delight 
is to do good. 

J wel) rtmnmber, and should abhor myself if I was ca- 

J able of forgetting, the generous offer you nr.ade n e, when 
was honored with y( ur Ladyship’s company in London. 
1 had then enough for mystlf, and siifficieiit to spar*, for 
the re icf of others. But now' re-iterate’d expences, and 
larger than I expected, and ro^yet ended, have almost to- 
tally exhausted my purse. And 1 am not likely to receive 
an^ rents, w hith may set me again upon rising ground, for 
a corsidt table time. — This unavoidably straitens my hands, 
and niAkes m.e incapable < f distributing to ^he necessities 
lot tl e indigent, so liberally as I could wish. Will you, 
Mac m, f;!vr n e have, at this juncture especially, to act as 
your ain.i ntr r 1 believe, I could put about ten pounds to 
very goc d iiitticst ft^r ytiur Ladyship. A little linen, td!r 
those wj o r.r“ haif tiaked j and an edify ing book, for those 
who are ctj io'al-M igtu.iant j ml|'lit, 1 trust, be acceptable 
to C.t D cur b. vioi.t, ai.d serviceable to these, whom he 
has, bought wiilit is blood — It tins petition should come 
.at a Staton, *w I n. it n;ay be in any degret inconvenient, or 
'tmtu:Uiblc 'o your Ladyship’s ..inclination ; then, 1 make it 
my tarici uqueat, bat you wiii please to ai.svxet it, not 
ty n.tkng any txti.se for your retu.ial, bul by t.iking no 
liulice at ul it. VV Inch, will be perfectly sutistactory to 

i ■ 


rAI>T PRAKCSS StlTRtBYi 


me — I can, I asiure vou, act an iniplic't fiith on yoiir 
*c^v^hi;) ; anri believe, yon h'lvi* excellent reasons fory)ac 
condurt, iiiou;;h they, should be hid tr(>;n my kno.vlel'C, 
But Mico is my vveakness, (O ! thu I may blush an 1 be 
confounded under a sense otit !) I can hardly d » tn* sa ne, 
with '•egard to the unerring and ever gncio.i: vj’') .), Csa 
hardly r.rqniesce, and be chearfully, be ihinfctally re-i^ne l, 
when Ilri is pleased rel ix the springs of life, and* oring 
do .vn my stren.;t}j in my journey, Lv.J[^l), increase O'ur 
f ■ith, is a supplication, wnich we should often address to 
tilt* throne of grace. 

You will very soon receive the pamphlet, which may be 
pri»pt'rly called your own : your own, wh re it is pertinent 
or valuable , mine, where it is weak or inju licious. I saa^l 
take toe liberty, unless ybu couniermand me in t le interim* 
to have it directed fur your LtJys.iip, and letc at Lidy 

May the prince of peace give you peace always and by 
all means. Which cannot be granted to your 'Ladyships 
without imparting a singular satisfaction to 

Your Ladyship’s^raost 

Obliged, and most 
Dutiful Servant, 


JAMES HERVEY; 



LADT FRANCM ST^lRtRT I 


I will give Hirer‘i»!rs to my booksellet to send three of. 
the pamphl'-ts to Dr. Hales ; and one to your Ladyship, ‘to 

be left at Ladv . Adi shall n^t neglect to pray, 

that vt'u may enjoy the precious promise, recorded by that 
cl arming and most consolatory writer, the Prophet Isaiah* 
“ Then sbs.ll thy light break forth as the morning, and 
tliit e health shall spring forth speedilv : and thv righteous- 
ness shall go before ‘hee } »he glory of the LORD shall be 
thy re.rcward. Thou shalt call, and the LORD shall ans- 
\icr: trou sba't cry, and he shall say, here I am,” Isaiah 
Iviii b, 9. Mav all that is incloded in toese words, all 
that was merited by the Redeemer’s death, be the portioa 
of your L-idyship. And th s will amou' t to a' happiness* 
gi ater Ilian can be conceived j bur is that very happiness^ 
which IS most earnestly wished for your Ladyship* by 

My Lady, 

Your Ladyship’s most 

' Obligedj^and mo»t 

Obedient Servant* 

JAMES HERVEY# 



lETTERS Tft 


' LEi 'lEltXL. 


Weslon, Kov. 7 1759 ’ 


My Lady, 


Glad should r be, very fflad. If T could as ef- 

ifectually adminiater con-olation to vour mind, iinrl t ev^ry 
distress ; as I can absurdly prjin se the .11 xt i ivioliolj 
fidelity, in every affair, which you are pl-ase l t > com n 1- 
nicate, under the seal of secrecv.— However. I can a > olv 
to HIM, who spc.ke the te ’.oestunus ocean int' a calm ; 
arid is able to speak the troubled soul into f’anq iillit '. — 
1 create the fruit of the lips, saith the LORI); w uco 
shall be, peace, peace. Lai. Ivii. 1 9. The rcperiti m .f 
the word, I believe, denotes the certainty, the abj 1 i nice 
and the permanency of the peace ; whic 1 i> create i by 
GOD, ai d is the fruit of his word ; sp'ikeii bv the no.rh 
and coinmitted to the wri inj^s, of - his Pi opii ts a id A > si 
ties,— In all our disquietudes tiiercf.<re, niy h n Ted \I i. 
dam, let us seek, by assiduous application, t i rne scripures 
of truth } and by bumble prayer, t> the GebD t all gra^-e. 
Ihe forrher was Daviu’s 'esolul.on ; In the LORl)’> vori 
will 1 rejoice j in the LORD’s word will 1 c i.i» irt -.iie. 
Tne latter was Hainan's practice j when her adveisary 
provoked her sore, to make lier fret ; S le poured juc 
her complaint unto the LOuD, an i stiewed hiui of her 
trouble. Ai d the Burihen was removed from her spir.ts } 
her countenance was no mure sad. (1 Sam 1.) 

Methinks, 1 could al.nost w'ish, that, w..,itcver bufFet'rtigj 
ofsatan 1 myself may feel, your Ladyship might be expos, 
ied to ho. e of his fiery darts. But it can not, it must not. 
*£760 you, Mxdatn; must be exercised with’ trials. With. 


lAPT FRAlTCES'SHIItLST. 

m 



oii^f^pm, f!<l''(rpnce would fold her arms ; circumspection; 
w^'iild rioce her e\es ; and all our chcistian graces wouldi; 
]o?p thpif activity and vigour. To be immured always in, 
a wH'w room, where' no singie breath of air could 'reach 
us, r''u’d not be c’»nducive to the health of our bodies. To 
bp from t'in’s, nnd exemot fro n teni\otations, would be as 
lit* I p b- nr'fic’al to the state of the soul — Nevertheless, be 
ot go' d comfort, mv Lidv. You know, who has said ; 
irv grace is -ufficient f>r thee. A id it was the saying of 
a g' od man. a veteran in the spiritual welfare; Tiiose 
“ remoitatinus, which drive us to prayer, and mtike us 
“ ,m<'re attentive to the scriptures, can not ruin us ; wilji 
“ rl^ver hurt us ; nay will turn, in the issue, to oyr great 
“ advantage.” 

At such seasons, and by such disciplines, we are taught 
to know ourselves. Wh^e — at such an hour of infirmity 
and prevailing corruption~where is our lancied righteous* 
ness ? What figure does our own obedience make ? Alas'! 
it appears worthless, aud most despicably mean. Tnen 
how comfortable to reflect, that, though miserably defect 
tive in ourselves, we are complete in our divine Redeemer. 
— When we see our own righteousnesses, to be poor in* 
termitted scraps of duty ; to be, af the prophet speaks, no 
better than filthy rags; then how precious is JESUS 
ChRISr, under the character of the LORD our ri^te- 
ousness! then how reviving is such a text of scripture; 
GOD hath made him, who know no sin, to be sin tor us ; 
that we might be made the righteousness of GOD IN him 1 
2Cor. v.,2l. *, 

You do right. Madam, to overcoiae evil with good.— 
•This is a noble c nquest. May th*arm of the Almighty 
enabl ' you to gain many such victories I — You act alsj 
from the righ; principle. No consideration can so power, 
fu.l) incline us to f rgive,' as tiie bright hope, and cheating 
prospect of our own forgiven-, ss. Since GOD has remit, 
ted to us a uebt of ten ihous.>nd, thausancl talents; shalj 
.we not icaailv reuiit a few pence to our offending bre. 
thren ? it fs Si. Paul’s argiiineut, and a most engaging air 
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^I'lnent it 'S ; be ye.kind one to anofhei. tender-hearted, 
for^'ving one another even as G tG fir C tRJSP’s sake 
-H^TH f rgiven you. M v th«* soint of eternal gooine-is 
Confirm your Ladyship in this f lith ! giv* vou a ha »oy per- 
suasion, that all your sins are blotted out by the hi > id of 
the lamb } that, though there are and will be failings ia 
you, yet there is no condemnation fir you ! Tiis wll pro- 
mote and facdirate the exercise of every virtue ; just as a 
generous cnrdi^l exhilarates the spirits, invig iraies the 
l mbs,^and sheds its benign influence through the while 
frame. 

. You need not ask my prayers for vour Ltdyship^ I 
must extinguish the warmest e notions of iny soul, before f 
can cease to wish, and make supplication for. your p-^s? it 
comfort, and endless happiness And, blessed be 03^^, 
there is a great high.priest in heaven, whi ever lives to 
make intercession for you j and* not onlv makes iuterces. 
aion, but pleads all his^ meritorious ooedienee and deatu in 
'your beh ilf. lo nis care who careth for you witn tne 
tendercst and everiasung compassion, I commit your La- 
dyship } and beg leave to subscnoe myself 

• 

M Lady, ^ 

Your Ladysh'p’a 

Most obliged, and 


Most obedient Servant>] 
JAMES HERVEY^ 



Wesson, N<)v» it 17 

Mt Lady, 

I AM asbamed to plead haste, as ap excuse for 
negli^enre or brevity, when I have the honor of, wriU,. 
in? to your Ladysiip. But at present th^ case is una»^pi<j.> 
able} therefore, I hope,, the apologv w.ll be ad:pttte^» 
The truth is — Sunday is come, and I have not so. much as. 
thought upon a text May the un-erring spirit of CHitlSr 
direct my chbice, and enable me tightly to divide, 
word ( f truth 1 . ' \ 

I hope, before this time, the remarks on Lord 
have waited on your Ladyship, and been received with 
your usual candour. Tnere is one egregious blunder com- 
mitted by the Printer. Which, I fear, will make the pas. 
sage quite un-intelligible. Can you tell, how to under- 
stand the latter part of line 20 , page 67 ?— Wh — is plain. 
But -what else should be read with' these letters ? Many ' 
readers, 1 am apprehensive, will be at a loss to supply the 
connection. In those copies, which Were transmitted to 
me, I have altered it thus — Whose me-r-then the sense is 
clear. Thus it was in the original manuscript ; and I 
wish, your Ladyship woilld take the trouble, of writing it 
thus in your copy. And if you please to suggest the same 
h.int to i)t. H.ales, you would do me another favor. Whose . 
ipinistration to het royal Highness, aqd interviews with 
your Ladyship, i hope the God of heaven will m^xe ef.^ 
lectital to the forpteriMice of youc^ faith, and encrease of ; 
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' your }oy in the bless^ JESUS, To. whose render care, 
and everlasting love, I commit your Ladyship j and beg 
leave to protess myi^f. 


Your Ladyship’s most 


Obliged, and most 


Dutiful Servant, 

JAMES HERVEY4 


P. S. I had written a short letter to the Doctor, before, 
I wab favored with your Ladyship’s hint. And am glad 
my conduct was so happy as to correspond with your La*- 
dysliip’s advice. 


LD.1TER XL! I. 


fFeston, Nov. I6t n5t‘ 
Mt 

" fc "1 


Permit me to trouble you vyith another short 
scribble ; .in ordento beg pardon for a mistake, which, I 
'fihdf tias.beeri committed. Four setts of the remarks, I . 
^I^ifceive;, have been sent^o your Ladyship i at the sJaipe 
^jp^'Oo'ne was transmitted to Dr, Hales^ I have expUin*.. 
e^ Doefor the cause of this blunder j and £rom hunt,' 



tADT'.|tRAKCS# x ^10; 

I of vo'ir LiJyrhip to l&tisfy ybursRlf* and r'3ceire:^;;» 
excuse tor .ns. 

If your LidvsSip discerns any thinjVitrinrooer W tHe-ade'^ 
ditiuns, 1 iiave made } or if you hear -any censure pissed*'" 
upon any p»rt of the perfornuncc : let me entreit voi tj 
CO II riunicate them to the author. Thaf, in case anothef ' 
edition is reqjircd^ .^wpicli ray Ba ikeller raenti ins as no 
very iinpruoaOie affair)' some ^iuble corrections may be. . 
made. . 

<iive me leave to conclude with wishing, that the inesr 
timable vvord, wiiich vou have a .iraated me to vin licate* 
m..y dwell in your Lidyship richly. Dwell in your me, 
m -ry,; dwell in your atfeciions ^ dwell in yojr heart j aol. 
be i.idjential on all your conversatio ;. A greater happi** 
n 'ss 1 could not wish, for the most generous friend in the 
World ; tiierefore it is the happiness ^raost earne^tl/ vvisa^d 
for your Ladyship, by 

My Lady, 

Your Ladyship’s most 

Obliged, and moat; 

Obedient Servant, 

JAMES HERVLf; 





i^ITER'XUK. 


Weston Dec. S, n it* 

s . 

ISlY'XAEiV, 


May •I ask, how you have afcqufred fh'e ar^, of 
•cbn^rrlng roal favors, on the occasion ot i na^imry 
'W^flts M Hftle thouaht, that’the ambiguous teDres'‘ntari:m 
8f my Wtecpnfinenitfnt, would have 'br^iught ms un'ler-a 
fie%’ohllgatlOn>toyour Ladyship, -But indeed yrHjr kinti 
intention of procuring a great sum, to extricate, me f-'orn 
the difficulties, in which you supposed me to be inv >ivsd, 
has drawn a proportlonably large bill ppoh my warmest 
gratitude. 

I thank you, Madam, for what you intended, as well as 
what you have confened. Yet, if I know my own heart, 
1 should suffer much before I could prevail on myself to 
‘draw your Ladyship into such trouble. Should 1, to reme- 
dy the effects of my own misconduct, straiten, perplex, 
'and embarrass a generous noble friend ? Tne thought 
grieves me : the action itself would wound me. 

Yet, how often have I read, that, to make me rich, the 
LORD of all things had no where to lay his head, lo 
•dbtain joy and glaUhcss for me, the Prince of Peace wa.s 
sOrtowful, sorrowful even unto death. May yctur Lady, 
ship’s heart glow with gratitude, overflow with tnankfjL 
pess, on every remembrance of this adored and graciou$ 
"Redeemer. May 1 be smitten with remorse, and over, 
whelmed with shame, for my vile, vile ingratitude to so 
diyitiely compassionate a Saviour. And so much ihe mure 
1 am assured, of his readiness to forgive all my proyooa* 
%ttons, and to love me as freely as if Jl- tiad never odeudeiij 




LADT ' 


I am much obhgwil fo Ladyship for taking tho, 
trouble of transmitting the sentiments of your critical ac? 
qiiaintarce* If I hve to write, another letter, I will return 1 
my opinion wjth relation- to them— This is designedly 
short } to correspond with my weak state of health For 
I aril agtiin confined : though blessed be GOD, not ** in. 
durance vile.” 1 preached on Sjnday ; and, 1 bsliere, I; 
renewed my co'd ; so that this morning 1 have lost my. 
vt ice. Yet I thank the divine providence, that 1 have a 
band to write the woid of CHRIST, though my t-ingue 
is disabled for spe<>king of the pleasing subj.^ct, — What a 
dyirg life is'mine ! bvery blast pierces me, and every cold 
cnisi.es me. Blessed, for ever blessed be GOD ihroagh 
CHRIST, for a better life and h'ippier state intb*hea« 
vt-ns. >\'here we shall he lai.guid no more , afflicted no 
more ; and (O ! delightful consideration !). be ungrateful 
to the cJviiig JliSUS no more, sin against the ever-amiable 
CiOD no more. — May your LidyShip nave many foretastes 
ct tiiu bJissii.l state, here on earth { and, ' in clue tone, an 
ahuiit ant entrance into the fudiiess of its joy I- 'Permit m* 
tiiC pleasure and nouor of.suPs..riuiiug myself, 

>ly Lady, 

"Tour Isadyship's 

Most obliged, "a ' d 

Most obedient Serkaptf'^ 


UERVEXj 


LBTT*TJ«: to 



LETTER XLiV. 


Weston, December 8i, i752» 


My Lady, 


In try T nrom'S^d to lav before yoor Lo-Tv- 
sbip, wbat I apprehend to be a mote correct '••ense ot G'fi. 
ix .'iS. That which I h^ve st'ven, is, I thihlc, a t iiofl lu <f 
ed truth ; i$ deducible from the orig[inal words : and is o>^ 
without its patrons' B •' the sense, m which, ii!)')o m )re 
mature consideration,.! shoull chuse to understand t'le 
passage, is — cur,sed'is I lam, cursed is Canaan. Tb nr.guilt 
IS chargeable upon, themselv 'S alone. {They are the s de 
'authors cf their own sin, and the s >le causes of their owti 
ruin. Whereas, blessed be, or blessed is (not S te n pri nr- 
rily and principally) but the LORD GODofSne'm. — Who 
is the cause pf all the good, that exists in, or is perf irmed 
by, any of his people. He works In them b dh to will and 
(do, according to his good pleasure. Not unto them there, 
fore, hot unto them, but linto their GOO and Saviour be 
all the glory. 

Thus far 1 had written, when, an incident called me offj 
* and rendered it impossible for me to finish, soon enough 
fijr the last. post.— When I sat down to pen the pr.ceding, 
we were visited by a remarkable stranger. — One, who* has 
not- been seen in all these parts, for many months. 'Fair 
to .admiration. But, like all her sister'b-. aatiea, fading and 
extremely transient.— Pcrlfiips, your Ladyship may conjee, 
tiirej whom, or what 1 mean. 1 mean a flight of 'snow • 
whicj^j^li in the night •, and, during the space of. about 
half a^ay, covered pur fi'elds. 1 am pleased with, the ap. 
pearaooe of this fviidry guest ; becj|(«)se it givoi me a fine 
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j’Ht’a r.f (hat spotless purity, wKich, T tro^t, yoor Ladyship 
will derive, from the precious blood of CHRIST. 

How endetting are his words, and how inesttntable his 
prom’V I . * Come now, and let us ..reason 'together, saith' 
tlev LORi)., Tnough youf sins be- as scarlet, they shall be 
white as snow ; though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as- wool.” Isaiah i. 18., — How noble is the decla.. 
ration, and> how triumphant the fajth ^of David, speaking , 
upon the same subject 1 Thou shall; purge me with hyssop, 
and I shall be clean : thou shah wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow,-i-These passages must certainly refer 
to the blood of the everlasting covenant, without which 
there is no remissionii They cannot but relate to Ufat 
blood of the Lamb,, which taketh away the sins of the 
w’prld. And is not ih:s a proof of his real divinity? For 
if no man, no creature, can take away any sin : how great ' 
must HF, be, how i.nfinitely glorious, who .can take away ' 
all sins i so entirely take thena away, that not the least spot ■ 
or blemish shall remain. 

Since our LORD is very GOD ; the maker of all things, 
and upholder of the universe ; the king of angels, and 
judge of men ; no woiJlIer, such efficncy attends the sacri* 
fice of his death. No wonder, that his people, washed in 
his blood, and arrayed in his righteousness, should be found 
unblameable and unreprovable. The mountain snows .are 
not so w hite, the garden lilies are not so fair, the stars of 
heaven are not so bright, as those blessed happy souls, who 
have put on the LORD JESUS CHRIST.— What reason 
have we, Madam, vvhat abundant reason, to rejoicbin such 
a Saviour, and to make our boast of such a Saviour ] let us 
study his inconceivable dignity, and implore the influences . 
ot tb4t blessed spirit, whose office it is, to testify of chuist, 
and reveal him irr our hearts. 

1 should be much delighted' to join your honorable and 
devout assembly at the Countess Delits’s. Though debtr* 
red of this pleasure on earth, 1 hope to epjo3r it in heaven* 

In the mean linie, I must heartily pray, .that great power 
accoihpahy my dcur fritHll's preaching, and great grace be 
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>on all your s'-tils. That you mav he Rtedfft*!’ in faitht and 
'frrvent in spirit: and serving the LOitD^. adoiminip hi» 
^^ospej, and'reioicing in hope of his everla^ing' gl iry /- . ,■. 
.These blessings 1: take leave to wish f)r your Ladyship^ 
a» d my other {noble friends, at the preaching solemnity. 
T^ese.bles^ingRt ’if vouchsafed from ab{»ve, will make a 
fesHv^ in the heart : even that festival, which Ae pr »p!iet 
,sp beautifully describes, under the image ofi^h^gnidoent 
tidd sumptuous banquet. Isaiah xxv. o; 7, 8, 9'„ At this 
More than royal, banquet may you, Madam, have a dis* 
tinguished seat ; and may some crumbs from the table, frdl 
' fd. the share of, 

i ' ■ ■ ‘ 

My Lady, 


Tour X4idyshlp*b most 
Obliged^ and 
grateful humble Servant, 



JAME&HRRVEY. 


LADY FRAirCES UfIRLET. 


leitbr Axr. 


Weston, Jan» t3, 175*1 


Mr La>t^ 


Mv Brother, t dare sav, esteems it aw.lhonof 
and a DV*a«!H''e *^o*exec<ite vmr cth nn Is. An't-Arit apt 
t ' all.votir Ladyship’s conminds are of sticW a na. 

t'lr?. as to he b-ne'its, rather than tasks. Ther are calca- 
ht»d for the advantage of othe-s, more than for yo'ir own,' 
S -me'vhat like the precepts of our divine master, all whose 
prohbiri )ns import, do thvself no harm: and all hU in" 
junctions infiolv, p sssess th* highest g )0 I. 

'I hat awful stroke of sudd.en death, which yourphliging 
letter mentions, will, I hope, be blessed to yout Lidysliip’s 
spiritual improvement. Such alarming instances of human 
frailty, are, I think, one species of that wisdom, which 
crieth without, and uttereth her voice in the streets. Anl 
this is the purport; of the admonition ; take ye heed ; watch 
and pray : for ye know not, when the time Is. Caltivate 
a more incessant communion with GDD ; live, bv faith, 
on the merits of his dear son : cherish all the influences of 
his blessed spirit. Then will you not only not be in bon- 
dage through fear of death, but shall taste somewhat of 
heaven even upon earth. And when ,the moment ot dis- 
solution comes, you sha^j^ange your place, not your com- 
pany i you shall relinquim-your clay, but lose none of your 

joys* :: 

I have lately comforted-the heart pf a poor old saint and 
his infirm wiife, with part of your charitable donation. And 
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am going to order some relief,- to an antient w-idnw, and 
her affiicted daughter ; whose distresses, were I t^ rehte 
them, would pierce your heart with sorrow. A^d, I trust, 
it will give you equal joy fo reflect, thit the F ith'“r of 
Mercies is pleased to make use of your Ladyship’s instru- 
mentality, in administring comfort amidst such great tribu^ 
latinn. 

Uive me leave, before I conclude, to turn the declara- 
tion of a prince and an Apostle, into a prayer t/ryour 
Ladyship. May the blessing of him that is ready to parish 
come upon you ! May you cause the heart of mmy wi- 
^ws to sing for joy • And, in your own heart, have much 
of that kii’igdom or GOD which is not meat and drink, 
but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost ! 
——May I ask, when those papers first made their ap- 
pearance, which the worthy Doctor Hales so frequently 
mentioned: and for the publicatipn. of- which, if Ire- 
membet .right, the month of January was fixed m a let- 
ter to 


Aly Lady, 


Your Ladyship’s most 
Obliged, and 


grateful humble Servant, 
JAMES HFRVEY. 


KAbT PRANCES SHIRLEY 

LEi'rEilXLTI. 


Weston, February jB5,Fi7w3." 


My Lady, 


I AM really in suonense, T be^ of you to deter- 
mine, wbether I have done ri^ht qy wnpir. A fortnight, al» 
most a whole fortiiig'it, hare I been in possession, of your’ 
Ladyship’s I tter ; without any ackno.vledgnientj for the 
favour, fill this day.— ^Xhe truth is, I have been sadly in- 
disposed j la- guid and dispirited ; out of humour with ray* 
self, and displeased with my own tiioughts. And should 
I, in such a disagreeable habit, appear before your Lady- 
ship ? Should I present to my honorable triend, what w.n 
disgus ful even to myself?— As you shall decide this q les- 
tion, I will condemn or acquit the prisoner at the bar j 
and will continue or alter my practice accordingly. 

Methinks I see \i.m smile at us fanciful and hippisb 
folks. Smile, my Lady, and welcome. O.ily do not 
think me insensible of the honor of your corrospondeiicej 
nor altogether ungrateful for, the various instanees of your 
gcneiosity. Such a suspicion would afflict me, mure taaa 
a foggy day, of a louring sky. 

In a letter, which some time ago, I had the pleasure of 
writing to your Ladyship, tuere are t A'o passages, which 
may want some farther proof, qr some clearer explication, 

— The character of CtiRloi', 1 am Alpha and Omega, 
page 67, line 15,— I he remarks on the book of C tronieies, 
page 70. in the note, — Will you give me leave, Mtdtmj .| 
to illustrate the foimey, and to exemplify 'the latter ? lu 
both which, 1 hope, we shall ffnd manna, heavenly manh4, 
for the nourishment ofqur tkith i'and not be obliged to 
gather it, from the thorns oi coutroversy. 
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The cbaractiT of our LORD, makes a part of tfie reve- 
]atior. vouchsafed to St. John. Rev. i. 8. Tn which we 
are ertertairr d, we are struck, we are tran«porttd, with 
the prardest images that ever were conce’ved. and »he snb- 
Jimest descriptions that ever were, drawn. We mav ci*al. 
lerpe Hoiirer, challenge Pindar, and defy their most de- 
ro'ted adrrircis, to produce a parallel. — A parallel! No; 
The irr apery of the apostle, so somewhat like the person 
6f his IMMANUEL. Whose appearance- -not bis ven. 
gtar.ee, not his wrath, nor his frown — but his bare anpear- 
':arce, his insupportably splendid and glorious. Nothin" in 
' nature can vie with it. Nothing in nature can stand before 
' |t. From his face the earth and the heaven flee away, and 
there is found no place for them. Revel, xx. II. 

In this book, the images occur more frequently, and 
jthe color is more brilliant, than in any other, even, of the 
Wred compositions. It was intended to close the canoni. 
cal writings ; and is not unlike a capital of gems, on a 
-column of gold. Or, to speak mote properly, it cl ses them 
with a dignity, that must always be admired ; but will ne;* 
ver be equalled j perhaps never fully understood, til] we 
enter info that city, which hath no need of the sun, neither 
cf the moon to shine in it j for the gloiy of GOD doth 
lighten it, and the iamb is the light thereof. Revel, xxi. 
S?. ■ 

' ' 'fo a person of true taste, and free from prejudice, this, 
1 think, is no -inconsiderable argument for the divine origi* 
nal ct the work. Whence could an illiterate fisherman* 
• have been furnished with such inimitably noble ideas, but 
|tom the immediate influence ot heaven ? How could this 
' plain, artless, and un>impioved mind ^soar so high j so fiur 
above -all the flights of human genius; were it not upon 
the wings of inspiration f 

.4;,J|ow solemn and alarming is the introduction ! 1 was in 
jspirit on the LORp’s day, and hciUd behind me a gfeat 
; astf’f a Ifuiripet-’— It vyas' the LQRD’a day. -Ttie 
en..^hicb CHRIST* arose , and. conquered death, and 
' ^luipyiVid the grave* on which the HOLY 
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GHOST came down upon the apostles ; and made their 
understfmdings clear as the li^ht, and their tongues piercing 
as »t^e'fire.>' 'The day, on which all inferior business is disr 
continued, and every earthly care suspended ; in order to 
give, both a type, and ^ foretaste, of that everlasting rest, 
which remaineth for the people of GOD. 

He was in soirit. Not only wrapped in contemplation ; 
wrestling in prayer ; and his soul ascending in praise : 
which are spiritual exercises, and suited to the day : but 
under an extraordinary influence of the divine spirit This- 
illuminated his mind : this enlivened his imagination : and 
set before him the most magnificent scenes, that heaven 
and earth aftord. Even while he was confined amidst the 
barren sands, the naked rocks, and solitary atilds of P^t- 
mos,,.. Whither he was banished, for the word of GOD, 
and for the testimony of JESLTS CHRIST. Revel, i, 9. ■ 
In these solitary wilds, he hears behind him a great 
voice; as loud, and probably as melodious, as a trumpet. 
Which may remind your Ladyship, of those beautiiul and 
awakening lines in the Messiah^ 


Hark ! a glad voice, the lonely defert chears ; 
Prepare the way, A GOD, a GOD appears ! 
A GOD ! A GOD ! the vocal hills reply ; 
The rocks proclaim th’ approaching deity. 


It U indeed THE DEITY, who approaches. It is indeed 
HIS voice, that is heard. “ It is the voice, that spake at the 
beginning, and the world was made : the voice, that spake 
from Mount Sinai, and the center shook : that will speak 
at last, and time shall be no more. 

And what says this vvonderful voice ? The subject is like 
the speaker, greait and marvellous. I am ALPHA' and 
OMeGA ; the first and the. last; The true, the self-exis* 
tent, the eternal OODt Whicij is, and which was, and 
•which is to come* 10 foU high capacity, under this august 


lADT FRAKCH8 SHIRLBY. 


character, our LORD JESUS CHRIST i?' the efBcient 
cause, and the ultimate end of all things. 

.Consider hiin as Mediator, he is the source and the ceo? 
ter of all the ^ivjne dispensations : from whom they all 
proceedf and in wirhom they aP terminate.- — Bji'he is more 
'peculiarly the origin and foundation, of all those purp^se^ 
of redeeming love ; which were formed by the bjesse 1 and 
only potentate, before the mountains were brought forth^ 
or ever the earth and the world were made. Tuose par- 

i loses, which the LORO JEHCVAH formed, tos^ve an 
nnumerable multitude cf fallen sinful men ; briiiging 
fiem, from a state of ignorance, to the kiioarledge ot his 
adorable perfections ; and, from a state of wickedness, to 
a delightful communion witn his’ most luiy majesty.— 
'jVhich is the most distinguished honor, and the most con- 
summate happiness, that an arch angel can enjoy. Yet is 
intended J most heartily congratulate you on toe occasion) 
for you. Madam — and intended also (trow shall 1 admire? 
O ! hovy shtdl 1 sufficiently adimre, the exceeding ricnes of 
grace ?) for 


My Lady, 


YourLadyship’s most 

Obliged, and most 

Obedient Servant, 


JAME^HERVLY. 


lATJT FftAVcM SHIHLET. 



P. S’ ! hooe, voiir LaHvshid will take the ease into con.’*' 
sideratio!’', which is mentihRed at the bs^Vnnin*. rfow.’ 
ever I•^hall venhjre to trn-.ible you once more, ah d’ trans- 
mit *he M()uel of this little sketch, before I receive yoat 
decision; 


LETTER XLVII. 


Weston March 2t, 175S. 


Mt Lady, 


Permit me, without any ceremony, or the 
formality of a preface, to resume the subject of my former 
letter. 

Consider CHRIST as a Prophet, he is the first and last, 
thr S' le inspirer of every Prophet, and the final object o£ 
all prophecy, A Prophit like hloscs, says the sacred ora. 
cle : in this respect principally, that as Moses was supe- 
rior to all other Prophets} so CHRIST is greativ, in* 
comparably superior to Moses himself — Do Prophets speak 
of future e\ents, and of people yet unborn, with as much 
clearness ar.d certainty, as if the people were present, as if 
the events were past ? 1 hey do. Yet not they, but lh» 
8{;irit ot c MRlSr, which is with them, which is in them. 
He is truth itself. In him are hid. all the treasures of wis- 
dom and knowledge* None teacheth like him. 

Consider him as the High Priest of our profession ; both 
in uatUre and practice, he is holy, , harmless, and perfectly^ 
uhdefiled. in oignity of office, b« is higher than tne h(fa« 
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v<*ns. In the continuance of his ministration, he is a 
Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedek. His death 
is'the great, the all-atbning sacrifice, which taketh a vaf 
the sin of the world. It is the altar that sanctifies, the in* 
cense that perfumes, every other oblation. B/ this we 
have access with boldness, into the h'dy of h dies ; and by ■ 
this we trust to have an abundant entrance into the kin;;- 
dom of glory. 

Consider him as king, he is the first and the last. Da. 
vid’s sceptre, and Solomon’s ivory throne, are b it »ha lo vs 
of his sovereignty. Tiie kingdom of providence is his ; the 
Father hath committed alljudgme it unto hissn. — The 
kingdom r.f grace is his ; he is head over all things to tiie 
church. The kingdom of glory is his -, he is gone into 
heaven, angels, authorities, and powers’ being made subject 
unto him. His word is his scep*’re, and he rules in the 
hearts of his people . there he writes his laws, and there 
he subdues his enemies, even those lusts which war 
against the soul. 

He is the sum and substance of all the great things, 
which are written by Moses, the Prophets, and Apxtlis, 
He is that almighty word, whose fiat is recorded in Gene- 
sis, and by whom the worlds were made. He is that sun 
of righteousness, whose rising is foretold by Malachi, and 
whose beams have brought life and i nmortality to light.— 
He is that supreme judge, whose tribunal is erected in tne 
visions of John the divine, and at whose bar the dead both 
small and great are to be convened. 

In the duties of religion, in the graces of Christianity, in 
thecomfiorts and victories of the Christian, he is the FiRsr 
and LAST.— Would we exercise ourselves in the duty of 
prayer Our LOLD has declared. Whatsoever ye shall 
ask the Father in my name, he will give you. — Would we 
ofiTcr the spiritual sacrifice of praise ? 'The A|M6tle has set 
m an e^tiiple ; I thank my GOD through JESITS 
Isjoy a desirable state ? The same infallible 
says ! Rejoice in the LORD JESUS always : and 
I say. Rejoice in GOD your Sayiour. For, he .makes 
y^i’alwayl to triumph : through him you overcome sio, 
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Btid (feath, and Hfeli t ye are more than conquerprs tbroi^ 
him that loved you. 

In a word, CHRIST k ALL. — As all the fountains, the , 
rivers^ and the viouds, proceed from the sea. ^ i, all oqr 
S' Ivation, .our holiness, and our happiness, are fiunduits 
CHRIS' from the first gleam of hope, that dawns in the 
penitent b’^eakt, even to the rapturous song of thanksgiv> 
ing. which sounds from the gbrified believer’s to igue. 

Since then vie have a Redeemer, who is Ai.FRa and 
Omega, tl e beginning and the engine ; which was, and 
which i'’, and which is to rome; the ALMIGHTV : what 
can be a more reasonable inference, or a mote beneficial 
improvement of the doctrine, than his own encouraging 
exhortation, fear not?— Was he the last, but not the first, 
who would begin the good work in us, or set forward our 
etern >1 felicity ? Was he the fiist only, and not the last, we 
might be apprehensive, lest he should desert the good 
work, before it were accomplished. Bit as he is b )th tie 
first and the last, he will nut faint nor be discouraged, till 
he has fulblled all the good pl'*asure of his will, and the 
work of faith with power. He will sanctify his servants 
wholly i and preserve their whole spirit, s ml, and body, 
blameless, unto the day of his own glorious ap )eanng. 

Has ing such a king, what should we feir ? If he befir 
us, who can be against us^ He has bowels of co npassion 
to pity us, and the arm of o nnipotence to saccoar us — 
Ttiercfore let the children of Sion be joy fol in their kmg. 
Let them say boldly with ,tbe heroic apostle i 1 am per- 
suaded, that neither death, nor l.fe : nor aiig 1 j, nor pnn- 
cipaUues, nor powers ; nor things presen*, nor things ro 
come } nor height, noy dept^ i nor any other creature, s i ill 
be able to separate ns from hts love, or pluitk us fro n his 
hand, . • 

Uavine such a l^pliet, let us sit at his feet, with pmos 
Uaty, Let us exercise oiirselvesin his woid, day and 
«nlh ^ly David, And letiib wrth tae disciples of 

A 



J?TTg*9 TP 




old, wait for the teacliings of ,h s divine' spirit. He . can 
teach, not our, ears only, but our hearts. He ^can give'tis 
tail riches of the full assurance *oJ understanding. He caii 
•tSij our soiils, and fill the worjd, with heavenly wtsdonoiy as 
ftfae waters cover the sea. 

Hsving such a Priest, what may we not hope ■? If tf'e 
•idolatro^s'Micah could say,. Now. I know that the LORO 
, wilI.do me good, cecing I have a Leyite to my priest. 
Ju<ig. xvii. 13. How nnich more n?av we every one pro- 
'^ss ; now I Km assured, the LORD JEHON'Atl will do 
jne gt f d, «eeing we have a great HIGH-PRIKST, that is 
Jsasved ir. to the heavens, J,ESUS the son of GOD— We 
need rot wijih for thousands ot rams, or ten thousands of 
Tivt rs of ( il. His rea'h is a propitiation of drfiiiite cfHca. 
’ey ; ii fficict t to expiate all guilt ; sufficient to procure alt 
bltssings.— M c 1 ced aot wish for horses ot fire, and chaii. 
ots of lire. His ititercession is our defence against all the 
assaults of tensptation, and our preservative amidst all the 
■ dangers of .apostacy. 

If, in all the preceding instances, JESUS CHRIST is 
firsthand the last, should he not be so likewise— in our es- 
teem ? Should we not account all things but loss, f>r the 
> excellency of the knowledge of CHRIST JEoUS «ur 
LORD ?— -In our desires i Should not this be the language 
of our hearts? 'W bom have 1 io heaven bur .Thee? And 
there ii none upon eaith, that 1 desire in comparison of 
Thee ? — In our glorying^? Ought not this to be our iuna'I- 
terable resolution, GOD forbid that 1 should glory, save in 
^e cross of our LQHD JE6US CUiUST ?--ln our aipis ? 
"l^hether we eat dr driiitt, or whatever we do, should we 
not do. all to the glory ot GpD bur Saviour oiir life 
afijjd death i !I halt' whether We livej, we ta&f. live unto the 
;^ORP }. Or vrbether we die; we may die, uhfojhe. LORD : 
«o th<if;Rviog or dying, we may be, the tiORP’s. 

Madam, you wiU toot; Riink it , litrangg, ghat 
' il the constant topic, both of my tongue, ^and 

\ou will not censure it, asepedahtie practice, that, 

ail the letters, .which X>>lieyc the honor of wruing to yout 
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LETTER XLVIIf. 


Weston April 1, 17$$» 


Mt Lady, 


Give me leave to '’tliank yon, for your very 
obliging inquiry after my health. I can give nov.^ry agree- 
able account of it. As you will ’easily conjecture, when I 
wish, that vour La'^yship’s may be the very reverie of 
mine. — Howt ver, I desire to bless G3D, that I a ii not 
Tacked with pain ; that I am enabled, in any sort, to preach 
and tea'^h JESUS CHRIS T ; and that, ere long, this cor- 
ruptible will put on incorruptton, and this mortal ^ will put 
on immortality. Then shall be brought to pass,' in its fuU 
lest extent, the saving that is written : they that wait upon 
the LORD shall renew their strength. They shall mount 
np wiih r.'ingS'li~c the sag!?. They shall walk, and not 
ce weary, they shall run, and not faint* 

The scarcity of religious acquaintance, I believe, is a 
general complaint. For my part, lean find very few 
among the wealthy or fashionable, who delight in edifying 
-Conversation, Therefoic, they are. seldom troublsd with 
my Ck-ropany, and as seldom vouchsafe to ysiit roe.- -How 
gtad should 1 have been, had providence so ordered my* 
situation, to have waited on your Ladyship, and -talked of 
the Lord, who was a servant for'us^the judge who was 
condemned for u^ — the king, who died for us !— fio» though 
vwe oannOt talk of him, we may speak to him, by prayer *} 
and he will speak to us, 'by bis word. And never roan 
spake like him. He giveth . goodly words. The law of 
kiritiuess is on his lips. Honey and milk ,are under his 
toi.guc. He Speaks, that we may have joy j that our joy 
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Ifff 

mav abif^e ; that our jov may be O • that his 
mav dwell in us richly I 

What you say of some persons, brings to my mind thaft 
afl'ecting and tender, expostulation of our blessed LOR O ; 
Will you also go away ?— May the wise and noble answer 
of the disciples be the invariable language of our hearts ! 
I.ORD, to whom shall we go ? Thou hast the words of 
eternal life. Eternal life is our only happiness. If we fall 
short of this, we are of all creatures most miserable. And 
in thee, blessed JESUS, in thee alone this Inestimable por- 
tion is to be found. I'hy heavenly doctrine has brought it 
to light. Toy death and obedience have purchased it for 
poor sinnets. Thy -spirit makes meet tor this blisfal inhe- 
ritance. A d thy promise, thy inviolable promise, has as- 
certained it to our enjoyment. 

I have tiut seen my dear friend Whitefield j but shall es- 
tetm it a privilege and a delight, to receive hitn under my 
root. — 1 havi just got a sight of the book you mention.— 
The author, I tind, makes ev^ry Incident, related in scrip- 
ture, some way or other signilicative.of CHRIST. Nay, 
every name, whether of persons or of places, is, according 
to his interpretation, pregnant with some evangelical doc- 
trine, His method is very ingenious ; to the pious mind, 
which loves the LORD JESUS CHRIST, it must ba 
pleas ng and iiisiructive ; but whether it be the real mean- 
ing ot ilie holy spirit, or whether it will approve itself to 
the judgiiKUt of those, who are of quick understanding in 
the fear ut me LORD, 1 am at a loss to determine. Ho.v- 
evci 1 lejm.c to see so much learning captivated ,to.th$ 
obtuieuee ot taith : freely ovvning, tnat .man is nothings 
human attaioiiK ius are iiptia.ig j but Chrht and bis righf,. 
tcousness LItrut and his grace' are ALL in ALE> 

^out !Lao>siiip will now give me a dis nissiop.prrlt p. 
Sunaay morning. 1 must prepare for , my people’s pdifioap 
tlon, 'Irhougii 1 du not ohen opuse a te*t from dhe C.in]|ir 
cbs.fyei l:am much inclined to .preacbon that .-chariniqjf 
.passage i •* Vt no |» mis tiiat coineth up put nf the Wjjldaii,. 
newgMtswihg upwt ttcf bs4«ved ?” >Wbih; Ji> 
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fless, discourse upon if; may you, Miidam. contemplaU it t 
and hold on, in this comfortable happv course, till you pass, 
the wilderness <-f this ’.vorl'l, into the heavenly Cana- 
an, and the paradise of GOD ! — I here, 1 hope, will be the 

|)iesent conversation, and there the final' abode of 

\ 

Your Ladyship’s 

Most obliged, and 

Most obedient Servant, 
JAMES HERVEY. 


LETTER XLIX. 


fTeston, April f, i73$» 


Mt Ladt, 


You will have a beggar at your door, or rather 
a beggar in 'your baud. And I must honestlv own, he is 
so proud a begsar, that if he could do without your alms, 
or supply^himself elsewhere, your Ladyship had not been 
. trbtjA>lf4^i('vi.th this appi cation —After «uch a confession, 
can open your hand, and gratify hU request? — You 
can am persuaded, you can. And may your charity be 
so strongrand exalted, as to triumph over many such, yea 
.‘an^ greater trials 1 — What would this troublesome and ira- 
^Ipqftanate man have ? Dees he want silver and gold ? Or, 
'<i|^ 3 fUild be be spoken for to the kiiig,^ or . to the captim of 
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If 

t^e ho?t ? 2 Kings iv. lS.--*No, Madam. Of the 'forni<jr^1 
blessed be, the divine providence,' he has enough, and 
spare. As to the latter, he ans we rs with the Shunatnift^. 
I. dwell among mine own people i perfectly content witfe 
my .station, ahd without a !single wish for a higher. BuV 
if your Ladyship would be so good, as to procure ,for hiirfjj 
and transmit to hi.n, a few franks ; , you will very much 
oblige him, and put it into his power to oblige some of hia 
distant correspondents. 

Beggars, I know, ought not to be tedious. I will there*^ 
fore take care to avoid this offensive circumstance. Only 
let me wish, that vou, M^idam, who are so ready to assist 
others, may hate the GOD of .fesurun, who rideth Upon 
the heavens; for yoijr help, and in his excellency on the 
sky. — That you, who are so w lling to relieve the necessi* 
ties of ethers, may have for vour own portion the unsearch- 
able riches of CHRIS 1', May have 'all those inestimable 
blessings and glorious privileges* which were purchased for 
you, by the blood of ///.I/, whom Angels adore — by the 
blood of HIM, who upnoldetn all things — by the blood of 
HIM, who will judge the world. — Then, Ma lain, you 
\\ ill have a portion, too great for words to express: but 
riot too great for him, most sincerely and ardently to wish, 
who ventures to beg one mure favour, the favour and ho» 
nor of subscribing himself. 

Your Ladyship's most 

Obliged, and most 
Dutiful Servant, 


JAMES HERVEYw 
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Weston, April 21, 175S, 

Mt Last, 

Shali. 1 be forwaH to m^»Tce mv req>ies»s. but 
backward to make my acknowIeHjje uents ? Y )ur fav >ur, 
aft speedily granted, and in, so oH'iii'ns: a mnr.uer, wonld 
render-my silence 'nexcusable. Let me exp'e's mv g^at’- 
tude, by wish ng you the accomplishment of that promi.se t 
It shall come to pas^; that before they call, I will answ.*r; 
and while they are yet speaking, I will hear. Isaiah Ixv. 
44. 

’ 1 hope, this will find your Lady«hip freed from that trou- 

blesome disorder, the head -ach. The disord.T is trouhh- 
aome, but it comes on a kind errand. Its ministry may 
be somcM hat importunate, but its message is gracious, {t 
says to your affections, “ Arise, and depart, for here is not 
*« your ri’st. '1 here is a land, where the inhabitants shall 
« no more say, 1 am sick. A land, in which is the fulness 
of joys, and pleasures for evermore. There your true 
*• happiness is ; there let your heart be also.” 

Yesterday, 1 donbt not, you was thinking of HIM, who, 
loved us ; and washed, us tfora our sins, in his own olood. 
Did you not follow him *6 Gethsemane, aftd yiew.him in 
that memorable garden ? He is exposed to the chilling 
dfEPps of the night ; he is prostrate upon the cold groun.1 : 
vet he sweats~ sweats profusely, — sweats great drops— 

. great drp^ of. blood, falling down upon the earth.— Did 
yipa nof’fA^ur LORO, with wonder and sorrow j wh'efe- 
tne art.ilhou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like 
Hin treadeth in the wine-fat f Isai. Ixiii. S. And was 
trot ^'the graciotts answer ? 1 am J>rostfate upon the 
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; I’m! thou, binder, m'>vest be exalte i to thehesw 
* ver of bpqvpns. Mv jjarments are red, and rtiv bniv 
*• •••ppoc blood ; that thon mavest walk 'n white robes, and 
ifj f»voiir o^COD for ever.” 

phi vou not behold him tied to the nost. without friend 
t' '’.It” him, or eve to comp issionate him ? VVhile the nier- 
c 1 «■■■ executioners ply the scoiirjje ; redouble their strokes j 
JO f ' li»m again and again ; and cut gashes in hi? fle^h, 
pl-, <•! '■ furrows, which the plough tears in the fieU. Paal. 
C.Xv\' S. 

.A' thf 11 (jh the scourge had not fetched blood enough. 
f' >■' his back and sides, they crown him with thorn.!.;-. 
A' bat a mockery was this ! what a torment! and ho v d;d 
1 is bles'^ed head ach ! — I hey crush the thorns int > his tem- 
ples ; fl ey beat them down with the cane; they drive 
them (le* p into his flesh, and na 1 them in his very scull. 
i) ! what a shower of blood must rain upon his f.ice and. 
his neck ! 

y\ 1 tl'is does not satisfy the barbarity of the Jews, nor 
SI ffii ientlv express the goodness of our LOi^.lX Hi will 
g ve us stdl greater proofs of his love, and yet stronger as- 
surances ot a ( ouipk te atonement. — Tney nail him to the 
cross. They pierce' his hands and his feet. T ley ham ner 
the dreadful iron, thiough his racked sine ws, a id convul- 
sed nerves. On these dreadful nails his body hangs : not 
fur a few minutes onlv, which would occasion pain ir,-.; >, 1 - 
ctivable ; but for several tedious, dis nal hours, Idnrnig 
all which time, the weight of his hotly wreathing n itii tor- 
tuie must widen the wounds; must encrease the artguioh ; 
and keep the crimson streams incess-uiily flowitig. 

Are there not wounds and bruises more than enough al- 
ready ? Ili.s skin is rent wiih whips: his head is manglil 
with thcins : his hands ani' feet are Ciett with nails : tuere 
is no whole part in his body. Alter ail tiiesc sutferings, 
must he receive another wound ? Must liis iieart, tiis very 
^art be stabbed^ — Yes, Madam, tor your sms and mine. 


X* 
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tPTbanre, exempt fmm every molestation.— 

Ibwe dwturbancp® b". if t*’ey wAn us from 'he world,’ and' 
drive us to our GOD. Of whom it is sa’d, thou shalt hid^ 
tbem privilv by thine own .presen "'• fro-p the'orovokin? of 
all,mep : thou shalt keep them secretly in thy tabernscltf' ' 
from the strife of torgues. . ' , 

M’hen we' enter into the worM, mteTl^Vs, we launch 
irto a troubled sea. When we ret re in'o the clnset, and . 
exercise ourselves in GOD’s word, we find a quiet haveti. 

— I hope, this, and indeed every, occurrence, wdll endeatf 
tie Bible to ycur Ladyship ; will attach', more and m')rb 
iriseparai.ly, both your affectioricand your att*'ntion to the 
scriptures. They are sources of 'peace, as .well as oracles 
pf truth.— Let me speak my own sentiments, and address 
|n> hrnored friend, in the language cf that incoinparanle 
book, 1 would recommend. Bind it continually upon thine 
• heart, and tie it about thy neck. When thou w.ilkest, it 
shall lead thee , when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee i 
and when thou awakest, it ;>hatl talk with thee. 

I his, 1 presume, wiH find you in your rural recess. Peh- 
mit me to congratulate you on t|ie occasion ; and to wislt\ 
you much cf ihe divine presence, while you contemplate 
the divine works. In the magnificent lamp of day, you 
>vill see a shadt^w of that Sun ot Righteousness; who ' 
arises, on a lost world, with healing under his wings. — la 
the boundless extent ot the skies, )uu will behold some* 
what like a h tle pattern of that everlasting mercy ; which 
pardontth ii iquit), and passeth by the transgression of the 
rtini aiit cf his heritage, — '['he copious; the majestic, the 
never-ceasing How ot the IK. igl<bourii<g river, will remind 
ycu ot hat in-i xhaustible fulness, which dwells in our 
adoteo KepErM it: wiil prompt you to thirst afteif^^those 
living w<ii.crs,' ot which whosoever ''drinks, Siiail thirst no 
more , but tney shah be in him a well ol waters, springing 
up to eternal life : wiil encourage you to- expe..i the ac.^ . 
ccmplishn.ent of (hat precioers piofnise, T me LJRDWo 
keep It : 1 wiU water it every niomeni : kst any Jhurt it, 

1' Wifi k^p it night and day. Water it icyefy momeatl 
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how benign and gracious is that expression ! ho v n-r' -■ *■- 
ly w eU suited to our urgent and incessant necCisiM’;.! — • 
liour command, with relation to the affair, communicate I 
in >our last, shall be punctually obeyed. — I am np>v g oi 
to set out fiT No thampton. Wnere I am to preactth* 
visitation sermon I know not how I shall speak, so as to 
be heard, in that verv large and lofty church. May the 
LOht) GOD omnipotent make hts strength perfect, in my 
extreme v\eakne.-s ! tny text is (what, I dare b.'liev'e, is a 
favourite portion of scripture with your Ladyship) GOO 
forbid, that I should glory, save in the cross of our LO,{.D 
JESU.a CHRiSr. O! for the eloquence of an Apollos, 
and the tcrvour (if a boanerges, to treat worthily of such a 
Subject, 1 am quite ashamed of my poor, jtjune, spiritless 
couipusition. And i am no less ashamed of my unbelief: 
that 1 dare not trust GOD for utterance ^ ' but, before an 
au' lienee that is critical forsooth, must use my notes. Ah 1 
'Madam, ste my luoiishness and vouchsafe your pity. And 
as )ou sometimes condescend to honor me with a letter, 
someiiiue be pleased to remember in your prayers 

» My Lady, 

Your,Lady sh ip’s’m ost 

Obliged, and mest 

Obedient Servant, 


; JAMES HERVLY. 
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LEITER LII. 


Weston May 24, 175J. 


My Lady, 


How much f am obliged to you, not only for 
c^mplyijng with my late request, but tor making the en- 
quiry ii! your own person, and so speedily favouring me 
with an artswer ! Indeed, mv Lady, I am deeply sensible 
of y ur C'-ndescenslou and kindness. O ! that your re- 
ward mav be from the LORD, and your recompence f'Otu 
your GOD ! Th -t you may find his ear ever open to your 
pravers i and his hand ever stretched out, to uphold, to 
jm tect, to multiply blessings upon you. 

I have order d my bookseller to transmit seven of the 
Sirrarns to Dr. I Lies, ace >rding to his direction. One 
fi r each of his royal patrons ; and one, f hoo-, he will 
pita^e to accept r.iuis If. May toe LORD JESUS 
ClIKlSr sanctity (fir to him notning is impoisible) ^ch 
a slight (li 'Course, to their ed ficauviti and conifirt* 

M V bookseller lias orders to lodge a packet at Lady 
— — — .’s •.;ir. cied to your Ladyship ; which will contain 
fiu(. 1 A(j you wdl permit me to present to your Lady- 
ship ; and to beg tue tav -ur of you to send the other, one 
t • Lao> Cois erneld, toe other to toe Cauntess of Debts, 
Ai d niH* the ILiiier of all mercies send his heavenly bles- 
iihg v^ itn all. 

1 lu'.ve been thinking- S'uould one of these royal person- 
v'lto j crhtips, may honor my uiscoursc witii a perusal, 
t') call at my house, or make me a transient visit ; 
J si.Ooivt be a lotnshcJ at me tavour— S.ioulJ one ot them 
suuajit to pv/Vcitj, or go iiuo voluntary cAile, to do me 
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good; r should be lf«t m wonder. It would create a 
painful del'ghr — But, s''ouJd any of them o )en their * 0 - 
aom to the swoi^or tinije th* ave with their blood, in or- 
der to save me from ruin 1 My h-art can hir ilv bear thfe 
thought. Suiely, 1 should much rather bid death weLoms 
than obtain life at such a price — Yit, my honored Ma- 
dam, did I'ot HE, who is the prince of the Icings of the 
earth, , leav^ his celestial throne for aie ? Did liC 
not stoop to the lowest humiliation, and had he where .to 
lay his head tor me ? as he not willing, nay, desirous to 
die, like the vilest slave, and in the s^v^rest tormmt for 
me ? 'these are his words ; “ I have a baptism to be bap-- 
tjsed withal ; and how I api straitened, till it be^iccom* 
plished'" Belonged (all gracious, ever b'es^eJ Being !) 
He longed for the hour, when he should give us this a naz- 
lag demonstration of his love. When he should spealc it; 
in dying pangs ; and write it in his heart's blood, lie 
hung in agonies on the cursed tree ; yyill with-hold fro.n . 
you no nianner of thing that, is good ; i^i.d will never ieavd 
you nor forsake y.ou» till he bring you to hij own bnsful 
presence, ana h'eavenjy kingdom. 1 beg leave to profess 
mysci.f ' , 


My Lady, 

Your_ Ladyship’s most 

CH>lig«d, and most 
Dutiful Servant, 

JAME^HERVEYi 
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fresion,June''i2, 1751. 

Mt Laby, 


1 AM sorry to hear, that yon have not been per- 
fectly well. Mi»ht mv wi shes prevail, you should have 
nf' more comolaiots of this kind. — B it p^rhios it may be 
exoed ent for us, to be visited with some affl etion. It'* 
may tend 'o wr an our affections from a vah of tears ; and 
raise and fixfithem there, where true joys are to be found* 
—In those mansions, which CHRIST is going to prepare ; 
in those alone, complete happiness and consummate righ 
teou>ness dwell. Every languor that oppresses us, every 
pain4hat chastiserh us, is a frien tiv monitor. It tells us, 
that we are strangers and pilgrims below. It bids us loplc 
upon the heavenly habitations, as our home j a'id never 
think ourselves thoroughly happy, till we are absent from 
the body, and present with the LORD — May the disor 
ders, which I daily feel, have this desirable effect on my 
heart ! May your Ladyship receive the admonition much 
seid omer, and improve it much better. 

• You give me pleasure, by informing me, that my mean 
presentiand superficial serihon, met with acceptance.'— 
Dr. Hales is very obliging* Surely, candour, condescen-^ 
sion, ana benevolence make up his soul. 1 cannot wish 
him a greater good, than an advance in this excellent tetn-* 
per, and an encrease of every spiritual blessing. Lady 
Cttester6eld does me an h^nor ; and I of her and the 
Countes» Debts to accept my grateful tmlcnowledgments^ 
May they and your Ladyship enjoy the privileges mention* 
ea in the discouric f Xhen^ though ^the onehe very mehoj, 



LRTyEHS TO 


fS^ 


and very small ; the < ther wil' be* exceeding ?reaf, ine t'- 
mably precious, and just as I wish for my hon'>rable 
frie d. 

But why, my honored Madam, wbv should vou nit en*- 
' joy tiic rest voij de>^ii*^ ?_ Pfjg gv t blessed and ev.rr c ) n- 
passionate JESUS, invites you to come to him ; and or i- 
inise, that be will give uiu rest. And he is taitntul that 
promises.^ Heaven and earth may passawra., b it one i ta 
or tittle of his word shall luit fail — I'hi^ is we have praved 
tor many years, in the devotions of the church : “ Tnat we 
may pass our time in rest a d q.jiemoss in a boiv tran- 
quillity of mind, sw'eetencd wit i inward peace, an 1 brig i- 
tened wiith heavenly hope. And let us not douot, hut the 
gracious GOO does hear, and will hear our pra.vers, thro’ 
the great atonement, and intercession of his dear s in 
Our church, teaching u» to pray for that oeace of consci» 
ence, which the world cannot give, adds; “ Tiiat oir 
« hearts may be set to obey thy c immandments.” Very 
justly intiniutmg, that spiritual peace is a most effectu il 
promoter of holiness ; and one ot the best preservatives 
from the allurements ot vanity, and ihe temntation: to evil 
I hope, therefore, that the all-oountiful GOD, who lutli 
pleasure in the prbsperiiy of his servants, wi l give you all 
joy and peace in believing. It is the supplication ot an 
apostle, which 1 have adopted for your Ladpship. You 
will please to observe the expression ; how full it’ii and 
how rich. Pcace—and not only peace, but jov— and not 
only some, but ail peace and joy. Let me beg of vou not 
to forget the direction, or the way wherein these "mercies 
are to be obiaii.ed — in BhUfeviNo. May the father of 
compassions, and the GOD ot ail comfort, enable you tru- 
ly to believe ; and you will experience t.iac peace, which 
passeth all understanding. Enable you truly to believe— 
tbat your sms, intirmitics. and tollies, have all been punish- 
ed in your divine jKedtemer — tiiat his perfect obedience 

^wasting righteousness, rencier {you acceptaule and 
C(^p»te bclore oOD — that he intercedes for )ou at his 
^ lather’s right baud, that y^u may be partaker ,of the Hot v 



tABT FRAKCM SWIRLT^T 




Crf'is' the CoMPORTEt ; mav be keot from evil, the evil 
which is in your heart, and which is in rhe w>rl l j that 
y'Mi mav bj: made faithful uotn death, and i h^rit a cr3wn 
c life — Phis faith is a source, is the only source, of sub- 
stiiiiMal and lasting consolation. 

B it wh it are the obstacles, and who are the enemies, 
of v'lur repose? Tell them. Madam, I send them a chil- 
Je.'ge. Employ me in your seivice. If they dare give ms 
tiK* meeting, 1 question not but I shall give a propjr ac- 
count of them to your Ladyship. — Perhaps, you wonder, 
that so puny a creature should pretend to act the hero ; 
and m-iv be afraid to trust your interests, in so feeble a 
hand — Fear not, my good Ma la n. My hand i» feeble, 
I confess. Bjt I have a sword ot heavenly te nper ; p) w- 
erful and resistless. Whicn shall put them all to llig it, or 
lay them dead at your feet. 

Shall I beg the favour of a few more franks? And run 
more and more in debt to your generosity ? lill L become 
more tnan i can well express. 

My Lady* 

♦ 

Your Ladyship’s most 

Obliged, and most 

Dutilui Servant, 


JAMES HERVEYi 
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LETTER UV. 


\ 

Weston June SO, 175$. 


iMv Lady, 


1 BELIEVE, T b'^pe at I(*ast, y«u have tb'^ii^h 
mv professions of respect, jjratitude, and dutv,. to be very 
.sincere. But you never apprehended, till the receipt of 
my l.ist letter, that 1 had zeal and courage ei )Ugh. to fight 
a duel for your Ladyship. But I dare stand to mv chaU 
Jenge ; and undertake to encounter not one o dv, hut all 
the enemies ot your tranquillity* For HE, whose w.jr I is 
quick and powerful, and sharper than a two-e.lgeJ sword, 
hath said, g'’eat shall be the peace of thy children. 

But what must I say, for having the hono'" of vou' letter, 
and the favour of your franks, somewhat more th .ii a week, 
and not making my acknowledgements all this while . 
Indeed I know not what to >av. 1 am ashamed of myself. 
And I will tell )OU the very truth, th.at I may be ash^ ned 
of n yself more and more. — 1 have often intended to write. 
Yet when I came to set pen to paper, I knew not what to 
indite. My thoughts v\ ere all lucked up. They sympa- 
thized w ittr external nature. As there was a drought ap>n 
the earth, so the springs of invention (If ever I had any) 
were drained. — And now 1 am very unfit to converse with 
your Ladyship. 1 am out of humour and angiy. Angry 
at my sc It, for giving you reason to suspect my sense of 
your kiiKiuesses : and angry with my servant, whom I 
have sent abroad, with orders to be at home in due time, 
and get my norse ready for an airing. And though 1 have 
givv ti hi :, leave to take'hi^ pleasure twice this week al 
iCbU)} he thinks proper ^to indulge the third tune ; and 
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sta' s much longer than he need, much longer than he 

ought. 

You Sf»e Madam, how weak, how despicable, how de- 
praved I am : and will learn from hence, not to think of 
)( ur poor correspondent, more highly than you ought to 
think. — May I see from hence, how unspeakably I need a 
better righteousness than my own ! alas ! how flimsy at 
tl-.e best, how tattered at the worst, is the ci athing of 'uy 
own attair.ments, mv own performances ! T.ie LORD 
made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin ; tnat we 
mig'i* be made the righteousness of GOD in htm. 

I hope, this everlasting and glorious righteousness of our 
divine Redeemer will be precioui, exceedingly precious to 
your Ladyship. May you have the clearest appreiieiisi oiis 
cf it, and an establisned interest in it ! may this be your 
supf o’t, this your consolation, undir all the failings of the 
present st te : till the shadows of imperfection and moru- 
lit) flee away and the day of immortality and glory 
dawns. — Permit me, Madam, though with much cotifasi- 
on, )et with the deepest esteem, to subscribe myself, 

I 

My Lady,] 

Your’Ladyship^s most 

Obliged, and most 

Obedient Servant, 


JAMES HERVEY. 






ItTTBRa T* 


LEITER^LV. 


Westout Sep. 17S9. 


My La>y, 


I FUT.LY intrnded'to sieze the v<*rv first op» 
■porturity of acknowledging the honor of your last : b-it 
hrvc been obliged, bv successive interruption, to pos^p >ne 
t! is satisfaction, till the present moment. — I beg of your 
Ladyship never to mention the word for'^ive, as it stands 
c> nnecied in your letter. Expect nothing from me, but 
tl e re epect, which I owe to your dignity^ and the gra;i- 
tlid<'. which 1 owe for youc favors 

Mr. » " ■ ■ ■ I seldom see. We rarely meet, but our 
sentiments clash, and some sparing blows intervene. This 
does not indeed alienate our alFections, or destroy our 
friendship ; but it renders our interviews less pleasing, 
and less improving* — He is inseparably attached to his 
mystic writers, and not a little zealous to propogate their 
peculiarities. He can hardly forbear obtruding them, on 
every occadon, and in every company. Which, to my 
certain knowledge, has fTrejudiced some, disgusted others, 
and startled more. — Whereas, when he does not soar in 
those super-celestial heights, but condescends to talk on a 
level with the apjirehensions of common Christians j none 
is more acceptable, none more useful. 

St e, Xl^dam, what need we have, to seek for wisdom 
from above ! That the blessed GOU may guide us with 
hi:> counsel, and enable us to behave ourselves in all our 
ways. A point of such great importance, that it is men- 
tionea, and by the huly^ .spirit of GOD, no less than four 
times m one^chaprer, concerning David. 1 Sam. xviii. 

1 1 , 1 5, 3U. Dues uot your Ladyship often temember, and 
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as rftep plead in humble prayer, such promises as those, 
P^al. xxxii. 2. Isai. Iviii. H. 

1 have no thought of seeing London. Though to en* 
jry w'ur Ladyship's company, would be a very great in- 
cucement. My frequent infirmities are a chain, which, 
c r fines me to the spot, where I am se»t'c 1. When you 
ca-t voiir eye upon an aged tree, s^y “ Tiar is a picture of 
Uerxey.” Where the one, and where the other is fixed, 
there they must continue. Only with this diflFere''ce, that 
the la'ttr hopes, ere long, to be transplanted into the 
c* urts of the living GOiX There, 1 trust to meet your 
L.idyship, and see you walking among the angels of light ; 
or hitting on a throne of glory ; or pr >strate at those f..*et, 
wl iih were pierced witn irons, and nailed to the cursed 
tree, lor your salvatrm. i nis perhaps, when we see clears 
ly li e lengths and breadths, the heights and depths of our 
aoored Renee.in r's love, will be e.>teemcd the most desir* 
able posture, anti tnc most delightful cmpl.jy, 

1 ill 1 am a niitied to this honor, L shall always be am* 
bilious to pio.ess aiyseif. 

Your Ladyship’s 

Most obliged, and 

Most obedient Servant, 
JAM£S HiiRVEY, 


IT^TTRIW TO * 


4 *^ 


LEl TER LVr. 


WeslorifNov. 15, i 7 j 3. 


Mr Lady, 


I HAVE neither read nor written a sin»I» line, 
since I had the pleasure ot perusing your le\"er Enter 
tainment and buMr.eis must b )th sta id aside, whib f nay 
hiy grateful acknowledgments to vo ir Lidvshi;). — Y m 
are pleased to ask, “ If I am angry ?” And vou vvil! g;ve 
me leave to answer without teremonv ; " That I a n m- 
gry : very angry.” — Can you bear such language, such a 
replv, from a person so highly obliged t > your g-'iT^r ts'tv ? 
— Yes, Madam ; you will not onlv bear it, hat appr )/e- 
it, when 1 farther declare, that all my anger tall> upon 
myself. 

My silence, I must own, seems sullen and disresoectful. 
And tor this I am angry, at this I am grieved, th it 1 s i > il.l 
so much as setm wanting in my duty t) a valuihle a.il 
honored friend. Bat my co iduct up m eifi ni iiti ) i, miy 
perhaps put on a ditferent aspect, an I appear deeeata.il 
becoming. I have been very d! ; indeed, M ida n, I nave; 
nt/twithsianding what the winc-merch mt sa>s : whosesp'- 
rits, I suppose, are like the com iiodiry he deals in, m ti- 
tling and florid ; and who will not adiv me to be indis- 
posed, unless 1 keep my chamber, or send for the doct ir. 
But my constitution has been droopi ig, and my spirits 
upon the ebb. I have been ashamed of myself, and dUsa- 
tisflrd with my own thoughts. And. should I, in such a 
disagreeadele habit, obtrude myself or my sentiuieius on 
)oui Ladyship’s notice? — The whole world, • I dare s^y, 
would pronounce my bch -viour tight The whole wond 
wxuld be of opinion, that the iuciu intervals of lite should 
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be ?pprorri"teH to vn»i correspondence. That- only my 
shiri p mcnrents, only the gleamsof s-pri^htliness and joy (if 
any such I have) should be devoted to your service. These, 
how ever few, or however di-”, they m.iy be at present j I 
hope, thty will ere long be brighter and more abundant. 
Tl ere is a time, and the’-e is a world, when the light of 
the sun w ill be as the light of seven days ; when our sun 
w ill r o more go down, but iihine with an un-in termitted 
and everlasting lustre. — This hope says the sacred w'fiter, 
«e have r.s an anchor of the soul, sure and stedfast. ^nd 
this anchor is fixed on the ineffable merit, righteousness, 
ai d intercetsion of our divine Redeemer. Can I wish you 
a better blessing, than that you may abound in this hope, 
through the power of the holy ghost ? — ’ Fis impossible to 
C' liceive a more real happi.tess? — May you therefore. 
Madam, wait all the days ot-your appointed time, confid- 
ing in JESUS ) our Siviuur, and rejoicing in hope of the 
glory of GOD 1 — It is ttie wish, and 1 should be without 
excuse ? if it was not also the prayer of. 


My Lady, 


Your Ladyship’s 


Most obedient. 


Humble Servant, 


JAMES HERVET, 



tiS 


tKTTBKS W 
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LEllER LVII. 


Weslottf Dec, 24, 1755** 


• My Lady, 


I CANVOT na««! pvfnl VlemnW. w’thmt 
coppratnlnt pg you on the Jiapnv oc'M‘>i m G've 'oe 
leave to addlres® v^'ur L.'idv^hio the co’nnH of 

the season ; and to assure vou, t^at they are as sincere Ironi 
me, as thev are customary from all, 

GOD made flesh, is the greare-»t honor to our na^ure^ 
and the greatest blessing to mr persons thit can possioiy 
be C(‘n(e'V(‘d, ^\'h-n theref>*'e we commemo'^ate this glo- 

rious and delii’htfi.'l transaction, there j isrlv may be 
amongst us, as there was at the feast of tabernacles, very 
great gla ness. 

Now I mention the feast of tabernacles, mighty not tne 
celebration of that ftj'^tival be a tvpe ot our LOl(.D’s inCcor- 
rution ? The ceremony was very remarkable, and equally 
pleasing ; for which reason, vou will permit me to tran- 
scribe the account ** Ye shall take the boughs ot good- 
ly trees, branches of palm-trees, and the boughs of thick 
trees, and the willows of the brook, and ye shail dwell m 
booths seven days.’* 

The immediate design of this ordinance was, to keep up 
among the Israelites, the remembrance of that wonderful 
period ; when the whole nation of their ancestors, f ^r the 
space of forty years, dwelt neither in citie.*', nor vdlages, 
xior houses, but in tents and in the wilderness, tor thus 
adds the sacred ritual ; ** 1 hat your generations may 
know, that I made the childien of Israel* to dwell 
lu)oths» wl^n 1 brought them out of the land of > 
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M;-v wc ador > the goodness of this stupendous vouch- 
Sfh‘mfnt, and rt-joice in the benefits resulting from it.— - 
And since the k'n? immortal disdained not to inhabit our 
irlf’rJcr world, we mav humbly hope not to be denied ad- 
niittance int * the everlasting kingdom. Not to be denied 
ado ittance ? Rather, to have an ^undant entrance. For 
ve know, sf.ys the apostle, we have an assured trust, that 
when our eart!\ly house of this tabernacle is dissolved, we 
have a building of GOD, an house not made ;vith hands, 
eternal in the heavens. 

L .t me wish you. Madam, to abound in this blessed 
h ipe, through the power of the Holy Ghost. That you 
may live in toe delightful views of entering, in due time, 
ii:to those blissful mansions ; and of enjoving, for ever, 
their magnificent ayd glorious LORD This will make 
it Christmas, or a season of joy and triumph, all the year 
round. — To tliis wish permit me to add, wnat it is as much 
niy ambition, as my duty to profess, that I am ' 

' My Lady, 

Your Ladyship’s most 

Obliged, and most 

Dutilul Servant, 

"JAMES HeICveY 




LSTTBUS T# 


P. S Shall t <?ubjoin an extract from a book lately nuh- 
lishH, by an author rertiarkable and eminent in ,the le.iro- 
ed world ? It may look tike vanity j and, I feai, i, n'>r 
wholly free from It. But, I think, my principal motive ii 
your Ladyshin’s «iatisfaction. Because, it relates to a ! ttle 
piece, ir. vvhich youj Mddam, are concerned ; wt.ich in- 
deed owes its being to your injunctidris. D«. Snucsford , 
to whom I am entirely unknown, and whom 1 know only 
T)y his celebrated treatise, entitled The Connection, Sic is 
pleased to write thus, in his last work ; ‘ How dogm ui- 
** callv he can abuse the scripture (speaking ol L 'rd B.) 
rot really knowing them, must be evidert to every one, 

*** that will read Mr. H ’s most excelieiit remarks 

“ on Lord B 's letters j a treatise wor*hy every 

'*• one’s attentive consideration.” — 1 bless GOD, for giving 
It acceptance, with so able a judge ; ailti 1 humbly beg, 
that it may be for the honor, rot of the writer, who will 
soon be ho more « but of that sacred word, which abideth 

for ever, 

; 


i-ETPER LVIII. 


Weston, Jan, 2, i734. 


Last, 

To favour me with ^your advice, and without 
delaying a single post, is doubly kind and obliging. 1 really 
think, 'you have happily solved my difficulty, and properly 
adjusted matters between the Bishop and the Docioi. To 
give or drop such a hint, as your Ladyship proposes, in my 
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letter to the Bishop, is all that I dare venture to do. An<l 
in doing thi», I shall pay a due regard to the motion of the 
worthy Doctor, yet not act contrary to (^cency and. selfl 
diffidence. — Will humility be welcome in the head-qu.»r- 
ters of vanity ? — IVGOD indeed nothing is impossiblek 
The hearts of kings are 'o the hand xyf the LORD. I am 
glad, your Ladyship approves my alterations, leaving re^ 
ceived your approbation, they are gone to the press. I 
should have acknowledged your goodness, in giving me 
your valuable advice, and sending me a fresh supply of 
franks. By the last post I should have made my acknow< 
ledgements ; but 1 was full of business in preparing a 
scriptural index for my book. And even now it is not 
finished , still my hands are engaged ; and 1 have scarce a 
moment to spare.. Which 1 believe, which 1 am pers'aad-> 
ed, you will admit as an excuse fur the shortness of nay 
letter } and if you should be pleased to think, the gratitude 
of my heart is the very reverse of tne scautiness^of my epis- 
tle, you will think the truth of. 


My Lady, 


Your Ladyship’s most 

Obliged, and most 

Obedient. Servant, 

JAMES HERVLYj 
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LEITER LIX. 

* 


IVeston, JunCt 10, 1754.' 


My LAi>r, 


I HAVE now before me a greaf favoiirite ; w!io 
is ccncfcmned to die, and must suffer exe -uti on, th? m i- 
irent I have finished my letfer to your Lidvs’iip — C n 
you guess, vvho or what I mean ? It is your o.vn -obligi g 
letter ; which, with all your fivors of this kin 1 hnt'n !) 2 ca 
sentenced to the flames by your orders j and m i-t, as all 
its predecessors have done» perish, unless you please to re- 
voke if e d.ooin. 

I was pu Ity of a great mls‘ake, in the last letter w’hich 
I iiad the honor of writing to your Ladyship. I c >inpar- 
ed the enclosed paper to tne present of a rose. Whereas, 
it really was a Bank-Note : richer than the note, wliieh, 
about a year and haif ago, a certain. Lady of quality was 
pleaded to traiiomit to a country clergyman, for tiie benefit 
cf his poor neighbours. 

’ I ts a note upon the bank of heaven : a note un ler 
GOD’s.ovmi han.i : a note for treasures of inestimable 
woun and everlasti 'g duration. — Yet 1 do not pretend. 
Madam, to lay you under any obligation, or to 'compeii- 
.sate for your generosity. Because, I am not the bestoA'er, 
but only the Dear r of the gift. May that all-suflijient 
‘GOib Ifom whom it comes, enable you to use it ! Enable 
y^u by faith and prayer, to draw for whatever you want — 
lor gyace to help m every time of need. — Eor all “ the un- 
searchable rieiics of CHRIS r." 

1 wish, with your Ladyship, that my gopd friend Mr. 
■ ■ had n^ot been so lavish in his praises of Mr-~— — . 
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But I verilv believe, he obeved the. dictates of his consci- 
erce, in all that he wrob*.— I must say likewise, that I atn 
rot much delighted, and not at all edified, by his, partlf 
philosophic, partiv casuistic preface. Bat he may intend 
it for the benf fit of other leaders. T) those I heartiljr 
wish it may be blessed, and all his labours, and all his 
w ritipgs, to the honor of our common LORD. I here 
iiTa) be a gracious providence, in suffering the sentiments 
of his servants to be somewliat diversified. Bv^ this means • 
every case may be suit^, and every person properly ad- 
dressed. The w'ord of^race, which publiiheth fife and 
peace by JESUS CHRIST, may be, like the manna in the 
w Icier ness, pleasing to every palate, and profitable tJ tve-^ 
ry Israelite. 

J am much encouraged, and perhaps too much pleased, 
wi h the reply of the young Lady. Sh« has paid me such 
a compliment, as 1 know not how to acknowledge ; unless 
J n ay be permitted to wish — What ? That she may stiiae 
at a conn, or be the toast of the age ? No ; but that she 
may perceive, what a sinner, what a rebel, what an un 
done creature, lies hid under tliat blooming cou Uenance, 
and engaging person. 1 his will be the way of br.nging 
her to prize to that adorably tender aixl compassionate 
Saviour, who died to deliver lier from the wratu. to come. 
— It she shouict think tliis a very coarse return for 'her po- 
lite speech, I would beg ot her to oast a look upon the 
gold 111 lier purse, or tne diamond on her ring. These, she 
will observe, were liist lodged very low, petoro they arose 
t J tneir present higli estimation. 

. 1 tiave still anotiu r scruple, which respects not the gay 
and splendid world, but the mean and penurioas. i would 
gladly have my books in those lianas, whieii hold tne 
plough, and ply tlie disiaff. — Jieca.usf, these persons are as 
ntor;) related to die till-creaiing COD, and asnigly beiov-- 
ed b) trie evtr blessed J LSUS, as t!i.,se wno wear a crown, 
or wcild asceptr... But these wiii hardly be aole to puy ‘ 
chase t. ree volauies. 

1 thaiiK your L.dysliip for your kind olier, in reference 
to thelhincesb. But my work is so tar trom Lemg read/ 
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to come abroad, that it' is not yet in the press. Th? neces. 
8ary preiiminaries, one of which «is the number of t le- vo. 
lunies, are not settled. Though, as to this particular, I 
liegin to be pretty well satisfied. 

My brother returned to London, long before F received 
your commands, concerning the little printed paoers.— 
Otherwise, he would have been glad of the pleasure of 
conveying them to your Ladyship. In this frank, and in 
another, you will find half a dozen enclosed ; some in a 
larger and some in a smaller ch^cter. 1 am not with- 
out hopes, that the divine blessing may accompany the n, 
GOD, though infinitely exalted, does not despise the day 
of small things. And whatever he blesses, whether it be 

f reat or small, is blessed indeed. May this blessing of the 
lost High ever rest upon your Ladyship 5 and, iinough 
the atonement and intercession of our GREAT HiGH; 
PRIES r, never depart from. 


My Lady, 


Yout, Ladyship** 


Most obedient. 

Humble Servant, 


JAMES HERVEY, 
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LETTER LX. 


Weston Sep. S8, 1754. 


My Laat, 


I OUGHT to make 'an apology For my long si. 
lence. Yet i’ stead ot bringing an apology, I come with 
a request. — It is not to crave a bank-note, which you once 
bestowed. Nor to rescue me from an arrest, which yo'tt 
generously orojected to do ; when you heard that I was 
under confinement, but knew not that it was by sickness. 
It is to request the honor ot your name 5 to dignify and 
recommend my book, which has been, for a considerable 
time, committed to the press. Tt will, 1 believe, be enti- 
tled 

THEMON AN® ASFASIO5 

OR A 

SERIES 

Of 

DIALOGUES 

AND 

LETTERS 

VrOK THE MOST IMPORTANT AND INTERESTING SCBJEOTS* 


The whole will constitute three volumes. It will, I ap- 
prehend, make its appearance, about the time appointed 
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for the meeting ot the parliament. And I Icno'v no per- 
son, who‘e name will give the author more satisf jcrion, or 
be a higher recommendation to his performance, than y<'ur 
X.7.dyshrp’s. — I dare not, however, graiity myself in this 
particular, without asking your leave; and 1 think, you 
cannot consistently with prudence grant your leave, till 
you have seen what the author proposes to say. Permit 
me therefore to submit the following attempt to your La- 
dyship's judgement, Wliich, 1 trust, will neither be otlen- 
iiive to your delicacy, nor is incompatible with my charac 
ter as a minister of the gospel. 

To the Right Honorable 

liApr FRANCES SHIRLEY, &c.~— See the Dedicati 
on to Theron and Aspasio, 

1 hope. Madam, you will (ind nothing in this address^, 
that. may be painful to humility. And it so, give me leave 
Ui promise myself, that you will not with-hold this instance 
of your condescension 'and favour from 

Your Ladyship's 

Most obliged, and 

Most obedient Servant, 


JAMES HERVEY. 


tABT FRAMeBS 8HIRLRT I If 9 

X^eitje;^ lxi. 


iVtfO. 94, 


Mt Ladt^ 


Accept imy most grateful acicnowledgemsnts 
for your last favour. You have highly obliged me, in per- 
mitting me to grace my ’work with your name. — I have 
been, ever since I .received your Ladyship’s letter, engag- 
ed to kc-rp no less than .eight hands constantly employed 
in printing. Which has taken up all my time. Other wise, 
1 should long before this, have given myself the pleasuw, 
which 1 am now enjoying. . , ^ 

The piece. I believe, in a fortnight or three weeks, will 
be ready for ppblic view. — ^'fnis is .the last frank 1 have. 
Could you, Madam, accommodate me with a fresh supply. 
At this juncture, a few of those vehicles would be very 
welcome and serviceable. If "you could indulge is re- 
quest, and lodge them with Mr. Rivington in St. Paul’s 
Church-Yard, he would transmit them iu his hrst parcel to. 


>Iy Lady, 

Your Ladyship’s most 


Obliged, and mqs^ 


4 Obedient Sdrvanf, 

JAMES HERVLY. 


JUS tlTTlKS.H 


LEITER LXII. 


My Lady, 

Your favour deserved the speediest acknow. 
Jedgement- To grant mv request, was ol)li?iiig ; to gunt 
it *0 speedily, was like vo’ir-elf. The v-*rv first i> >st sh ‘i! I 
have brought my thanks, hut mv hands were tied. . I'le I, 
by the business of the press- For, we hive not vet '\ -.i-ri- 
'ed the book. You can hardly imagine, wh it oos‘r ;cdons 
and mistakes happen, in the process of sudva vv irk. Esp:- 
ciallv, when the au.hor is at a distance trim the press. 

1 take it for granted, your Ladyship approves of my pre- 
se: ting the piece to the princess. Bat would vou >137^ 
me attempt to put into the hands of ‘the pri.ice ? Dr, 
jHales’s expression seems to intimate some such t liog. — 
But I fear, this will be looked upon, as an act of unoe- 
coming forwardness. — I question, whether the Bishop 
would think it a proper book for his Royal Highness’s 

collection. I dare say, Mr, S (who, 1 am told, is 

the principal director of the Prince’s conduct) would baj 
riish it, not foi a ter,Ti of years, but for ever ; and not to 
the American colonies, but to the country ot the riotten- 
tots, — 1 dare not expect, that the Bishop himself will like 
it. But perhaps he will dislike my practice, if I do not 
pay him the compliment. When he gave u.s charge, at liis 
last visitation, he inveighed against enthusiasm on the one 
hand, and prophaneness on the other. And some of our 
reverend brethren took notice, that, when delivering him- 
self on the former topic, he frequently threw his eye upon 

my trier.d H and me.* However, this I must say, 

that he wrote me a very handsome letter, when I present- 
ed him with tlie reiparks on Lord B i and in a pn» 

vatc letter, which 1 happened to see, expressed no disap, 
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pr )bation conceining the Meditations., All this ['mention 
to \our Ladvship, but to no body else. And I promise 
nivself, you will condescend to keep, as well as to give 
counsel. I will speak the truth as it is in JKSUSf with 
boldness and without reserve. Bd of other pe >ole, anl 
their sentiments or behaviout, 1 woul 1 speak with tne ut* 
niost caution, or rather not speak at all. 

1 was pleased with your delicate icmark on the sine -re 
and honed Doctor’s expression. A id why will yoi not 
Vouchsafe to make such criticisms upon the style and sen- 
timents of another person ? Especially, in those lines which 
he IS to have the honor ot addressing to your Ladyship in 
me must public manner^; and wnicIV may tell distant na 
lions, perhaps tell the children that are yet unborn, that 
you did not disdain to be a friend to, 


My Lady, 


Your Ladyship*! 

Most obliged, and 


Most obedient Servant, 


JAMES HEllVEY 



.... '# 

LtiTERi^IlL 



il^e$to» Peb, 9, 1755 . 


Mr Ladt 




To write is a fatof, ai^ not fo titlfe, ter the 
reason, which your Ladyship mentidds, is a favor. Sc-that 
you have the art, to make, both jrdiir |Ietten and jrour si- 
lence obliging. 

I'he bookseller has at last interned me, that my pre- 
sents will be ready to be sent on Wednesday. So that 
now 1 have abundance of letters to write, by way of in. 
troducticn to Theron and Aspasio* And first let me ad. 
dtess their patroness. — FrOtn you. Madam, I shall only beg 
pardon, for deviating from the common strain of dedica- 
tion. I have written more like jour^ ^rtor than your flat- 
terer. And as one who seems desire., to make you hap- 
py, rather than vain. , Methinks, I hear some maitre 
— if any such should be at the pains to go through one of 
the pages — say ; “ Why this clown is solicitous to point 
“ out the vyay to heaven, rather than to say all manner of 

fine things ot her Ladyship.*’ — Be it so. Sir ; hpr Lady- 
ship forgives me ; nay, more, approves my conduct ; jand 
there is a thing as conscience, w'ith which you are I ttle 
acquainted, that adds its approbation to all. And having 
all this to countenance and support me, 1 believe, 1 shall 
sit very calm and easy under your censures. 

Let me once more return my thanks to your Ladyship, 
ter permitting me to grace my essay with your name. I 
trust, it is a name, that is written in the book of Hie, and 
written on the palms of our exalted REDEEMER’S hands. 
1 hope to shew ^y gratiuide to its owner, by imploring 
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for her all spiritual blessmjrs* that the piece which she 
she reads, may tesfilv CldRIST to her soul. Then that» 
even that, will be one, though the least of the blessings 
which I wish.— I will order the books to be delivered, by 
the very first messenger on Wednesday, and according to 
your directions. 

1 hope, when you receive Theron and Aspasio, you will 
favor me with your free sentiments concerning them*— 
And it they are taken any notice of by the polite world, 
be so kind. Madam, as to give me a hint of their opU 
nion. 

This day, I propose, with the divine assistance, to opea 
and apply to my people, that invaluable text. Acts iii* 2d* 
May you. Madam, abundantly enjoy the blessing, aad 
may it clearly, convincingly, acceptably displayed by ' . 

My Lady, 

Your Ladyship’s most 

Obliged, and most 


Dudtul Servant, 


J VM’TS HERVET. 



T# 


J^l TERLXm ’ 



Weston^ Feb. 25 , 1755 . 


■ H ADAM, 


' I WRITE this, in some measure to be? narinii 
fbr the,prodigioas haste and rapiditv, with wiiic i I >"i< 
obliged to write mv la‘vt letter. In some measure to b 
your Ladyship’s opinion upon a hint, which your own let- 
ter has occasioned. 

You was pleased to tell me, your sentiments were ask- 
ed, concerning some present, which a ceitiin Li Iv int 'n- 
ded to make the author of Theron and Aspasio, I ire 
you, Madam, he had no expectation of any, onl ■ thit h>s 
books might be favourably accepted, and attended with 
the divine blessing. If thev might be the means of sprea I- 
ing abroad the savour ot CHRIS Ps name ; of prom )ting 
the knowledge of his gloriou.s excellency, his free grdce. 
and everlasting righteousness, he shall think himself un- 
speakably indebted to the giver of all good. 

But since the afort-raentioncd affair was started, give 
me leave to say, that niy thirst after books is very in ich al- 
layed ; 1 have bid adieu to the curious and entertaining 
inventions of wit or discoveries of science ; ray 
principal attention :s now devoted to the sacred ora, 
cles ot inspiration. These 1 should be glad to have ia 
their noblest form and highest perfection. And I find, 
there is now published a very fine edition of the 
scriptures by father Houbigant.- -If the point should ever 
come upon the carpet again, be pleased, if you ^ink it 
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pr-por, jus^ to sngg\?8f, that V'oo' dkre venture to afHrtn^ 
ixom a gfperal knowledge of his taste, that such a present 
S' ( (•!<< bf siiigularly acce|jLtabila, and, I hope, it would be 
beo' ficial 

1 do not know the price. Though I fear it will be cost* 

IV ; as it consists of four tomes in folio, and as Hebrew 
printing is tin, omni'Uilv expensive. In the enclosed paper, 
tie boi k IS ariveit sed, aiul .-.ome small accou;vt 1 given of 
it« con'tnts. I have marked the passages with crosses, 
tl ; t yi ur Ladyship ma' not have trouhle of searching.— 
After all 1 leave tiie whole to your Ladyship’s discretion ; 
and 'hall ti ink mv interests verv safe, and the propriety of 
n y coiv uc! equally secure, if you will condescend to uill- 
ter ake for b >tn 

Good M'. Whitcfield, I am informed, meets with great* 
favor, at (t preaches with great success in our colonies.— 

I he LOKD makes him, as the Prophet speaks, like his 
goodly horse in the battle. He goes forth conquering and 
conquer May you also, my honored Madam, go forth in 
the the strength of the LORD JEbUS CHRIST j and 
travel with stpging unto Sion, where everlasting joy shall 
be upon your bead. And there, among the innumerable 
company of just men mede perfect, may you see 


My Lady, 

Your Ladyship’s 


Most obedient. 

Humble Servant, 


JAMES HERVEY. 
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IMy Lavt, 


WjfsHon, Mardi J, i755« 

i 


HAT a plramre -sball t enj^v, if the LORD 
JESUS vouchsafes to make rav books accepta ih to your 
!9Lady ship, and edi ying to your soul , I say acceptable ; 
for, you may depend upon it, many people will be disgust- 
ed with them and their sentiments. You remember, who 
it is that says, Llessed is he, whoever shall not offend ME.-- 
CHRISThimseJf wasasign, that should be spoken against ; 
his doctrine was to some foolishness, wd to other . a stum-- 
Wng-hlock; and the preachers ot ^it, were sometimes pro- 
nounced mad, and generally treated as the loffscouring of 
all things.. So that you will not be surprised, il you should 
see the book, which is adorned with .your Lidyship’s 
name, fiercely attacked, .severely eensuied, and illiberally 
reproached. Not that 1 have as yet received any such com- 
pliments, but I have long ago given myself warning of 
their approah. 

Fray, Madam, do not be so injurious to yourself, as to 
suppose that vrhat you write, can be disagreeable to me. 
I never see any thing disagreeable in your Letters, unless 
it be what the printers call the large whites. — Mr. Levy’s 
last bock I have not seen } neither indeed do I desire to 
see it : especially, if it be written in the same strain, as 
one of his letters U[)on Divine Love, which happened to 
fall into my way. Fall in my way I no, truly. It did not 
fill, but soured. Soared in mystical flights and matapby- 
jical(dMtilti«s» far too high for my grovling apprehensions 
to follow. And not in my way, but as far remote from 
iny trite and vulgar way of thinl^g, as Britain is from 
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jHpar.— 'Q! Madam, let ua adhere |to tbe acriptures; at 
jit w-born babes desire the sincere milk: of the word } and . 
implore the influences of the. bjessed spirit, that we majr 
grow thereby. » 

1 should be uneaaf about the Contents of mj last letter, 
were 'they in any other hands, but your Ladyship’s. If 
fihht 1 mentioned be an* improper proposal, you will have 
su( h^a kind regard to the unadvised. writer, as to stifle and 
suppress his project. And I do assure you, Madaiti, I can 
bear to have it suppressed. My heart is not set 'upon that 
or any other book. As 1 have the Bible in its pure and 
sacred original, 1 can dispense with the circumstance of 4 
grand and pompous form. 

1 have received a very friendly letter from the Bishop .* 
and Dr. //o/es has transmitted to me the tbanks,of bei 
Ro\al Highness. Alas, Madam! what good does do 
me ? Or, if 1 were presented to a deanery, what service 
would- that do me, when r stand at the great tribunal^ 
Blessed JtSUS, let not my poor endeavours be rewarded 
with such chafl* Be thou glutifled j let souls be edified ; 
and then they who read, and he who wrote, may one day 
rejoice together. 

You see, Madam, Ido not leave much, of the large 
white, wh^o 1 have the honor of subscribing myself, 

My Lady* 

♦ ’ 

Your Ladyship’sjmost 

Obliged, and most 

-Obedient Servant, 

. ' a* . ■ , 

JAMEi> 


B 
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. Weston, March 16 , 1753 . 

Madam, 

YEStFFDAVT rp<*pivp(l vnnr nnhle present — 
a magnificent and beautiful sett of bo<^k«! the paper fine, 
the*t|pe granH, ihe binding rich, the principal contents 
Invaluable. What the notes are, I am not able to jnlge ; 
rot having, as yet, time to make an examniatinn. -'Vhen 
1 think of this instance of your Ladyship’s munificence ; 
the care, the trouble, the cxpence to which vou have sob* 
jpftittrd 1 when I reflect on the free, generous, obJiging air, 
with which all was undertaken, all dispatched, and .dl pre, 
sented; may I not very justly turn what was s Miie'i nes 
, lised by way of imprecation, into an act of devoti m aid 
an 'expression of gratitude? The LORD, the good LOiil^ 
do sa /o t/cM, Madam, and more also ! — And there is great 
Ireasoh .to trust, that he will not oply answer, but outf^ a id 
infinitely surpass even the wannest wishes, which agrafelul 
heart can foim,. For thus 1 find it written, in thgt sacred 
book which you have been pleased to put into ray posses- 
sion ; thus it is declared by the spirit of divine 'iuspiraiion ; 
. '** I'hcrefore will the Lord wait, that he mity be gracious 
unto you ; and therefore will he be exalted, that he may 
have roeKy, upon you : for the LORD is a GOD of judg- 
ment, biessiM are all they that w^tt lor him.” 

1 wDtkIer, how your Ladyship ioiind the books. If 1 
reoHnyfaijElr right, there was no direction of this sprt, in the 
r ptiuti^d advertisement. 
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The franks likewise are conie ; and tell rne, what a con- 
descending as well, as liberal friend I have in Lady F^an- 
CKS SHiRLer. Who neither disdains small, ni)r grudges 
large and expensive offices of kindness ; b.jt whether it be 
the case of a letter, of a superb and costly volume, is readv 
to distribute and wflling to communicate. May the LOI^I") 
JFSUS CHRIST be your triend and p mion ; . be your 
sliieldf «Tiy dear and honorable Msdam, and your exc'ed- 
ing great reward. And when I forget to pray for these, 
blessings, then let me no longer enjoy the pleasure of pro- 
fessing myself, 

Mr Ladv, 

Your Ladyship’s 

Most obedient, 

I 

Humble Servant, 

JAMES IIERVEY. . 


P. S. The bookseller fully executed your Ladyship’s or- 
ders. F,)r the books were nicely piece 1 u ), and camt . 
without the least injury, and are the finest volumes in m, 
study. May they also be the most useful ! 
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LETTER LXyil, 



Wuiojt, March 23, i75f. 

J 

My Last, 

I AM not a little glad, if any thing that Therm 
or Aspasfo say, meets with your approbation. May the 
LORD JESUS CHRIST make me thankful, and make 
the essay a blessing (o y^ur soul. How mighty is his arm, 
and how gracious is his heart ! he can. work by the weakest 
ir^strumentsi and often does work by the unworthiest.— 
When J remember this, I have hope ; when I /orget or 
disbelieve it, I am discouraged. 

Though nothing would please me more, than to furnish 
out the page of pleasure and improvement for your Lady- 
ship ; yet I should be very much obliged, if, in your ten- 
. der and celicate manner, you ^would point out the faults : 
or what you think to be faults. The harshest truths, com- 
municated in such a way, would cease to be offensive. — 
But 1 assure you, they would not be harsh to me. 1 ex- 
pect, that, in a work of this size, there are escapes and im- 
proprieties not a few. Be so good therefore as to^y, this 
expression was inelegant, and disgusted me ; this- was ob- 
‘scure, and puzzled me. Here the sentiments are redun- 
dant ; there the argument is defective. In one place, ^bur 
peisohs speak too much like tbe'mere scholar;. in another, 
they make too near an approach to the dialect of the rus. 
tjc. 1. beard such a pasia'^ge blamed at onejime ; {and such 
an opinion censured at another. 

Is tidt Mr ———an author ? Has not he written the 
Rfl^an iiistory ? If hi: be the gentleman I apprehend, he 
|ias an eagle’s eye, and will easily discamfthe defects, which 
<fi in conversation you wojjd learn, and in a letter, would 
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please to transmit, the information might be highly service* 
able, -as it would 'be truly acceptable —I expect to receive 
more advantage from my enemies, than my friends. The 
latter nenise with partiality ; the former will examine with 
rigourr Yet I have b^en prevailed on, by the solicitations 
of my booksetler, to commit another edition to the press^- 
before any of my adversaries, or rather adversaries to m/ 
doettine, have appeared on the stage. * 

It gives me satisfaction to hear, that *your Ladyship ap- 
proves letter V. This is 'really the corner-stone, which* 
supports the u hole ; the hinge, on which the preeious pri- 
vilege of a SAyjOUR’s imputed' righteousness turns.' May 
youi Lad) ship be enabled, qury day, to see mpre and 
more the glonciis excellency oT this distinguished preroga- 
tive, and live in the habitual enjoyment -of the unspeaka* 
bJe blessing. To wjsh’ this, and turn such wishes iitto 
prayer, is me only why ii\ which 1 can duly express my 
gratitude tor yoyr generosity to. 


My Lady, 


Your Ladyship’s ' 


Most obliged*, and 


Most obedient Servant, 
J.AMES HERVEY. 






LEITER LXVilI. 


Weston April \t 1755. 


■ Mr Ladt, 


JL OR the *;ake ^ mv honorable and honored 
Patroness, I rejoice and toss GOD, if he pleases to s^ive 
my books any favourable acceptance. O ! inav his eter- 
nal SPIRIT vouchsafe to breath upm the tender plant 1 
then its branches shall spread, and its smell shall be as Le- 
banon. Iks branches shall sprelid ; it shall be received 
.with approbation'; it shall find its' wav Into many hanls ; 
and be diffused Lr and near. Its smell shall be as Leha- 
on ; Velcoine to the reader, as the gales vyhich have swept 
that odojiferr-us mountain, are to the traveller ; when they 
meet him on his sultry journey, and refresh him with their 
coolness, and delight him With their fragrance. — Thus shall 
it be with the books, which the LORD GOD omnipotent 
Condescends to countenance and honor. Hosea xiv. 6. 

■ 1 am glad, your ladyship approves the closing part. 
Give me leave to wish, that it may be woven into the .very 
texture of your heart. May you experience all that Aspa- 
-sio says ! and be found in CHRIST — be one with Christ 
—be complete in Christ. Happy then, substantially hap- 
py will you be, in life ; and happy, beyond all imaginati* 
on happv at death. * ' 

Breakfast at four |p the morning ! is it really F-O-U-R ? 
Or have. I mistpok your characteis ? As you have honored 
me with so many leiteft, I .have reason to be pretty well 
acquainted with the turn of your pen. YetT can hardly 
believe my own eyes. Does Lady Fiances Shirley ever rise so 
eaiiy» for the sake of serious coDversatioa and spiritual im, 
''rovenient? 




At this rate, Madam, vou enjov a day, before* the genera- 
lity ,t f prisons tf quality b>gin it. — This Vras the practice 
of our riivinr master. He frequently rose up a gre.at vifhite 
before day, f^,r ti e important exercise of devotion. At 
those early hours, may vou enjoy much of his heavenly pre-‘ 
sencr, and drink in large draughts of consolation from 
those wells of salvation — the SCRIPTURES 1 • , ' 

'I he method w hich Mr. H takes to obtain com- 

fort, is perfectly right. Hannah was a woman of a sor. 
rowful spirit ; she was in bitterness of soul ; but she •pray-, 
ed to ti:e LORI), and her countenance W’sts n» more sad. 
— Tl'ie word of GOD was written for this very^end, that 
we through patience and comfoet of the Scriptures might 
have hope. U e should therefore treasure it up in our me- 
mories, and bv seech GOD to write it on our he irrs, that 
it may be a cordial to our spirits in the time of trouble.— 
This is what I carncilly recommend to my people, and 
frame all my pf blic discourses, so as to promote and faci- 
’ litate this desirable end. Having named the text, when 
I come to handle the subject, I select some precious por- 
tions of scripture ; desire my hearers to turn to it :n their 
Bmles ; and then as GOD enables) enlarge upon it. By 
this means, persons of the w'eakest memory may, if not 
carry away, ytt retrieve the substance of the serm-o.i,— . 
May, like the blessed V'irgin, l.ay it up in their minds, and 
ponder it in their hearts. My last text was, Heb. x. U.** 
From this I endeavour to shew, that CHRIST has obtain- 
ed p^rf.'Ct redemption for sinners- -perfect deliverance 
from hell, Zeeh ix. il — Perfect peace with God. Colos.' 
i. 9o- — ^ ftee admittance into heaven, Rev. vii. t4, t5.— 
The gift of true sanctification, Heb. xiii. 20, 21.— And 
all this by one" offering, because it is divine, all sufficient, 
and of infinite value— Now, in case my hearers should 
forget every part of the minster’s discofirse, yet if they re- 
collect and ponder, and pray, ov?r these portions of God's 
word, they may have abundant matter edification. — 

I believe you love to crop a snow drop or an hepatica, 
with your owm hand. For which reason 1 have not trans- 
cribod those passages, that you may have fhe pleasure •»£. 



gathering; fot yourself those fl'xivers ot heaven. With these 
may your soul' be richly replenished, and be a garden cci,- 
9 lo 8 ed for JEhUS to live in. 

I am. Mj Ladf, 

Your Ladyship’s most 

. ) 

Obliged, and most 


Dutiful Servant, 

JA^ES HERVET. 


LETTER LXIX. 


Weston^ JuM 1, inSi 

I 


My La'PT, 


1 SHOULD be the most unreasonable of crea* 
lures, if I did not firmly believe, what you are pleased, 
with so much condescending goodness, '..tfi awure me of. — 
Tbat 1 have a real friend, in^y trnlf hoQorahle and high' 
]y honored correspondent. Yet let me not make too free 
witb'gotierosity and hencficehce. Ihad no thoughts vhen 
1 wftote about the Bibles, of any thing but an a{SpKcatioa 
: I' — T -' i did not know, but he might be glad 

stfdi an*oppettunit/ to do good 3 and dierelbre aM tha^ 
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I drsTf/i, was, to have it 0t|t irt hU wav. — tell four 
L^'^-ysh<!> the real troth, I do not waot such books f"*? tftv- 
self, BWsed be GOD, inv own writtogs'-arj; a fond. for 
such chartable expences. Bui I Had some other ministers 
whose circumstances are less affluent, in my eve.— These.. 
I proposed to supolv with a few bible.s ; bv dtsoosin? of 
which, Jn a judicious manner, among their neighbours, they 
niav win their aifectiuos, and promote their salvation-— 
Having laid before you, ll^adam, the truth of the case, "act 
as you think proper. Reverse or execute your intention* 
just as vou please. Either way, I shall be satisfied, oblig- 
ed, and thankful. 

'I fear, I should put your Ladyship to too much trouble, 
if I should beg a short account of Mr. G——’s treat- 
ment. — I hope Mr. Campbell, when he pleads the cause, 
will be, as the Prophet Jereraiih speaks, ** valiant for the 
truth,” Our Bishop, I presume, was not concerned in the 
affair. This vyeek he sent me a very friendly and polite 
letter } sweetened with much, approbation, and seasoned 
with Some remarks, of a critical and refined nature. It is 
the second his Lordship has favored me with on the sub- 
ject. As it relates to your own book, perh ips it .mav not 
be disagreeable to your Ladyship to peruse it. 1 will 
therefore take the liberty to enclose it, together with tiie 
young man’s from Biddeford. That you may see,. at one 
view, the sentiments of the courtier and the mechanic, the 
improved scholar au.l the man ot natural sense. Tne lat- 
ter letter you v>ill please to commit to the llanaes, that it 
may not inilame my vanity ; the first you will be so gnod * 
as to return, (hat it may tend to the improvement of Tne- 
ron and Aspasto. Though 1 must confess, the observati- 
ons, ail but the last, come too Ute (o have dpe regard paid 
to them. 

The vain amusement and empty pleasures of the world, 

1 hope, will endear the mottoj and its subject to your af- 
fections. in JESUS IS infinite dignity and everlasting 
righteousness. To contemplate him is a soittce of the sub • 
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liniest pleasure i to call HIM our own, is a toun.-lHti’m f ir 
Yhe ipost solid happirtess. 'That both, that all these tnj/ 
he your Ladyship’s portion, is the sincere prayer oF, 


My Lady, 


Your Ladyship’s most 

Obliged, and most 


Dutiful Servant, 

JAMES HERVEY. 


LETTER LXX. 


'JVsstorij Jwie 19 * 


Ladt, 


You will observe, from the frank which en* 
closes this letter, that 1 have receive 1 y ij- Lid/i ii >’» fa- 
Vor. The books are come ; and noble books they are. — 
1*110 LQRD JFSUS enable me to dispose of the n in such 
a mai^Hr, that glory may redound to his name, and gjod 
be cdminunfcated to his people 1 — The franks also are ar- 
rived. May 1 be assisted to make a proper use of these 
idso i That they may be the vehicle of so.ne edifying 
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trutl-J!. ?rr1 a m*ars 4l di0u8ing the knbwledge of a cruci* 
fpd REDEEMER 1—0 that the first (the Bibles I mean) 
might be like the pillar of fire in the wilderness, or the 
ireridian sun in the firmament ; the latter (my epistolary 
( f rrespondencc) like a burning coal, or a glowing spark 
from the altar, to enkindle the love of the LORD out 
righteousness. 

For b th these presents you will please to accept my 
best thanks ; and may the good JLORD turn my poor 
thanks into heavenly blessings 1 

Almost a'i my former letters have been most unfashion* 
ablv, most u'lgenteely prolix. For once I will endeavour 
to be politely concise : nor give your Lidyship the trouble 
of turning the paper, and reading a tedious scrawf, bat on- 
ly beg the honor ot subscribing myself. 


Mr Laby, 

Your Ladyship’s 


Most obedient. 


Humble Servaht> 


JAMES HERVEY. 
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WestorifJuly 5, 1755, 




Whek I commend your judgment in spiritu. 
»1 things, I do it not from flattery, but from a conscious 
joy. I bless GOD on this behalf myself, and I give youf 
Ladyship occasion to praise his holy name on the same ac- 
count. And not only to praise him for past mercies, but 
to hope mere cheai fully and assuredly for a continuaHoo, 
or rather for an augmentation of them. All the LORD’S 
gifts are a pledge and an earnest of richer favors. Mc> 
thirties, they come inscribed with this delightful and en-'' 
(ouraging motto, Thou shalt see greater things than 
these. 


Ah Madant I do not wonder, if you observe in worldly 
people an enmity against the children of GOD and the 
servants of CHRIST. As soon may fire and water incor- 
Ijnrate, as the contrarieties of their temper be reconciled, 
You know who hath said, If they have persecuted MB, 
they will also persecute you. Tin's, though the natural 
tendency of men's spirits, is over iulecf by the HIGHEST 
for the good of,his people. David, when persecuted by 
Saul, could fly even to an idolatrous city, Gdt/it And shall 
not the followers of JEsUS fly to their everlasting Father’s 
arms, when they are calumniated or ci'ueliy treated by 
their fellow-creatures ? Especially, since he has declared, 
that he will gather them, as a hefl' gathereth her chickens 
uniter her wingSi With infinitej compassion he will re* 
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ceivf them, and with attht^htf nowr protett thtfra,— I do 
not wish my honored Lady to be a partaker of persPcuti-r 
on ; but I most hea^’dly wish her a perpetual rendenca ^ 
under those wings of eternal love. That she may have all . 
the safety, repose, and comfort, without any embittering; 
circumstances. B ing led thither by choice, not drivea 
thither by the scourge. 

lam glad to hear, that the report of Sir J — L 
death is false. Glad, because he is so complaisant to my 
noble friend, and so generous to my worthy soldier. — 1 
hope, he (the soldier, I mean) is a real child of GOD — 
And sec ! by what unthought of, wonderful ways the 
great immortal FATHER provides for the welfare of hig 
children ! Who would have suspected, that a common sol- 
dier in Captain R— — — 's troop, who, a few months 
ago, had hot so much as heard of Lady Frances Shirley*s 
name, should now be brought to her knowledge ; be ho-^ 
nored with her regard and obtain his desires by her inte«.. 
rest ? Who would not covet, who would not be ambitious 
to be a child of the MOST HIGH ? Since he can influ- 
ence any or all hearts in favor of his sons and daughters. 
My good Madam, prize this privilege above all the most 
dignified hoRurs, Prize it far beyond ail yout high titles 
or illustrious 1 neage — — You are by birth the daughter of 
an Earl } bnt by gr .ee you arc I trust, a child of GOD.— 
As such, go to HlM with pleasure ai.d couiidence ; mako 
known ail your requests in his indulg:.nt ear j expect from 
him all spiritual blosiugs in this world, and an inheritance 
incorruptible and undehled in another world. And may 
we bless, for ever bless the divine J ESUS, through whose 
humiliation arid death we enjoy this great prerogative. Ye 
are the children (f GOD, says |the apostle, through faitli 
in JESUS CHRIS i'. lo which our LORD lumself addSi 
1 gd to ray father and YOUR father j first my father, and 
then yours j yours because of me, your relation to me, and 
union with me. 

i have just now read, advertised in the Magazine, the 
following book, An epistle frbin Charles Wesley to Juto 
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' Has your Ladyship seen or heard of it? Tf 
you bavd, be so good as to inform me of the desig j nd 
contents. 1 hope, there is ho hostility cofimic-nced be- 
tviecn the brothers. I have no connection nor orrr^j n- 
detice with- them, but i|hoLijd be sorrv f»r suen an event — 
For your acdouiu of this piece 1 shall be, as hr your ac- 
count of Mr. r’s treatment, 

I am. My Lady, 


Your j Ladyship’s 

Most obliged, and 


Most obedient Servant, 
JAMES HERVEY. 


LETTER LXXII. 


Weston Oct. 14, 1755. 


Mr Ladt, 


J/FULLY intended myself the pleasure of wri* 
to you^Ladyship by the li|St post ; but, by an une 

? ected visit fwm* a relation, was prevented. — 1 hope, 

■ h as, before this time» dcliyered my letters sl 



tABT FRABCES SjMlLRT 

lhat my arknowlfd^nifnts, poor as the/ are, have becQ;^ 
no'-ed with your acceptance, ’ ' * 

Mr. T ; stajd with me but a little while. He 

can e, jurt as 1 was go n^ to take horse, for a little air anti 
exercise. We had some discourse, at our first interview, 
or; the m^ tchless,excellencies. and unsearchable riihes of 
CHRIST. I he hply scriptures were the 'subject of our 
nex' tot.versation We encouraged one another to search 
them, and to enrich our memories with them. That from 
them, ai coiiipan ed by the divine SPIRIT, we may be 
t orcughl) turnished for our ministerial office, and for eve- 
ry go>-d work. O ! that they may dvvell in us richly; and 
be mixed wsih faith, while we read them, contemplate 
them, talk ot th' m. 

I am pleased with vour Ladyship's criticisms upon the 
bot ks you peruse.^ They shew, that you remember the 
Apostle’s rule, prove all things. May you also be enabled 
to follow his excellent direction, hold fast that which i» 
good, — pr. Crisp proceeds upon that important, but too 
much diregarded principle, (hat we should work, not for 
life, but from life. Our works should proceed from the 
Spirm of the LORD JliSUS, dwelling in our hearts ; and 
then ihey will be truly good. They should aim, not at ob- 
taining salvation for ourselves, but at glorifying lilM, who 
hath obtained eternal redemption for us ; and then they 
Will be truly acceptable. 

The apostle says, as you rightly observe, repent and be 
baptized. 1 Ij( if a poor sinner had asked him this questi- 
on, how shall 1 repent r What shall melt my stony hCirt ? 

hat ihall make me abhor mysell and my most beloved 
lusts ? To this effect he would probably have replied- -no- 
thing but the grace ot GOD manifested in CiTRISl’. 15 j- 
iievc, that the LORD hath delivered up his dearest son to 
die in your stead, Relieve, that the blessed JESUS has 
borne every one of your sins, in hi$ bieediiig body, arid on 
the cursed tree. This, under the influence of the HOLY 
GtiOSi, will soften (he hard heart. This vyill alienate 
your affections from all iniquity. By this you yvill be Uugh 
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flodly 8Qrrow» 2^ch. xii* 10. , 9 ikI evangelical humiliation, 
£aek. xxyvi. 

' Yo(|r two books upon the Catechism shall be disposed 
of, J wish, they may prove a blessing, wherever they fo. 
]U not this a very proper treatise, to be admitted into the 
catalogue pf the society for promoting Christian kn>w« 
ledge F— May HE that was dead, but is alive tor evermore, 
be the di light of your heart and the stiength of your saU 
vation I in the mean timk, or rather at all Jimes, permit 
ipe to be. 


My L^dy, 


Vour !(<adyship’s most 

Obliged, and most * 
Obedient Servant, 


JAMES HERVLY. 


LEITER Lxxm. 


fTet/on, Nov: 


Mt Ladt, 

I HAD taken paper opt ofmy drawers, pn pur- 
pose to acknowledge the receipt of your double tavour, by 
the last post. But when 1 came to address mysett to the 
pleasing business, 1 could not 6nd .jmur first letter. This 
Mstant, opening Dr. Crisp, it made its appeaience. 



LADT tKAilttS SHlltLBr. 




I !»m not at all surprizetf, my good Lady, to find voo or 

^1r. K -—making objections to the doctrine of Pre* 

des*^inai«on, t wish Mr. K — would pass over tho'# 

few and short passages, which treat of that controverted 
point. I did not, in any wise, recommend this book, on 
account of what is plain and edifying, of, universal con- 
cernment and exceedingly comfortable. Suppose a read* 
cr disapproves that particular tenet ; methinks, he sOould 
not be prejudiced, purely on such a consideration, against 
those truth's, which are worthy of ail acceptation. 

Predestination is an abyss, in which our thoughts may 
be drowned ; especially, if we have not '* our senses exer- 
cised to discern both good and evil.” But there are plea* 
sant streams in our author, which are not too deep for out 
capacity, and which afford us the sweetest refreshment. 

'I'here is, doubtless, abundance to be said against pre* 
destination. And abundance . has been said, with great 
force of argument, for its support ; and that by men of the 
most eminent learning and exalted piety. As this is {he 
case ; and as it is nOt necessary to faith and salvation, 
either that we should embrace, or that we should reject the 
doctrine j 1 think, we may prudently and safely acq.iiesce 
in the advice of a great scholar and a great saint ; Let 
“ a man go to the grammar-school of faith and holiness, 
<* befoie be enters the University of election and pre- 

destination.” May thckno.vledge of these gran:l doc- 
trines be revealed in our hearts by the blessed SPIRII' ! 
Then, we shall, ere long, see every dark, m sterious point 
cleared up to cur full satisfaction. We shall see, without 
a veil, the shining and adorable perfections of our GOD. 
'We shall know his unsearchable counsels and wonde.'ful 
ways, even as we are known. 

In the mean time, if worthy Mr. K ■ ■ — dislikes the 

book, there is no grdat harm done, as it was not a very ex- 
pensive purchase. 1 would beg leave to decline all con- 
troversy. 1 can very freely converse or correspon 1 with 
persons, who either ^opt or discard predaitiiiation. Pro- 
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vfHed, fhey will not diag ‘n the litigated proposition, and 
^Tce me to engage in disputation. But if thev are deter- 
mined to obtrude t’:e bone of contention, I had much ra- 
ther remain alone and in »ilence. For I rea ’ily confess, 
that I am not master, of the subject. Therefore it would 
be very unadvised in me, to undertake either its establishr 
roent or refutation. ' 

’ ‘ I believe, ] must desire youi Ladyship to return this let- 
ter, with your free remarks upon it. Because, I do not 
bnow, but I shall be obliged to explain myself on this 
subject, before the public* ' Because, a person who makes 
a great figure in the religious wot Id, has sent me some cri- 
tical remarks and preny keen censures on my late work ; 
but inveighs particularly against my predestination princi- 
ples.’ At which I am somewhat surprised. Because, I 
have (whatever my sentiments arc) avoided this peculiari- 
ty } 1 have but barely mentioned it j in the Apostle’s own 
'words; only in a’n incidental manner ; and without ex- 
plaining, enlarging upon, or inculcating it. My paper 
permits me to do no more, than I am. 


My Lady, 

Your Ladyship’s most 


Obliged, and most 


Dutiful Servant, 


JAMES^HERVEY. 


XADT iffeXiAii iAirut. __ W 
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LElIrfeR Lxxiv. 


WestoriiDee. IS, 1755. 


]^T Lady, 


Y OUR last very much alarmed me. I hope 
this will find you abundantly better. 

Be so good. Madam, as to rejoice my heart by a line,' 
and send me the welcome news, that your recovery is onv 
pleted. I will then, when your spirits are recruited, ven* 
ture to trouble your Ladyship with a hnger htter, I will 
then return the manuscript enclosed in your last j and I 
will trust, ere long, to meet your Ladyship in those happy 
regions — where the inhabitant shall no more say, 1 anii 
sick — where death shall be swallowed up in victory — 
where the LORD GOD will wipe away all teaisfrom our 
eyes — and what is unspeakably more desirable, will re- 
move all ignorance trom our understanding, and all cor- 
ruption from our heart,— Blessed hope ! \Iiy it every day 
shine brighter and brighter upon your Ladyship, and also 
upon, 

Mr Lady, 

Your Ladyship’s 

Most obedient. 

Humble Servant, 


JAMES HERVEY. 
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XETTERLXXV. 


London Jan, 16, 1756. 


Mr Last. 


IVO, my Lady : I do not presume tngiVe ad- 
rice, when 1 have the honor of writing to your Lvlyship, 
My letters come on no such errand ; but with more hum- 
ble and decent views. They wait upon your Lidysliip, 
not to dictate precepts, but to propose some points of ini. 
portance to your own consideraiipn. They cone, on 
much the same design, and in the very same capacity, as 
the servant at Philip’s door : where he was ordered to re- 
peat daily that instructive admonition, “ Sir, remember 
that you must die.” Which was nothing more, than re- 
Qupdiiig the monarch of what he knew, but might not so 
bcbiiually advert to. 

- 1 hope, your Ladyship is more and more delighted with 
t;hat incomparable book, the BIBLE ; justly.so called, by 
vvay ot distinguished superiority to all other coniDOiitions 
in the world. I heartily wish, your Ladyship may see the 
glories, aiiU taste the sweetness, of tne divine word. Your 
,La,civship will then have reason to say, “ Amo.ig all the 
'* libraries of the learned, among'all the e.itenaui.ii lus ut 
** the poli'.e, there is none, there is nothing like 1 i',” 

'1 he scriptures, my Lady, are intended by tneir ever- 
blvssed autiior, tor the most desirable and gracious pur* 
poses, iosuaiuch, that a royal and inspired penman knew 
i.oi (<pw to tcxprcss his (gratitude for such an inestimable 
ticbsute. J.Oiii), n.h 4 i love have J unto thy law I its 
wui'i.d' l a great i my cstbem for it is so dear j that I have 

>'adv 4 <iatc vs bids, to declare either the one er the ether. 


« 



Z.ADY rSAMOSa AJITRLBr 


m 


But, where my tongue is defective, there let my practice 
speak. Jll the day long is my studo in it.— -A commenda- 
tion this, which your Ladyship will easily discern, to be 
lar more emphat-cal that all the strains of eloquence, A 
commendation which, I flatter myself, your I^adyship will 
adopt ; and, as it came from thf: moath of a king, will not 
be ashamed to make it vour own. 

If we take a sutvey of all uur wants, we shall 6nd an 
abundant supply in this heavenly magazine. — Are we in 
quest of know ledge ? The scriptures are calculated to com- 
municate this blessing. “ When thy word goeth forth it 
gi^eih light and understanding unto the simple/* It is 
called, a light shining in a dark place ; illuminating the 
daik corners, (can your Ladyship bear the expression ? If 
1 addl the gloomy dungeon, of the human heart. The 
Psalmist most elegantly compares the holy word ot GOD. 
to the magnificent lamp of Day. That has richly furnish- 
ed to pour sacred wisdom through the S3ul, as this to dif- 
fuse meaner splendours through the firmament. It is, to 
say all in a word, able to make wise unto salvation, through 
the faiih which is in JESUS CHRIST. 

Do we want that precious faith, mentioned in the pre- 
ceding quotation ? This, through the gift of GOD, is 
wrought by his word. Faith co.ueth by hearing, by read- 
ing, by meditating on, the oracles of eternal truth. These 

siify of CHRIST. 1 hey . display his 'almighty power, 
anu infinite goooiieis j the fulness of his grace, and the 
frteness ol his merits. In them, he is evidently set furt.h, 
both crucified, and exalted : most beautifully pouriraved, 
in his sublime honors, and un.earchable riches.— Ttiey 
therefore are adrairabiy'suited, to crea.e a supreme esteem 
ol CHRIST j to evcite im ament longing tor CHRIST ; 
and piouuce an unleigncd acqaiesccrici in CHRiSJ , 
Thus are tiiey fitted, by way of noble instru.ucnt, to work 
that leading Christian grape, a lively faith. 

Are wc uesirous of being renewed after the divine like-^ 
ness r — This is the very essence of religion. A qualifica- 
tion, indispensably necessary for dur enjoyment o( future 
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blrtsediiess; An endoWnient; in' cdnlifJsrisoh of which, 
sceptrei and coronets are einptir toys. ■ The aoostle says 
upon this subject, and his words are vyotthy to be written 
on the tables of every heart ; GOD has given us EX- 
CEEDING GREAT and PRECIOUS promises, th it by 
these ye might be partakers of the divine nature. Tnese 
are a refiner’s fire, to burn up the dross of inbred corrup- 
tion ; and a sacred seal, to enstamp the amiable image of 
our Redeemer on the mind. In short ; those volumes of 
inspiration are adapted and ordained by unening wisdom, 
to make the man of GOO perfect ; thoroughly furnished 
to e vet y good work. 1 belive, it would not be impro- 

per, if your Ladyship addresseid yourself to the study of the 
Bible, with these grand advantages in view. And I assure 
ycur Ladyship, 1 shall not cease to pray, that you may not 
Only partake of them, but be filled with them ; or, as one 
of your favourite authors expresses himself, be filled with 
all the fulness of GOD.— Thus would I make toy acknow- 
ledgements to your Ladyship, for the favour of your letter, 
and for allowing me the honor of subscribing my> 
.self. 

My Lady, 


Your ^Ladyship’s 

Most obliged, and 


Most obedient Servant, 
JAMES HEljsVEY* 




tAOT FilAKClSI «9tALET. 




LEITJ^R LXXVL 


West»n T^iursdatf Mortiin^. 


Madam, 


Last ni^ht, I had the honor of your letter. It 
found me. though recovered from mv fever, extremely 
weak. Mv feet can hardlv support the body, and my 
hands but feebly hold the pen. Otherwise, I had sooner 
acknowledged your Ladyship’s preceding favour. 

I hope, our wonderful Counsellor will, by these dis- 
orders, tear h me Jo prize more highly that inheritance, 
which is incorruptible, undefiled, and never fades. Unde- 
filed. I suppose, means— has nothing to cloud its lustre, or 
embitter its sweets •, has health without sickness, and ex- 
pectation without disappointment ; where holiness shall 
neither feel corruption, nor fear temptation ; and happiness 
shall know neither measure, decline, aior er.d. 

May your Ladyship have this blisslul inheritance ever in 
view — have a lively hope of possessing it through the re- 
surrection of JESUS CHRIST from the dead — and under 
the influence of this blessed hope, be enabled to purify 
yourself, even as he.is pure. 

You was pl^a^d to enquire, whether I have laid aside 
the thoughts of publishing a little piece. One scheme 
which 1 had formed, I believe, vill prove entirely abortive. 
Another, which 1 had projected, i am still inclined to exe- 
cute. \Vhich is, to print two or three 'sermons^ preached 
bn the late Fast-days. These, for some particular reasons, 
1 happened to take down in short-hand. As 1 hive seen 
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no discourses on this occasion, that virere {sufficiently evan< 
gelical, I have a strong desire, for the supply of this one 
defect only, to appear on the stage. — VTill von be so good 
as to favour with your advice, and ^beg of GOO ai wise to 
direct. 


My Lady, 

Your Ladyship’s most 


Obliged, and'tnosf; 

Obedient Servant, 

JAMES HERVLY. 


LETTER LXXVir 


My Lady, 


X AM much pleased with, therefore ought to be 
very thankful for, your account of the king of Prussia’s be- 
'kavionr. It is truly noble, and speaks a sincere sense of 
^ytdigidn. Only 1 want to have his 'religion wear the image 
> supencription ot the gospel. So that we might truly 
Christian, litis, in due time, I trust, will be ac> 
xjKMfdimd ; and he will honor the SON even as he honois 
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omega ; the first and th< 
one come to the FATHE IR ? 7t la only by hioi am tpi^ 
access. Woul i we ente? irfR m tealmr of gloty, 
stand befjre the throne of GOI> ? Hanriny ’waited PHT 
ma^'lhem white in the blood of the LA&0b 
we are admitted to this honor, and partake ot this biesant^' 
ness. — May your Ladyship grow ^aily in thejinowled^ 
of this divinely excellent Saviour ( ^cauPPthiottBfei wa^ 
to grow in grace, in peace, and in all godliness. I beg 
leave to be, with the deepest respect. 


My Lady, 

YonrLadyship's -molt 

' t f, 

Obliged^ pRtdl pooft 


’ P. S. IVni you be so good m J||b?ori 
How said upon the subject of 
which one ot your letters hinted. ITfi* ' 
pa apace with my new houin, 

.about tbewv bavjnfl pgtecd wth 
,the Work for fuch a^um. The 
'after which 7011 •« ‘s<j ob%i"g 
,•»* Jf Hgve .bti^jpst ]fcpt»§qfl 

jet so igf aa 

!» /wrt 
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pnufrnce an<f 5 four kin(!n'*'!s lay an equal 
^aiin to iny grateful aoknowlerigmenfs. The step you 
nave taken, ,ia much more ’udicious, thin anv I could have 
^ggetted i and at you yourtelf are will ng t>> defray part 
'nf the expence, is much, more generous than anv 1 ought 
^lift'haye expected*— May the blessed JE'^U’' fiifil h's pro* 


nise, and moye than recpmpen|« all my obligations ; may 
]he guide you continually ; give you an establi.Vied, an as* 
yured interest in his unspeakable treasures ; and supply ail 
}Our nerd according to his riches in glory. 

My bookseller informs me, that Therqn and Aspasio 
jtnee.t yviih a favorablrf^recef^tion hrom the public. GOD 
|t pleased to give them acceptance in the sight of the 
avorld.' Insomuch ^hat he is. etitering upon another editi- 
on, though the first was very hucnerous. See, Madam, if 
GOip will^esSt ^ali^ can. blast ? If HE will prosper, how 
ncrcleis are aA little artifices and inferior recommendati* 


‘^J'rPmefttlMb*-ii'#el^ ingenious gentleman once shewed 
fne a composition in' manuscript. He intended it for the 
presjt, and asked my opinion. It was moral, it was deli* 
cate. It was highly finished. Bjt I ventured to tell nim, 
thtre was one thing wanting, 'i'he name and the lierita 
of the divinely excellent JESUS : without which| I fear* 
ed,‘ the GOD heaven would not accooppany it with his 
gi^e i and without which, 1 was very sure, the enemy of 
wP'uld ladgh it to icotn.— The geotlemaa •eeme'd to 



tADT 


be strut k ^ith surpd^ke. ilj^Tfie 4»rrte^^tjfr“JE'US, }je reoH* 
ed ! This sinp?e circumstance would frustrate all mV ex* 
pectations ; and make every xapder of refinement throw it 
a^'de with disdain. Now Madam,' if GOD has no powef 
ever the hearis of men, or notliing to do with the evenii 
tH^<;5world if occeotance and success are none of his 
gif H. havt* no dependance on his smile ; then 1 anf con^ 
ter t, pe rf ctly content to be without them. 

I V ish, La^ may be enabled bv^fW to'ifee the 

I ORD% CriRIST. That is the only way to haye com- 
f. rt ill sfBiction, and to sing, like the the three Hebrew 
youths, in the fiery fuynace ;.tha]^.i3; the only wfjt to depart 
like good old Simeon, in peace, and with h' )pes fall of .imn 
n oriality. Let me me wish the same blessing foy Ladf 
F anres Shirley ; bepause this is oiJy method to sheeted 
^nd ixalt life } to make it a privilege to Uve, ojr gain 
die. Permit my pen to add, what oiy very hsaft du^wtSiiia 
liiatlam. 


My Lady, 

. . .Your Ladyshtpy most 

Obliged, tind'moit 

Obe^tehi Saftraik, ’ 

.. . ■ > -I 


- LEim^LXXiJ^: 


«. : ■ 

,»■ • 

■ / ' ,'WttY ^oes-LaSy l'-R ANCLES iti(m.ti<>n ihc 
Vorij .Condescension^ wmeo sh'e is pleased t") Ijpnor me 
^ith a ietter ^ Indeed^ Madan)> you have nothing to do 
^tb that word, h is mine by ^n exclusive r.if(ht. It ex* 
|>res$es vbat you alcme can practise, and what 1 a^one must 
acknowledge. 

^ ' f!o'w does your Ladyship know;' tbit I " speak to my 
^ people an hour together ?’*— 1 must confess, I do some* 
iSh'itk' .But I always blaitie myself forit. It detains the 
congregation too long. It renders the discourse tiresome 
to be heard, and almost impossible to be lemeftibered. — 
This is one of the inconveniences attending the extempore 
method of preaching. We forget hb'w the time passes 
away j w'e advert not to the length of our harangue ; and, 
being desirous of impressing our hearers, are insensibly be* 
trayed into an uncue prolixity. 

1 congratulate Mr. his wisdom and happi* 

ness, in giving up bipiself without reserve to the blessed 
(sOD. Ab ! ^why.sbpuli^ wc be reluctant in this delight* 
ful affair ? One cause of our backwardness is our stubborn 
selfishness .and sfeong corruption. Another reason is, that 
tve^iplitH ittempif It in the proper way. We consider 
perhaps theireasonableness of it ; we urge on outconsci* 
dices the necessity pf it ; and we labour with our hearts, 
if by any means we. may bring them'to the practice of it. 
liut we seldom apply the endearing rho.ives of the gospel. 
St. Paul says ; I beseech you therefore brethren, by the 
nier^ii^s of OPD, that ye present your bodies a living sa* 
cri^e. idcrc the duty of sufrendeiiog ourselves' to the Al* 
l^ghty is inculcated ; and the e|sy, the expeditious man* 
Jer of doing at is displayed. 



* We ire to present 4oiir' toilet ; in coniratfistinR^wn it 

our 5f)uls, but in allusion to the whole burnt At 

old. In which, not a single Joint, or, the fat on the Ici^ 
nevs only, but the whole of the animal was sft apart for 
the victim. So we are to devote, not this talent or thit 
only, but all we have and all we are, to the glory of his 
name, and to the good pleasure of h'S will — A being sa* 
crihee : not dead in carnal pleasure, nor asleep in spiritual 
indolence. But awake and active ‘for qur diyine MAS* 
TER } fervent Mid itf ilbus in Me sacred service.-* What 
should engage us to all this ? The most inviting and the 
most forcible of.inducemMt j the mercies of dur GOOJ-^ 
He■^las ^^iveh HTMSKLr and all his suhli-ne perfections, 
to be ‘our portion. He has given his SON, his infinite 
aton^ruent and everlasting righteousness, to be our salva* 
tfon. He' lias given His SPIRIT, to testify of CHRIST in 
our hearts, to apply this^^rgjatiHllt^ation to our souls, and to 
make all grace abound towards us. All this he has' given 
freely, inevocably, eternaUy.7*>An4 can we, under the in- 
fluence of such a faith,' can we torbe’ar the enquiry of the 
psalmist, “ What return shall 1 make unto the LORD, for 
all the benefits that he hath done unto me ?” Such a faith 
will overcome the perverseness ot our inclinations. Such 
a faith will make the work of resignation pleasing* Be- 
tween the mind, actuated with such a faith, and destitute 
of it, there is as much difference, as between the liquid and 
the solid metal. !» this precious faith, therefpfe, m3/,|our 
Ladyship ever abide, and ever advance 1 ' ' ' 

Mr.— — — 's pamphlet I have not seen. When it comes 
to my hand, 1 w ill, without any disguise, inforpi your Lv 
‘d^hip, how it effects me eh the ^jerusaTj Whether with 
flight or disgust.— :Let me Observe the humdrty qf^hie 
ufnosllej in the verse q-jqted above, i' beserah you, brot* 
thren. ■ ffecnigh he miglrf conimamd, as invested wuti toe 
euthbrily rather v bedeebhei. And lhd£igh 

tie was the chietesi of saints^ tie baitathiS weakest, meanest 
«Urkti«n,' bis bother. ' As )(oU bay«iitiii«ated hi<n iB,tbes^ 

• ■ ^ ■ '’'./s' : . 

it *. r . . * • .... 



:r:s V ..'Lii ggaq 

imitate him'in «U and ;b«n^ itlie Uine 

Iw with bioa m heaireQt , * 

r,: ... . ■ • •• . 

' ^ ^ ^ 

, I am My Lady, 

Your {Lady^ip't 

J J • -titaila. ‘ ^ 

|lo!it^obliged,«Ml 

■ . ■ ' ■ : ‘ ^ 
.} ■ ; • »* ' ' 

Moitt obedient Servant ; 

James HERVEYi 

tIilTER LXXX. 

ITei/o/t, /aw 0, 17J9. 


'MtXkbv, 


I BEG pardon for being ao tardy in acknow* 
{edging your last ravour. Indeed, I intended to have paid 
the debt of gratitude much toonen . B^t soiietinass weak- 
ness un-nerved, at other tines business had nr hands. 

Your Ladyship is obeyed- I putWtah nothing as yet. 
But shall be glad to hear thh rea^ni^ i^icH y^u hare to 
nli^e. These will, inakf, n^y obedience tational»and the 
result of judgemtm. WbtttlA now it is impiicit» and the 
«ei«fi«e of dtt^, _ ^ • 
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Iii'^jred, Madaav4[ kfww bow to pitjr 700 ^ when necMj^ 
sitated to go through scenes of pomp and , hurry. To nttr 
they would be irksome to the last degree. I wish* we had 
the honor tf vour Ladyship’s residence at Weston, Our 
Manor House is occupied by a gentleman* who gre§tly 
dislikes my doctrine. A brother-clergyman too ! ' 

The Arbour you rightly guess* is n^ perlormance of 
mine. 1 have not seen the poem } but I saw an extract 
from it, which was. very picturesque and pftiding. 1 fancy* 
there is one peculiarity wahting m it, which ,- 1 hope, will 
always attend and adorn, whatever this pen writes, or this 
tongue utters. I mean, the name, the grace, the righteous* 
ness ah’d 'de^th* f-f' JBSeS CHRIST. . Without this, I 
should think every discourse and every composition, like 
the ring without the diamond, or. the body without the 
sodl. “ * " 

^ es, Madam ; I arill wUh pjgasure pray for rov honored 
benefactress. Ane if 1 forget to shew my thankfulness for 
your favour in th s tpaouer, ■ my right hand forget her 
cunning. And 1 havtflh'e slitisfaction to inform you, that 
an infinitely nobler advocate prays for you. HR, who sees 
angels wershipping at his feety-ds an intercessor for your 
Ladyship. And what is the subject of his intercession, we 
learn John xiv* Id.J^rroing text 1 inestimable privilege! 
methinks, I shbuldltdi interrupt or divert your attention, 
while you are meditating on so precious a poitioa of scrip* 
ture. Give me leave therefore to withdra.v i 9!||ly 
ifig me the honor, before I retire, to profess iiiyseit^ 

Mr La»t» 

. I ; ' . 

. Your li^dyslpp’s j • 

■ - ■ • . ’ I 

')dufet*'olKdiept/ 

' ' . * ■ c ’ ' ^ • • >fe . "ni f ■ ^ « 

|>!e’&rVap%’ 

JAMES HERVOT.: 





U^TTER 


Mt 


t \1 HOPE, before this timer you are acquainted 
itrHb Hie true reason (tf my neglecting to .write by Sunday *s 
Mr. It ww not, '* ffeeause 1 have nothing to aitv." Was 
<40 addreso inanf other persons of quality, I should cer- 
tainly find my thought and. my pen . hampered with this 
difiicuUy, >B^t as your Ladyship permits me to expatiate 
vpon religtoni I shall never, be at a loss for a subject. I 
have a fund of materials, various as the contents of the 
Bible} vast as the perfections, of our GOD ; and,' like the 

S race of ouv LORD JESUS CHRIST, absolutely ine:t* 
Bustible. ' 

. Do not harbour any fear. Madam, concerning the pro* 
cmety of your sending Dr. Crisp’s sermons to Mr. K— — r* 
They are, I think, the very discourses which he wants. 
Especially, tf he is inclined to distress of conscience, on 
'account of his spiritual state. I kndw not any treatises 
snore proper, or more excellently calculated, to administer 
-aplid consolation. They are, under the ^vine influence, 
■mie of my first counsellors, and principal comforters. They 
often dfop matma and balm, upon my failing and sickly 

£ aces. The LORD JESUS CHRIST grant, that your 
adyyhip may experience the soubchearing, conscience* 
healing, heart-reviving power of these precious doc- 
trines 1 , ' • 

1 he Doctor has, as you justly bbiirve, some expressions, 
yyhicb seem to contradict possitive commands or peremp- 
tory aiiertions, of scripture., ||ut th^se expressions, when 
examined and explained, wilt generally be found to coin- 
cide with the trptb it. is in JESUS. 

1 hope, Mr. T - ^ - ■■ ‘ ■Mil prove a serious and useful 

jii|^isic9..; Hp jec^S| not to dislike, to relish Christian, 
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corversation ; such as the Apostle calls fi[ood, and adapted 
1 1 the use of edifvlnsr. Who knows but the GOD of all 
w isdom mav make his interviews with your Ladyship a 
blessing to his soul ? Do not you remember one of your 
own sex, celebrated by the greatest ecclesiastic historia.rj 
in the world, who taught even a most eloquent tcadher ? 
Who expounded to him, with much acceptance and with 
equal success, the way of GOD more perfectly ? 

X was right in his conjecture relating to 

iT)v sermons. I have never, since I was minister of this 
place, used written notes. So that all my public discours- 
es are vanished into air ; unless the blessed SPIRIT has 
left any traces of them, on the hearts of the hearers. AnJ 
though I have many discourses, that were written before I 
discontinued the use of notes, they are all penned in short 
hand, and arc intelligible to none but the writer —You 
will easily conclude, from' the preceding lines, that your 
Ladyship’s favor, dated on Tueseay, was duly received, as 
it is gratefully acknowledged by, 

Mt Lady, 

Y'our Ladyship’s 

Most obedient. 

Humble Servant, 

JAMES HERVEY. 


F 


iT-WTTmS TO 


l»c 


LEI TER LXXXII. 


My Ladt, 


Ascribe it not to insensibility ; ascribe it not 
jto indolence ; ascribe it rather to a deep cn?a!»eTie'it in 
.business, that I have not made my arknovvl *(1^ nents for 
,the honor of vour last letter, by an earlier post, I was so 
engaged, that I did bat just accomplish my p irpose, not- 
.Tvithstanding I took leave to rely on your Lidyshiv’s in- 
dulgence, and postpone the payment of my debt of gra- 
titude. 

S » you lend Theron and Asoasio, Madam ! You are 
net ashamed of such old fashumed gentry ! Nay, by send- 
ing them aoroad, you make them itinerant preachers ; and 
what is m re, you countenance "their message; and avow 
their di<cirine. May the GOD of all grace accom- 
pany it with his divine spirit ! Ttien it will be no disgrace 
to your Ladyship, at least in another scene of things, to 
have honored them with your name; neither wdlitbe 
any grief of heart, at least in a dy ing hour, to have secon- 
ded and furthered their design. 

' Will you promise. Madam, not to suspect me of flatte- 
ry ? And will you ascribe' all the glory to our gracious 

GpD ? if 1 ycnture to say that Lady F s S— — y 

is a better casuist, has juster notions of clivhutv, tnaiy his 
Lordship of - I date not write the word at 

length.' 1 dare hardly specity the initial and final letters. 
1 durst not mention them. But indeed, with regard to 
the purport of page 70, VoJ, 11. 1 must appeal from the 
lawn to the brocade. And 1 know you will not be otfen* 
ded, if l take leave to refer you to a fine prayer, suiuola 
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to the occision, and infinitely im jortaat j —i*iiil. i. 9, 
10, U. 

I am surnrizsd at the character, which Mr. T — \^aye 

of J -1 1 , I thought I liad been looked upon 

by mv brethren the clergyr, in a vervconte nptible light — 
I would be humbly thankful to GDD, if he keeps tnefru n 
dishonoring my sacred profession. Bat O f what a happi- 
ness is It. and what a high distinction, to be enable 1 to 
adorn the gospel of GOt) our S WlOUfl. May this be 
(he privilege of your Ladyship’s life and con/ersation ^ 
then you will have no cause to regret the want of a d ical 
coronet. — 1 am an utter stranger to Mr. T ■ Never 
sp ke to imn, nor so much as personally know him. 1 
can theref .'■c no otherwise contribute to the accomplwh- 
ineatof jour desire, than by adding my loravcrs to yuur 
wshe.s — that he, and all the clergy may preach and teach 
CHRiS r ; may spend and be spent in the sacred service } 
may have tiieir labours attended with a gener.il welco ne, 
aiid with abundant success* And it 1 pray for utaers, you 
Madam can never be furgpttea by^ 


My Lady, 

Your Ladyship’s most 

Obliged, and most 

DutUul Servant, 


JAMES HERVEY, 


IBTTERfr TO 


LLTTER LXXXril. 


Mt Ladt, 


You once gave me reason to hope, that I 

should receive from your pen, the history of poor R , 

lilay I take leave to remind your Ladyship of what, I be- 
lieve, has slipt from your, though not from my mcmo- 


rj. 

I have been much encumbered with a business of a na- 
ture 1 do not like* ' Necessiated to build a new house, 
even though myself am tottering over the grave; that 
house appointed for all living. May your Ladyship’s 
thoughts be on the house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens. 

Have I not tired your patien# by the monstrous length 
of my letters ? My thoughts shall now stand in a white 
sheet, by way of penance for the trespasses committted 
by 


My Lady, 

Your LadyshipYraost 

Obliged, andjmoa’’ 

Obedient Servant, 


JAxMESHERVLY. 



LADY rRANCKS SHIRLEY.' 


19ft: 

s vr- 

LErrER LXXXIV. 


My Lady 


It grieves me, that I hav^i not answered yout 
last letter with more speed. Bw*cau§^> your last letter seetn> 
ed to breath an air of tenderness and anxiety, which gave 
me a sympathizing pain. The cause of my delay was a 
disorder in my health ; which brought me under the sur- 
geon’s lancet, and the physician’s discipline. My poor 
enfeebled constitution is not yet recovered. Though, [ 
bless the divine providence, I was enabled to give my peo- 
ple the usual lecture last night. 

Jr.dced, n;y Lady, 1 pity your situation. I know the 
erniity which the world bears to all that is serious and sa- 
cred. But this is the victory which overc ometh the world, 
even cur faith. Fatth— ot what ? Of those two privileges, 
V hit h made a \ art of bur public discourse, on the last 
lord’s day; Christ died tor our sim. 1 Cor. xv. S. 
7 his is the record, that GOD hath given to us eternal life. 
1 J:.l.n V. il. D'e believer, conifortntg himself in this 
Wi ld of tl c LOKD, says; though I am a mark to be shot 
at by tlse arr .ws ot the toiiiju-', vet, blessed be GOO, my 
sins are, do. e away ; the LORD hath laid onCliRlSl all' 
my Iniquities ; and tiiere is no comdemnation for me.— 
'i hougi'i liie tne.iues of religion would embitter, by their ■ 
envtnomt d refiection-i, niy poition on eartfi ; yet, thanks 
to ledeeming grace. 1 have an inherit nice in neaven, tnat 
is incorruptible, undeliled, and never lades,— May my ho* 
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nore^ Lady drink deep of these spiritual consolations ! and 
be refreshed in her Christian war^a*‘e 1 

Whv does your Ladyship mention some little impatience 
in your temper ? Why acknowledjje a weakness and i n- 
perfection ? This might lessen you in the estee n of others ; 
but it makes me admire and love your sincerity. Yet I 
am afraid to trust myself with such secrets ; and shall irn* 
mediately commit the letter, as, in obedience to your pos- 
sitive orders, I have committed all your other epistolary 
favours, to the flames. Ah, Madam ! who is there, that 
docs not more or less experience, what you complain ot ? 
But what is our remedy ? Shall we pore upon our b’em- 
ishes, and fasten our eyes upon our wounds? This will en. 
crease our anguish* Let us rather turn our view to HI \I, 
■who was typefled by the brazen serpent. By his siriocg 
we are healed. Let us look to JESUS CH'US'I', tltg 
blessed son of GOD, delivered to death for these our fault s, 
and for all our sins. Consider — not what I have d<)ne ? 
"What 1 have deserved ? But what CHRIST hath done; 
what CHRIST hath deserved. Here the giotious g ispel 
answers ; CHRIST hath done all things well, and this is 
the ground of thy justification. CHRIST has deserved 
eternal life j and this, not for himself, but for thee. — lie 
that diverts his attention from this divinely excellent object, 
must unavoidably fall into distress and perplexity. — I think, 
if I remember ligiit, you have no motto to yout coat of 
arms. Will your Ladyship give me leave to recommend 
one ? Yet, not to be engtaven oa your seal, but on your 
heart. — However, I shall not otler to suggest it, till I have 
your permission. As soon as 1 know, that you indulge me 
in this libeity, 1 will transmit the sentence, together witi) 
the reasons for my choice.- -i am now going to .write to 
Dr. Hales, to desire his interest wiiti the Pr ncass of Wales 
in behalf of a worthy religious man, a trooper in General 
Ligonier’s regiment ; who has served his Majesty i6 years, 
and having^a wife and family, would now be glad to be 
dismissed, and to eiyoy some of the bounty money winch 
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is frequently allowed to dKbandtd soldiers. Do, Madam» 
second my application to the Doctor. 

I am My Lady, 


Your' Ladyship’s 

Most obliged, and 

Most obedient Servant, 


JAMES HERVEY. 


LEITER LXXXV. 


Weston, Jan. 1q, 1757. 


My Lady, 


It was not.without some uneasy leflcctions, that 
r neglected, by the last post, to acknowledge the favour ot 
your letter. But I then was, and still am very busy, in 
ttarscribing a little piece, which may possibly see the light. 
If ever it should come to your hands, you will hardly be- 
lieve your own eyes. I believe, 1 must ‘not offer to make 
a present of it to your Ladyship, or to any person ; there 
will be so little in it that tend to edification. L sometimes 
^m ready to blame myself for intermeddling } but I bad a 
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Stmnpt, almost trresisUble inclination. MivHE in vho n 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowled <e, fjlil 
his promise ; and guide the blind, in the way which they 
know not. 

Thanks, manv thanks to vour Ladyship, for your very 
genteel reprimand of the D ictor. I hope, it dil hi n good, 
when he received it ; 1 assure you, it gave me no small 
pleasure to read it. 

I hope, GOD will make Lord D— — — th stedfast and 
immoveable ; enable him always to encreise in fai»h, and 
always to abound in the works of the LORD.— May suc- 
cess attend ypur generous endeavours to serve that worthy 

man, R . And may unerring wisdom direct your 

heart, and guide your hand, in the other atiair you mention. 

I am, I niav say, a, perfect stranger to Mr . [saw 

him, ineeed once or twice in London, but have heard no- 
thing of him since that time ; and should not know him 
if 1 were to meet him. He seemed, if I remember ritrhr* 
to be under distress of mind, and not to have a clear v?ew 
of the rich grace of the gospel. May I take thi liberty to 
ask, what the sin is, with uhith Mr.——— is char<red ? 
I will then tell your Ladyship, what I have freq iently 
thought to be the meaning of the passage you quote i there 

is a sin unto death, 1 do not say, that he shall pray for it, 

Never ask me good Madam, whether you shall give away 
Thcron and Aspasio. 1 shall be sure to answer, like the 
two daughters of (he Horseleech, Prov. xxx. 15. Or, as 
the wise man, “ In the morning sow thy seed, and in the 

evening with-hold not thine hand. For tnou knowest 
not, which may prosper, this or . that.” — I very rarely see 

Mr. R . He has so much business upon his hands. 

and his neighbour so seldom stirs abroad.— >1 wish, the u.t- 
hafrpy youth, in Newgate may prove a second onesimus. 
That he may see the goodness of GOD, iq giving him your 
Ladyship’s favourable regard j but see it ten thousand 
times n:ore, in giving his own SON to make reconciliati 
on for the sins of the people. May this transceudant good* 
iie$$ be levcaled more and more in all our hearts ! 611 
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US with joy ; animate us to obedience ; and SNVeetry lead 
us to evangelical repentance ! Permit me to be, amidst the 
siocerity of such wishes. 

My Lady, 

Your Ladyship’s most 

Obliged, and most 

Dutiful Servant, 

JAMES HEllVEY. 

LEI TEH LX XXVI , 


Weston^ Jan. 27, 1757. 


Mt Ladt, 


Indeed, MaJam, I know not what to say, in 
relation to, your command, of giving my opinion a second 
time. The case which your Ladyship has represented, h 
enough to make one shudder. LORD, what is man, if 
forsaken by thy SPIRI f ! O, do thou never leave us, nor 
forsake us ; but deliver us from every evil work, auk pre* 
serve us to thy heavenly kingdom I 


G 
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TTie Apostle, who was not inferior to the present Chris- 
tians in tenderness and beijevolence, sivs. If anv one is 
called a brother, who ha'? made a public and distinguish- 
ing profession of Christianity, be a 8cc with such a '»ne 
neither converse, nor so much as eat Have no intercourse 
with him ; renounce his acqua ntance. That he may be 
brought to a sense of his guilt, and return to GOD bv faith 
in JESUS CHRIST. If your Ladyship pleases to ta-ce 
any notice of his letter, I think it would not be amiss to 
hint at the horrid story ; and ask him, wh'*ther he has ev'r 
read such a text, as l Cor. v. 1 1 Then 1 hope, the w‘s- 
dom of GOD will direct your proceedings, and the mercy 
of GOD will heal his backslidings. 

The book you mention, was intended to be no more 
than a pamphlet j and I begin to think, it will pp>ve to 
be a mefe nothing. There is in it but little of the serious 
and too much of the humorous. Which seems not very 
consistent with my office, and not likely to bring giory to 
my divine MASTER. I believe, therefjre, it will, like 
the snow which covered our houses while 1 was writing, 
sink, dit^appear, and be as though it had never been. 

When )cu have an opportunity of procuring franks, be 
pleased. Madam, to remember, and then 1 a.ii sure you 
need not be solicited to oblige 

Mr Last, 

Your Ladyship’s 


Most obedient,'] 

* • 

Humble Servant, 

JAMES HERVEY. 


LADY FRANCES SHIRLEY, . HOS’ 

LETIER LXXXVII; 


Westtn, Feb/iOj 1757. 


My Lady 


1’ OR forty franks, how many acknowle Ijjments 
do I owe ! Which are more peculiarly welcom®, as I read 
in them an expression of your Ladyship’s friendly regard, 
and as they came, not after a long delay, or upon repeat- 
ed «;olici(ation, but upon the very first inti nation- of ray 
wants. 1 his is obliging indeed ! This is acting like your- 
self ; with a beneficence as superior and distinguished as 
your quality. 

Do 1 <;ay this by wav of compliment or to flitter my 
honorable Lady ? I mention it, in order to assist us in ta- 
king a clearer view, or rather a better glimpse of the di- 
vine benignity. 

When GOD gives CHRIST, a portion more precious 
than all worlds, to poor sinners freely — V/hen he gives 
eternal life and heavenly happiness, to poor sinners freely 
~When he gives his most blessed SPIRIT and all spiritu* 
al blessings, to poor sinners freely — Then he acts in con- 
formity to his sublimely great and gracious attributes. — 
'1 hese mercies then let us chearfully and confidently ex- 
pect. Not because we are, or shall be, worthy ; but be- 
cause GOD is inconceivably GOOD. Because his justice’ 
being glorified in CHRIST JESUS, there it no end of hJ 
mpassion, there is no measure of his liberality. 
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Pleasing subject I may ycur Ladyship^s thoughts pursue 
it, wi^h much delight and to great advantage !•— f am cal- 
led away to attend on other business. But let me first beg 
the favour of receiving, what you partly promised, the ac- 
count of poor R- — ; of his misfortunes ; and, I hope, 

you will be able to add, of his singular relief bv means of 
your Ladyship’s interest. — May I also ask to know, how 
you thought proper to proceed, in the affair relating to Mr. 

? — ^The packet directed to Mr. R— — , shall be 

sent to-morrow. Last week, he was so kind as to give me 
his company at Weston. When we talked of our common 
bcnefactfess, and wished her everlasting consolation and 
good hope through grace. In which wish, though multi- 
tudes concur, yet none more cordially or more ardently 
than, 


My Lady, 


Your Ladyship’s 


Most obliged, and 


Most obedient Servant, 


JAMES HERVE\^ 
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LETTER LXXXVnr. 


Weston, April 3, 1757. 


My Lady, 


It is long’, since T had the pleasure of writing to 
you ; longer still, since I had the honor of hearing fron 
you. Mv loss, I hope, does not proc’ed from your illness, 
or any afflictive indisposition. Engagements, E presume, 
of the genteel or beneficent kind, whereby you oblige the 
pr lite, or succour the distressed, have made a demand upoa 
your time larger than ordinary. 

I wish your Ladyship a confirmed state of health, to en- 
joy the delights of this opening season. Now the year is 
putting on her beautiful attire. GOD is sending forth his 
SPIRIT in order to renew the face of the earth. It is ex- 
tremely pleasing to observe, how tlip hedges begin to bud. 
The buds, every day, swell more and more upon the sight. 
The universal green is continually enlarging in its extent, 

or brjghtei'ing its aspect. Thus may your Ladyship's 

faith in CHRIS 1' grow and encrease. T'hat precious faith, 
which brings honor to his holy name, and comfort to the 
sinner’s soul. Which regards and treats him according to 
his infinite glory, and infinite grace as the true GOD } as 
the great GOD j as GOD over all, blevjed for ever- 
more. 
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This noble faith acknowledges and uses him, as an all- 
sufficient SAVIOUR from the guilt, and an almighty SA- 
VIOUR from the power of sin. It firmly trusts, that the 
death of JESUS has finished transgression, and made re- 
conciliation for iniquity ; that the SPIRIT of CHRIST 
will subdue corruption, renew us after the image of GOD, 
and animate us to all the duties of religion. — This is fti(h ; 
the faith of the operati jn of GOD j whose fruit is holiness, 
and the end everlasting life. Can I then wish my honor- 
ed friend a greater blessing, than that this faith may be 
operative and progressive in her heart, as the bloom and 
verdure will soon be diffusive over all the face of nature ? 

Could I think of a more exalted or more coraprehennve 
blessing, this should not be the habitual wish of. 


My Lady, 

Your Ladyship's most 

Obliged, and most 

Obedient Servant, 


JAMES HERVLY. 
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LEITER LXXXIX. 


Mayi I, i757. 


My Lady, 


Permit mcfowUhvou many edifying and 
dp^‘p^tflll interview^ with Lord D — — th and his Lady, 
Of <uch interviews, I think, we m.iy use the words, which 
I have just been speakinfj upon to my family ; it is good 
f. r us to be hen*. Oftentimes, while we are talking, grace 
is administered, and the fire kindles. We have brighter 
views ( f CHI'. JST, and firmer faith in his infinitely rich 
atonement. So may the hearts of my honorable friend and 
her noble acquaintance burn within them, w len'sver they 
confer about the iamb that was slain, and the inestimaole 
fruits ot his blood. 


This, I hope, will find your Ladyship safely returned 
from your late excursion. N 't without gratitude to that 
eternal providence, which is about our path, and keeps ui 
in all our ways. Which hath said of his people j “ Lest 
an,y hurt them, I will keep them night and day.” 

\ our opinion, concerning my intention to publish two 
or three sermons, I acknowledge as a real favour. And 1 
think, your Ladyship has some reason to grant me such 
favours, because you are sensible, they are not bestowed ii|- 
vain. W itness the design, relating to a discourse, lately 
published by our bishop elect. 
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I began to officiate for myself on Sunday ; but was much 
disordered by the Dusiness. Yesterday under apprehensi- 
ons of a relapse. Still it is uncertain, whether the die will 
turn up sickness or health. It puts me in mind of that 
cmphatical expression, and that desirable chapge, mortality 
shall be s^^'allowed up of life. 

With the utmost esteem, and sincerest gratitude, I beg 
leave to subscribe myself. 


My Lady, 

. Your Ladyship’s 

Most obliged, and 

Most obedient Servant, 

JAMES HERVEY, 


LETFER XC. 


Madau, 


It is indeed a delightful sight, to lee a person 

of Lord D th’s dignity and politeness, closing his 

letter with the name of JESUS CHRIST. May we all 
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Icnow more and more of that JUST ONE I Tlien itwill 
appear meet and right ; not a pious extravagance, lut a 
most rational determination, to councall things but los for 
the excellency of CHRIST JESUS our LORD. 

1 think I shall never have reason to be ashainedof re- 
commending Mr. Jenks He is one of those aithors, 
who, though not so captivating, on the first glance, vill be 
more pleasing and profitable, the more we convese and 
the better we are acquainted with them. 

To pray for your Ladyship I never can forget, io long 
as there remains a spark of gratitude in my heart. An i I 
beseech you td remember— ever remember — that 'ou have 
a better advocate, than ten thousand of the greate,t saints 
on earth’ He ever lives to make iiiter.'ession for you, 
who is set down on the right hand of the Mjjest\ on high, 
and sees all things put under his feet. Blessed b; nis holy 
name ! He was onr sacrifice ou the cross ; he isiur advo- 
cate in heaven ; and he will be our portion to dotnity.— 
Permit me, Madam, to profess myself, . 


My Lady, 


Your Ladyship’s 


^ Most obliged, and 

# 

Most obedient Servant, 


JAMES KERVEY. 


H 
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LETTER XGI. 3 


JVeston, Oct. 8, 1757. 


,1 


My^Lady, 


I JMIT me to bejf pardon ; and what is 
ne to promise myself pardon ; th )ugh I have 
•ed to acknowledge your last 1 tter t ih’ ho« 
and the pleasure it jrave me. rhursday 
us, so very dirty below, and rainy above, 
irdly prevail with myself to send ,m/ servant 
fice. 

est wishes and prayers might prevail,' this 
Ladyship perfectly recovered from your lite 
and filled with all joy and peace in bdiev- 
ervable, the Aposle says, all joy, all peace, 
d, not from practising, but believing; njt 
from any tiwii’k in ourselves, but Irom the fulness that is in 
, CHRIST. Irom believing, that t)ur sins are laid upon 
the bit ssed J ijpUS ; and removed from us, as far as the 
east is from tiie'west. That CHRIST, the LORD of gio“ 
ry. is made unto us righteousness ; his integrity and obedi- 
ence, his duties and graces, his most perfect deeds and 
sufferings, being imputed to us. Insomuch tnai we stand 
before GOD, are regarded and shall be treated ot GOD, 
^ it we ourselves had actually performed and exercised all 
this consummate holiness. Just is the late Elizabeto, 


LAST FRA1^CE9 SlKRLBr^ 


di‘S 

when united by the matrimonial band, to the emperor of 
the Muiicuvires, was no longer regarded as’ the woman of 
low biith, but as the consort of the greatest monarch on 
earth. 

1 bless GOD for the signil mercy, if he is pleased tq 
give my sermons any tavor and acceptance. 1 hu nbiy 
beseech him, to make them as a pointed arrow, that tney 
may enter j as a barbed arrow, that they may aoide.: / ' 


I am My Lady, 

' Your Ladyship’s most 

Obliged, and most 

Dutiful Servant, 


I . 

JAMES HEI^EY. 
LEi TEli XCJJ, 


JFesloti) Novl Q, lt57» 


-ADf, 


I AM truly sensible of the honor you do me, in 
admitting me to such a degree of your confidence, and 
conunuuicating your thoughts with so^iittle reserve. I hope 
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jrour I-adyship will never have reason to complain, that I 
make an undue use of such condescension ; either by ma' 
king the purport of your letters the subject of inconsiderate 
tattle, or by forgetting the dignity and superiority of your 
station. 

J trust, my dear friend's sermon will be to yoUr Lady- 
ship’s soul, as a dew from the LORD. Refreshing your 
• heart, and invigorating your faith, the morning dews re- 
vive and quicken the languishing herbs. The case of the 
mpotent man at Bethesda, is too just a representation of 
ojr faith. Was our faith stronger ; did we stedfastly be- 
li’ve in our incarnate GOD ; believe, that every one of 
oir iniquities are hid on him ; that whatever he did and 
su'lt red for the redemption of sinners, he did and suffered 
for^.,^ — were we rooted and grounded in this belief, how 
wu.lci it chear our thoughts, and enliven our hopes ! How 
woiid it draw the thorn from our consciences, and pour 
bain, the balm of heaven, on our souls ! 

Viliile wars distress many parts of the world, and ’ru- 
rnouis of vi’ars_ alarm almost all the world, may that be ful- 
fillev’l to you, ll'ladah), which is spoken by the prophet 
Jsai.ai ; “ My people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation 
aiid it. jure dwellings, and in quiet resting places.” This 
resting place is CHRIST, his precious Blood and ever- 
LASI ING Righthousni1!.s. Here I Icavc you. Here may 
every c.'iange of circumstance find you. Then you will be 
found as sate and happy, as is most unfeignedly wished by 


Jly Lady, 

n 


Your Ladyship’s 

f 

Most obedient, and 

M'dst obli'^ed Servant, 

JAMESHERVBY. 


LADT FRAMGSS SlUKtET. 


«Ir 

LE ITER xcnr. 


WestMf Dec. it, 175T. 

f 

My Lady • 


I BEG pardon for being silent so long, and not 
enquiring after your health. One cause was, {the loss of 
my own. Which delivered me over to the hands of the 
physician and surgeon, to the discipline of the draught and 
the lancet. Which have, I bless GOD, ‘relieved me from 
a violent cold, attend with a fever. — I hope, the divine 
providence has preserved your Ladyship from such afflic« 
tiers ; and I beseech the divine MAJKTY to grant, that 
you mav long enjoy that balm of nature health, and eter- 
nally eiyoy that balm of heaven CHRIS 1' ! 

Mrs. Lefevre’s letters 1 have never seen, and shaill most 
thankfully receive them, as a present from your Ladyship. 
Hoping, that as you are pleased to give me the book, the 
LORD JESUS will endow you Madam, with the spirit it 
breathes. 

/ , I have been extremely hurried for a considerable time, 
and all my family in much disorder, by removing into a 
new abode ; in order to have my old one taken down and 
rebuilt. Nor even yet have we completed the troublesome 
affair. 

When Lady Fmnees favours me with the intended prer 
sent, shall 1 beg of her to add a few franks to the gift? 
These are particuiarly serviceable to me. Because, some 
of my remote corresponaents are unable to procure them ; 
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and I must either furnish them, or else hav^e no benefit 
from this privilege of parliament. So that I frequently 
send a letter, with a frank enclosed. Which causes a larger 
consumption than ordinary. 

Permit me to select a promise from the book of Isaiah, 
as my wish for your Ladyshin, at the ensuing solemnity ; 
** The ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to 
Sion with songs, and everlasting joy shall be upon their 
heads ” They shall obtain jov and gladness, from the 
righteousness, the blood, the infinite merit of their incar- 
nate GOD, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.— 
Amidst the sincerity and ardour of such wishes, 1 beg leave 
to profess myself. 


My Lady, 

Your Ladyship’s 

Most obliged, and 

Most obedient Servant, 

JAMES HERVEY. 


LETI ER XCIV. 


Weston, Jan. 9, 17v58. , 


Madam, 


Ten thousand thanks to my honored Lady, for 
her very valuable, and very obliging present. The sweet 
meats were the latter ; the franks and the book the former. 



LADY FRANCES SHIRLEY. 




I know not how to express my gratitude, unless it be by 
wishing for your Ladyship, what was the subject of my 
short exhortation to my family last night ; “ I will g«ve 
you the sure mercies of David.” fMay this be the magni- 
jicent and glorious New-Vear's gift of JEHOVAH, to 
hem, to my people, and more abunda. tly to you, M idam. 

I have not read, only just dipped into, Mrs. Lefevre's 
letters. For indeed 1 have been exceedingly ill, since I 
had the honor of writing to your Ladyship las*^. So ill, 
that the current report was, “ Mr. Hervey is dead.” This 
is the first letter 1 have attempted to write, since this se- 
vere attack. 

Be so good Madam, as to return my most grateful ac- 
knowledgements to the generous Lord D -th ; toge- 

ther with my ardent wishes, that he may shine as a light 
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation. Suine 
before GOD, in th,e immaculate and everlasting righteous- 
ness of CHRIST } shine before men, in all the beauties of 
evangelical holiness. 

When you mention the housekeeper’s rediness to serve 
me, 1 say j whence is this to me ? Doubtless, because Lady 
Frances condescends to express a regard for me. And 
will not angels and arch-angels be much more ready to do 
us service f Will not the KING immortal and invisible be 
much more willing to bless us ? Since the divinely excel- 
lent JESUS has owned us, loved us, died tor us ? 

For your late, as well as for many preceding favours, 
most amiably and politely conferred, 1 must always be. 


My Lady, 


Your Ladyship’s most 


Obliged, and mos* • 

Obedient Servant, 


JAMES HERVEY. 
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LEITER XCV. 


West 0 nri avell% 



# 

Dec* 16, 1751. 


IIt Ladt, 


I HAVE received your ‘Ladyship's favour, and 
shotid have answered it before now ; but 1 have been ex- 
tremely ill, and stiH remain so bad, as to be obliged to 
make use of the pen of another, to inform your Ladyship, 
that 1 am. 


Mt La»t, 

Your Ladyship's 


Most obedient,^ 

« 

Humble Servant, 

JAMES HERVEY. 


t Mr* Bcrrey died the e^th^f thU Modth. 





